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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Caleutta, on Thursday, 
the ‘JTtli Mareh, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. S])eaker (tlie Hoirhle Sir Miilammm) Azizul Haqui . ( j.k , 
Khan Haliadur) in the (liair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 174 meniheis. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Operation of Jute Regulation Act in Chittagong district. 

*188. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(/) what i^ the total area under eultivatiiui of jute itj the di-'lriet 
of Chittagong; 

(t/) what is the annual total production and the value thereof; 

(n/) what was the cost of survey and preparation of records; 

(?r) what is the cost of estimated restriction; 

(v) how many officers are there; 

(vi) for what period they have been appointed; and 
(ni) what is the monthly expenditure for these officers? 

(6) Ls’it a fact that the area under jute cultivation in the district of 
Chittagong is negligible having regard to the population and area of the 
district ? 
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(c) If so, flo the rjoverniuent consider the desirability of exempting 
Chittagong district from Ihe o{)eralion of the Jute Regulation Act? 

(d) Will the JTon’ble Minister l^e pleased to state whether the Got- 
ernment are considering the desirability of relaxing the regulation in 
case of jute cultivated for domestic purjx)ses ? 

(e) If so, to what extent? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (n In 

1!140, 779 acres. 

(it) No figures are available to show' the annual production w^hich 
varies from year to year and the value depends on the prices obtained 
each year. 

(til) About Rs. 0,000. 

(?r) ]<"or licensing and for checking of the IIMI crop, the cost is 
estimated at about Rs.ld,(M)0. 

(r) There are one Inspector, 5 Assistant In.spectoiN and Ht ( heckers. 

(rt) Up to doth June, 1041. 

(rii) Rs, 80.'). 

(b) The area under jute is small compared w’ith the total area of the 
district. 

(c) No. The Jute Regulation A< t a])plies to the whole Province and 
there is no reason to exclude Chittagong. 

(d) Not at present. 

(e) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Government Demonstration Agricultural Farm at Kalimpong. 

69. Mr. W. C. PATTON: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the date on which the Government Demonstration Agricultural 
Farm at Kalimpong was establi.shed ; and 
{h) the objects for which it was established? 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (n) 1st October. P)28 
(b) Experiment and demonstration on agriculture on improved 
lines. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what so far is the work of the farm 
established at Kalimpong? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answer has been given in {b). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon ble Minister 
ha^ simply said, “Experiment and demonstration on agriculture cm 
improved line.s.” 1 want to knoA\ wliat e\i)eriments and demonstra- 
tions have been carried out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Can it be answered on the Hcmr of the House olf- 
hand by way of reply to a question, Mr. Mazumdar!*' 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. the IIoiiTde 

Minister miglit state in briel in what jcarticular lines experiments have* 
been undertaken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it will take a lot of time to enumerate the 
experiments and demonstrations undertaken b\ the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. You cannot expect such things to be answered b\ juitting sU))- 
plementary questions. Moreover, these things are juiblished b,\ the 
Agriculture Department. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What 1 want to knov^ 

is the nature of the sjiecifie experiments, sa} , on live-stock, horticul- 
ture, or improved variety of seeds that this farm has been can\\ing on 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: E xperiments are being 
carried on there on almost all the crops that are generally grown in the 

hills. 


RMXcavation of Mithachhara khal. 

70. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: ia) Will the Hon 'ble Minister in charge 
of the Cominunicptions and Works (Irrigation) Department bc' jileased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(C that the public of the Hathazari, Mekhal and Fatehpur Union 
Boards contributed a sum of Ks.otM) toward the cost of 
re-excavation of the dying Mithachhara khal within police- 
station Hathazari, di.strict Chittagong; and 
{in that the balance of the expenditure to he incurred in that con- 
nection was to be met from the Government of India Second 
Grant for the rural development? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said 
scheme is ready for execution? 

(c) If so, when is it likely to be taken up? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS ami WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Coesimbazar) : (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The i xecutive Engineer, Mymensingh, has been asked to 
examine the scheme from the technical point of view. If found 
feasible, it is likely to be taken up next financial year. 

Floods and breaches in Coomti Embankment. 

71. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Embankment) 
Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether Government have come to any decision regarding the 
steps to be taken for preventing floods caused by breaches 
in the Goomti Embankment in the district of Tippera; 

(it) whether a conference was convened by Government during the 
Budget Session of 1940, for considering the matter; and 

(m) whether a scheme put forward at the conference by the Chief 
Engineer was discussed and agreed to by Ike conference, 
and accepted by Government? 

(b) Is it a fact that the matter is hanging before Government for 
more than half a century and there have been almost annual breaches 
for the last few years causing destruction of crops and other properties 
over a large area? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wdiat the amount 
is that has been realised by way of embankment tax since the embank- 
ment lias been declared public embankment from the persons in the 
benefited area? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimbazar: 

(n) A conference was held in December, 1939, to consider the policy 
which should be followed with regard to the Gumti Embankment. 
The honourable member who was also present at the conference might 
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remember that it was generally agreed that the ideal solution would 
be to abandon the embankment retaining sufficient length for the pro* 
tection of the town of Comilla. It was considered, however, that in 
the first instance there should be a survey of the area with the object 
of ascertaining the extent of any damage which might occur and the 
possibility of preventing or minimising loss by the introduction of 
alternative crops or otherwise. It was also agreed that on the com- 
pletion of the survey the question of abandonment of the embankment 
should be finally decided and that pending final decision the non- 
Government portion of the embankment should be maintained in its 
present condition, i.e., breaches should be repaired as they occur but 
no effort should be made to raise the height of the embankment. 

Accordingly the necessary survey has already been started and 
it is hoped that it will be completed shortly. 

(b) The problem of preventing damage to crops and other property 
from flooding in the Gumti river has engaged the attention of Govern- 
ment and their advisers for many years but it has not yet been possible 
to prepare a feasible scheme ensuring complete immunity fnim flood. 

Breaches generally occur in the portion of the embankment not 
maintained by Government. 

(c) Out of the cost incurred since 1920-21 when u portion of the 
embankment was declared a public embankment, a sum of Hs. 3, 03, 441 
was realised from the parties benefited. But I may mention for the 
information of the honourable member that under section 58 read with 
sections 51 and 53 of the Embankment Act, Government (annot rec'over 
more than the amount spent; and under an arrangement with one of 
the zamindars fixing a maximum recoverable from him it may ha])pen 
that realisations may fall short of the expenditure. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to answer (a), wherein it is 
stated that breaches should be repaired as they occur, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how the breaches which generally occur at 
the time of the flood can be repaired at that time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What the Hon’ble Minister says in the reply does 
not mean exactly at the time of the flood. 

Mr. SHAH E DALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says that breaches 
should be repaired as they occur, and my question is when breaches 
generally occur at the time of the flood 

Mr. Speaker: Then it i.s a hopeless task. How can the Hon’ble 
Minister say that breaches should be repaired when the river is in 
flood ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not exactly when 
the river is in hig’h flood. 


Stoppage of grants to night schools and maktabs by the District 
School Board, Rangpur. 

72. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 3i[inister in 
chaise of the Education Department aware that the District School 
Jioard of Jtan^rpur have stopped the grant of all the night schools and 
iniiktahs in tlie distriei? 

(h) Jf so, will the Ifoirhle Mini>ter he pleased to state the reason 
thereof P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K, Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(h) As night schools and night maktuhs are generally attended by 
adults, this niaintenanc<> does not come uithiu the i)owers of District 
Schoid Hoards under the Hengal (Rural) Priiuary Education Act. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Allegation against Police administration of Bogra. 

*51. Mr. ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state \\hether 
(lovernmcnt received a com])laint some time ago against the lh)li(e 
administration of Bogra V 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister he j)lea?ed to state — 

(i) whether any enquiry was made into the matter; and 

(ii) what was the result of the enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes, against two 
Police oflicers. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(it) The allegations were not eulwtantiated. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t(i state who held the enquiry? 
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The Hon'bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One of the district officers 
held the enquiry. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Police officer or civil officer? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Magistrate. 

(When starred question No. (iS was called hv the Secretary, 
Mr. Speaker observed as follows before the Hon’bie the Chief Minister 
rove to read out the reply.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The ans\\er which contains some fig\ires may be 
taken as read. 


Persons dealt with under the Defence of India Act and Rules. 

*68, Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (/C Will the Hon’bb 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
number of persons that have up till now in Bengal becm — 

(/) detained without trial; 

(n) externed ; and 

(ill) interned under the Defence of India Act and Pules? 

(/>) For how many jiersoiis thus externed, detained and interned 
suitable allo>\ances have been given uj) till now by the (Jovernimmt ? 

(cl Will the Hon’bie Mini.ster Ite pleased to lay on the table an up- 
to-date coni])lete list of per.sons for whom allowances have l)t*en granted, 
showing the amounts against each nam(‘, and also the dates trom which 
such allowances have been given? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (d) d'he information avail- 
able is — 

(1) Detained under Defence of India Rule 26 (7) (6) . . 140 

(ii) and (in) Ro.stricted under Defence of India Rule 26 (7) (c) 

to (A) ^to end of January) . . . . . . 561 

{h) Five. 

(c) (1) Nepal Chandra Bhattacharjee at Rs.lO per month with 
effect from the 1 4th February, 1040. 

(2) Nani Lai Basil at Rs.lO per month with effect from the 2Gth 
April, 1940. 

(3) Nani Gopal Bhattacharji at Rs.lO per month from the 14th 
Septemlier, 1940. 
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(4) Jadu Nath Bhatfacharji at Rs.lO per month from the 16th 
September, 1940. 

(5) Dakshiiia Ranjan Mitra Majumdar at R8.35 from the 15th 
September, 1940. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I think in taking up these left- 
over questions we are placed in a difficult position in putting supple- 
inentaries, and in answering them the Hon’ble Minister would also 
feel the same difficulty. How’ever, I shall now put my question. 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the amount 
of Rs. 10 per month was sanctioned with effect from the date of arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answ'er given shows 
that Babu Nepal Chandra Bhattacharjee was given Rs. 10 per month 
with effect from 14th February, 1940. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; I want to know whether the allow- 
ance was from the date of his arrest or from a subsequent date. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: From a subsequent date. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of sanctioning this petty allowance with retrospective 
effect from the date of his arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give an answer to 
that as a general rule. Ordinarily, arrests are made and then grants 
are sanctioned. They are done M'ith the utmost possible r.eference to 
the requirements of the case. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What is the standard that is 
adojited while enquiring into the requirementeP Is it merely the food 
requirement of the family concerned or is it also of the food, clothing 
and educational expenses of the dependents? 

Mr. SPEAKER: And also insurance charges! 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: No, Sir. I am counting upon 
the bare necessaries. Is the question of educational expenses of the 
dependants taken into consideration or not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not possible that any 
hard and fast rule can be laid down, but the District Magistrates 
generally try to be neither too extravagant nor too strict. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether if in particular cases representations are made 
, to the Hon’ble Minister rej^arding: the inadequacy of the amount sanc- 
tioned, regard being had particularly to the educational requirements 
of the dependants, Government will consider the desirability of asking 
the District Officers concerned to make enquiries into such questions y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I remember having received 
representations from time to time which I used to send on to the Home 
Department with whatever recommendations I could make. In maii> 
cases allowances were sanctioned to meet the difficulties which had been 
experienced by these people and relief was given. In some cases the\ 
w*ere not sanctioned also. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: K the Hondde Minister aware that 
Mr. Nepal Chandra ]lhattachar\ a used to earn Hs. per month liefore 
his arrest P 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not that ] am aware of. 

Arrest and convietion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, M.L.A. 

•70. Mr. I8WAR DAS JALAN; (a) Will the llondde Mini^ter 
in charge of the Home Department be jileased to state — 

(i) whether Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, m.l.a., was arn‘sted and 
sentenced to imprisonment even before he offered satija- 
f/ralui ; and 

(u) whether numerous other persons who ha\e been offering xntija- 
grnha repeatedly have not been arrested by the ( joverninent? 

(b) If the answer to in) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be plea.sed to state the rea“»on for this differential treatment!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes. 

{h) The action was taken in the exercise of their discretion in 
accordance with the law by the local officers. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer {a), 
w’ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the offence for 
which Dr: Nalinaksha Sanyal was arrested P 


Mr. SPEAKER: Offence under the Defence of India Rules! 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, he had notified his 
intention of breaking the law and courting arrest. So the Government, 
to prevent him from breaking the law, arrested him. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
lljat under the Defence of India Rules actual contravention of the rules 
is punishable and not an attempt? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In the case of a big man 

like Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal wo took the word for the deed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: AVill the H m ble 

Minister be })leased to state whether it is the policy of (lovernment to 
arrest ])ersons on intention without any overt act under the Defence of 
India Rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of 1 aw. No question of policy 

arises. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Ibil the Hon Me 

iMinisl(‘r lias answered (hat Dr. San\al * 4 a\e noiice to offer sa t \ a;.: r.iha 
aJid therelore Government arrested him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is again.st the law, \ on cannot sa_\ that it i> 
the ])olicy of (ji(>vernment. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. 1 am asking the 
lloiTble Minister: Is it the ])oli<'\ of (ioM‘rnment to arie.st juu^on'' who 
merelv announce their desire to disnl>e\ ceiiain laws? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( h’llinarily, I may sa,\ (hat 
anyone giving notice is not taken notice of. lUit in this case the .situa- 
tion was such tliat if he was alb^wed to make speeches or to take action 
of a ])artieiilar kind, a good deal of mischief might have been done and 
in order to prevent that he was arrested. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker a^'ked the next ijuestion to be called 
out.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, I may be allowed a 
few’ more questions on starred question No. 70. I hope. Sir, that you 
will realise our difficulty. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is an eminent meml^er 
of this House. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon Me 

Minister be pleased to state whether he did not consider that in view 
of the Budget Session Dr. Nalinaksha San\al need not have been inter- 
fered with in this w’ay ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oovernment did ni)( nrre't liiin. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: He ^^as arrest e<l on the 

eve of the budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He was ane sled not 1>\ t io\ ernnoMit , but b\ local 
officers. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon l ie 

Minister be pleased to stat(‘ whetlou' ( io\ ci iiinenl instnictetl local 
officers to put Dr. Nalinakslm San\al under aircst even without his 
having committed an,\ othuice with a \ lew to n(«t him out of the ^^a.^ 
dining the Budget Session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( io\ ernnumt ;.ia\(‘ no 

instructions ot an\ kind As regards th(‘ BudgiH Session, tlii' p»‘a(‘e and 
traiHnnl!it\ of the (‘ount]'\ must be gnsittu’ than the budget. Secondly, 
Dr Saiixal's one vote would m>t affect the ( iovernniefi t niiicli. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minist(‘i be pleased to state* wliethei it is not a fact that Dr. Nalinaksha 
San\al ii^ed In pierce the* laig<‘st h<d<*s thioueh hmMet scheiios m the 
(fo\ ei nment ]»(die> ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I’here aie others also. (Laughter i 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Thai do(*s not all’cct the 
fio\ ernment . 

Persons dealt; with under Defence of India Rules since beginning of 

war. 

*82. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Departnnmt be fileased to stati* — 

(a) the number of persons arrested under the Defence of India Ilules 

in every district of Bengal since the beginning of the war; 

(b) the number of persons detained without trial temfiorarily or 

permaneiith in jail under the Defence of India Buies since 
. the beginning of the war; 

(c) the number of persons eonvicted under various sections of the 

Defence of India Rules since the beginning of the war; 
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{d) the number of houses searched by the Police for political 
reasons throughout Bengal since the beginning of the war; 

(e) the number of houses where objectionable articles were found ; 

{f) the number of persons convicted for having objectionable 
articles in their possession ; and 

(g) the number of firearms and explosives found in the houses 
searched ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 1,534 (to end of 

December, 1940). 

(5) 330 (to end of January, 1941). 

(c) 895 (to end of January, 1941). 

(d) , (c) and {g) The compilation of the information desired by the 
honourable member will involve labour w^hich I am not prepared to 
undertake. 

(/) 222 (to end of January, 1941). 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I draw xour attention to 
answers (J), (c) and {g) where the Ilon’hle Minister lias stated that 
it will take time to answ'cr the question. Sir, w'e gave notice of these 
(]U(*stions in <lue time. There is the Home Department of (iovernment ; 
theie is tlie Police Dejiartment ; there is the executive. We cannot 
understand why (jovernment is concealing the answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am helpless in the matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (r/i, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
no fireanns or explosives were found in any of the houses searched ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no information. 

Subdivisional OfTioer of Rajshahi Sadar. 

*84. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(D whether Government are aware that the present Subdivisional 
Officer, Eajshahi Sadar, sits very late in his Court room for 
trying the cases in his file; and 

{ii) that he detains clients and lawyers till late hours in the 
evening? 

(5) If so, will the Hon^ble Minister please state the usual hours 
that the courts in Kaj^hahi Sadar are expected to sit? " 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {i) Yes, wlieu neces- 

sary. 

(li) Y^es, occasionally. 

(h) 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., ordinarily. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether be has got any report to the effect that on the 
majority number of working days in the month he sits occasionally? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may mention for the in- 
formation of the House that the attention of the Magistrate has been 
drawn to this question, and he has been asked to accommodate litigants 
and lawyers as much as possible. 

Restriction imposed on *’Deshervanee”. 

•86. 8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is not a fact that the (iovernraeiit of Bengal have ordered that all 
matters intended to be published in the Peshervaiiee (Noakhali) shall 
be submitted for scrutiny to the District Pre.ss Adviser before pub- 
lication for a period of three months? 

(b) Have the Government stated any reason for the action taken? 

{c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(/) that the i)aper has been ventilating the grievances of the Hindu 
minorities of the Noakhali district; and 

{li) that the District Press Adviser of Noakhali refused permi.ssion 
to publish even the purport of the Government order as a 
piece of news in the Deshervonec, which appeared in many 
papers of Bengal? 

{d) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to .state the ieason.s for the i>Niiing <,{ the aforesaid order on 
the JJeshervanee? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

{h) No. 

in ii) The paper had been publishing distorted accounts of alleged 
“grievances”. 

{ii) Yes. 

(d) Tlie paper, in spite of warnings, was publishing misrepresenta- 
tions calculated to promote communal enmity and hatred. 

2 
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Offanoes against women. 

*92. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charjre of the Home (Police) Department be pleased ’ 
to state whether it is a fact — 

{i) that ofPences against women are being committed on an organised 
scale in the Province; and 

Hi) that such offences are on the increase? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what measures 
the Government contemplate taking to control such offences? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the total number of — 

{i) such cases, and 

(iV) the cases that ended in cxmAuction ; 

{hi) such offences committed against Hindu women; 

(ir) such offences committed against Muslim women; 

(v) Hindus accused in such cases; 

(r?) Muslims accused in such cases; 

during each of the years ltt38 and 1939 and up to November, 1940? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) (/) No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) The member is referred to the reply given to his starred question 
No. T1 (a) on the 15th August, 1938. Both the Inspector-General of 
Police, Bengal, and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, are fully alive 
to the serious nature of these offences and the police are doing all that 
is possible to check these offences. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

Staiemevt referred to in the reply to clause (c) of starred question Ao. 92, 





1940 


1938. 

1939. 

(up to 
November), 

(•■) 

.. 1,075 

1,223 

1,199 

(»■) 

273 

285 

220 

(ui) 

482 

222 

550 

(iv) 

515 

241 

649 

(e) 

565 

162 

582 

(w) 

.. 1,278 

306 

1,308 
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Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to answer (a) (/) what 
^grounds there are for Government to think on the crime figures rising 
that these crimes are not perpetrated on an organised scale?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The mere fact that the 
figures are rising does not justiiy the interenee that there is an organi- 
sation behind it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having legard to the fact 
that the police activities have not been able to lower or check these 
crimes, is Government considering the desirability of adopting further 
measures to check these crimes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not quite understand 
what further measures the honourable member means, but (ioveriiment 
have been considering the whole question, because as 1 had occasion 
to si>eak the other day it is a blot on the administration that these 
ofleiices should be on tlie increase. Theref(»re, we are doing our bes< 
in the matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of appointing a committee, say, of three High 
Court judges to go into tlie whole question and advise the Government 
as to what should be done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give an answer 
to that >traightawa> . 


Last B.C.S. examination and Scheduled Caste candidates. 

*93. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(?) how many candidates from the Scheduled Castes appeared in 
the last Bengal Civil Service Examination ; 

(n) how many of them have pa-ssed the said examination; 

(tit) how many of them have been provided with the posts of Sub- 
Deputy Collector; and 

(ti’) whether any of the passed candidates have been recruited as 
Upper Division clerk? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (tv) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) Nine. 

(u) Five, including' one found medically unfit. 

(Hi) Two. 

(iv) No. 

(6) There was no vacancy for a member of the Scheduled Castes. 

Bahu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of recruitments as Sub-Deputy Collectors 
this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the figure for 
this year. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which amwert were laid on the table) 

‘‘Deehapriya”, a Bengali weekly of Chittagong. 

85. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased stale — 

(i) whether it is a fact that notices have been served by the 
District Magistrate of Chittagong on the Deshapnya^ a 
Bengali weekly paper of Chittagong, ordering it to submit all 
the matter to the censor before the paper is printed and 
published ; 

(//) whether it is a fact that the above order was served 9 months 
ago and that order is still in force ; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that four persons, one after another, applied 
to the District Magistrate of Chittagong for his permission 
to become printer of the weekly Dcshapriya? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the District Magis- 
trate refused permission to any one of the applicants to become printers 
and at the same time ordered the paper to stop publication till suitable 
printer was appointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that the weekly Deshapriyn has ceased to be printed 
and published ns the result of the order of the District Magistrate of 
Chittagong? 
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Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) {i) and (ni) Yes. 

(u) It was served in January, 1940, and is still in force. 

(6) Permission was refused to these persons on their applications 
made between 29th March, 1940, and 6th November, 1940. On Hth 
December, 1940, the Editor was advised to postpone publication till a 
suitable printer and publisher were declared according to law. The 
previous printer and publisher had ceased to work as such before this 
order was passed. 

(c) Publication was suspended for some time. 


Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1>6 
pleased to state with reference to answer (c) whether that paper is 
being published now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The order is still in force. 


Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The paper was suspended for 
some time. I want to know whether it is in circulation now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ ! 1 want notice. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (h), 
vill the Hoii'hle Minister be pleased to state what is the criterion of 
the suitability of the printer and publisher? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for (he Magistrate 
to decide; I cannot say. 


Externment order on Sushil Chandra Das Gupta. 

3S. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon hie 

Minister in charge oi the Rome Department aware — 

(i) that one Sushil Chandra Das Gupta, employee in tlie Kh‘ctrical 
Department of the Calcutta Corporation, was served with 
an order of externment from (’alciitta direi-tiiig him to 
leave Cah*utta within 24 hours and to reside in the district 
of P'aridpur; 

that upon compliance with the said order of externment Ik; 
• applied to no effect to the Additional Seeretary, Political 
Department. Government of Bengal, for an adeijiiute allow- 
ance for maintaining himself and family ; and 
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(m) that he has got no employment since after his extemment? 

(h) Has the Hon ’hie Minister considered the desirability of grant- 
ing a maintenance allowance to the said Sushil Chandra Das Gupta? . 

Th« Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Tes. 

(a) (it) and (h) Applications were received and considered but were 
rejected as the conditions of the internee did not justify an allowance. 
(a) (Hi) I have no information. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what were the conditions of the internee which did 
not justify an allowance P 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The facts elicited on 
enquiry are that he was getting Its. 30 to Rs. 40 a month before 
restrictive orders were passed. He is now* living with his father, a 
practising miikhtear with an income of Rs. 90 monthly. The father 
has six sons and four daughters and the internee a wdfe. Our view is 
that he is not entitled to an allowance lKH*aiisc {a) the conditions of 
the restriction do not preclude liis getting employment, and (h) his 
father is in a position to support him. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
l)€ pleased to state whether he is aware that he sought employment, 
but he could not get any ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have no information. 

Mr. 8U REN DR A NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he w ill be pleased to enquire into the fact 
that his father is old and cannot earn even Rs. 30 a month? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Our information is other- 
wise. 1 cannot say anything further. 


Extemment order on the Manager of the weekly “Forward Bloc”. 

39. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that one Phani Mazumdar was serving in Calcutta as the 
Manager of the w'eekly Forward Bloc, while an order was 
served upon him on the 8th January, 1941. to reside at his 
father’s residence at Madaripur in the district of Faridpur; 
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(ti) that he requested the District Magistrate of Faridpur either 
to set him free or to provide for his maintenance; and 

(Hi) that the latter refueed to do either of the twoP 

(b) Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of granting 
an adequate allowance to the said Phani MazumdarP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
issuing the externment order on himP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Such an order was 
served on him on the 9th January, 1941. 

(ii) and (m) On advice given him in an interview with the District 
Magistrate and Superintendent of Police on 24th January, 1941, he 
iias submitted a petition for amendment of the order or grant of an 
allowance. This was received by the District Magistrate on 5th 
February, 1941, and is under that officer’s consideration. 

(h) No application for an allowance has hitherto been received by 
Government. 

(c) The local officers report that the order (which was not one of 
externment) was served as his activities within the district were found 
to be undesirable. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answers 
(i/) and (m), wiW the llorrhle Minister be pleaded to state whether the 
District Magistrate has disposed of the petition? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not yet 

Recruitment of Sub-Deputy Collectors from Scheduled Castes. 

40. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of Sub-Deputy Collectors recruited this year; 

(6) the number of them that are from the Scheduled Castes; and 

(c) whether percentages of the communal ratio in services were 
observed in the matter of those recruitments P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Twenty. 

(b) Two. 

(r) Yes. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was g i ven) 

(At this stage question No. 125 was called.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards this question 
I have made certain enquiries 


Mr. SPEAKER: The answer may be taken as read. 


Persons under Defence of India Rules. 

•126. Mr. 8YED UALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will ihe Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of persons arrested and convic^ted, detained and 
restrained in the Province under the Defence of India 
Pules showing the figures separately, district by district 
including Calcutta, from the Dt January, 1940, to dDt 
January, 1941 ; 

(h) the number of persons arrested and (‘onvicted fur offering 
rntyayrahu in the Province showing the figures separately, 
district by district including Calcutta, trom the 1st 
January, 1940, to dlst January, 1941; 

(c) the number of persons now in the jail hospitals under medical 

treatment amongst those convicted or detained under the 
Defence of India Rules with their names and addresses 
showing the figures separately, district by district; and 

(d) the number of them released on medical ground with their 

names from the 1st January, 1940, to 31st January, 1941? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (6) Statistical 
information ns desired by the honourable member is not readily avail- 
able and to compile it would entail an expenditure of time, labour and 
money which I am not prepared to undertake. Information to hand 
is, however, included in the statement laid on the table. 

{c) and (d) The information is not available but is being obtained 
and I will communicate the results of my enquiry to the honourable 
member on receipt of replies. 
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StaUmeni referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (6) of starred question 
No. 125, giving infonnation up to the latter half of January, 1941. 



Number of persons dealt with 
under the Defence of India 

Rules. 

NumlaT of 
satyagrahis. 


Arrc'st- 

ed. 

Convict- 

ed. 

Detain- 

ed. 

Restrict- 

ed. 

Arrest- 

ed. 

(Convict- 

ed. 

Burdwan 

82 

41 


7 



Birbhum 

2 

28 


11 

2 

2 

Bankura 


9 


o 

2 

2 

Midnapore 


2r> 


0 

10 

10 

Hooghly 

17 

20 


3o 

14 

a 

5 

Howrah 

{) 

10 


1 

1 

24-Parganas 

3 

9 


3 

Calcutta 

403 

392 


24 



Nadia 

7 

11 


1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Murshidabad 

4 

12 


11 

Jessort* 

2 

3 



1 

I 

Khulna 

0 

7 





Kajshahi 

10 



8 

’ 1 

1 

Hinajpur 

“) 

23 


27 

Jalpaigiiri 

112 

9 


4 



Darjeebng 


39 


7 


1 

Raiigpur 

Bogra 

0 

2 


7 

3 

1 

Pabna 

,3 

3 j 





Malda 


2 


8 



Dacca 

40 

29 




2 

Myinensiiigh 

28 

.71 


173 

2 

Faridpur 

42 

33 


1(> 



Bakarganj 

10 

14 


30 



Tippera 

43 

i 38 


40 1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Noakhab 

Chittagong 

3 

11 

24 

1 3b 


1 23 

112 

i J 

Total 

894 

870 

140 

080 

33 

33 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would not be able 

to answer any supplementary question. 


Mr, SPEAKER: First let us see whetber there are any supple- 
mentary questions at all. 

(No supplementary questions were put.) 
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Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read the following message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council, namely : — 

“Tha/t the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council with amendments at its 
meeting held on the 11th of March, 1941, and that the concurrence of 
the Assembly be asked to the amendments made in the Bill by the 
Councir’. The amendments are laid on the table. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


7 — Land Revenue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must close this debate at about 6 o’clock. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose 1lie cut motion moved by Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed and my 
reasons are very simple. The House is aware that Government 
appointed some time ago a special committee to enquire into the whole 
problem about the Chandina tenants and that committee has just 
concluded its labour. The report is not available. Tlie report is 
being prepaied and Government hope to leccivc* the rejiort within the 
next few days. In order to give relief to tlie tenants of Chandina 
areas, jiemling com])rehensive legislation by Government, last year 
the House passed a Bill known as the Non-Agricultural Temporary 
Brovisions Bill. It has given a respite to the Chandina tenants. In 
this view of the matter I don’t think that there is any justification 
for the observation that Government have failed to give relief to the 
Chandina tenants. 

With these few words I oppose the cut motion. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Hs. ^l.ASdKK) under the head “7— Land Revenue” be reduced by 
Hs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the following result;-- 


AYES--33. 


AbiHl WahH, MiMlvi. 

Akvl Fail. Mr. M«. 

AhmMI KbM, Mr. 

•Mtrll, Mr. latya Piiya. 

•araia, Viba Praaibart. 

■armaa, Baba Ibyaaia Praiai. 
Baraian, Baba Upaaira Nalb. 
BbawMik Dr. Babinbra Ohanira. 
BInraa, Mr. taraabra Nath. 


Cbakrabarty. Mr. Jatinbra Nath. 
Chaabhart, Rai Hartabra Nath. 
Daa, Mr. Maaaiahan. 

Daa eapta. Baba Khafaabra Nath. 
DatU Bapta, Mias Mira. 

Datta MaiaaM, Hr. Nibaraaba. 
Caraabal Hapaa, Kaai. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atal Kriahaa. 
Biaaabbla Ahaiab, Mr. 
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MalaMlB Mf. tyH. 

All Ma|«Mtar, Mulvi. 

KkM, Mr. D«k«Bira Ull. 

» KsMiTt Mr. AtMl Siiaatfra. 

KsUm Mr. NMiitka Hatk. 

Milantfar. Mn. Hkaiaprtva. 
MaainaMMM Htaaakail, MmImi Mi. 


MhM Nktala, Mr. 
Ak alw ii M k Akaai, Mr. 
R»y^ Mr. Akkra Okkaire. 
tkkfki, Mr. iMkkka lakkar. 
SkakaiaH, Mr. 

•tafka, Rakk Kakaira Malk. 
Wallkr Rakaaa. Maalvi. 


NOES-~6t. 


AkikI Hkti. Mr. Mina. 

Akial NakiM Vlkrampari. Maalvi MA 
AMai Majii. Maalvi. 

Akialla-Ai MakiaaaA Mr. 

Akiar Rakmaa Miiiil, Mr. 

Akiar Raikaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa takaaiar Maalvi t. 

Akial Matalak Malik, Dr. 

Afciai fkakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akal Haiaia Akaiai, Mr. 

AkaMi All EaayalMri. Kkaa Bakaiar Maalaaa. 
Akmti All Mriiha, Maalvi. 

Akaiai Hataia, Mr. 

Aitaxaiiln Akmai, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Amiaallak, Kkaa Sakik Maalvi. 

Aaararal Axiai, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 

Aalai HoiMia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Aikar AH. Maalvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mi. 

Bail- Hart, Mill F. B. 

Biiwu, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Ckikiraaiali, Mr. 4 . W. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakai Ckaaira. 

Dan, Baba Oikinira Natk. 

Eikar, Mr. UFiniraaatk. 

Farkai Rail Ckewikary, Mr. M. 

Faxial Haa, tki Hon'kii Mr. A. K. 

Faxlal Qaailr, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

BrlMIki, Mr. C. 

Byaiaddin AkmvdCkeaikary, AlkaiJ. 
NaAiaddin Okaadkari, Maalvi. 

Nanliaiiln Akaiad, Kkaa iaklk. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Kkaa Iaklk Maalvi. 
Hayaraad, Mr. Rofan. 

Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 


MaliaiMa Akaiai, Maalvi. 

Maflaaiiia Okaaikary, MaalvL 
Maaiat, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

Maaial. Mr. Birat Okakira. 

Maaial, Mr. iafat Okaaira. 

Maairaiiia Akkaai, Maalvi. 

Makiia Ali. Mr. Md. 

Margaa, Mr. Bh 0.1.1. 

Maiiaai AU MalUk, Maalvi M. 

Maiaaiaial Haa, Maalvi Md. 

Makaaiaiai Atial, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvi lyai. 
Makaaiaiad Ibrakim. Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai likakai, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai tliilgaa, Kkaa Bakadar Dr. tyti. 
Mukarjaa, Mr. Tarkaatk, M.B.E. 

Mallick. tki Haa'kii Mr. Makaaia Bikary. 
Maikarrat Henaia, tki Noa’kli Naarak, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

Raikat, tki Nia'bli Mr. praiaaaa Dik. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiraai. 

•aiaraiiia Ahaiid. Mr. 
laNraiiia Akaiii. Hi|i. 

•arkar. Baba Maikaiaiaa. 

•aaiota, Mr. R. M. 

•kakabaddla, Mr. Kkwaja, O.B.E. 

•kaiaiaidla Akmii Kkoaikar. Mr. 
lyiiior, Mr. 4 . N. 

•Iriar, Baba LItta Maaia. 
laiHk, Mr. H. BrabaaL 
•ahraarariy, tki Hon'bli Mr. H. 1. 

Tamiiaiiln Kkaa, tki Nin’bli Mr. 

Totil Akaiii Okiaikary, Maalvi Ha|l. 

Yoaiaf Mina. 

Yaiat All Okiaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes being and the Noes G8, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that -the demand of Rs. 31,58,000 for expenditure under the head 
“T— Land Revenue” l>e reduced by Rs. 100. In this connection I 
Want to raise a discussion about the urgency of further amending the 
liengal Tenancy Act -with a view to abolishing the law of arrest and 
detention and inipri.sonnient of the judgment-debtor. 

Sir, the law, which empowers a creditor to arrest and put into 
prison the judgment-debtor for his debts is a most iniquitous and 
savage law of the country. This law is the reminiscence of the custom 
prevailing in ancient Greece and Rome where in bygone days the 
debtor was the slave of the creditor. But now in Europe this law has 
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been abolished, but it is a matter of greni regret that it is still on the 
Indian statute book. The question of freedom of the debtor from 
harassing threat of arrest and detention in prison need not be over- 
stressed in these days of democracy. Section fiO of the Civil Procedure 
Code which applies to all suits and execution cases, .provides exemp- 
tion from attachment the tools of artizans, the implements of 
husbandry where the judgment-debtor is an agriculturist and such 
cattle and seed-grain, as may, in the opinion of the Court, be necessary 
to enable him to earn his livelihood. Section 61 further provides that 
the Provincial Government may declare that such portion of 
agricultural produce or of any class of agricultural produce, as may 
appear to the Provincial Government to be necessary for the purpose 
of providing until the next harvest for the due cultivation of the 
land and for the support of the judgment-debtor and his family, shall 
be exempted from liability to attachment or sale in execution of a 
decree. But, Sir, it is very curious that the law has no respect for 
the jierson of the judgment-debtor. The judgment-debtor is allowe<l 
by the law to cultivate his land and maintain his family. But sup- 
pose during the season for cultivation the agriculturist, the only 
earning member of the family, is arrested and detained in prison for 
six months by a Civil Court on the application of the creditor. Then 
the {question is us to who w'ill cultivate the land and maintain his 
family in his absence. To quote the words of Sir Courtenay Ilbert, 
“Of what use is it to preserve by law to the debtor the bare necessaries 
of life when he can be compelled to give them uj) by threat of 
imprisonment?” In that case, the effect of exemption of tools of 
artizans and implements of husbandry from attachment becomes 
nugatory, so long as there exists the provision for arrest and deten- 
tion in prison of the judgment-debtor. There is another thing worth 
mentioning in this connection, and that is that the judgment-debtor 
shall not merely by reason of release from prison be discharged from 
his debt even after serving out the full term of imprisonment. The 
subsistence allowance paid by the creditor will be added to the 
decretal amount as the cost of the execution case. Can any law. 
Sir, be more atrocious than this? There would have been some 
justification of the law if the decretal amount for which the judgment- 
debtor was arrested would have been fully satisfied by detaining the 
judgment-debtor in prison for six months or six wet'ks as the case may 
be. This la^v is meant mainly to humiliate the poor debtor, but it 
not only entails unnecessary humiliation and harassment of the 
judgment-debtor, but it also entails great economic waste. By the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1940 (Act XVIII of 1940), a 
new section 168A has been inserted, and by that section it has been 
provided that notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this 
Act or in any other law or in any contract, a decree for arrears of rent 
due in respect of a tenure or holding whether having the effect of a 
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rent decree or money decree or a certificate for such arrear signed 
under the Bengal Public Demands Recover^' Act, 1913, shall not be 
^ executed by the attachment and sale of any movable or immovable 
]>roperty other than the entire tenure or holding to which the decree 
or certificate relates. Now, Sir, in enacting this salutary provision 
of law the intention of the Legislature was tlu\t the rent being the 
first charge on the bolding, the decree or the -certificate should be 
executed by attachment or sale of the defaulting tenure or holding 
and the attachment and sale of no other movable and immovable 
property of the judgment-debtor has been prohibited by the law. 
Section 5o of the Civil Procedure Code relates to the arrt'st and 
detention of the judgment-debtor in prison, and it is still in force. 
Therefore, the subsequent Act of this Legislature may not become 
elective if a creditor takes recourse to section 55 of the Civil Proce- 
dure Code. And in this way the good intentions of this Legislature 
may be baffled and the salutary provision of law made by it may be 
frustrated by the creditor bs taking recourse to section 55. Even 
then the exemption from attachment and sale of movable and immov- 
able property will be rendered nugatory and ineffective unless and 
until the law for the arrest and imprisonment of the judgment -debtor 
IS abolished. Even without attachment and sale a judgment-debtor 
can be forced to sell his all by the mere threat of arrest and imiirispn- 
nient. I submit, Sir, that it is a curious anomaly in law. I do not 
know wlietlier it is intentional or accidental that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act of 1940 exempts from attachment and sale the 
movable and immovable pro]>erties (d the judgmen't-dtditor. Hut it 
does not exemiit from arrest and imprisonment of the person of the 
judgment-debtor. The sooner this anomaly is removed the better. 
Tlie powef of arrest and imprisonment given under the law to the 
creditor was seldom and very sparingly used by him, but since the 
publication of the aswmt of the Governor to this Bengal Tenancy Act, 
1940, in the CalntiUi Gazette on the 9th January, 1941, the cases of 
arrest and imprisonment have enormously increased. Where the land 
has little value and the landlord apprehends that there will not be any 
third party auction-purchaser, he proceeds against the movable 
property of the judgment-debtor, but since the amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1940, that course has been closed. The land- 
lord now proceeds against the p(*r8on of the judgment-debtor. The 
main object of inserting the new section 168A in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act is to mitigate the unnecessary harassment arising out of attach- 
ment or sale of movable and other immovable properties of the 
judgment-debtor by the landlords, but as the provision for arrest and 
detention in prison of the judgment-debtor is there in the statute book, 
instead of there being any mitigation there has been aggravation of 
humiliation and harassment of the tenants. A notice under Rule 37 
of Order 21 of the Civil Procedure Code for showing cause why the 
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tenant should not he arrested is sufficient enough to scare him away 
and put him out of his wit’s end just to compel him to sell his little 
belongings, that is, cattle, his seed-grain and agricultural produce which 
the law prohibits from attachment. Now, in the Bengal Money-lenders 
Act of 1940 there is a provision under section 37. Section 37 of the 
Money-lenders Act provides that, “Notwithstanding anything contain- 
ed in any law for the time being in force, no Court shall order 
execution of a decree passed in any suit to which this Act applies for 
arrest and detention in prison of the judgment-debtor.” So, under 
the Bengal Money-lenders Act the arrest and detention in prison of the 
judgment-debtor is specifically prohibited, hut I fail to understand 
why a similar provision should not he made in the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act for abolisliing the arrest and imprisonment of the 
tenants by the landlords. 

Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that he will w^ithout any 
delay bring a suitable legislation for abolition of the law of arrest and 
detention in prison of the judgment-debtor. With these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I crave the 
indulgence of the House to put in a few words in 8upj)ort of the motion 
which has been so ably put by my friend Mr. Barman. Sir, the 
question is a very important one and it has arisen out of certain laches 
on the part of the Legislature. Mr. Barman made it formidably clear 
that the policy of this House has been a progressive relaxation of the 
rules operating against the judgment-debtor. Sir, so far as the Money- 
lenders Act is concerned, by section 37 it has been made- clear that 
persons will not be liable to arrest whatever may be the character, 
quality and quantity of the indebtedness, and it is only a bare justice 
which is long overdue that has been introduced by the provisions of 
flection 37 of the Act. But the difficulty of the provision for arrest 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act, which also by the bye is an improvisa* 
tion of the Civil Procedure Code, remains where it was. 

Sir, the method of execution for realisation of arrears of rent has 
been laid down in the Bengal Tenancy Act as a replica of the provisions 
of the Civil Procedure Code and the hardship caused upon the 
judgment-debtor in rent suits has been sought to be mitigated by the 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, but, Sir, the difficulty is that 
the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act touches only the question 
of immovable property, but does not go further. By the provisions 
of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act, whenever there is a question 
of following immovable property, we have decided by a piece of 
legislation that the property which will be liable to be followed is 
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only the holding in question and no other immovable property. But 
that does not touch the question of realisation of arrears of rent by 
following the person of the judgment-debtor himself. 

Now, Sir, probably my friend the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister 
will say that under section 51 of the Civil Procedure Code it is not 
merely an application of a desire of the landlord which will make 
them liable to arrest, but we know from our experience that an ordinary 
affidavit is good enough for bringing the judgment-debtor within the 
purview of that section. For example, the law says that wlienever 
a judgment-debtor is about to leave his place of residence or otherwise 
tries to defraud the decree-holder, then an apjdication for arrest will 
lie. Now, Sir, a tenant will go to a relative’s liouse in the next 
village, probably to the house of the daughUu* or son-in-law, and he 
will probably wait there for a week or so that the decree-holder’s 
gomastha will run to the Civil Court and will swear an affidavit that 
the tenant has fled away from his place of residence without making 
any arrangement for the payment of decretal dues, and he has fled 
away with a view to defrauding the dues of the decree-holder. At 
once there will be simultaneous processes, one in connection with the 
notice to show cause and another by way of arrest, and when the 
judgment-debtor will be brought under arrest he will neither liuve tlie 
nerve nor resources to combat tlie sworn testimony of the landlord. 
I fully appreciate the difficulties that ha\e been advanced by my 
friend Mr. Barman, and I also speak from my personal knowledge 
that ever since the enactment of the last Bengal Tenancy Act the big 
zemindars like the Midnapore Zemindary Company and other zemindars 
have consulted lawyers and even eminent lawyers of Calcutta, and I 
know an organised attempt is being made throughout Bengal on behalf 
of the landlords to defeat the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act by putting into operation in a large number of cases 
the provisions of section 51 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Sir, if we have been able to do justice to the judgment-debtors in 
other cases, let us also be fair and square to the judgment-debtors in 
rent decrees and let us, Sir, give a final shape to the policy of this 
House that whatever may be the indebtedness, the indebtedness must 
not make the debtor liable to personal arrest, and I hope my friend 
the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will consider the question in a broad 
and sober spirit, and will tr>* to implement the previous amendment 
by introducing a further amendment to set at rest this complicated 
question which is bound to give rise to numerous difficulties all over 
the province. If this is not remedied, the landlords will take recourse 
to a larger number of such applications and that will embitter the 
already bitter relations between the landlords and the tenants. So, 
in the interest of the tenants, in the interest of the zemindars, in the 
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interest of the purity of the progressive legislation that we have moot^dj^ 
let us hope that the Hon’ble Minister will give a finishing touch in a 
proper way in this connection. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have 
listened with very great interest to the interesting speech which my 
honourable friend Mr. Sanyal has just delivered, but I have a shrewd 
suspicion, Sir, that my friend has spoken on theory and not from 
actual experience; moreover, he had neither the Civil Procedure Code 
before him, nor a copy of the amended Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
first mistake he made was by stating that the amended section 168 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act only made it obligatory on the landlord to 
realise arrear rent from the holding, but it does not safeguard other 
properties. Mr. Sanyal said that the landlord cannot touch any 
other immovable property. That is not a fact. The landlord cannot 
touch any other movable or immovable property. (Mr. Sasvnka 
Sekhar Sanyal: No, no, it is the person and not property.) I am 
coming to that. The landlord cannot touch any other movable and 
immovable property. So that is the first mistake which my honourable 
friend Mr. Sanyal has committed. The section takes into consideration 
both movable and immovable properties. (Mr. Surendra Nath 
Biswas: What about the person?) About the person he has made 
a reference to section 51 of the Civil Procedure Code. Under provisions 
of section 51 of the Civil Procedure Code no Court can order execution 
of a decree for payment of money by detention in prison, unless it is 
satisfied that the judgment-debtor with the object of obstructing or 
delaying the execution of the decree (1) is likely to abscond or leave 
the local limit of the jurisdiction of the Court. That question does 
not arise, in case of rent decrees, because rent is the first' charge and 
the landlord must proceed against the holding in arrear. Even if the 
tenant absconds, he cannot abscond with the land. So that argument 
of Mr. Sanyal falls to the ground. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: How? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Are arrests made illegal? 

The Hon’blo 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Arrest can be 
made under sub-clause (u) of section 51 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Sub-clause (n) of section 51 runs thus: — 

‘‘Unless the Court is satisfied that the judgment-debtor has after 
the institution of the suit in which the decree was passed dishonestly 
transferred, concealed or removed any part of his property or 
committed any other act of bad faith in relation to his property.” 
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^ .j, Hollis is the only section under which n landlord or creditor may 
proceed against the judgment-debtor. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I nder (n and (ii)y 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Clause {i) does 
not apply after the amendment of section 1(>8 of the Rcngal 'renancy 
Act. He must first of all proceed against the holding in arrcar. So 
even if the tenant absconds, that does not justify prot'ceding against 
his person. Mr. Sanyal has said that imnc adidaxit wouhl convince 
the Court that money is not realisable. Hut that is not a fact. Sir 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Are not these tilings done by 
affidavit ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir. How 
can it be done after section 1G8 of the Bengal Tenancy Act has been 
amended. If we dispose of clause (t), we must fall back on clause (ii), 
and in the case of clause (ii), it applies only to those cases where the 
tenant after the decree has been passed has fradulently transferred 
the holding in arrear. So you should have no sympathy for a person 
who is out to defraud. If you want to shield a person who is definitely 
committing an act of bad faith, who is jirepared to defraud his 
creditor, I have nothing to say. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The whole question is that these things are done 
by affidavit. 

The Hoh’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Even it this is 
done by affidavit, the landlord cannot get away from the fact that 
there is the holding in arrear and the landlord must saiisty the 
Court 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: He does not proceed against 
the property. He proceeds to arrest the man. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; How can he? 

In that case he must satisfy the Court that the property has been 
transferred fradulently. [Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Santal: Look at 
clause (it).] 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a debatable point of law. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDiN HA8HMEY: There is misunderstanding 
on both sides. 

3 
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The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
that there is any substance in the ar^rtents advanced. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Anyhow that is your reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir; that 
is my reply, and I am fully convinced of the logic of my reply. 
There is no necessity for amending the Act. Moreover, the landlord 
wants money. It does not pay a landlord to put a judgment-debtor 
into prison, because it means additional cost so far as he is concerned. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The cost is charged againet 
the holding. It will be added. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He has to deposit 
the cost before he can put the judgment-debtor into prison. I do not 
think, Sir, that the landlords are anxious to put the tenants into 
prison ignoring the arrear rent. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 could not follow the 
Hon’ble Minister. May I enquinj whether the Hon'ble Minister 
means that a landlord or a creditor cannot proceed against hi^ tenant 
or judgment-debtor tor execution cd a decri‘e by ane, sting hiiny 

Mr. SPEAKER: After hearing both sides, all 1 wish to say is 
that it is a vi'ry debatable question of law. 1 don't think that this 
question can be settled in the Assembly. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Me are not anxious for 
voting, but we want the Hon'ble Minister to refer the matter to the 
Law Department for their advice, so that the matter may be settled. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If there are any instances in which things have 
happened as you have stated, then it would be better to juit a (]uestion. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I will put a question to 
elicit information regarding some districts in which this is being done. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is no use 

putting a question, because my friend has said that there is an 
organised attempt on the part of 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I have said that it will only 
lead to an organised attempt on the part of the zemindars. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In aii> mso. I 
am prepared to give this much assurance that we shall examine this 
question and if we find that this provision is being abused, Govern- 
ment will certainly come forward with an amendment, lint at least 
this is not a problem as yet. 

The motion ol Air. Shyauia Prosad Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 31,58,000 under the head “T — Taind Revenue” be reduct'd by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, 1 beg to move tliat the 
demand of R.s. 31,58,000 under the head “7 — litind Revenue’* l>e reduced 
by Rs. too. 

I am glad to learn that the Re\enue Minister has realised that 
there will be liardslii]) on the tenants if the revaluation is made under 
(hapted VII A of the Bengal Cess Manual I want to add some 
arguments which may helii the Hon’ble Minister to decidt' to stt»j) the 
revaluation under the said chapter. Cnder this rhapter ('ess is a-ssessed 
on annual value of cess-paung land. The annual value ol ((*ss-paying 
lands is calculated not ut)on rent iiayuble but upon “acreagt' rate” 
as deteimined under st'ction 107D <d the Act The a( rea^e rate is 
determined to reach a figure by which the existing cess (h'lnand can 
be increa''ed b^ more than 20 ]>er cent. Section 107D (2) (5) i^'ad^ thus 
-“a rate iikel\ to increax* the total cess demand in tin' district by more 
than 20 pt'r <'entum.” IMease mark that at least 20 per centum oi cess 
should be increased b\ the district authorities. Therefore, the dl^trict 
authorities must manipulate tin* figure .so that the c(*ss (h'niainl nia\ be 
lnclea^ed b\ mole than 20 ])(‘r cent. I must say that it i> uM ng in 
])niici]de that at least 20 jicrcentum is to be increascul ^Gn1h(•I tin* 
economic condition is good or bad 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is that so^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, Sii, that is the ruh . and 
1 must >a> that that is wrong in principle. The district authority 
has to reach that, figure even by mani])ulation. In determini nj^ such 
a rate the (hdlector shall take among.st others the f(dh»\Mng matieis 
into consideration: — 

• 1) The maximum rate according to his estimate under sub-sert ion 

mB(2){h). 

The amount oi the exi.stiiig demand for Road Cess and i'uhlic 
• Works Ce.ss in the district and the incidence thereof. 

(3i The rate of rent generally payable by raxifots or under-roi/;«,/i 
of all grades 
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Sir, the result of consideration of all these matters is meant to ibe 
that the cess demand must be increased by more than 20 per cent. 
If that be the (;a8e, what is the good of those factors being taken into 
consideration 

Mr. SPEAKER: But my impression is that the Act ])uts a limit 
that it should not exceed more than 20 j)er (ent., and that does not 
mean that it must be increased necessarily 0) 20 i)er cent. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The condition under wliich the 
assumption is made that the land produces a normal crop of ])addy 
does not hold good. The agricultural yield has deteriorated. The 
figures of total yield and export of rice and jute of 1928-20 when 
compared with those of 1935-d6 will find a decline of yield, for the 
prices of 1935-36 have fallen to one-half bf those of 1928-29 instead 
of having increased. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Brasad Singh Roy and 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal were conferring with Mr. Sj)eaker, when 
Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar after a j)ause drew the attention of 
Mr. Speaker in the following terms.)) 

Sir, this is a very imj)urtant question, and I would request Sir 
Bijoy Prasad to give me a hearing. It is esjiecially imj>ortant in that 
even the Revenue Department was not aware of this law. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: You are simply 
misreading the rule. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No, Sir, that is not so 

1 am quoting from a book by Mr. Niranjan Roy m.a., n.n., which 
says, “Many such factors may be mentioned : the rate ol rent is being 
determined on the general productivity of each area, but the condi- 
tions under which the produce of the land is obtained shall not apply. 
Each of these factors demand expert knowledge and practical skill 
and experience and skill in matters of agriculture which, if not 
adequately provided for, will result in palpable injustice, in spite i>f 
precautions of an elaborate process of publications as envisaged in 
sections 107G and 107F.” And your District Magistrates are not 
experts us stated by Mr. Niranjan Roy, m.a., b.l., from whose works 
I have quoted. There is no provision to take into account the cost 
of cultivation while calculating the annual income of the land. 

Sir, I am quoting the figures of the district of Malda by way of 
example. I am glad that after objection being taken by me and other 
tenants, the district has been divided into four units in place of two 
as previously done, and the annual value of the land has been deter- 
mined in place of Rs. 50 and Rs. 40 at Rs. 31-4, Rs. 32-8, Rs. 35 and 
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Rs. 40. The acreagre rate will be one-fifth maximum and tliou^h the 
provision is that the acreage rate is fixed at one-fitth of the maximum 
.figure, the acreage rate is rougiily Rs. 7 on an average. The tenants 
will have to ])ay cess for an acre ot land at '\ annas uml (i ]>ies. 

On rental basis the cess demand was, according to the Govern ment 
figure for a raii^ati tenant, 1 anna \l j)ies }>er acre on average That 
means that the tenant has to pa\ 2 annas ’U pies more In the>e liard 
(lays wlien the tenants <'annot afibrd to i)ay rents, they ha\e t(» hear an 
additional burden of 2] annas as eess in addition to what i^ j)a tl by 
them now Now tlie cess is paid on rental basis, thougii the i«‘nt is 
in excess (in the district of Malda, the revenue t)aid by zemindars is 
Rs 4.81,222-1-9 and the rents realised by them is Rs. 2r).78,')Sd ' And 
still the Muharajkumar Rahadur oi Rurdwan will sa\ tliat cnmiiaMal to 
the revenues ]mid liy the zemindars the rents realised iby them aie not 
♦‘xcessively high. Tie has cited the rmijati rents preMiilin^ in the 
districts of Ilooghly and Ilowrah being Rs. 7-7 and Rs. 8-4 iesjM‘ctiv(d\ , 
but he has forgotten t(* mention the average rent paid b\ the umler- 
Kiii/dt th(*re. 1 may tell him that the averagi* nuit that tlir under- 
rmifat there jiavs to the zemindar is Rs 14 for Ilooghlx and Rs IS 
for Howrah per acre. (Nuning back to my district of Malda. Sir, 
the zemindar pays a revenue of (i annas on an a\erage, whereas the 
Tenant has to pay Rs. 2-4 for raiyati land and Rs. 5-10 tor under- 
niitiati land. Tlien if the cess is realised on a rental basis, there are 
some fixed data on which it is done. Rut the tenants have been paying 
excess rent since the lust Great War and they are ikying excess ecss 
as well on the said excess rent. The revaluation to be made umier 
this chapter of the cess to be paid is based on the estimatcMl \alue of 
annual prodyce oi the land and not on th<* actual produce oi the land. 
The estimate is mad(‘ on the supposition that the land jiroduces normal 
yield. 

In reply to my (luestison No. 184, dated the 22nd March, 1941, 
the Hon’ble Minister admitted that there is a partial lailuic of ( n»p 
this year in the district of Malda. Assuming that the pnalime of the 
land is Us. 85 per acre according to the figure arrived at bs the District 
Magistrate, the cost of the produce is roughly Rs. 28 per acre In^sides 
rent and existing cesses. After meeting all these charges, the agri- 
culturists can hardly have two meals a day. Reiigars income from 
agriculture has reached a saturated point, and I shall be glad if the 
Hon’ble Minister under the circumstances will stop the revaluation 
even at this stage; otherwi.se, I am afraid the Government will invite 
non-payment of cesses as tlie tenants cannot bear the burden oi paying 
one single pie more for they are already overburdened with taxation. 

I will now read out from a letter which I shall hand over to the 
popular Chief Minister of Bengal afterwards. It is to the following 

©ffett • — iiT? ^ tirjTT 
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iPf] C^ i^pm t^USK^ ^ 5tf^ tr^ 

When this came to our notice, I wrote to tiie District Majjfistrate 
on the 19th November, saying that I shall be glad to know how you 
obtained the figure which you accept as the basis of your calculation 
in determining the average annual imamie. No reply has yet been 
lecei-ved fnmi the District Magistrate to my letter. I shall only quote 
irom the Report of the Survey and Settlement ()i)erations in the dis- 
trict of Malda j)repared by Mr. M. O. (hirter on the basis of which 
the revaluation is going to be made. During the years l928-d5 
Mr. Reddie proposed that settlement o))erations should be taken up 
immediately. He apprehended that the existing agrarian trouble 
might become intensified, particularly in the Barind area, unless early 
action is taken to protect the tenancy right. Even so at that time 
what was the condition? Aftei the economic depiession of 19-1(), 
figure's were* taken for three families in tlie district ol Malda. In two 
cases it was found Rs. 1H-2-C and Rs. 0-4 in (‘ase of ordinary agri- 
culturists and in the third (‘use. which was the case ol a bi^ man, a 
tenure-lndder, the ibalam'e was found to bt' Rs. 70. It might lun'es- 
sarily b(' expected that during the economic depression whxh began 
in the middle of the settlement oj)erations, that is, in the yeai 1900, 
most ot the families under this head would have been in such a plight 
that reliel operations would have been necessary, but that was not 
the case. 'I’he truth is that in times of depression the cultivator is 
com])elled to lower his standard of living like everyone else. Sir, I 
will onh (|uote one f)as8agp 

Mr. SPEAKER; T think it is simple, although it ma\ be inter- 
preted in the other way. The Act says. “Such rate shall not exceed a 
rate likely to increase the total cess demand in the district by more 
than 20 per cent.” In other words, your rate must be such that if 
you want to increase, you cannot do it beyond 20 ])er cent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Even then 20 twenty ]>er 
cent, is there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no; it does not mean that it must go ui> to 
20 per cent. It may be 2 ])er cent. ; it may be 5 per cent. ; but if must 
not go beyond 20 per cent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That may be. But then 20 
per rent, is also permissible. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, that is the law. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I shall only quote one 
passage from Lord Linlithgow’s speech. I think Sir Bijoy has some 
regard for Lord Linlithgow at least. Lord Linlithgow delivered this 
’speech in the Princes’ Chamber. He said: (with only slight modi- 
fications) “This is a time of changing ideas and of new juditical 
conceptions and the importance of taking sueh measures and taking 
them in time needs no emphasis from me.” It is high time the 
Government became conscious of their duty to^\ards their ])eople. 
Indeed, “it will be foolish on the part of the Government if tliey leave 
the future to chance.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am afraid. 
Sir, my honourable friend has misunderstood the law. 1 do not admit 
there is any provision in Chajiter 7A of the Cess Act which entitles 
Government to increase the cess at least by 20 per cent. That is not 
so. On the other hand, there is a check; it is the maximum limit 
that is provided. If there is any increase, the increase should not 
exceed 20 per cent. That is the law. (Mr. Svukndhx N.viii Bis\v\s : 
Then amend it.) I am afraid my honourable friend has misunderstood 
it and has misinter])reted it—I sliould not say wilfully -due to mis- 
conception. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, if you look at the exn<*t wa\ in which 
the Act has been printed, it i^ likely to be misunderstood. What 
should have been done is this. Paragraphs ifi) and (h) should have 
been so printed and placed that sub-paragraphs (i). (li) and (i/M niight be 
taken as sub-paragra})hs of the wh(d(‘ thing; but as it is jirinted, (h) 
may be taken as a sub-])aragrapb of (i), (ia) and (tii). It is really the 
way of placmg which may give ri.se to misunderstandiJiig, and I think 
thJ mistake may be corrected by rearranging If you look at the thing 
you w'ill see it. 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, I will 
look into it. In any case, I explained to the House the other day that 
the operations under Chapter 7A have not proved a success at least 
80 far as we have been able to ascertain. On the other hand, thougdi 
the total cess demands im the districts are going down, in certain 
individual cases the incidence of cess is going up and going up very 
much. It is giving relief to the class of people who are placed in 
the category of cess tenure-holders — they are in many cases occupancy 
raiyats who let out only a portion of their land in harya. They may 
be very poor pieople and they do deserv'e relief. At the same time 
people who also are equally poor, the ordinary' cultivating ratyatu, 
their incidence of cess is going up in course of revaluation under Chapter 
7A. So, Government have decided to look into the question very care- 
fully before they actually enforce the newly revalued cess. We are 
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tryinpf to ascertain certain data. It is necessary for us to obtain 
certain data before we come to a decision. So I hope that will satisfy 
my friend and if he will supply me with specific instances, I shall 
carefully examine them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not want to intervene, hut I venture to 
make this suf^^estion because I happened to Ihe one who was a participant 
in the debate. You remember it Sir Bijoy? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, I 
reniembeT it. In fact, one-fifth limit was my su^rgestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole misunderstanding will be avoided if 
(a) and (h) are shown in one column and (7)1, (//) and ( 111 ) are shown 
as sub-paragraphs of the whole thing in anotluT column. This is (»nlv 
a printing arrangement. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the demand of 
Rs. ;U,58,()00 for expenditure under the head “7 — band Revenue" be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then ]>ut and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Piasad Singh Roy that 
a sum of Rs. ‘11,58,000 be granted for ex])enditure under the head 
“7 — Land Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

41 — Veterinary. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of Ilis Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 7,19,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “41— 
Veterinary.” 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I am not moving my 
motion No. 26. V e are giving the lead to Mr. Hashemj' to move his 
motion No. 27. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any othei motion likely to be moved? 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: Yes, Sir, I want to move mv motion 
No. 33. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of ILs. 7,19,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — 
Veterinary’ be reduced bv Rs. 100. The piirj>ose of my motion ia 
to raise a discussion about the maladministration in the Calcutta 
Society 
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Th6 Hon’bl© Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I know what motion 
the honourable member is movinof? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I am moving: my motion 
No. 27 with a slig-ht clian^e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a slight rlian^e. 
It is a violent departure from the procedure. Motion No. 20 relates 
to maladministration and motion No. 27 is about ^^rant. T would like 
to know which motion my friend is movinL’*. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we have made our posi- 
tion clear. Instead of myself inovinji’ motion No. 20, we liave piven 
the initiative to Mr. TTashem\ to move his motion No. 27. Mr. Mn(jbul 
llosain will move motion No. 2S ami Mr Puspajit will move motion 
No. 38. We shall (suicentrate discussion on the question relatinp to 
the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of (hueltv to Animals on motion 
No. 27. 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: But he is movin^>- motion 
No. 2f). 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: T am mo^ in^ my motion 
No. 27. But, Sir, it does not Tiiatter 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it does matter 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 be^ to move that 
the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. The purpose of my motion is to 
raise a discussion about the ^rant to the Calcutta Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is all ri^ht. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It is absolutely unne(cs- 
sary for me 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Therr, don’t speak. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I will not speak, but I 
will ^five you a file. I do not propose to make a speech about the 
(’alcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. My reason 
is this, that we are absolutely fed up, fed up in the sense that we find 
no force in the opposition. Nor do we find any life in the Coalition 
Party. The members of the Coalition Party are busy auditinj? the 
accounts of their achievements and failures of the past four ye^rs. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Has that anything to do 

with cruelty to animals ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes, because we are all 

animals. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 1 have just noticed that 
Mr. Sassoon has, with the help of a big file, instructed the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister with regard to the que.stion under discussion, and I 
hope, Sir, tliat the Hon’ble Chief Minister will not take brief on behalf 
of a ineinher ot tlie (^ilcuMa Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals in this House. I will not, as T have already said, make a 
speech on this subject. Only I will quote a few passages from a very 
reasonable and unprejudiced speech delivered f364 days 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Days or yeais? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Days not years, from a 
speech delivered on the 28th of March, 1940, by Maulvi Abul Hossain 
Ahmed, m.i..a. A copy of that .speech was forwarded to the Home 
Minister as well as to the Hon’ble Chief Minister. Before I submit 
the paper 1 have in my hand to the Hon’ble Chief Minister, I will 
retniml him of the fact that several members belonging to his party 
submitted a memorial to the Hon’ble Home Minister and to the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. The signatories of the memorial are — 

Mr. Abdul Karim, m.l.a. 

Khan Sahib Hatem Ali, m.l.a. 

Mr. Hamiduddiii Ahmed, m.i..a. 

Mr. Alalur Ra7.za<iue, m.l.a. 

Mr. Ahmed Hossain, m.l.a. 

Mr. S>ed Golam Sarwar, m.l.a, 

Mia Abdul Hafiz, m.l.a. 

Mr. Md. Israil, m.l.a. 

Khan Bahadur Hashim Ali Khan. 

Mr. Aminullah^ and others. 

Then again, Maulvi Abul Hossain Ahmed submitted another 
memorial to the Hon’ble Home Minister and to the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. Amongst other things, he quoted the report of the Pearson 
Committee and requested the Hon’ble Chief Minister to take immediate 
action on the report submitted by the Pearson Committee in the year 
1931. I will furnish the Hon’ble Chief Minister not with the editorial 
comments that appeared from time to time in the Amrita Bazcur Patrika, 
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A(lva7iri\ Iluidusthau Standard and other English and veruaciilur 
dailies of Calcutta, hut I cannot resist the temptation of giving him 
several cuttings not from correspondence but from the editorial com- 
ments of the semi-official i)aper of the Coalition Party, T mean tin* 
A:ad. Sir. with your permission I will rend some pass;^ges from the 
A:ad with regard to the maladministration that is going on in the 
Calcutta Society lor the I’revention of Cruelty to Animals: — 

c. s. P. c. a ^ 

r:i«^ (71 Tftfet ^5171 

^tt=?pT I "31:^ 3t7pfl Pea^^on Committ(‘e??^ttft*t 

^ 4t^ri <Fftpri ^ftc3 ^tfr^ 3T7t? 

I Pearson (’oinmittoi^ tl 

I t7 Tftrs 

7^ s\ (Tf ^Tpftr rstn (TT ?^l7t^s 

ftT3 Sfto ^ I 11% in»FrtTii ftw Tftfer iiijTt^TnfPi 

ftr^ ^ I ft: 

( 7 m m ( 7 J C. S. P (\ A.if '5R7p<ft%% f7I 

iife7rt'4 317% ^ ^ i iro 

^ 3^ 3t7lm ’tP? 

^137^ m I 

Theie .lie otliei long letters in this file which I will hand over to the 
llon’tile Ciiiet Minister immediately 

\\v .'started an agitation alter the tamous carters riot in the year 
1930. 1 mvselt led a deputation to the then Home Member, Sir 
M illiam Prentice. 1 also waited in ileputation on Sir M. Moherly, the 
tlien (diief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. I also moved 
personally, when 1 \>as a memhei of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
Nawah Mahiuddin Faro(|ui, the then Minister of Agriculture. The 
funn\ thing is that from 1930 up to date nothing has been done. After 
a good deal of a^?itation, the l*earson Committee was formed by the 
Government of Bengal, and their report was circulated to the members 
of the old Ijegislative Council. In tlnit report, the Pearson Committee 
recommended that “The administration of the Act should be taken 
up by Government to be worked either under a department of Govern- 
ment or as a branch of the Calcutta Police.” Sir, I shall also read 
another sentence from that report, and that is: ”The status and 
qualifica^ion^ of the officer in immediate charire of the administration 
of the Act should be those of an officer of the Bengal Provincial 
Veterinary Service.” The irony of fate is that the present Secretary 
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and Superintendent (Mrs. Stanley) has neither any academic qualifica- 
iion, nor has she any veterinary qualification or experience. Her only 
(|ualification is that she was for some time a nurse in a London 
Hospital. You will be surprised to hear that she is drawing? a salary 
of Rs. 1,000 a month, while the Benjral Veterinary Service people are 
^^ettin^ less than Its. 500 a month. You w’ill also he surprised to hear 
that before she became Secretary and Superintendent there were six 
Inspectors of which four were Muhammadans. Now out of eight 
Veterinary officers only one is a Muhammadan, thit of 70 officers only 
10 are Muhammadans. Formerly the strength of Muhammadan officers 
was 50 j)er cent. The funny thing is that under the regime of Mrs. 
Stanley the number of Muhammadan employees imluding Inspectors 
has been decreased from 10 tt) 20 per cent. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: A crusade against Islam ! 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY. The late Rai Bahadur 
N. N. Banerji, Pu})lic Prosecutor, 24rParganas, as one of the seniormost 
members of the Society, observed in a note submitted to the Pearson 
Committee, this is very significant, viz. — “That she wants to have her 
own way in every matter and is impatient on any disagreement w’ith her 
views. Most of the members of the Executive Committee are hu.sy men, 
and they generally attend meetings ;is a routine work to sanction the 
proiKisals of the Secretary. Pmctically the Secretary runs the show, 
and any member wlio disagrees with her on anv (|uestion of principle 
and procedure stands the risk of being replaced by one who is likely 
to support all her projKJsals The Societv by their action, in refusing 
to enlist Justice (\ iC. Biswas, Professor J. L. Banerjee, ex-M.L.c., Sir 
Hari Sankar Paul, Mr. M. Daud, Barister-at-Iiaw’. Dr. N. N. Sen, 
D.sc., p.R.s., and several other respectable and well-known citizens of 
Calcutta as members, has forfeited the symjiathy of the Indian public 
at Calcutta and the adoption of new rules, superseding old ones, 
destroying the public nature of the Siuietv is a most retrograde step 
that does not make peace and harmony ” 

(At this stage the re<I light was lit, and the House was adjo\irned 
for 20 minutes.) 


(A fler iuljouru nwn t . ) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Chairman, I did not 
finish when the House was adjourned. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose): But your time wa.s 
up. However, you try to finish it in a minute. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In this couuectiou, Sir, 
I would appeal to the Hon’hle the Chief Minister, even thou^^h lie ina\ 
not listen to me at all, to listen to the members of his own party. I 
* would ask him, if he keeps a ready reply, to tell us for what special 
reason Mr. Periera, an Anj^lo-Indian, has been appointed as Inspector 
on Us. 100 per month. I would also ask him to reply why in place 
of one male clerk who has rendered 20 years ot service three hi^hl\- 
jiaid female clerks have been ajipointed by Mrs. Stanlex ? Sii, I would 
reiiuest the llon’ble Ministei to do awa> with the services of this 
liinlily-paid lady Secretar^ of the Society and appoint instead one 
man with exiieiience and veterinary qualifications or an I.M.S. retired 
ofticer on a salary of Us. 200 or Us. 300 per month. That will solve 
the problems of the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. 

In conclusion, I would appeal to him to jmlKe the whole matter 
impartially and suspend the amount of Us. 91,000 allotted this ye.ir 
for the (\ilcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 be^ to support the 
cut motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Syed dalaluddin 
Hashemy. 

Sir, the (juestion of the administration of the Calcutta Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has been an intri^uin^^ 
tiuestion for more than ten years. The position to-day is very un- 
fortunate that althougrh the House is called upon to make an annual 
^rant of 81,000 rupees to the said Society and a representative 
in the name of the House is nominated by the Government, it is a 
tragedy that neither the Government nor this House has got any control 
over the administration of the said Society. Sir, it is a matter 
of recent history that in the year 1930 a serious riot took plmm among 
the carters and this led to the appointment of what is now 
known as the Pearson Enquiry Committee. The committee consisted 
of very influential and respectable men of Calcutta and was presided 
over by Mr. Justice Pearson. The committee came to very important 
conclusions and gave advice in a very pointed manner. The centre 
of the trouble of that not was the lady Superintendent who is also 
even now the Secretary and Superintendent of the Society. Sir, she 
has been drawing Us. 1,000 per month, i.e., Rs. 12,000 per year, 
and her only qualification is that although she has neither any 
veterinary training nor experience in that department, she was a 
nurse in a Ix)ndon hospital. I do not know. Sir, whether she qualified 
for VeteHnary by administering to the patients in a liondon 
hospital, but anyway, her qualifications, according to our conception 
of the Veterinary Department, are absolutely nil, and although it 
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IS a painful fact that she was the centre of tlie riot, still her employ- 
ment remains wljere it was. We know, Sir, that the committee 
is independent and prohahly as autonomous as tlie Hon’ble Higrh 
(aiurt, and w^e are not in a position to dictate the discretion in the 
app(»intment of a person, but since w^e are called upon to make 
substantial annual contribution to the Society we expect to have 
a say in the matter. It is refreshing to know that certain members 
of the (Joalition Party, Mr. Abul Hosain and others, took ujj this 
(juestion in the previous year and impressed upon the Government 
about the necessity and advisability of having some (‘ontrol even if 
it was an advisory control over the administration of the Society. 
Sir, you will be surprised to hear that the Veterinary" Union 
and the Veterinary (’omrnittee consisting? of Provincial service-holders 
have made a definite recommendation to the Government that 
if instead of 12, (KK) rupees that is driven to the lady Superintendent 
only 5, (UK) rupees is set apart, one qualified under the Provincial 
Veterinary Service would be available. They made a direct offer and 
althouprh the Government have not yet turned down the offer, we 
do not know what the Government has done in the course of the last 
four years. Sir, you know that, that lady Superintendent not 
bein^ responsible to us nor to the Government nor to any non-official 
committee, has got her own way of doing things in a very peculiar 
way. For example, my friend has made it clear that a large 
number of the Veterinary assistants were Muslims. They were 
(digible for ])roTnotion in the department, but their claims were 
sup(‘rseded by certain other persons, some of whom are Anglo-Indians, 
and it is a tragedy that persons who, according to the Veterinary 
standard, are qualified only as street agents or otherwise called 
constables have been elevated to the rank of Inspectors ' on Rs. 100 
per month, although admittedly more qualified persons still hanging 
on the cadre are not getting more than Rs. 70 or Rs. 75 a month. 
I'his is not only unfortunate but it is sheer injustice, and I want 
to Know from Government as to what they propose to do in the matter 
of having control on the administration of the Society. Eitlier 
Government should set up a committee consisting of members of 
this Rouse or Governmeiit should see to the constitiition of a non- 
oflicial committee. 1 have no charm either for an official committee 
or for any other committee. Let there be a committee either of 
tlie representatives of the public picked up from the Legislature or 
let there be a committee consisting of persons who have got a 
]>ublic position in Society. If these eminent persons form a committee, 
they ought to be vested with the powers, if not of internal 
control of the administration, at least in the matter of giving advice, 
so that the policy of the Society may be directed according to 
well-known standards. It is prejioaterous, you will be surprised 
to know, that there is no service rule even. The unqualified lady 
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gets Rb. 1 , 000 , but a really qualified Veterinary priivincial 
service-holder cannot have any access to that post, as if it is a post 
^ which attaches only to that person and to none else. Sir. on 
account of the fact that the Society is not registered, there are no 
fixed rules. That lady has her own way of dispensing with the 
services of people who have got a prote.sting voice, and those 
persons who are still in the service are hanging upon the precarious 
mercy of that lady. There must be a (dear formation of the poli(W 
of Government ; there must lie a committee to advise the Society : 
there must be service rules, so that the Society may pnaced 
according to known rules and persons who are actually qualified 
and in the provincial cadre should be given a chance. To-day 
that lady who is nearing 79 a(‘c,ording to my information is still 
going strong. (A voice Irom the Opposition benches: She is 05.) 
Sir, I hear that she is 05. Well, Sir, that lady of 05 is dismissing 
other persons in the Society on grounds of superannuation, although 
the age of those incumbents is not more than 52. A lady of 65 
is sacking persons on grounds of superannuation^ — jiersons who aro 
at Iwist 1(1 years youngei than herself. (Laughtei ) This is 
})(»ssible because Government oi jmblic opinion has no control or 
\oice over the Society, and what is worse the Go\ernment is g*oing 
on contributing as matter of routine work as in the ]mst. but the 
valuable reconiinendations ot the Pearson (’onimittee ara* not Ixdng 
coiisideied , far less given effect to. 1 call u])on tin* Government to 
explain th(‘ position before tlie Hou.se, ami I shall la* gi'ateful if tlm 
Hon’ble (/liief Minister gives an assurama* that this sort ol stabunatc 
rn the relations between Govei’nineiit and the Society should be cured 
and that the Society should be broadbased U])on solid foundations of 
known rules of conduct, service, administration and so on. 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the inotiim of Mr. Mash<*m\ 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Mr Sinaker, Sir 4^3 Ma,,}, ij 

fi-SslRvioh.*! discussion I -3^’ spoochil^ 5^ fiasis 

Coalition Party^ memorial Hom (5 Ministoril^T 

1 ^ copy Chief Ministerii?r 1 

TOR I ^ ^ 'TOt? i 

Pearson Comraitte’s Report unanimous r?l ^ ) Justice .Mr. Pearson 
Note of dissent I 

dissent | SocietyCT recommendation 
TOiJ TO Wyj ^vf] — 

We are of opinion that before any such action is taken Government 
should give the Society an opportunity to reconsider their attitude in the 
matter and to introduce the changes in the constitution proposed by us. 
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'il? Report submit c^'tCTfl^T | ]x C5t^ 

^ ^ ^ I C. S. P. C. A.? Lady SuperintendentC^ 

^ extension (TTQin ^RT (7f friend WI^ 

I press ^ITTo I^yc^ ^ extension 

^ ^ I ^ t) Pearson Committee^ 

recommendation ^IC^J 5^CVS) I SocietyC^ 

5t'^t^ grant (TR C 

Jt?n ^I'flfl r?r l Society? c? Executive Committee 80 per cent . 

member European nq I Executive Committee? 

membership population basisii) I Hindu, Muslim ^fl?* 

Christian member percentage basisti] (RO?! I Pearson Committee? 
recommendation C? Executive CommitteecS carter 

<il^* indispensable C?t<i'CV6 carterC?? 

(Rt?rT? I ^ ftrn? c^f5TC3 I ^ 

5K:?fl I 

The llOfl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have listened with 
some amount of interest to this debate because I feel that such an 
important public institution as the Society for the Pn*venti(»u 
of (Cruelty to Animals should not be the subject of suspicions on 

the minds of leaders of Indian public opinion in the matter of 

administration of the affairs of this Society. I agree that an 
institution of this kind should be run not merely on entirely democratic 
lines but also in consonance with public opinion. 

l/et us remember, Sir, that this Society which was founded in 

the year I8bl and has been functioning for nearly 80 years has had 
on the u hole a re(‘ord of good work to its credit. It is (‘ertain 
that th<*ic is r(»om for criticism and a good deal of adverse 
criticism, hut it <'annot be denied that on the whole the work that 

has been done is .satisfactory and vs hen it was established 80 years 

ago it happened to be the only institution of its kind outside the 
Hritish Isles. It has set a standard of humanitarian concern for 
the dumb creatures which was practically non-existent before. It 

instilled in the minds of the public the duty of seeing that these dumb 
creatures are not subjected to cruelty of any kind, and I think I can 
fairly contend that the work of the Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty io Animals has, on the whole, increased to a large extent 

the interest of the general public in humanitarian work for dumb 
creatures. 

Now, Sir, as regards the charges themselves, I may mention that 
the Government grant of Rs. 80,000 is spent on the pay of officers 
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and on the unitoniis only. The other expenses are met from sulxscrip- 
tions, and it is interesting to note, jroinj: through the list of 
siihscribers. that those who are loudest in eritieisms have eontrihuted 
► the least to the funds of thi> institution. One way of showing? 
appreciation of work or intere^t in the work is hy coming’ forward 
to help that work with monetary aid, especially when wt‘ remember 
that Oovernment contribute only a part of the expenses and leave 
it to the impulse of private charity to '•lupplement the finances of 
tlie insfituti«>n in furtherance of its work. 

Sii', le^ardin^' the ri‘j)re>entation ot m\ fruuid Mi. Abul nos>ain 
Ahnie«l, I can only say that I not only iorxxarded that r(‘presenta* 
tion to Sii' Xazimuddin. but reiiuested him to fully into 

the details, and I had an assurance that he would look into the 
matter and make it known to the members of the (Auilition Jhirty and. 
it necessary, to the House. I am not awan‘ it any action has been 
taken because oflicially I had nothing to do w’ith this department. 
lJut T find that Sir Nazimuddin did acipiaint himself with the state 
of atfairs. and .so far as 1 can .see from the papers he felt satisfied 
that although things might not be as satisfactory as the critics 
v^anted, no ( ase vsas made out for (loverninent interference in this 
matter. May I now point out to this Hou.se that it is always a very 
sound principle and \ery good jiolicy not to encourage (lovernment 
interference in the administrative affairs of institutions wlindi 
b\ their nature are autonomous in character!'' This Society for the 
Prevention of (’ruelty to Animals is practically controlled by a 
number ot persons who give theii honorary work to the welfare of 
the Society. If on top ot all this they find themselves subjected not 
merely to undue -criticisms, but undue interference by (Jovern- 
nient, I am afraid that all incenti\e of rendering honorary work 
will come to an end. I commend to the consideration of the House 
the composition of the committee wdiich has been functioning tor the 
admini.stration of the Act. The committee consists of nominees of 
Government who are the ('hief Ibesidency Magistrate, Director, 
Civil Veterinary Department, the Commissioner of Police. Chief 
Executive Officer of the Calcutta (!orporation, Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 
Rai Bahajdur Radhika Bhusan Roy, m.i Dr. S. C. I/aw, 
and others. I submit that this committee is fairly representative 
and consists of gentlemen who are well known for their publii 
spirit, and for their philanthropic activities. The proper (xmrse 
for members of the public would probably be to acrpiaint this 
committee wdth any instances ot maladministration or of any kind 
of departure from the rules, who have always guided the activities 
of the Society. If the committee which has been set up for the 
administration of the affairs of this institution fail to do their work, 
it would be time for honourable members of this House and also for 
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members ol the j)ublic to approaeh the Minister in charge for redress 
or for looking into the grievances. It will serve no useful 
purpot^e once a year to raise discussion by a cut motion and ask 
Government to take action which it is impossible to take because of 
the sc.arcity of material at our disposal. What we propose to do 
is this. We will forward a copy of this discussion to the committee, 
and we would like to have their report and their notes on the 
points that have been raised. I can give this House an assurance 
that when Sir Nazimuddin returns to his duty, I shall make it a 
point to ask him esjiecially to look into the grievances and see how far 
they are well founded and can be redressed. 

Ah regards the (luestion of appointmerit of Muslims which has been 
incidentally raised, I may tell the House that previously qualified 
Muslims were not forthcoming. Now that they are forthcoming, 
they are being gradually taken into the service. Two Muslim officers 
held fairly high posts, but they had to be dismissed for mal- 
j)ractices and they ^^ill be replaced by suitable Muslim candidates 
as so(ui as t}ic\ are found. The (iuestioTi of Muslijii appointments 
<*annot be dealt with separately or in a dfdached manner from the 
othei- rc(|uirements of the institution, and as far as T can see efforts 
are being made by the Society to appoint (jualified Muhammadans and 
to meet the demand of the public in this respect. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS What about qualified !ion- 
Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So tar as the (piestion of 
appointments is concerned, all T can say is that the committee which 
is of a tairl\ representative character must be expected to take 
into account the requirements of all the communities, and there 
is no reason to suspect that they will be negligent of the claims 
of any community. I do not think that in a matter like this I need 
take up the time of the House by entering into details. I 

admit that there is a strong feeding in the public, and I have heard 
myself of complaints that the affairs of the institution need a little 
looking into, ddie position of this institution is not prefect. No 

human institution can claim to be perfect. There must be defects. 
Rut as I have said, all we can do and what we propose to do is to 
let the committee which has been set up for looking after this 
institution see what the complaints are and when these debates are 
forwarded to them, T hope they will take immdiate steps for meeting 
the demands of the public for improvement. If the committee do 
md do their duty in this respect, it will be open to my friends here 
to bring the matter to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister who is 

permanently in charge of this department and who can be expected 
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to look into those affairs and who. I hope, will do his best to meet 
tlie public demand in this matter. I foi my.seli would wish to pay 
iny tribute to the good work that lias been done, and 1 hopt‘ that 
» HI the course of time my friend> will also be satisfied that what little 
ground that may remain for criticism will disappear and that this 
institution will receive public suiijmrt and sympathy in various ways 
s(» a" to enable it to perform the humanitarian work which is its 
progiamme and whi(*h it has been performing so successfully for the 
la^t SO years. 

The motion of Mr. S>ed Talaluddin Havliem\ that the demand of 
IG 7.10,000 for ex])enditure under tlic lH‘ad “41- Veterinary'’ be 
reduced In Hs. 100 was then put and a di\m(m taken willi the follow- 
ing: lesiilt: — 


Ahmvd Khan, Mr. Syatf. 

Atimaddin Ahmad. Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barma. Babu Pramhari. 

Barma. Mr. Patpajit 
Baau, Mr. Santoih Kumar. 

Bitwas, Mr. Burandra Nath. 

Bom, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Hirandra Nath. 
Dat Qupta, Babu Khapandra Nath. 
Otttta Gupta, MIm Mira. 

DuHa Mazumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Haqua, Kaci. 

Giaiuddin Ahmad. Mr. 

Jalaluddin Haihamy, Mr. Syad. 
Janab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 


AYES— 31. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kundtt, Mr. NUhitha Nath. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mri. Htmaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Krlihna Prasad. 
Maniruziaman Itlamabadl. Maulana Md. 
Ma^bul Hesain, Mr. 

I Naskar, Mr. Nam Chandra. 

Nauthar Ali, Mr. Syad. 

I Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra, 
j Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Btkhar. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Sinsha, Babu Kihatra Nath. 

, Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 


NOES 92. 


Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hakim. Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampurt, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdulla- Al Mahmaad, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmuud, Mr. 

Abdur Raahatd, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. 

Abdul Motalab Malik, Dr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur fbab. 

Abai Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Husain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abut QuaMm. Maulvi. 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmad Ali Enayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hasaia, Mr. 

Alfaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauhri. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim. Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Haasain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badruddaja, Mr. Syad. 


Basu, Mr. datindra Nath. 

Chippandalt, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dass, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranatb. 

Paziul Hub, tba Han’blo Mr. A. K. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daeaa). 

Gaiam Sarwar Hasaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Qamaa, Mr. S. A. 

Griffltht, Mr. C. 

Haizuddin Chaudhuri, Maulvi. 

Hamiltan, Mr. K. A. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hafham Ail Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Hatina Murshad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatamaliy damadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Handry, Mr. David. 

Hayuraad, Mr. Rafars. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

dalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

I daaimuddin Ahmad, Khan Sakah Maulvi. 

; Kazam Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan dah Syad. 

Kannady, Mr. I. B. 

I McBracar, Mr. G. Q. 
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■•tutftfiii Maalvi. 

MtitvMla CMadAvry. MiMlvi. 

■•giilr*. Mr- L- T. 

Maadal Mr. ■■HkM tthari. 

MMial, Mr. ■irat Ohaadra. 

Maatfal, Mr. Jaiat Chaadra. 

Maairadiia Akhaad, Mauivi. 

Mabain All, Mr. Md. 

Morgaa, Mr. a., C.I.E. 

Mtilaai All Mollah, Maaivi M. 

Maiammal Naq, Maaivi Md. 

Mahammad Afxal, Khan Kahadar Maaivi Sytd. 
Mahammad Siddlqaa, Khan tahadar Dr. dyad. 
Makarjaa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Malliek, tha Han'bla Mr. Mukanda Bthary. 
Maaharraff Natiain, tna Han'hia Nawah. Khan 
Bahadur. 

Maitaarawial Naqua, Mr. lyad. 

Marian, Mr. H. R. 

Faal, Sir Harl Sankar. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Balkat, tha Han’hia Mr. praaanna Dah. 


Ray, Mr. Ohananiay. 

Ray, Mr. PatJram. 
tadaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

•aBruddln Ahmad, Ha)i. 

•arkar, Baha Madhaaadan. 

•aaaaan, Mr. R. M. 
tarajal lalam, Mr. 

•hahahaddin, Mr. Kharaia, O.B.E. 
dhamauddln Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 
lUrk, Mr. A. r. 

•Mlldr. Mr. d. H. 

•inclair, Mr. d. F. 

•irdar, Baku Litta Maada. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

•tavan, Mr. d. W. R. 

Suhraarardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. S. 
Tamitttddin Khan, tha Han’bla Mr. 
Tatai Ahmad Cbaudbury, Mauivi Haji. 
Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Wardavarth, Mr. W. c. 

Yauauf Mina. 


The Avert being and the Noes 92, the motion was lost. 


Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: Sir, 1 t)eg to move that the demand 
of Kh, 7,19,000 tor expenditure under the liead “41 — Veterinary” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The purpose of my motion irt to raise a discussion 
on the negligence to help the cultivators in treating their (*attle and in 
opening charitable veterinary disjjensarv in each thana. 

Sir, it irt useless to say much about the Veterinary Department. 
It irt reallv a matter of great regret that the Government is doing 
abrtolutelv nothing to prevent cattle disease in this province. ^Vhen 
cattle epidemic breaks out, it brings panic and terror in tln^ minds of 
the villagt'rs, not only of the village where it actually bieaks out, 
but in the minds of the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages too. 
The |)eo])le of the affected villages of course trv their best to prevent 
cuttle diseases and cattle epidemic by taking preventive measures by 
themselves, but they fail to stop the disease Cattle epidemic spreads 
from one village to another. The villagers appeal to tlie District 
Veterinary Officers for their help, but to no avail; and as a result 
thousands and thous4ind8 of cattle die. The villagers have nothing 
to do, but to heave a deep sigh of sorrow. Nowadays whenever we 
speak, we speak for the man behind the plough, but we never care 
for the dumb creatures before the plough. Whenever the Government 
want to do anything they want to do it for the man behind the 
plough, but they do not care to do anything for the dumb creature 
before the plough. But may I ask the Government, whether it is 
not their duty, when doing good to the man behind the plough, to 
do .something for the benefit of the dumb creatures before the 
plough as well? But alas, Sir, the Government is quite indifferent 
to the matter. Not to speak of the general improvement of the cattle 
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as a whole, the> are iiulifterent and reluctant even to prevent or 
.-top the cattle diseases of Beiiffal which jrenerallN u|)pear twice in a 
> year in this province. If the (ioverninent cann(»t pre\eDt cattle 
diseases and protect the cattle, how can they think of imj^roving the 
condition of the , cultivators of this province ^ Onltivators entirely 
depend for their cultivation on the bullock, and if the bullock dies 
every year, then the work of cultivation will certainly seriousl\ suffer, 
and the cultivators of the province will certainls la* put into 
greatest misery. The wealth producing- ca})acity (d the cullnators 
of the j>rovince a.s a wliole would certainlx diminish All llie ^ood 
measures that havt^ lieen taken by flu* (iovcrnim'nt will conn* to no 
effect Want of ^ 00(1 diinkiiif;- watci and pa-tuic fiioumU ma\ he 
advanced a> the causes of tin* catth* diseas(‘s and <*attl(‘ epidemics in 
this province. These are also the causes of tin* jfeneral decu'asc in 
the number of cattle and the inferior quality of cattle in the pioxince. 
It Governmmit d(t not make any arrangement for pasluit* ^lounds, 
then till' imju'ovenient of the cattle of the luoxmce I'i impossible Sir, 
tin* (ioxernment have bud^-eted scxeral lakhs of rupei*- to? the 
Veterinaiy 1 )e])ai t nieiit , but almost the cntiic amount ha^ been 
allotted foi' the e-talili'-hmeiit co-t (d the departmetit and \er_\ little 
has been allotted foi the Ireaiment (d the cattle <d the ]>ro\ince .Now, 
Sir. the time has come when (lie (ioxernment must o-jy,. tip il,<‘ii ]>(die> 
of maiiitainino the department oril\ f<tr show and nius| h)\j. some real 
relief to the cattle, for whnii tin* <b*paitmeni has i>ecn maintained. 

In this connection, Sir, 1 would like to -u^ocst that the (loxern- 
ment must start to establish charitable v(‘lerinar\ dispensaries with 
hos])itals atta(di(‘d to them in i*ver\ thana of the proxince and, 
secondly. Sir, (Tovernment must distribute free medicines and ttive 
free treatment to the cattle in the rural aieas and, thirdlx, (toverii- 
ment must appoint additional veterinary doidor.s in times of cattle 
ejiidemics, s<» that at the time (d the epidemic medical relief max be 
readily available. 1 am sure. Sir, that if the (ioverninent t,ike up 
th(‘ ])()licy of ^ivine’ free medicine, fre»^ do<*1ois and flee d isjicnsai ies 
within the easy reach of the rural perqde foi the tieatment of their 
cattle, then cattle diseases and cattle ejddemics will «ertainl\ 1 m? 
( hecked. 

With these few words, Sir, I loinmeinl mx motion to the 

acceptance of tlie House. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Si I. I be^f to niovi* 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose): Order, older, 
Mr. Maqbul Hoftain. I was under the iinprefision that you were 
supporting Mr. Puspajit Barma’s motion and that you would not be 

TttnT’i *■» #» TT/Mi." rkTirn YMrk+lrtTl 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it amounts t(» the .same 
tiling. We shall not vote separately. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose): 1 fiutl from 
Mr. Speaker’s notes that motions Nos. 28 to '12 have been crossed out. 
Apparently it was suggested to him that these motions would not be 
movml and there wo\ild be speeelH*> only on Mr. Pusjiajit Banna’s 
motion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But it amount.N to the same 
thing, Sir. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose): Yes. I would, 
therefore, suggest to Mr Miujbul llosain that he should speak in 
sujiport (it Mr. Piisjiajit Banna’s motion instead of moving his own 
motion. 


Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN : ^ fir: 

- 3 ^ Houseij^ ^srrfir ^ 

0^ TO ctrtr^ i3=?r^• ^ 

^ ^=ftm I Gi 

c'TWfl wr^R fw tpRRRt? i ^ 

'TOin ^ I ^ ^ I 

TOr ^ fRi ^ i>H*u Ff%?n '®rrf%'CiC'? i 
TOR ^ R^Rtm TRYi ’^itfVrr^G cTO toyi 

^ ^ I ^5^: wwi ^RR cTOut ^ I 

^<r, fl, ^rt^ tTffe S’ltw Q ^ ^srR^ tft^ ^ 

'Rr I (R R ^ 'iiuTOtR i 

f^fip's^R RRn '®I|C5', RR ftrf^'sRR c<Pbl^ ^^RRTl I 

»l^ ftpfi R^ (TPtrort^ r:tot rr ^^rr TOt^ ^3^ R ^ 1 

tnSR "fS R Rl TO^ri fipH ^STTO 

^ W CTO trfeTOR C5gl \5tCTR ^«nR I C^-^TETOF 

’VW CRT^ ^ TO ^STOl ^ ^ ^ Wn CTO f%TO TOl 

'<3 RRR TRI ^ I RTOft R ft^R Rl ^^RRcR CTO 

®RR ^ ^ I C^-’T^^tRR TO ^ R:TO ^ TO C^ TOU5 

(R^TO TO^ (tttoto r TO I to 

'«lfPlc«i^ (RtcR rRi fk^^yn rarR?^ v tt r g vn i ^t^cf^nrr«^ 
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'RsalC'^t^ ^s^lW ltt^1 

?fr5 ^ ^bl4»ihc^ ^ ^ow^rr trf% '^ft^ 

(ij^ "SR ^ fbtV'sW I 

^ ^=(twp?r 

C^tGTCW I ^tr*f^ '^'ITR t>^C^C?> 

C'^tl-^f^^lR’^ 'S^HJ (71 ^tf%3 '3t?1 4\i4 ^<rT y^i 

^ ^ '^ToR I 55t:^ il^r^T (IJ 7\z^ ^SRRI^t TR 

'Sl^k'i; S ^^SfllfM4 tf^'ttcftr^ 'S’*<jt*' ^ '^stS'l C'^tl-^tfi^ 

TRTI 1 fV^ 'jt ^ 

c^ w^[f\ fertC'^R ^rf^mriirJT I '^ro^n^'T? ^ -Jjr^ltf^ 

*1'^! C<f H(!'ii bfW . ^rf^ iik.w-i B^b(:»] ’'ltC4 ctRtts 

^ ^fr ^ ^ ^sRRtwt 

4^* c^ ^PTs TtTTH ^ (7^ FkTO i? ’pts ttc^ 

^ ^ I ^5Tr^ ^T i3?7fr*R ^'jf!: rtr^ I 

^ c^f r$ti: wR tfc^sr.i zt^ i 

liftft Houa(‘i]^ T^zrs ^RTT ilC5t^^'4‘'tr^ (7T Jit? 

S'^jf% FR, ^ ^''tJTNn ^3RtfF^t77F ^tbt?7n 
c?^ (5 JT=rt^'c?^ ^ Tfei; fFt i;lTi ft: ^ps^T? t|TM ^is'^r 

i]?'' “SiTl (R ^’fpl ^5[ff5 

crtTJTCt: 0 (TtT^ C??:^ I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^biRT? ?5 
motion I ^ ^ fbftF'A’n 

TO^ iJ^HouHei] ‘^ t C^ t b ' *T ] (TtTF^ I 'iJ^ ?f ?TtC»r'‘t ^?(5 'i'^ C^^-ftZ^ 

cr t cK ' ^ . i!tUR ^^5 tFtV<>^ I wftr^ cvW 

tp?t? erfIR ^ f J TC^ or tfCiW <<Rt?I vet/erinary 

surgeon?!^ TRTYI.^F^ JTR ^^RR^ItlTT (I'^-^ftvitfW 

^rmi c^ ^ I ^3imi (R ^7^ 3i 

^ district board il? imder^ 

CTk? fbftF<.?t5R I ftjis nsi:;:? ’R scheme 

^^ttNstftt Cg t C^C^ I (?5l^ district board il? scheme ^TR C^ 

provincial scheme *v5R JFT^T il^ *Jtf®nnr’F C? ?r5^ ^ftr ^rSRpiR' ^'® 
i F4< t C^^ (71^ I Provincial scheme 5Tr$ officer 

^S?*f, ftr^ vf>^s C^ ?rmi (7f^lt?7i <?^ I 

C^ officer ftftF^’TT? ^ ftri 3t? S ^ 
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fVf? ^ I fr?n 4Vj*i»fKMc4 ^ 

^5tT5l? ^ I ^ \ opt ^ <?I1^ ^ fro 

^ I (TT^ c<jfr^ &5?itft C5tnr 'g^ t ^icvg ^ 

TOf '®dii ^dn 4ti>*qH c^ ^ I (ttWi ^jnpRpf'i? 
c^«il^ ^1 (TT’^dr^ cfS ^nr^PTi '^drw — c ’ ^aic^ l H i. ' frcd t ’a ^g, 

(il^s I Wt’d^^ .i]3^‘ scheme ^SR^TtU^ ^tW 

Ct>Hc^ I cH^c^l-11 Provincial scheme 

veterinary surgeon I Tpr?i c^ | 

<HT^H-nlc-5i <5 'pf'® ft1V*<>d CvfC^ ^ftj3 CTtC^C^ I 

c?tr^ 'iic>ic.5>H ^sT?i fV^ 

&twt^ ^r?^3n <»tt^ csf^ (Tr^^dr^ 

veterinary surgeon ao ^dtr^ ^<fT ^ veterinary 

surgeon ^ ^ I ^ 

C5tni 1 il ^ tj1% T'm 

^TtTO I ‘i]^ C.*^-W^Uf ^ I ^‘-'r^ 3t7Kl S\t 

^lt?Prr^ dPi l ■srffiiTn yy^ Report 
^smTT f¥^. fV^ ^ i) ((allous) I 

(7\ Report CdlRTfe IdT^ live-stock 
^ ^n:*tT spr^Si stud hull ^fiR 

^•tt^'l I ^115 stud hull 9f%JT ^’SdTT ^TdTI Z‘'P ^ 'Tt f ^ | 

'Sftfrn S\t Tpy i-tud hull ^^fiR ^Rl r. > T*t' ^ 

(RFt=T fV^ I "SfPrdTR dft ddTT?R Wr’SjT!^ 

I c^\Pf fer.ci.j i]^* i]^3 ■sdd'TtrR- 

'Sdft^ FdT I '®lt*f1 CrdRflrJTR f%f^ Tfr^r^ 

»r*rr ?rt^dR^ tffe d5>f^'ofe i f^ 

op^ (R Bureaucratic Govenimeiit^^ ^dWI. (71 Red Tapism, jp^ 

^<(7 ’iftm f%f TlfN ’SIR^ ^STt^ fV^ -Slf^ 1 

^d^TjfhH Speaker y\pj(^, ^TtWS ^sft^ ^PPUZ 15tt 

(Rj ^Jd^dm (TfTd 2ddcvi[=3 w’^d^ ^ f%fV<di ";!; i 

dod^?7n:<^ ^stT^to i ^ cfe 

dl VltRr, ^ (TTd ^ ^SdCd ^ (M %U5 dtR ^ 1 

^ ^ ^sRn ^ ^ cdi-^c^ 

yf^^dd (TTtC^ I ^ idft ^ ^ , Mr. Speaker, 

^d?RTO (Rtdus f%f^ ^ f%^d? dTO ^t c^ ' d , 

^35dd (Rt^rff , d[H^(.*fti ^TT 1%!% (7R ?fC^J4 dW?l dtdt?l ^ ftf^^dTdl 

Tl^ C^t?R 'd'dTilH ^rrm ^FTTR I 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. before the Hon ble 

Minister replies to these questions, I will just offer one humble suj?f?es- 
tion, and I hope he will consider that also. Sir. the question of cattle 
disease and cattle mortality has been ugitutinp the public mind for a 
long time and much has been said on the floor of this House on the 
question of preventive and curative side. But there is another matter 
which deserves equally careful consideration, namely, the scheme for 
cattle insurance. You know, Sir, that (‘at tie i> om* of the most ])reciou8 
properties of the agriculturists, probabh even next to the land itself. 
So, there cannot be any long and enduring uplift of the masses of 
Bengal unless we get at least two-told insurance scheim'. Tlie (»ther 
da\ in connection with the agricultural budget, 1 gave* an indication of 
crop insurance and the (|ue>tion ol crop insurance is ui*( novel, because 
it has been taken u]) in other phues outside India. Sir, the rent which 
is paid by the tenant has been (‘onsidered partieularl_\ by (‘inlni'ni 
e('ononiists as a preiniuni put U})on the land, and if crop fails tlu‘ State 
should come out \\itli a bount> in some proportion to thi* e\t(‘nt oi the 
damage caused and that is a ditl(*rent mattei which 1 cannot discuss 
now. 

So tai as the (juestion of cattle mortality is eon(‘erm‘d, an insuiance 
Mdieme has lanui oveidm* You kmtw , Sir. that when catth* begin to 
die they die in ver> large numbers in jiarticular villages and groups of 
villages When catlh' die. the ])ea->antr> become destituii* of ev(‘n the 
la^t vestige oi the jioor wealth lhe\ jiosses^. Theri'tore, we must come 
out with >ome sidienn' in that diiei*tion The (juestion oi premium is 
ceitainl\ there and that lias got to he answeretl 1 do not exjiect that 
the Ministry will look uji to the tenants themsidvics to iurnisli the 
premium w Ij^ndi tliey cannot, and 1 would suggest that a portion (d tfie 
union i*oard rates realist'd should he set ajiarl as a sort of sinking fund 
tor the })urpose ol j>rt*mium in the particular union itsell. Statistics 
have got to be taken of each union hoard and the niinilxu' ol cattle wdll 
have to he taken into acc.ount. On the basih ot the numerical strength 
and the statistics of the last ten years' death rate, w’e can come to a 
definite figure by which we can set apart a certain jiortion ol the union 
board rate for the i)ur])ose of furnishing tlie jinuiiium. Sir, sinci* the 
(iov(‘rnment are fast devidoping the Rural Reconstruction l)(‘|)art merit 
and the Government are also looking forward to getting larger and 
larger sums of irioneN in the matter of the Jtural Reconstruction Di part- 
ment, 1 liope that it will not be impossible even if it is difficult lor the 
Government to proceed ste]> In step to liave a certain ]Mution of the 
Eural Reconstruction Fund earmarked for the purpose of giving bounty 
to the tenant whose cattle die. Sir, this matter 1 admit is not i very 
well-talkefl, a very largely-talked matter, bur still it is a ver> important 
question. I have consulted certain eminent authors in this connection 
and amongst the Indian authors Dr. Kadha Kamal Mukherji ot the 
Lucknow Fniveraity. Sir, in connection with the National Planning 
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Committee in a meeting at Bombay about two years back he gave a 
vague suggestion as to the possibility of cattle insurance. Probably 
this is a matter in which we are thinking ahead of the time, but even 
then we are thinking of a matter which appertains to a very vital 
question relating to the uplift of the tenantry at large. I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister will respond to this question. I do not expect an 
offhand scheme, but I shall be glad to hear from him that this is a 
matter which he will consider and will place before the experts available 
to Government, and w'e should be very happy if he can come out with 
some scheme in the near future 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 do 
not claim that so far as the A^eterinary Department is concerned 
Government has been able to do enough, but 1 certainly claim. Sir, that 
within the means at our disposal we liave done our best. Most ot the 
criticisms that have been levelled against the working of this depart- 
ment have l)een due to the fact that honourable members do not care to 
know what is being done by us. Mr. Puspajit Banna initiated this 
d(*bati‘ and in tin* course of his si)e(‘ch he made a statement to the effect 
that tlie peo])le of this country try their best to prevent the spread of 
epidemic diseases, but ultimately they fail. Sir, T am surprised to 
hear a statement like that from a responsible member who lives in 
rural areas. Had our people been alive to their own interests, 1 think 
many of the ills they suffer from would have Ixurn cured long ago. 

Now, Sir, under (Uir ])resent scheme b\ which the itinerant staff 
has heeii altogtdher provincialised, a somewhat satisfactory arrange- 
ment has been made to fight the e})idemic diseases of animals. 
Fornierl\ , the itinerant staff was under the control of dkdrict boards 
and (iovernment jointly. Government used to contribute one-third of 
the pay and other allowances not only of the itinerant veterinary 
surgeons but also of the stationary staff. It was, ho\^ever, found that 
when an e})idemic broke out, it was ver\ difficult to mobilise the doctors 
to fight the epidemic on account of that dual control. The Cattle 
Conference held in Delhi in the year IffdT dealt with this difficult 
question, and recommended that the Provincial Giivernments would be 
well advised to provincialise the entire itinerant staff’ and that they 
should take upon themselves the resj>onsibilit\ of fighting cattle 
epidemics, and the responsibility of treating ordinary diseases of cattle 
should be left on the shoulders of the local bodies. The Government of 
Bengal accepted that recommendation of the Cattle Conference, and I 
think other Provincial Governments also accepted it. Now, acct)rding 
to the decision that was taken by this Government in 1939, as manv as 
100 veterinary doctors who then formed the itinerant staff have been 
provincialised, and Government now bear the entire cost of these 
doctors. It was expected that the local bodies, namely, the district 
boards, should bear the entire burden of treatinc- ordinarv diseases of 
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animals. But, it was found that tlie distriot hoards were not vorv 
enthusiastic* in the matter and tlierefore (lovernment made another 
roncession. namely, that whenever a district hoard would establish a 
dispensary or a hospital (jovernment would he jrlad to pay the ordinary 
oontrihution of one-third ol the pay of the staff and certain other allow- 
ances up to the extent of one in each snlnlivision . In spite oi our 
^oinj?‘ so far as that. Sir. 1 find that there is still a complaint that in 
.some of the '■uhdivisions there are no dispensaries or hospitals for the 
treatment of animal diseases. Now. Sir, the district hoards havt* been 
relieved of a "ood deal oi the burden lht‘\ fornu'rlv used to bear, and 
it in s{)ile of that tact the\ are tonnd to he .so nnndeil as to make* a 
jirofit out of this, I think (iovernnuuil is hc'ltiless in tin* mattei 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; AIa> I in liiat lase ask the 

llon’hle Ministei to take steps to see that the disliiet boards esiablish 
siicli (lispeiisjii ies within theii subdivisions y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think 111 that ease \ou will peiha)>s complain 
that ( jovi'innient is iiit(*Herinp in the local allaiis ol tin* district 
boards. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: V(M1 h.ix e \ oiii sell . Sir, 
f?i\en a fitting reph to the cjuestion asked b\ ni\ honouralrle fi,(‘nd. 
My friend according to his own convenience max noxx sax something 
here, but J am sure that if (ioveinimmt tries to inijrose anx such tiling 
on the local bodies, he xxill be tin* first person to come forward ami say 
that (iovernment is interfering' with the fi'eedom of these local bodii's. 
However, Sii', I xvould rejieat again that the local bodies xvould b»* well 
advised to establish at least one disj»ensai.x in each subdivision, and if 
thex do s(i. they xvill get substantial iieli) from (iovernnn'iit in the shajie 
of contributions towards the pa\ and allow’ances of the d(n*tors wlio will 
be placed in charge of such dispensaries, (hie honourable member has 
complained about the want of such a dis])ensarx in ilie Kishore^anj 
subdivision and also at other places 1 do not know whx sucli dispiui- 
saries have not been establislied bx the district hoards concerned. 'Ihe 
district hoards have been saving a lot of moiiex as a n'sult of the 
provincialisation ol the itinerant staff. How can thex in tlie face of 
that come up and sax that (ioverrim<*nt i" not doing their dntx '' 

Then. Sir, Mr. Marjbul Hosain ha*' said that there has been no 
proper control of the epidemic <liseases on account of tin* fact that the 
Itinerant staff invariably take a long time to raime to the scene of an 
epidemic. 1 submit. Sir, that it is not the doctors who make such 
delax , but* it is the negligence of oui own jieople which is responsible 
for such a state of affairs. Our cultivators would never care to send 
timely information to the itinerant staff; and if iny friends, 
Mr, Puspajit Barma and Mr. Maqbul Hosain. would induce the voters 
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with whose support they came to this Assembly to give information to 
the itinerant staff in time instead of wasting their breath as they have 
been doing on the floor of this House, they would be doing better service 
to their constituencies and to the poor cultivators in rural areas. (At 
this stage several honourable members belonging to the Opposition 
made certain reniarks simultaneously from different places producing 
a noise in the Chamber.) Sir, I am really surprised to find that my 
honourable friends belonging to the Opposition say many things on the 
floor of the House, but whenever 1 rise to reply to them, they talk 
amongst themselves and make remarks simultaneousls withcmt ciring 
to listen to me. In tliat case it is no use my making a speecli. 

1 find that my friend, Mr. Charu (Hiandra Roy, has made certain 
remarks on our new sclieme of provincialisation of the itinerant •'tatf. 
Sir, that scheme has been repeatedly explained rui the floor )f this 
House, but my friend would not listen to that; he would only come 
forward and offer criticisms which are al)->fdiitel y unwarranted— — 

Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Hut .\our lecture also would not 
benefit the poor cultivators. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Hut the it inerant 
doctors can, if timely information is given to them. Not onl\ are the 
epidemic doctors there, not onl> do t}ie\ come to tin* sc(*ne of epidemic 
diseases as soon as possible and do their best, but other t‘pi(l(*mic doctors 
from neighbouring areas and .sometime.^ from othei di^trict^ are 
recjuisitioned to fight out tin* diseases and jireveni I heir spread to otlier 
artuis. That, Sir, was not possible under the juevious arrangement. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of information. Sir. May 1 ask 
th(‘ Hon’bie Minister if he can give the ^^at(‘^ «d information and the 
actual arrival of doctors? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, onler. The Hon’ble Minister must not be 
interrupted in this way. He must be allowed to (*ontinue with his 
speech . 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, m> friend 
Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal wdio always tries to give constrindive 
suggestions for which I am thankful to him has also tried to give one 
in connection with the present debate. He ha> said that Government 
should examine the possibility of a cattle insurance scheme. 1 have 
no objection to examine the practicability of a scheme like that. But 
the obvious I'riticism that would suggest itself to one is that in a 
country like ours, amongst cultivators, most of whom are illiterate, 
even insurance of human lives is not at all popular. How many 
cultivators insure their own lives or the lives of their children? Almost 
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none. It is not to he expected that under ])reNent circunistances the^^e 
cultivators would think of paying preiiiiuin by insurinjr their cattle. 
That is an absurd proposition. M> friend there{(»re su^ffjfests that the 
premium should be paid b\ sonlebod^ el>e — *'a\, xune portion should 
be paid from the Fnion Board Fund and (i(»vernment nIhuiKI contribute 
the rest. Has m> friend even in a roup:h manner <*alculatcd in hi'^ own 
mind how much money will be necessary t(» launch upon a sciuune like 
ihat)^ Therefore, Sir, althouj^h 1 have no obp'ction w halsoi‘Vei- to 
examine the practicability of any scheme that is su^rp-csted on tlu* fio(»r 
of the House — 1 shall try to do so, s(» far as this scheme is »-om‘criU‘d. 
1 am afraid that, on the face of it, a scheme like tins is dooim-d to 
failure under present circumstances in this counlrx 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: What almut stud bulls> 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I did not know that Mr. Hushemy was interested 
in stud bulls. (LaupThter.) Anyway, 1 have to close the debate now. 

The motion of Mr. Puspajit Banna that the demand ol ll>. 7,l!t.l)()0 
for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 1)\ Hs 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khari that a sum of 
Rs. 7.19,000 be f^ranted for expenditure under the head “41—- 
Veterinary” was then put and agreed t(». 

Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 7-o0 p.ni. till 4-4 * i).ni on lMida\, the 
2?^th March, 1941, at the Asseinblx House, (’ah utta 
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Proceedingt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 28th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoirble Sir Muh\mm\ij Azizui. Hvuil, t.i.E., 
Khan Hahadur; in the Chair, 7 Hon'ble Ministers and 177 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Excise Shop at Araidanga in Malda district. 

M89A. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (ni Will the Hon ble 

Minister in char^^e of the Foiests and lixeise Dcjairtmenl }>e T>leas(‘(] 1o 
state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the existin^^ Fxcise shop at Araidaii'.^a in the ot 

Malda is within a radius ot less than jtli ot a mile Irotn 
Araidan^m Hi^di School and Araidan<2:a (ieori'e Coionation 
Tol; 

(ii) that the attention (d* the Secretary, Fxcise Licen>in^ Hoaid, 
Malda, was ilrawn to the tact by the Secretary ot Araidan^^a 
Dinanath-Bholanath Model Academy ; and 

{in) that no step has been taken by the Fxcise Department t(» >hitt 
the shop from its jiresent site? 

^5) If the answer to {(i) is in the uHirmative is the Hon'hle Minl^ter 
cousiderinjf the desirability of shifting the shop to a place beyond ]th 
of a mile from the said school and said t6lf 

MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) {n The George 
Coronation Tol is at a distance of 285 yards to the east and the Arai- 
dauga High School about 225 yards to the west of the Araidanga oonjn 
and opium shop. 

(it) Yes. 
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(Hi) The Liceusinjf Board rejected the objection of the Secretary 
ot the Araidanga High School on the ground that the shop was removed 
to the present site only a year ago in consultation with the executive 
authority of the said school and the President oi the local Union Board. 

[h) Instruction is being issued to shiit the present site at a distance 
of |th of a mile from the said scliool and said tol. 

Mf» 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state who is the executive authority as reteried U) in his 
answer (lii)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Tin Licensing 
Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, no. The ilon'hle Minister 
has said that the shop was removed to the present site only a yeai ago 
in (consultation with the ejrecviu'e authorift/ ot the said school. Who 
IS that executive authority? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: The Managing 
Committee. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It I give him int imation 
that the Secretary of the said Managing (hunmittce is Hahn Atul 
Chandra Kumar, a meniher of this House, and if I also gi\e him 
information that mother the Seci»‘tar\ nor the Cnmmittee ot i1m* sclicad 
was consulted, will the Ilon’hle Minister kindl\ considei the desirability 
ot referring the mattei liacK to the district aulhmities t(» ie-c(msider 
this question Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is stated that the executne autlioriU was 
consulted 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: That was hetoie. It was in 
consultation with the executive authority ot the .schrad that the shoji 
■was removed to the present site. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil are also making the same mistake. Inwf ruc- 
tion is being issued to shift the pre.sent site 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: The objection continues even 
in respect of the present site and the allegation that the executj\e 
authority was consulted 
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Mr, SPEAKER: Please see answer (h) where it is said “instruction 
is being issued to shift the present site at a distance ot ^th of a mile 
from the said school and said tol/* 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am sorry, I didn’t notice 
that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to slate whether Babu Atul Chandra Kiimai, a ineiiiber ot this 
House and Secretary of this institution, has informed tlie llon’ble 
Minister himself that neither he nor any other member ot the Executive 
Committee of the school was consulted r* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I was not awaie of 
this fact before. I was told so by Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar about tlii'« 
matter. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I enquire what is 
the policy of the Government wdth regard to the location ot the 
ganja 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon ble Miuistei in a 
position to contradict me if I say that neither the Secretary noi any 
otlier authority of the school was a party to the selection ot the i)ie.>ent 
site ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: h U only the 

report that T have reiadved. I cannot ^ax whetlier lie was a jiartx to 
it or not. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

38 Medicel. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the G(»vernor, I beg to move on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister, Public Health and Local 
Self-Government, who is unavoidably absent, that a sum of Rs. 51, Id, 000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical”. 

The total provision for expenditure under this head of Budget is 
Rs. 57,40,000 of which Rs. 51,13,000 is voted and the balance, viz . 
Rs. 0,27,000 is charged on Provincial Revenues. 
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The actual expenditure during the preceding three years and tlie 
revised estimate for the current year may l)e found illuminating and 
are stated below : — 

Year. Rs. 

1937- 38 ... ... 52.87.000 

1938- 39 ... ... 55,96.000 

1939- 40 ... ... 56,33.000 

1940- 41 ... ... *'>7. 16,000 (revised estimate). 

hor favour of information of the honourable memhers, a slateuu'ul Iun 
already been placed before the House referring to the ])oli( v that has 
been adojded by the Ministiy which it is ])roposed t(* j)insue and 
describing the progress that has }>een made during the (‘urrent >ear. 
It is confessed, Sir, that the progress has not been ( oininensurate with 
the intention that (xovernment had to accelerate their j)olicy. The 
reasons are many and varied which have already l)een set forth in the 
statement. Sir, the House ma\ rest assured that further p?-ogrcss will 
he continuous as considerations of gradual developimmt ol institutions, 
rural aiul urban researcdi, administration and finances admit, 

Tlie Medical Rudget shows some decrease in the estimate's. The 
decrease is more aiiparent than real, and it may be (‘Xjilained thus: 
there w'as a provision for leave and deputation .salaries in the Rudge't. 
for the year 1940-41 whiedi has been omitted tor the rea''on that no 
arrangement for leave or deputation has been made on accounl oj the 
present international situation. Owing to the dratting ot I. .M. S. 
othcers to the war, there ha.s been a decrease of Rs. 52.000 in the 
provision for district administration. It may be observed in this con- 
nection that the transfer of Rs. 60,000 from “Voted” to “Ohaiged” in 
re.sjiect of the annual grant to the Albert Victor l.eper Hospital in 
a<-cordance with the Bengal Revenues Charged Expenditure A«l, 1940, 
is by way of mere adjustment. 

Sir, there is no doubt that the honourable members have carefully 
studied the Red Book which explains the other differences, to which 
I need not refer. The Red Book and the Budiret will confirm what 
have been observed in the statement already placed before tfie House 
Hiat progress in various directions towards extension of medical relief, 
improvement of medical teaching, research and administration has not 
only been maintained, but certain new lines have been (‘halked out 
wHh the object of securing advance of medical relief on proper iines 
within the .compass of available finances. 

Sir, I may in this connection refer to some of the outstanding 
improvements that have been undertaken in pursuance of the policy 
5 
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of Government during the ensuing year. The scheme for the improve- 
ment of Sadar hospitals which was on modem lines, is going to he 
enlarged and would now include the improvement of subdivisional 
hospitals which are no less important. With a view not only to bring 
medical relief of a higher order near the patients from the rural areas 
so that they will have no need to travel to Calcutta for treatment of 
complicated diseases but also to relieve the present congestion in the 
Calcutta hospitals which should be intended for specialised treatment 
apart from treatment of patients from Calcutta proper. As has been 
observed, the rural dispensaries have continued to receive usual contri- 
butions without any exception. All dispensaries that have contoimed 
to the conditions and have been recommended as eligible by the local 
officers have received the usual grants. The Jadav})ur Tuberculosis 
Hospital is the only hospital in the ])rovince for treatment of Tuber- 
culosis with the exception of a negligible number of beds in the 
Medical College and a few mufassal hospitals. A grant of Rs. 54,bOI) 
has been made during the current yeai for acquisition of land toi 
drainage and sanitation, and a further grant of Ks. 1,00,000 has been 
pi’ovided this year, on condition that a<lditional facilities to lx* pie- 
scribed by Government should be given to ])atients from the mofussil. 

The House is aware that the establishment of travelling Eye Dispen- 
saries through the auspices of tin* Association for Prevention of 
Blindness in Bengal has proved most effective. Arrangement has been 
made to increase the number of these* disjx'nsarii's, so that there may 
be at least one Travelling Eye Dispensary for t*ach Division. 

Nursing arrangement in our hospitals with the exce])tion of one or 
two is exceedingly unsatisfactory and in many hosjiitals there is no 
nursing at all. Government have made arrangeunents in connection 
with the improvement of nursing in the (himjibell Hospitar tor training 
of a fairly large number of Indian nurses, so that not only the nursing 
in the Campbell Hospital, the largest hosjiital in Calcutta, will he 
improved, but the services of these nurses will be available for hospitals 
outside (^ah'utta. I may also menti(»n in this connection the opening 
of the Eden nos]>ital Extension uhi»’h will enable a larger number of 
maternity cases to be catered for. Now that Indian ladies are becoming 
more hospital-minded it is very essential that rooms should b(‘ f(»und 
for as many maternity cases as pos'<ible. 

I do not think that I need add anything more in view of the state- 
ment which is already in the hands of the honourable members as a 
record of the more important business conducted by the Ministry of 
Health and I am confident that they have considered the statement 
with care and due appreciation of the manifold difficulties, financial 
and otherwise, that have beset Government during the current year. 
The House may remain assured that in carrying out the forward policy^ 
in regard to the extension of medical relief, education and research 
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towards amelioration of the existing unsatisfaetorv conditions in the 
Province, the Ministry' will he grateful for useful advice of the lionour- 
ihle members and all other persons who are interested in health uplift. 

Mfs GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sii, I beg to move that tln‘ demand 
„t Rs. 51,13,000 for expendituie undei tho head ‘-dS— Medical*’ he 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

^ 

■irtft I COT 

"#1 OTi c?tc'f 

■5tc^ I ^smr c^OT ot cn 

irm sit C*tt^^ I f^. 

TTTvi^ ^ wMz (T^rf^ I -jmc^^ 

OT ^ ^ I 

s\^ i3^ OTw c?p:"'PT fe’fi crtni ^tfecOT i 

fOT (TRi^ fOTPr ^ C^ (?T^^ 5P5-OT 

it?3c?R tffi ?t ^ fOT KOT ’ircrfcii ^ c^il frr 

^tRPT C^trf ^'^1" TtpT ^ I OT*fPT CTtOT ^ I 

'Ttc'ST? ^ SwpftPi;! 

^COT'!" I Medical i]?t^ CrfCOT 

^1 officerc*^ ^ \\x ^ ^8 a 131^1 

'.bVA I Hospital ^ Dispensary b> 

rfsrf^ i^ln CbtC^ ■JJfC&'J' i Hospital Dispensary 

fer TTW! C^'lC^Ct? I il^ f^tl^ 

C^^ OTT 5fl -ij^ nPdPT SITITI Pt C^1C3 

'dP?T 31 fOT^ ^ttOT 1 3r'43?:5R OT ’Tpr i]^3r5 

3tcrfc^ c^'dc^ ^wfPn f% c-ftt^r? ^If^cOT i 

Public Health Depart menM^ Report"^ s]f ^'<1 TcpP'-l TO I 

TO i rrr c^ ' ^ r?i'^!n^ crofl^^ h\ ^ rtro ot, mroi 

ftf ipr^'t cTO?f^ I TO TO CTO 'Tl pRl TO 

c^ I TO ^«f7 S\t TO PiCOT 8 TO ^:/ rfTO ftft't OT I 

■3^ C'^ tfic^ I ^jIc^iR^ji c^fc'i ''Vlif'i y cj^tnrf^ ko 

TO? ^ »f3 86 TO ^tc?7 TO CTO k,^^H I w:ot 
TO ??K CTlTOT TO TO5 fer TO TO I ^ TOsTpnn 'iftR 

“f3TO per cent., 'TO ?OT C?C^C^ 14*7 per cent. 

TOtro OT TO Ptnrc^ TOrt? < 13 TO ’^t? ?c?t ijtc? 
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^ ^0 *t5 ^t4\h I ^^>Obr ^ ^ 

5twt^ vb 8^ ^ ^<rr ^ f^tnrc^ ^o :5 ^ 

*\o ^f<Ai?i -T5T?r I bs>v!)^ ^Ttr^ ^\«ilc'^c"l f^T^nrff^nrtrr Tf?i c^tc^ 8b 

5l'y?l4 o> "^5 T*l5r^ ^l4i C^tC^ 00 6 "f3 ^b I '4^“ ^ 

gi^ cwr^ c.5tnrc5 ^ cror i c’^f^ c^ m 

^jlc«iRi^i, T*iTi ^irrtf^ ^rf^Tw 

CblC'iC^ I ^'5Tt^ <4? ^ ^RT tPStC^ (7[ tir^TT 

^Sf^TITR <il?'‘l5 (?ftC? TIWl I ^slc?'tC'^ 

c^rtr^Ri (."'Sfc^ c4k'§ ’s^ti c^i5i 

TRTi (Ttr3 I ^ ^cv<i 

C5td^ <i]^ftiR ‘iir^ 1 3Tft2^^Q^tr^ f%r^ 

c^hI^ -^kt^ c^okb <i]'5itcH iJtoR ?ffi 

ffiR Tn ^ik? I ^2R*tT ^3k^ f^Rk^ ^ 

(.bti^k-fl^^ C^k^ Canvassing ^'kR I 

(TT ^fiiH 'i)^ (R t|t?T HsTl-^l^^ 

f^JTkR ^PTfl I ^ ^ ^Rk^mrc^ ^k5l%«n f%<ft^ ^ri 

^sftkm I (TTfw fm t|T3T^ ^SfRCH (TFk? ;5r^k^ 

I ^5ftf^ ^C'l ^Ff% kSR??i 415- H S fr^TS ‘iJ^* ^4c=1^ 

^ c4l^(.4H I c4|H 

■4k^ir*j (7T^ '^Tok^ (MVoi ^fkrktk 1 

^®rkRn wtPT, (7T ^T^iR c*fs^ ^ (?T kr^l t>c«^H ^ 1 ^rft- 
(R ^ C^-(Tfk^ ftvst'Jt ^k4R C4MC!^H (TTt ^ 

^tbkr (TTo ^Sk^rk^ ^(14 5k4t4 C5k^ knR 1 (TT Puhlkity Department 

cvk4 4krkTkt ^4: Bengal Weekly ^Tk^ ^TRl 

'®ll^t^ ^ <jk‘T^ 4k^ kflRFt'Qf^ 1511 ^4T k54Rl J5C 'SR 

^1 ^ f^s ^ ^ 1 

^k5 tfkr c^ 5r4 ^ ^ ^ 1 fewfei ^ %kT 

^5krk^ ht^^l^i froi '^Rk^krcki Sk4T?i 4<i ok^ kk4 1 4Twf^ 
TTfSiTT "srtft ^ ^4# tr^ iitR 4C5rf^5fki cbrtVfft^ 3 ?^pkrkrck?t 
C<^5C*i< ^okT ko®f^OT®^ tr^®! 44H , 'SkSTk^ C4t5 ^k3 '««C.*i4 

tt4l (RCb Ok$ ^tk?f I ^4* v5kn ^^OTR 4kl<l) fe>t\{?f^ t| CvSJ^ ^SPl^iC'i iil4l5 
<7lkR iStSklkR Ttfk^ C4TIR ^4mi C^4k§ k<R I 

^ ^ ^ ^^mkr (RkR kfkkfkr ^ks^ft^tki 

(RkR C»R I 

^ ^ (R<t ’OT f^ bT^ R I 

^8RR4^ '•ItWibHt CTkrrC^ l <il^ Assembly? Ct? ?<t?? 
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vsk'f< ^T^PTTI (?*t^ f^ c4Hc^H I 

ij^rfp ’ppm I 4^4 ’rfw m 4tn5 ’PPiTpr ’pn<rt*T 

C^t4^ 5Tto f^ ? ^ ’R (OT ^ Wm (Tt^ 4W 

^^jpTt4t4®ni4’ ’nrf’Ttft? <lbt*^ I tlc^il4 C4lC^ 

^)1 C4k^ 4^W ^“4l4 Tim - ^4 

■snrtT tf^ I ^ T^ s\t tjTgt^ ^^trr c^ i 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. SiHukcr, Sir. 1 bejr 1o 
move that the (lemaiid of Rs. 51,ld,(KK) for expenditure under the head 
‘'d8 — Medical” be reduced by Ra. JOO. 

Sir, to-day I cannot resi>t iny feeliii^»‘s to express that this |H)])ular 
(loverninent from which tlie i)eople of the country expected much 
are determined to run the administration only by s|)eeches and state- 
ments and not by deeds. Sir. when the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
presented the Budget before us he said: “Pay me tax- — this additional 
tax under the two prospective Bills, namely, the Motor Spirits Sales 
Tax Bill and the Finance Sales Tax Bill, and then I will create a millen- 
nium.” Sir. we all know that the proceeds of these two taxes, wlnui 
these Bills are passed into laws, will be adjusted ajrainst the deficit 
of Rs. 134 lakhs. Nowy Sir, if w'c study the deficit, wy^ find that the 
deficits have l>een due to unnecessary and extravagant exi)en8eH in 
many dei>artments and those departments are not the nation-building 
depaitments for which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and the other 
Ministers who followed him have shed crocodile tears. 

Now, Sir, .this is one of the nmst imjKirtant nation-building 
dejmrtments, but I found from the Budget that the provision for the 
current year is less with regard to the grants to hospitals and disptui- 
saries than the grants of the previous year. Sir, during the year 
1939-40, the actual expenditure under head ‘‘(irant.s to Hospitals smd 
Dispensaries” was Rs. 7,45,678, of course excluding Rs, 60,000 wdiieh 
is granted to Albert Victor Leper Hospital. I'hen, Sir, in the Budget 
estimate of 1940-41 we found that a sum of Rs. 9,23,000 was provided 
for grants to hospitals and dispensaries. But in the revised estimate 
we find that the grant has been reduced to Rs, 8,77,000. If wu* deduct 
Rs. 60,000 which is the grant to AlWt Victor Lei)er Ho.spital, we 
find that in the revised estimate there has been a provision of 
Rs. 8,17,000 as grant to hospitals and dispensaries hut what do we find 
in the next year’s Budget!^ In the next year’s Budget we find the 
corresponding amount is Rs. 7,81,000, that means about Rs. 36,000 
short. So, the deficit which has been shown in the Budget has nothing 
tu do with the grant to hospitals and dispensaries which, as every- 
body knows, is so essential for the rural people and the people in the 
urban areas. Now, Sir, I find that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
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of Medical Department is not here to-day, but his representative the 
Hon Ode Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has moved the motion asking for the 
demand. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur has issued a statement from 
which I find that he is very anxious to improve the conditions of the 
Sadar hospitals and the sulnli visional hospitals. Sir, he says that 
his policy is to improve the conditions of these hospitals to such an 
extent as will be just like the hospitals in Calcutta and these Sadar 
and subdivisional hospitals will provide for the same amenities and 
same facilities as the Calcutta hospitals do. But, Sir, what do I find? 

I find from the last year’s Budget, I mean the current year’s Budget 
that Rs. 90, (MK) was provided as grant for the improvement of Sadar 
hospitals, but in this Red Book we find that Rs. 80,000 out of the pro- 
vision of Rs. J>0,000 could not be spent, that is to say, only Rs. 10.000 
was spent. What is the explanation he has given? The members 
of the House will l>e amused to learn that the explanation is that he 
instructed his department to make a survey of the buildings, provision 
for an adequate nursing staff and other eciuipments in order to 
modernise the Sadar and subdivisional hospitals, hut unfortunately. 
how(‘ver, the international situation has retarded the investigation 
owing to the luck of suitable officer for the time being fitted to under- 
take the survey. Government was lacking suitable persons to und(*r- 
take their survey and that was the reason why this Rs. 90,000 could 
not be spent for the improvement of Sadar hospitals and subdivisional 
h<)s])itals. Tn the Budget of the next year I find that a sum ot 
Rs. 2,20,000 has l>een provided for the same improvement schemes 
of Sadar hoHi»itals but none to subdivisional hospitals. I am sure that 
this grant also will have the same fate as the grant of the current year, 
because the present Government is used to surrender from the demand 
for nation-building departments at the close of the year. From the 
report of the Committee of Public Accounts and Appropriation Accounts 
and Finance Accounts of the Government of Bengal for 1938-39, I find 
that in reply to a query of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri the Surgeon- 
General said that a lump provision of Rs. 3 lakhs was made in the 
Budget of 1938-39, but detailed schemes, however, remained to be 
drawn up and had to be examined and approved by the Department of 
Communications and Works and at last that amount could not be spent 
for want of any scheme being approved. That was the fate of the 
grant which was provided for in the Budget for 1938-39. The same 
fate overtook the demand for such a grant in 1939-40. About the 
current year’s demand as I have already said only Rs. 10,000 could 
bo spent out of Rs. 90,000, and God knows what will be the fate of 
this Rs. 2, 20, IKK) reserved for the improvement of Sadar hospitals for 
the current year. 

Now, Sir, I am surprised to hear that the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan has told us this evening that some provi^^ion has been made for 
ATI I Ilf fliA fililwlivisioTial hosoitals. Mav I ask him from 
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where and under what head is he froing to find the money? (’an he 
show me any figure in the Budget which has been provided tor the 
^ improvement of suMivisional hospitals? I find from the Budget that 
Rs. 2,20,000 is provided only for the improvement of th(‘ Sadar 
hospitals. 

Now with regard to this improvement 1 find that there is a great 
impediment in the way and unless that im|H‘diment is reim>\ed, no 
improvement will he made. The im|>edim(‘nt is this that the lioverii- 
ment has im]>osed conditions for improxement to the Sadar and pioiuildx 
suhdivisional hospitals, (roxernment wants that the local authorities 
must contribute towards the capital expenditure for such im})rove- 
inent and must guarantee the entire amount of recuirring (*x])enditure 
lor such improvement. Who does not know that the mufassal muni- 
cipalities are vers’ j)oor and that they cannot carry on their mvrmal 
functions with their resjx'ctive income? It xvill be an impissible 
burden on them to undertake this share of the capital e\j»endilure 
and the full amount of recurring exjKmditure. Idie result will be 
that in spite of the pious wishes of the (fovernnumt xery fexv Sadar 
or subdivisional hosjiitals will be abb* to avail themselxavs of the 
opi>ortunities now offered to them bx ( loxm’nment . I submit, Sir, 
that there are some dis]>ensaries started and maintaiiUMl by non- 
official organisations which have spent a lot, and ]>robab]y their 
utmost, for the improvement of such hos])itals. They have applied 
to Government for .some grants, but Government has not paid 
any heed to them and has not ]Xiid any money as grant 

to such hospitals. We find that from vear to year grants 

are surrendered but the deserxing hosjiitals do not get a single 
I)ie As an instance, 1 shall cite the examjdi* of the a]»plication of North 
Suhuiban Hosj)ital, (’os^ijinrc Tlli^ i*. an institution wliicli xxas C'.tab- 
lished and is maintained by non-official organisation. Some charitably- 
di.s})osed gentlemen have contributed and spent more than a lakh of 
ru])ees over this hospital. They only wanted a few thousad rupees for 
their Maternity Department, but (iovernment has not jiaid that. T hope 
that the Ilon’ble Minister will l>e pleased to lo(>k into this matter. 

Now, I come t^ grant of rural di.spensarie.s. T find that the ordinary 
grant is Rs. 1,50,000. During the current year, an additional provi- 
sion of Rs. 21,000 wa.s provided for. I do not know whether the full 
amount will be spent. Then with regard to the next year an addli- 
tional amount of Rs. 1,80,(K)0 has been provided, that is, in all 
Rs. 3,30,000 has been providefl for grant to village disjxmfiaries, but 
the members know there are about 5,050 uni(»ii8 in Bengal. 1 do not 
know how much money each union will get and how much improve- 
ment these dispensaries will he able to effect. Now, Sir, there is also 
a similar impediment to the establishment of rural dispensaries. Gov- 
ernment wants that the local people will find for the land, xxill find for 
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the dispensary building^s, will find for the doctor’s quarters and will find 
for recurring expenditure. Then and then alone Government will come 
forward to give some grant and the District Board will also make some 
grant. Who does not know that the rural people are very poor? 
You have killed the money-lenders or the economic condition has killed 
the money-lenders. I do not want to raise any issue over that now. 
Money-lenders are killed, the landlords are killed; in fact, all solvent 
people are killed. Only poor people remain in villages. I ask the 
Hon’hle Minister to give his considerate attention towards this problem 
and the question that without Government grant, these poor people will 
not be able to establish dispensaries in their villages and utilise the 
Government grant. 

Mr, JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to call 
the attention of Governnjent to the necessity for making grants to the 
General Council and State Facility of Ayurvedic Medicine. 

Sir, after the llon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan introduced his esti- 
mates we have listened to several 8i>eeches the burden of which has been 
that there very unsatisfactory conditions i)revail so far as the public 
health of the })rovince is concerned, esj>ecially in rural areas, and that 
the facilities for treatment are lacking to an alarming extent. If that 
is so, it is the duty of Government to provide such facilities for medical 
treatment as will enable the villager to have the services of a ni(‘(iical 
man and of medical treatment close to his home. Sir, the Ayurvedic 
system of medicine has been j)revailing in this province and in a large 
l>art of India foi many, many >ears — I believe, for two thousand years. 
The people have become used to treatment under that system. With 
the introduction of Western systems of medicine there was no doubt the 
growth of a new spirit which led to the neglect of the indigenous system. 
About 25 years ago. Sir Pardey Tmkes who was then Surgeon-General 
to the Government of India, pointed out the imj>ortauce of the Ayurvedic 
system. There has sin(‘e been further recognition of Ayurveda by 
the Western systems by the inclusion of a large number of Ayurvedic 
medicines and drugs in the pharmacopoeia of Great Britain and of other 
countries in the West. Sir, the ailvantage of the Ayurvedic system is 
this. One of the speakers who has preceded me wanted a medical dis- 
pensary for every union which consists of a number of villages. To have 
medicines according to the modern Western system is expensive, and 
it will be difficult for our villagers, even if there is one medical dis- 
pensary in every union, to avail themselves of the services of the 
medical men there and of the medicines prescribed by them. The 
Ayurvedic treatment is much less costly, and the medicines that an 
Ayurvedic practitioner uses are suited to the physical constitution of 
his j>atients. These are obtained mostly from the indigenous herbs and 
plants grown in the locality, and the cost is practically negligible. The 
attention of Government has been directed to the development of 
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indigenoug systems of treatment ever since 1921. It was in 1987 that 
the Government established the General (’oiincil and State Faculty of 
Ayurvedic Medicine. At that time Government no doubt stated that 
it would not undertake any financial res|K)nsibility alM)ut the working 
of that Faculty. The Faculty was established with funds contributed 
by some niemWrs of the public. The Faciilt\ has been functioning for 
nearly four years. AVhat it seeks to do is to include in its oHiciaJ 
medical register only such practitioners as aie found to be tit to practise 
tlie medical profession. For the future the Faculty has laid down 
regular courses of study and examinations for those intending to enter 
tlie profession. Fersons who desire to be placed on the Ayurvedic 
register have to undergo these difficult examinations. Initli theoretical 
and practical, in medicine and surgery, Indore they are entitled to be 
placed on the Ayurvedic register. Sir, as has been ]K»inteil out, these 
Ayurvedic practitioner^, lH*ing less expensi\e, will be available to 
almost every villager, and the knowledge which not only the old books 
contain, being the accumulated exjieric'iice of ages ]>ast, but also the 
modern advances which are also included in their stock ot knowledge 
and their stock of medicines wdll be available at a very little cost to 
the general mass of rural jH‘ople in this country. It is, therelore, neces- 
sary that the Government shouhl help the Facult\ established b\ it 
as a State Faculty and not allow' the Facult\ to gradually languish for 
want of State sujiport. This (piestion was raised l>efore this House in 
March, Ht89, when the Ilon’ble Mi. Tamizuddin Khan who was tlieii 
in charge of the Medical l)e]>artment stated that “Go\ernment have 
already recognised the Ayunt^dic s\stem ot medicine and that a State 
Medical Isiculty of Ayurvedic Medicine has lK‘en established in Jlengal 
and the Faculty has been functioning’ for alniut tw'o years now. When 
the Faculty was established Government w’as not in a jiosition to give 
any financial aid and the Faculty w'as constituted on the distinct under- 
standing that this should mean no financial (‘oinmitimuit on the part of 
Government. Rut I would say that Government do not stick to that 
decision for ever. The question will certainly Ik* examined, and if it 
is jKJSsible to give financial aid to the Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine, 
that will certainly be done." Then he goes on to say that he will hidp 
it. The state of finance of the Ayurvedic Faculty is not good and the 
income nowadays is derived from the preliminan' registration of persons 
who are Ayurvedic practitioners. But such registration has l>een com- 
pleted. There is likely to be no further registration of new Ayurvedic 
practitioners except in the case of those few students wdio succeed in 
passing the final examinations of the Ayurvtnlic Faculty. Thus the 
number (\f new registrations will be necessarily small. The fund in 
hand is gradually dwindling in meeting tlie current expenses. Gov- 
ernment have provided that in every three years the Governing Body 
shall be elected by those who are on the medical register. The election 
expenses amount to B.s. 4,000. So far as the State Faculty of Medicine 
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is concerned, Government find all the expenses for its elections, but 
in the case of Ayurvedic Faculty, Government have not made any con- 
tribution of money whatsoever. The elections are due to be held some 
time before September next and I would urge upon the Government the 
necessity of looking into the matter and to make such grants as it 
considers proper in meeting the extra expenses cast upon the Faculty 
by the elections that are coming. 

So far as the other indigenous system is concerned, namely, the 
IJnani system, it was an effective svstem in the past and so far as 
the Ayurvedic Faculty is concerned it will do its best to help the 
IJnani Faculty, when it is established by placing the experience that 
it has gained in conducting a Facully for Ayurvedic Medicine and in 
any other way that may be available to it. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are very grate- 
ful to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Department for 
the many improvements he has made and for all his efforts to increase 
the efficiency and usefulness of his department, as well as for his 
encouragement and recognition of local training and qualifications. 
We now invite his kind attention to the working conditions and status 
of the Anglo-Indian nurses in the Medical College group of hospitals. 
We would be thankful if Government would appoint a fully rejircsenta- 
tive and independent committee to enquire into the grievances of these 
nurses and grant them relief. 

Most of the honourable members of this Assembly are fully aware 
of the excellent services rendered by these nurses. If you walk into 
any of these hospitals you will see the patients most carefully attended 
to, every sympathy and kindness shown to one and all, medicines and 
nourishments given at regular intervals, and every means taken to 
ensure comfort, rest and ease. And now, turn your attention for a few 
moments and consider the conditions of service of these ministrant.^ of 
mercy and their outlook. The pay they receive is small; the food they 
get is unattractive and, at times, uninviting; the foodstuffs supplied 
are good but the cooking is bad. Their uniform allowance is fast dis- 
appearing even to a vanishing point except on paper. Their hours of 
duty sometimes extend to 14 hours out of the 24. They dare not open 
their lips to complain for fear of instant dismissal. In silence and 
sorrow they continue their duties and bear their burdens. All those 
in authority are fully aware of these long hours of work, strain and 
toil but nobody comes toward to help or sympathise. 

All these hospitals are understaffed. They need a larger number of 
nurses. They want more money, larger grants and better arrange- 
ments. Modern life cannot get on without nursing and nurses. They 
are an absolute necessity and not a luxury. The poor man requires 
their services just as much as a rich man. Pain knows no difference 
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between the rich and the poor, the hif?h and the low. We want n full 
and independent enquiry. The |?rievances of these nurses are many 
and we want redress. Our request is small, reasonable and moderate. 

In granting this, the Government will earn the gratitmle, not only 
of the nurses, but of the public who are compelled to go into these 
hovspitals through illness, suffering or misfortune. I trust that ray 
appeal will not be a cry in the wilderness but be productive of result. 

There is also another matter to which I must invite your attention. 
The training given in Calcutta is of no mean order. If a girl trained 
in Calcutta can secure the highest di]doma available in her line in 
London within G months, it is a clear jiroof that the teacliing given in 
Calcutta is of a substantial nature and fairly high. If the ('aleiittn 
standard be lower than the standard which obtains in Kuro}>e and 
America, then by all means raise that standard and make it ojjual to 
the best that may be found in any part of the world, but at the same 
time, in fairness to all, see that our nurses are not deprived of tlie fruits 
of their labours by importations from overseas. Give local nurses all 
the posts available from the lowest to the highest. T^et merit obtalfi 
its due reward. Let not unjust preference mar tlie free growl )j of a 
noble profession. 

Bengal is the only province in India where Ruperintendent.s and 
Nursing Sisters are systematically engaged from countries outside 
India. Everywhere else these posts are filled by ])r()motif)n from the 
ranks of locally trained women. I ask not this as a favour but dcTnand 
it as a right. The Indian Statutory Commis.sion supports ih(‘ justice of 
my claim. They say in their report: “Some 1,500 Anglo-Indian 
^oraen are in the nursing profession. They have given of their best to 
the tending of the sick of all races and have thus done something 
towards meeting one of the foremo.st and most urgent needs of Indian 
society.” 

Even the rules of admission for training require overhauling and 
revision. As they stand, they lead to absurdities. The Matricula- 
tion Examination of the Calcutta Universitj^ is turned down and the 
Higher Grade Schools’ Final Examination, which is an examination 
instituted and conducted by Government, is either unknown or 
ignored; while the Cambridge Junior Local Examination is given the 
preference over a first class in the Matriculation Examination of the 
University of Calcutta. Can absurdity go further? linkering is 
Useless. The whole thing must be changed. Bengal ought to be 
self-contained and supply her own wants. 

Every action, Sir, lias an equal and contrary reaction, not only in the 
physical world but also in the political, social and economic. You 
cannot escape it. Justice I claim; let justice be done. 
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Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
BudgetiiJ MedicaliJ? ^ ^ CJTfnrC^ I 

Medical Head^ Establishment *l,6^,000\ 
Hospital and DispensariesiJ^ 5RT ^,lr5,800\ Grant for 

Medical purposes ^,^Q,OOC\ Medical College and SchooLjqif 

:)0,*\0,000's &tn, Medical HospitalscU^ C,60,00C\ 

I Surgeon-General ^ 

^ I I. M. S. I. M. D. officers I 

1. C. S. officer^ ^ ^€t ^ ftTl 

TRT I Surgeon-General i]^ t|-f^ :),000\ I ^^8 

officer ^,0C0\ iW\ gradeil '5i1C*p, 

I ^ officer^ ^ I 0^ 

Medical Departments^ ft>,>0,000\ crrcTO 1 

^ftr^ ^ nr ^8,‘l^),Mr6\ i -iirs nr i ^ 

C'f??*! Provincial Autonomy CTfi; ^Ic^lC'i 

S^ ^r^fiT C^Jl C^^Csi)"T I Medical Department 

Nation Building Department. ^ ^TtT^T G ^ 

c^*t ?r?rfw c5tnrc^ i fnrir^ 

tff^ I (71 v|ic^' c*ri^i ^ oM (TTTs i 

Presidency Hospital Disponsariess^ ^\b,G0,000\ ^1^1^ 

^ c^vomi ^ oG,8o,ooo\ ^ 

C^TnrC^ I ^oiOV Reports (7f^ ^ Calcutta and SuburbsS 

C86i l shif Allopathic Hospital, 

^ Homoepathie ^Q ^ ■=ir<n %6f5 

Outdoor S^* Indoor Hospital ^ 8,0^cf^ bed ^STf^ I 

Indoors^ ‘\8,bC^\ ^ Outdoors^ 

C5tUK^ ^PFI I S? hospital ^ ^ 

(Ttnirf oc,:50,ooc\ i 

^rc<fT arf^c^ wn ^ tjtn bc ^ ^ i b,G0>:)f5 hospital 

1 S^<fT G(bff State Institution, ^>^15 Village and Unicm 

Board Hospital, Private Institutions receiving grants, 

Private unaidded, <i8f5 Railway s^* bl5 subsidised, bed 

6,0*lb', (TT^fTlTT Indoor Patient 5,08,h^G 

S^: Outdoors fBfT<i*f5r5 C5tOrf|^ r'=^,J5>0,^>8^ I ^<rr Malaria 

% 8^,015,8^^, Kalazar % b,0b,0br^, Dysentery 

^,J>6,G8h Tuberculosis ^0,00b I 
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ho8pitall3f% ^ TO (TtTTO ^ 

^TC^nr froc^ ^ G,6^,vDCfi ^6*8:) <sii 

ha^pital 'Qfro ^ CTO TO71 ^ ^ ^ f^TTO 

S'tt^H I ^rfr<j t^lTOTO ^IC^cS C*f5fr3 ^ to hoepitaUii^ w^ 

\,^o,ooo\ ^ ^ cTtcc^, fro (?r^f% ^ 

Calcutta standardi] C^ 0![1*t? I 

&»jf^ I Subdivisional Hospital ^ CTO 

Provision TO I Union BoardviJ^ hospital TOtTTO 

®RT d bl"^! OfOT C5tC¥C^ ^ TOT^ I C^f^ Union Iktard^i] 

^rMf lr8\ grant f^TIlTC^ I TOl TOot?r 

TOl Provincial Revenue supply TOT (7T^ *^5JCTO 
vft^ ^tt^ I ^5ft? vi-sti \5tu*nt ^ ti4i 

CF^ froc^ I cTOc^ c^tTO ^ I c?r^ 

I ^^A^O ^ Registorod Practitioners I 

TOl (Tirs 5t^ ^ I C=9t5ff^ 

W^C'«1'-3 I TOtTO (Tft^ I ^ Qiialitiod I^actitionors 

TOl Medical (V)llege ^ School 'ij Cl\b 

villageil P>fl3r practice ^ I C'fT't^ C=Tr^ ^5tTO fees 

fei; ^ ^ I ^t?n to? ?t? to? i to (TOT? cto fro ftiV^TO 

?t?l I TOTO ^?t? ??TO ^ ^<tOl iSWTO C?tTO TO 

TOU^ ?Tt?^ rs?! ??TO I tfCSTT union ^'A CTOf 

Subsidised systcm^i] ?f? ??T? ^ ^jTUTlr? Wt? S'W? 

crtr3 TOl 1^ is[r^ TOf??l I C?TO TOTO?? ^*n C?^ I ?«^ 

fro ^ I il^iTOTll ?Tt^ ^2^ IT'S?! ??TO ?tIcJ TO^ 

TO CTO:^ I 

Tuberculosis patientil^ ^R? TOI Institution 

I Jadabpurii TO Kalimpongij | WS1S 

patient;*)? TOT) TO^ I CTO'^ tfCTO^ TO?? -il?: TOt''t*t01? 

TO(?f family ?? CTO C'JlTW I 'TO?! C??t^ ??lTOf 

CTO^ fro W?J CTO ?T?T1 CTOTO ^ ?1 I C^l? 

segregation camp C?^ C??TC? \ilWifl ??T? TO I Jadabpur;*]? 5r3 

TO<3 TO?r hospital^]? ?T?^ i^m I '23?’ Diamond Harbour 

tnf3 to:? Colony ?f?l I ?tU5 sanatorium:* TO 

Mid TOt|1^ ?cTOt‘^4 c?s?i ??TO i 

Tot Medical Collegeij? f^TO C? ?T?n tP ®*J ^ 

TO?? ?? I TOTm CTO^ S- “’’t^^TO ^ f??TC15 C?^ 
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I (7F^ff?r^ CW5 ^ ^ l C?r*f Research 

Institutions Sf5<^ I ^ ^tC^1C<=1 

improvement c-^l^C'vi "HICuH I hospital 

Non-official element C^'T’ ^ ^a, I 'iStC^tC'^T ^ ^ 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his . eat.) 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir, in supporting the cut motion 
of my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, I would like to say that the 
grant which is provided in the Budget is quite insufficient to serve the 
people of Bengal. Hospitals and dispensaries in the district and sub- 
divisions do not supply sufficient medicine to the patients for which the 
people of those places are clamouring always. In support of the cut 
motion I would like to raise a discussion on the inadequacy of medical 
facilities in the subdivisional dispensary at Tangail, a subdivision 
which is very important both in respect of population and area. I have 
tried in a variety of ways to invite the attention of the Hon’ble Ministers 
to the deplorable condition under which the only dispensary at Tangail 
was sufiering. But, Sir, it appears that those on whom our welfare 
has been charged are busy with so-called big things for which evidently 
the feeble voice of this subdivision cannot reach their ears. I have, 
therefore, had no other option than to bring the matter before thi.s 
House for a square deal. 

Sir, I shall not tire the House with a long list of our grievances 
which might appear as local and petty to many of my honourable 
friends here; I shall only submit before this House a few of the salient 
facts which will show how helpless Tangail town is in respect of 
medical facilities. The Tangail D. N. Charitable Dispensary has only 
1(5 male beds, 6 female beds with two compounders and one nurse. 
With this meagre equipment the biggest subdivision in Mymensingh 
district is being served, and no petition, no clamour and no reasoning 
has been able to draw the pitiful consideration of the Hon’ble Ministers. 
Sir, at present the Tangail Charitable Dispensary enjoys a total grant 
of Rs. 3,340 from various sources; all that the Government have been 
pleased to give us in their inhnite mercy is a paltry yearly grant of 
Rs. 150 and the free services of an Assistant Surgeon. Now, Sir, this 
Assistant Surgeon is the only oasis in our desolate desert; he has to 
cater to the medical needs of the Police, Jail, Government officials 
besides the inflow of patients in the hospital. For him the task is 
heavy and exacting. Moreover, the dispensary has no operation table, 
no up-to-date instruments for operation and in case of urgent and 
immediate operation a patient has to travel a long distance of sixty 
miles by motor to reach Mymensingh 
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Mr. SPEAKER: How is Government responsible for that ? 

Mr. AM RITA LAL MAN DAL: Sir, I am placing certain facts 
bout the condition of this hospital which is under Government control. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How is it that Government is resjmnsible for that 
ispensary ? 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Because it is a Government-aided 
astitution and is managed by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Therefore, Sir, it quite so oiten 
appens that before the patient has to subject himself to the tedium 
f this journey, a benign providence relieves him of all his mortal 
roubles. This is not all. There is no i.solation ward for cholera and 
mall-pox cases in the dispensar\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Mandal, it must be a district 
oard or municipal dispensary. You are wrong in saying that it is 
lanaged by Government. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: It is a Government -aided (lis])en8ary 
nd the Subdivisional Officer is the President of its Managing Board. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May be; but it is not a Government dispensary. 
Lfter all, this Budget discussion is meant for the purpose of ventilating 
he grievances of the public in matters for which Government is directly 
esponsible. This is a local medical institution the management of 
fhich is vested in a particular local body and the question whether ten 
>ed8 are adequate for it or whether the number of beds sliould be 
ncreased to twenty is not a matter which, I think, can be properly dis- 
ussed in connection with the Medical Budget. I think ^ou cannot 
)ring in local matters for which Government is not responsible. It I 
dlow this sort of discussion, I am afraid I do not know where it will 
ead us to. However, if you like, Mr. Mandal, you can only draw the 
ittention of Government to the inadequacy of the grant to this ho.spital 
ind suggest whether Government can render any further help. But 
lere you are entering into details which concern the local body which is 
esponsible for it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, there are beds for the police 
n this hospital which is under the direct supervision of the Subdivisional 
)£Bcer. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: May be; but it is an institution which is not 
manag^ed by Government. Let us get rid of the idea that because 
Government has some power of supervision everything in the world 
must be done by Government. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: But Government is also responsible 
for its proper supervision, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And therefore? Is it your idea that therefore 
Government must take the initiative and say that there should be 
twenty beds instead of ten? I am afraid if this subordination mentality 
is to be tolerated, I do not know where it may lead us to. 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, if (iovernment give a grant 
to an institution, they have some hand in its administration. And it 
is only at the Budget time that w^e can draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to the state of affairs in any particular institution or dispensary 
which has to a very great extent to depend upon Government grants. 
Wh en (iovernment give a grant to an institution, certainly (joverii- 
ineiit can bring pressure on that institution to improve its condition. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, as Deputy Leader of the Opposition, you 
are initiating a very dangerous principle, namely, that you are asking 
tlie Government to interfere in the affairs of a local institution which is 
under the control of a local body, simply because that institution 
happens to be in receipt of a Government grant. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Apart from that, Sir, the Budget 
discussion is only meant for the purpose of drawing the attention of 
Government to the evils which are in existence in certain administra- 
tions. And if Government is in a position to control those administra- 
tions which it does on many other occasions, without being called for, 
why should it not do so on an occasion like this in order to remove an 
evii ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: You are initiating very dangerous constitutional 
precedents, Mr, Basu, for if we give every latitude to the Opposition to 
ask Government to interfere in the administration of local bodies, I 
think, it would be treading on dangerous constitutional grounds. 

Mr. NJHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Even if that be so Sir, 

it would, I submit, be a healthy interference on the part of Govern- 
ment. 
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Mfs 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I was drawing? your attention. 
Sir, to the fact that Government is interfering in the affairs of local 
bodies on occasions when such interference is not at all called for, but 
when occasions are there when they ought to interfere in a matter in 
the interest of the public, they are callous and indifferent. 


Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir, some time ago when the 
JTon’ble the Chief Minister and the Hon’ble the Minister for Medical 
Department were on a visit to Karatia, tlie\ were pleased to pay a visit 
to this dispensary and were kind enough to promise substantial grant 
for the extension of this dispensary. But, Sir, as it so often happens. 
Ministers sometimes forget themselves in the salubrious atmosphere of 
tlip mufassal when the}" are out on tour, and they promise milk and 
honey in abundance for us, poor mutn'Miliic" ; but as sijon as tiic\ 
touch the burning dust of the city, their temporary feat of generosity 
evaporates in the thin air. Unfortunately, Sir, such has beeti tlie case 
in regard to the Tangail D. N. Cliaritable Dispensary. I wouhl only 
appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers to redeem their promise and to sanction 
a lump grant of Rs. 20,000 for the construction of surgical and inalernih 
wards in the dispensary, and to help in equipping it with 41) male beds, 
1"> female beds and 5 special beds for delivery cases. The need for the 
addition of beds for delivery is so great that it is impossible for me to 
emphasise it in any more detail. 1 may only point out that mortality 
in respect of delivery cases in mufassal areas is growing apace year 
after year and relief is most urgently called for. It is, therefore, Sir, 
our minimum demand, and I hope and trust that this modest re()iies( 
of our subdivision would not be turned down. Sir, when promises are 
so often made for the welfare of rural areas, when crocodile tears are 
.shed in abundance for the poor and the destitute, and when it is so 
loudly trumpeted that the rural areas are going to get u fair deal from 
the Ministry, let not the helpless people of Tangail feel that tor them 
the main-spring of Ministerial generosity ha.s dried up. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Sjieaker, Hir. 
several of the cut motions moved have been directed to the (jUe'>tion 
that there should be at least one dispensary' in each union. So far as 
Government is concerned, one dispensary at each union is the ideal 
which the Ministry would like to achieve, but how to do itP — fnat is 
the question. The present policy of Government, so far a.s lural 
dispensaries are concerned, has been very often stated here. It is this 
that if dispensaries are established and if they conform to certain 
conditions, then Government will in each case give the usual grant. 
This is a policy which the Government ha.s been consistently following 
for several years, and no grant recommended by the local officeis for 
6 
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such dispensaries has been refused. Sir, that is a policy which, I 
think, under the circumstances, cannot but be said to be liberal in view 
of the finances at our disposal. 

In this connection, Sir, I must also refer to the rural public health 
reorganisation scheme. Under that scheme it is intended that a treat- 
ment centre will be established in each area of two union boards and 
there will be at least two other subsidiary centres. If that scheme can 
be given effect to, I think my friend Mr. Giasuddin and others of his 
way of thinking will get more than one dispensary in each Union Board 
because in two Union Boards there will be one centre and at least two 
other subsidiary centres. I think, therefore, that what Government 
has been doing in respect of the establishment of rural dispensaries is 
quite adequate under present circumstances. 

Mr. Giasuddin says that Government should now think of the 
villages and not of the towns only. Probably Mr. Giasuddin thinks 
that this is the first time, and on account of a piece of advice coming 
from him, that Government has directed its attention 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: It is not the first time. You 
yourself moved a motion when you were not a Min ister, but an ordinary 
member. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When I spoke at that 
time, Sir, Government had not yet come to a decision as regards this 
policy of rural public health reorganisation. Since then Government 
has come to a decision that there should be one treatment centre in 
every two Union Boards and at least two other subsidiary centres in that 
area. That goes far beyond the proposition of my honourable friend. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, as usual, has directed his 
criticism towards everything that has been done in the Medical Depart- 
ment. He has said that a sum of Rs. 80,000 was provided in the 
budget for the Sadar hospitals in the current year, out of which only 
Rs. 10,000 has been spent. My friend is correct so far as his figures 
are concerned, but the grant has been repeated in the next year’s 
Budget as on account of certain untoward circumstances the full amount 
could not be spent. Some schemes have matured, and it is expected 
that fresh grants will be given in respect of those schemes, but the entire 
money that has been provided in the coming year’s Budget will be 
spent during the next year. 

Then, Sir, my friend has said that nothing has been provided in 
the Budget for subdivisional hospitals. He says that I have said in 
my speech that money has been provided for the hospitals. Sir, I never 
said that money has been provided in the next year’s Budget for the 
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subdivisional hospitals. I only said that a survey was being made and 
(ioverninent contemplates improvement of the subdivisional hospitals 
also to which Government attaches very great importance. 

• Then, Sir, Mr. Basil has referred to the Ayurvedic Faculty and he 
says that Government ought to have encouraged that Faculty by a 
suitable grant. Mr. Basu happens to be the President of the Gtuieral 
Council and State Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine and he is certainly 
aware that a large sum has accumulated in the hamls of the Faculty 
and Council in spite of the extension of the stall and provision of 
increased pay for the staff. Tlie Faculty, therefore, does not appear U) 
he very much in need of additional funds. 1 may repeat here again 
that Government agreed to the establishment of the Faculty and the 
Council on the express condition that money for the additional expendi- 
ture was available from the provincial revenu(‘. Nevertheless, a grant 
wa-. provided in the coming gear's Budget and 1 may further add that 
iittei the Unani and Honueopathic Faculties are established —I hojie 
lliat they will be established very soon — Government will ht' })repared 
to consider on general principles the question of making grants to th(‘ 
('ouncil wliere such grants are inevitably necessary and aKo at the same 
tinu* the question (d' making grants to hospitals and schools having 
systems other than the western scientific systems of medicim*. Mr. ifasu 
ha^ referred to the special difficulty on account of the coming el<*(‘tions 
ul the Council. Sir, I think that if the Fa(‘ully is actually in financial 
difficulty on account of the elections the llon’ble MinistiT in charge, 
li approached for a grant, will symi)ath(‘tically <‘onsider any ai>plication 
to that effect. More than that I cannot say at this stage. 

Sir, Mr. Chippendale has referred 

Mr. J. W.*CHIPPENDALE: I did not move any motion. So, 
the Hon’ble Minister is not in order. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: He has referred to the 
grievances of nurses in the Medical College Hospitals. 1 admit, Sir, 
that the number of nurses in the Medical College Hospitals is far from 
‘'adequate with the result that there is a considerable amount of strain 
on the existing staff. The House is aware tliat an additional staff of 
nurses has been appointed in the Medical College Hospitals under the 
nuspices of the Calcutta Hospitals Nurses’ Institution and it is the 
(jovernment scheme and policy to make nursing adequate and up to 
the prescribed standard within a measurable distance of time. The 
profession of nursing is one of the noblest in the world as nurses are 
♦“xpected to. put up with all kinds of difficulties that may come in their 
^ny in following their profession. I may inform the Hmise that 
Government has a large scheme of improvement of nursing and train* 

of Indian nurses in the Campbell Hospital which, it is hoped^ 
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will result in a large number of Indian nurses being available for 
service not only to the patients of various hospitals in Calcutta but 
also to those in the hospitals in rural areas. I think, Sir, that these 
proposals will satisfy my friend Mr. Chippendale for the time being. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the cut motions. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 51,13,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical*’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 51,13,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and a division demanded. 

(After the members had assembled.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: I will adjourn the House immediately after the 
division is over. The members need not come soon after- the division. 
They may come after the prayer. The result will be announced later. 

The division was then taken with the following result : — 


AYE8^2. 


AMhI NtkMin, Mr. 

AMul Walittf, Mtttlvi. 

Afeu Haittin larkar. Maalvi. 

AfeHl pm. Mr. M«. 

Ahmatf Kbaa, Mr. tptb. 
Atimvaain AbmH, Mr. 

■aaarji, Mr. tatya Priya. 

■arma, Baba prambari. 

Barma, Mr. PuiyaJIt 
Bata, Nr. Saatetb Kamar. 
Bbawmlk, Or. Qobiaaa Obaabra. 
Bliwai, Baba Laktbml Narayaa. 
Bitwai, Mr. taraaira Natb. 

Bata, Mr. tarat Obaaara. 
Obakrabarty, Nr. Jatiaara Natb. 
Obaaibari, Rai Haraaara Natb. 
Dat Qayta, Baba Kbagaaira Natb. 
Dai Rapta, brijat Naraagra Natb. 
DuHa Bapta, MIm, Mira. 

Datta Maiaaiaar, Mr. Nibaraaiu. 
EaKaPal Hagaa. Kail. 


Qbaia, Mr. Atal Kritbaa. 

Riaiama Abaiad, Mr. 
tlalalaPPia Haibamy, Mr. syttf. 

Jaaab AM Majamdar, Maulvi. 

Kanar, Mr. Atal Ohaadra. 

Kaada. Mr. Niihitba Natb. 

Majaaidar, Nn. Haaiaprova. 

Maadal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maadai, Mr. Kritbaa Fraud. 
Maairanaaiaa Itlaaiabadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Magbal Houia, Mr. 

Naatbar AM, Mr. lyad. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tariaieharaa. 

Raaiiiaddia Ahaiad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obara Cbaadra. 

Ray. Mr. Maamatba Natb. 

Saayal, Mr. sauaka Sakhar. 
thabadali, Mr. 

•iagba. Baba Ktbatra Natb. 

Waliar Rahaiaa, Maalvl. 

Zanaa, Mr. A. N. A. 


Abdal Alia, Maalaaa Md. 

Abdal HaBi, Mr. MIria. 

Abdal Natl, Mr. Mia. 

Abdal Nakiai Vikraaipari, Maalai Md. 
Abdal Naaild, Mr, A. M. 

Abdal Naaiid fbab, MaalaL 
Abdal Kadar, Mr. (aliat Lai Maah). 
AMal Karlai, Mr. 

Abdal Malid, Mr. tyad. 

Abdalla*AI Mabaia^ Mr. 

Abdar Ratabld Mabaiaad, Mr. 

Abdar Raat, Kbaa Babadar Maalvl t. 
Abdal Metalab Malik, Dr. 


NOES— 100. 

Abdar Ravi, Kbaa Babadar fbab. 

Abdat tbabaad, Maalvl Md. 

Abldar Rwa Obawdbary, Kbaa Babadar MaalvL 
Abal Haibiai. MaalvL 
Abvl Natain Abated. Mr. 

Abal Qvauai, Maalvi. 

Acbaryya Cbeadbvry, Mabaraja tatbi Kaata, at 
Maktagaaba, Myaieatiagb. 

Abated AM Baayt^ari, Kbaa Babadar Maalaaa 
Abaud AH Mrldba. MaahrL 
Abaud Hetaia, Mr. 

Alfaivddla Abated, Kbaa Babadar Maalvi. 
AaararvI Ailai, Kbaa Babadar Md. 
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Agla< HMMia Khan, Khan Kahaiar Manhrl. 
■•rat AH. Mr. Mi. 
liM. Mr. iattnira Nath. 

Bill-Hart, Mitt P. B. 

Chlppmiala, Mr. 4 . W. 

PMi. Baha Dahanira Nath. 

Eihar, Mr. Upaniranath. 

Farhai Raia Ohaarihary, Mr. M. 

Farhat Bana Khaaam. Bafam. 

Filial Haq, tha Han'hia Mr. A. K. 

Filial Qaaiir, Khan Bahaiar Maalai. 

Fular Rahaian, Mr. (Mymanilafii). 

Bliiilng, Mr. D. 

Qalim tarwar Hatalai, Mr. Ihah tyai. 

Bomm, Mr. B. A. 
firiMthi, Mr. C. 

HiBiaiila Chaaihari, Maalvi. 

Huinaiiiaian, Maalvi Mi. 

Hiiini Marehai, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Natimilly Janiiir, Khan Bahih Maalvi. 
Hiairy, Mr. Divii. 

Hiyaraai, Mr. Ragart. 
lirii Ahmai Mia, Maalvi. 

Jalaiaiiia Ahmai, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Juimadain Ahmai. Khan Bahah Maalvi. 
Kahiraddin Khan. Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Kaiim Ali Mina, Bahihiaia Kawan dah Byad. 
Kinnady, Mr. I. Q. 

McBrigar, Mr. Q. fl. 

MaBiaddia Ahmai, Maalvi. 

Maiiaddin Ohaaihary, Maalvi. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtah, Miharajknmar Uiay Chaai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Ohanira. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Milaa, Mr. O. W. 

Margan, Mr. g., c.I.E. 


Matammai Hag. Maalvi Mi. 

Mabammai Ihrahim, Maalvi. 

Mabammai lahagaa, MaaIvU 
Mabammai larail, Maalvi. 

Mabammai Biiiigaa, Khaa Bahaiar Dr. Byad. 
Makarjaa. Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Malliak, tha Haa’hia Mr. Mnkanda Bahary. 
Maaharraf Naaaain, lha Haa'hia Nawah, Khan 
Bahaiar. 

Maatagavaal Hagaa, Mr. Byai. 

Nartan, Mr. N. R. 

Ralkat, tha Naa’hia Mr. praaanna Dah. 

Rallbaiiia Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Ruaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaanjay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Badaraddln Ahmad, Mr. 

BaBraddin Ahmai, Haji. 

Banaallah, Dr. 

Barkar, Baba Maihaiadan. 

Baaaaan, Mr. R. M. 

Ban. Rai Bahaiar dagaah Ohmira. 

Baralal lilam, Mr. 

Bhahabadila, Mr. Khwija. C.B.E. 

Bhamiaddln Ahmad Khaadkar, Mr. 

BInclalr. Mr. d. F. 

Sirdar, Baba Litta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. h. Brabant 
Bpallar, Mr. d. H. 

Stavaa, Mr. d. W. R. 

Bnhrawariy, tha Han’bla Mr. N. B. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tamliaddia Khan, tha Han’bla Mr. 

Tatal Ahmad Chaadhary, Maalvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitahaad. Mr. R. B. 

Yaaaat, Mina. 

Yaaat Ali Chaadhary, Mr. 


(At this sUige the House was adjourued lor lo minutes.) 


After Adjournment . 

The Ayes being 42 and the Noes 100, the motion was lost. 

The motion ot the Hon’ble Mr. Taiiiizuddin Khan (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daeea) that a 
?^um of Rs. 51,1-3,000 be granted l(»r expenditure under the head 
“38 — MedicaT' was then put and agreed to. 


3a~-Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Nawab, Bahadur of Dacca, Minister, Public Health and 
Local Self-Government, that a sum of Rs. 50,52,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health." The aggregate 
provision under this head of budget is R.s. 51,75,(K)0 of which 
Pfl 1 95 non ,.i, ,i ... 
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A statement has already been placed before the honourable member^; 
of the House in which derails have been explained in respect of the 
pro^^ressive policy adopted by the Ministry in the cause of healtli 
reform in various directions, and has also dwelt on the advances that 
have been made in recent years, especially during the year 1940-41. 

In the year 1936-37 the actual expenditure on Public Health 
amounted to Rs. 34,28,000. The revised estimate for the current year 
stands at Rs. 42,90,000, and as will be seen, the provision for expen- 
diture in the ensuing year’s budget is Rs. 51,75,000. The details of 
the provisions made in the Public Health Budget for various schemes 
and projects have been shown briefly in the explanatorj^ memorandum, 
the Red Book, and read with the statement which is a resume of the 
policy of the Ministry and main developments in the sphere of 
activities covered by the Ministry of Health should be sufficient to 
show that there has been signal development and improvement in many 
directions valuable in themselves and so conceived as to lay sound and 
broadbased foundations for further progress. 

An explanation is perhaps necessary to the House on behalf of 
the Ministry for non-utilisation of the grants obtained from the 
Legislature for certain services, especially for re-organisation of rural 
public health services and control of malaria and leprosy. 

Sir, the reasons have been explained in some details in the 
statement placed before the House why there has been delay in 
maturing certain schemes of health reform. When we think of 
developing and maturing schemes of Public Health service, we must 
include within our conception of it the sphere of the whole physical 
life of man and everything w^hich affects it. Human knowledge and 
experience are to be brought to bear upon the great primary problem 
of i)ersonal and national survival. It is therefore essential that 
Government must step forward cautiously, in order that the schemes 
of various public health and social services should be prepared, drawm 
up and executed in a way which will ensure steady development, 
avoiding on the one side any over-elaboration unsuited to local 
conditions and on the other any false step which will jeopardise 
success of these schemes. They have therefore naturally taken time 
to be closely considered from all aspects in the light of local conditions 
and as far as the limited available finances permit. I trust that the 
honourable members will appreciate that progress on ordered linos 
can only be made in the several Public Health services gradually and 
as a long-term investment. 

The principal schemes under active and earnest consideration of 
the department are (a) the scheme for Re-organisation of Rural Public 
Health Services, (6) Rural Water-supply Project, and (c) Compre- 
hensive Schemes towards the control of Malaria, Tuberculosis and 
Leprosy. As has been made clear in the statement placed before the 
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House tlie Government have undertaken the responsibility ol the 
capital expenditure involved in the proviiu'ial schemes for rural 
water-supply and a Special Officer i> being immediately appoin1**d to 
examine the provision in the light of the programmes aiready ivreived 
from all the districts, through the District Hoards, local otHceis and 
the various Water-Supply Committees. In n-gard to the .scheme for 
reorganisation of Rural TTcalth .service.s, which has been under 
examination for a length ol lime, there are st*veral outstanding jioints 
which have still to be surmounted, Imt then the Government have 
decided to go ahead as an experimental measure by launching the 
scheme in selected subdivisions and areas in districts uhnli have 
passed resolutions to co-o])eratc with the (iovernment in working this 
project. 

The House is aware that certain essential items oi the anti-luber- 
culosis scheme on a provincial basis have alread\ been takim up. In 
the ensuing year it has been decided to make a grant for establish- 
nnmt of Chest Clinics and Village Isolation (hmtres. Similarl\ in 
respect of Leprosy, provision has been made which will be su])plement- 
ed as and w'hen it may be necessary, towards the establishment of licprosy 
(Minics w'hich is the first step towards the solution of tin* probbon of 
le])ro.sy. The iiosition as regards malaria and its solution lias been 
explained at length in the statement circulated Ampli* provision has 
Imhui made and Government have already taken action by ai)])oi)iting 
a Malaria Engineer to assist the local bodies to prejuire and execute 
anti-malarial schemes with adeipiate aid from Government. 

In conclusion 1 earnestly invite the co-operation ol the honourable 
member.N of ihe Legi.slature in effectively solving the Ibiblic Health 
problems of this province. It will be realised that it may be many 
\ears before the nation can hope to M*e the full effect of the campaign 
for health reform that has been undertaken by the j)resent Ministry, 
hut the effect is already in course of being produced and W4* c‘an hope 
with confidence that within a measurable distance of time the province 
shall be in a position, without hazard or caprice, to get the most out 
of the life of the citizens of Bengal, ensuring an acme of personal and 
national survival. 

With these few' words, Sir, I commend the motion for acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Before I take up the cut motions there are just 
one or two points to which I should like to refer. To-morrow will be 
the last day of the budget discussion and under the rules I have to 

fix the time when the budget discussion will be closed. I propose 

that to-morrow the House should meet at 10 a.m. and finish the 

business of the day at 12-30 p m. and that the discussion should be 

ck).sed at 11-30 a.m. when the guillotine will fall. 
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Then there is ancrther point. The first budget item to be taken up 
to-morrow relates to Anglo-Indian and European education, and 
I think this item will take about half an hour. Immediately after 
that I propose to take up the grant under the head ‘‘Miscellaneous 
Departments’’ which includes labour questions. I hope the House 
will have no objection to that. All other items will take the rest of 
the time. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EK<HAR 8ANYALS iSir, I would suggest that 
first priority should be given to the “Miscellaneous Departments”. 

Mfi 8PEAKER! Mr. Sanyal, I can give you this assurance that 
even if we take up Anglo-Indian and European Education first, we 
will have enough time for “Miscellaneous Departments” and the cut 
motions relating to labour matters. After that the guillotine will fall 
at 11-30 a.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, there are 
various other items in to-morrow’s agenda of which “Forest” is very 
important. I would therefore request you to allot some time for the 
discussion of this important subject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can assure you that if after disposal of the 
“Miscellaneous Departments” there is any time before the guillotine 
falls, that time will go to the “Forests”. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am afraid. 
Sir, in that case no time will be left for “Forests”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can only assure you that whatever time is left 
will go to “Forests”. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 50,52,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. Wm 

Cl ^ T?ltW C\ Wf TCWfS emus ^ 

m emus ^ i 

^otu5?r ^ ci m ^ 

cf\^\ m C5tR c^, ^ 

mi C5tnrc^ ^$1^ 
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cfr-sTOT ^rtT^i‘ri%3Fi c-y t c^c s i ' H i 

^:jsf\ ^TTt^i ^ «lGrc^ (7ft 

'°llR (.^l«l^ I '^N'SlI (TT^fC^ ^fft tSf^RR C^l6 C«il4f«1 (TftS (TfT^ 

5n feStt c^ (7tr?F wnm ?nr, ^ (TFI^ 

^TPm ^5^ (7ri3f% ^ ^itOT <t^'^ 

\5t^ ^I'Tlil ^ (TltOTC^ I (7f >11^14] 

^TPm C^lC'ifC^ ^5t8 f^C^N C41C11 ‘S ^ wR^-a -qlvfltVst 4^ I 

il^ Ct| PlC^C^bi? Ttv^taS t’’Tt41 ’^It^n ’TOTS (7PlT(71 •T^f^^'l 

4^414 wrt«ff4r«t4 ^ c^ ^ C5i^ '5tv5‘=t"n®i> c«lr4 

c^tnk^i ^ C5H 

^Tk-^r ?gr^ (TT^tUS ^ItlTR 1 TC^lt 

^Sfl^ 4Rn ^Sfk^ (TT^fkTT^ Tubewell ti)4 4Nn C^fClC^ I 

^FPTt«fT4^ ^ ^ <lkr ^ ^ 'Bfrsnr ^viliTit 

I 

3TF5t«tf% ^Tk^, ^ kC'iti TOf lij^s ^rkfki Wh 
f^(.ei'l S^oHf ^4^ ^SFPT^ 4lWtf^^^fkr I cHlHlif ^ 

C^ tfj- C^ feStt C4t^ C^ (7f ^ ^ (7T^f% 

(7R 4^5C^ft4W4 4t^ftU5 C'T'S^ ^ I ^5t4 SaC^ (.^Iwf^'fll^l (71 

4t“'^kHC"H *1^54^ ^0. 5t^ (7Tf4^ ^5[t4 ^^4^1 

c?ft4 I ^ ’n<ft4«t (TTkRTnf 4mi wi i?? ^ 

'skn ■foSj^tlB ^TkrtfTf? ct>lw (TR^ ^lk? i 

^f\5 c4fC5f ^ (Tft 'oTOT’ ^stunf •f'i^ 

^r?f I lilt 4^ '?5(7T \5t4i c^k«if^«i ^ ^rfej 4*^ I ^tl*kf 
fe<f ^ fri S^ 4r<f ^^iTRnm (7f 
^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ (7ft I sskT (7ft, 

'^Ii^I’SjId^^ I ^ ^ C4Hf^, ^t?k4?r 

lil^fe f 4T’'lkH(."h feSt^ (7ftf§, (7TT4t^ lil^* tSPfU'i 

C4kf54 v5^ C'^fTF iil4s 41’^ 'n<f4k^if ^ C^^k4 (7f ^PTS ^l*Tlff WI7T4 TRHn 
441 C^kTk^ (7r^t% f4 444 vskTT 441 C^IUk^ — 4k44 444(4 ^5k44 ^4t4 
^Mi 441 C^k4C^ 41 4k44 444l4 41 ^5k44 W47 441 C5l(.fk^ — lilt 1^X4 

4tf4 ^ 4t4^®f (4l4f| ; iil4’ ?rf^4t4 ^OT4 4Tft (4k4 lUt 

tr^ C4T4f| I 

Miss Pi B. BELL-HART; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to ask that 
Governinent should extend health services to all the rural areas, 
particularly maternity and health services. 
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Working on the outskirts of Calcutta, a day does not pass, but I 
see the most appalling results of the efforts of the untrained dai. 
Their patients are left martyrs to pain and ill health which saps their 
vitality and makes them prey to intercurrent infectious diseases. I 
also occasionally come across d(ds using most barbarous methods at 
child birth — methods that were used in the west in the 15th and 16th 
centuries and long since stamped out. That these most ancient 
barbaric methods are still practised in Bengal is most shameful in 
these days of enlightenment, and further I know these methods still 
persist in the rural areas — a most appalling state of affairs. 

I am aware that Government have opened some health centres, 
which cost a great deal of money and just touch the fringe of the 
problem. It will take years and years before these health centres 
can be spread all over Bengal and more time before they are working 
to maximum efficiency. I suggest especially in the present financial 
stringency, that Government start work from the other end of the 
scale. 

These daif^ should be registered and not allowed to practise till they 
are adequately trained. I know that local municipalities are compel- 
led to train their dais. In practice this training consists of generally 
a dozen lectures by a man doctor and what happens after this training 
is a matter of indifference. These dais should be given at least a 
three months’ practical training in a maternity ward under a qualified 
health visitor or woman doctor and subsequently thedr work must be 
supervised and checked. This type of dai should be able to sow the 
seeds of healthy propaganda and when funds permit midwives and a 
health visitor at a health centre should be the next step and this kind 
of health unit having the confidence of the people will be of great 
service and can later expand in other directions. 

Mr. K. A. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say 
a few words on the main motion. The Public Health Department 
should rank with the Education Department as the most important of 
the nation-building departments and we naturally look for progress 
in its work and development. 

We find, however, that while the amount of the grant has increas- 
ed from year to year there is little evidence from statistics available 
that there has been any real progress in the prevention of disease or 
in the improvement of living conditions. This, I think, is not entirely 
the fault of the department. Decentralisation of the Public Health 
organisation in Bengal has been carried out to such an extent that 
the department has little or no }>ower to control the Public Health 
organisation, and the organisation is completely under the control of 
the local bodies. (A voice from the Coalition Benches: Question I) 
The result is that the Director of Public Health is little more than a 
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master. For example he disburses every year to the local bodies 
Rs. 11 A lakhs to pay for the staff of the existing rural Public Health 
units and in addition for one-half of tlie salary and allowances of the 
District Health Officers. He has, however, no control over this staff 
wliioh is employed and controlled entirely by the local bodies. 

This inevitably makes co-ordination and long range planning very 
difficult. What is more, it does not give the staff that security of 
service which is essential for effective work. Very often they feel 
dependent on one or two members of the local bodies and their action 
or inaction is determined by the wishes of these members. In no 
other Province has tlie process of decentralisation been carried so far 
as it has been in Bengal. In Madras the Public Health staff was 
deprovincialised some time ago at the instance of the Justice Party. 
When the Congress Party came into power they consolidated the 
position and gave statutory powers to the Public Health officers. The 
Public Health staff have also been provincialised in the Punjab and 
the United Provinces. 

The department has a small inspecting staff, but it can do little 
more than visit the District Headquarters. The position is illustrated 
by the quinine and rural water-supply grants. The grant for distri- 
bution of free quinine has increased from Rs. 1,40,000 to Rs. 5 lakhs 
and for 1941-42 is Rs. 0 lakhs. Quinine is, however, distributed free 
of charge to local bodies and there is no check over its distribution by 
the local bodies. (A voice from the Coalition Benches: Question!) 
No records are kept by the local bodies of how the quinine is distri- 
buted. As from 1940-41 the quinine has been allocated to the District 
Magistrates for distribution instead of to the District Boards, so some 
improvemenl in this resi)ect may be expected. 

The grant for rural water-supply in 1940-41 was Rs. lakhs and 
this year it has been increased to Rs. 10 lakhs. This money, Sir, is 
distributed to the local bodies for expenditure on sinking tube-wells 
according to schemes submitted by the Subdivisional Water-Supply 
Committees and approved. There is, however, no supervision of the 
tube-wells after they are sunk and in many cases small defects, such 
as a missing nut or bolt, are allowed to go unrepaired resulting in no 
water being available. 

Another difficulty for the department is that the vital statistics 
are kept by the Union Board clerks, and as a result are often delayed. 
Bengal is the last province to submit its report to the Public Health 
Commissioner. The most recent report is for the year 1938. 

The department’s proposal. Sir, for remedying the situation is a 
reorganisation of the rural Public Services under which the staff will 
be provincialised and increased and the size of the Public Health units 
reduced. The present Public Health unit is the thana covering an 
area of, on an average, approximately 100 square miles and the staff 
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consists of one Sanitary Inspector and a Health Assistant. This area 
is obviously too large for a single Sanitary Inspector and Health 
Assistant to carry out all the required Public Health work in the area 
effectively. 

The new Public Health unit will consist of two Unions which will 
be in charge of a Rural Medical Officer of Health and two Health 
Assistants. There will be a treatment centre in a central position 
between the two Unions, and also school medical relief centres within 
the Unions. 

It is obvious that such a radical proposal requires very careful 
consideration — many difficulties may arise, particularly in working out 
the relationship between the staff and the local bodies and the contri- 
bution that is to be made by the local bodies to the scheme. The 
selection of the situation for the treatment centre may also give rise 
to difficulties. We are, however, of opinion that some change towards 
central control and supervision over the Public Health staff is neces- 
sary, and we therefore support the proposal that this scheme should 
be tried out experimentally in a selected area. I understand that the 
Sanitary Inspectors will also be provincialised, and I hope that some 
provision will be made for a training course for these officers. 

The problem of the prevention of malaria overshadows all other 
public health problems. The department some time ago realised that 
it was no use simply doling out quinine and small grants without 
taking any permanent measures to improve the conditions that cause 
malaria. In 193G the department called upon districts to submit anti- 
malaria schemes, but the Dis-trict Boards were slow in doing this and 
in 1938 many of the District Boards had still not even submitted any 
sciiemes. An anti-malaria Engineer has been appointed, whose duty 
it will be to scrutinise the schemes and give assistance and supervision 
in carrying them out. The Engineer was appointed about a year ago, 
but mystery surrounds his staff, and I would like to know what 
subordinate staff he has been given. Most of the District Board 
schemes have, I understand, now come in, but it is obvious. Sir, that 
this man, even if he were gifted with the wisdom of Solomon, can do 
little without any staff. 

One of the factors contributing to the heavy malaria incidence is 
housing conditions. The Director of Public Health, in his report for 
1938, has drawn attention to the fact that the vast majority of the 
municipalities have not even adopted suitable bye-laws for buildings, 
let alone for planning their towns. He states that out of 118 muni- 
cipalities, excluding Calcutta, only 19 have framed bye-laws and 
promulgated them. In answer to enquiries no less than 31 
municipalities replied that they were not willing to frame building 
bye-laws. This leads to haphazard construction of houses with no 
regard to adequate ventilation, damp-proofing, outlet for smoke from 
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kitchens, and proper drainage. In the rural area where 47 millions 
of people live, housing conditions are, of course, much worse. This 
13 a most unsatisfactory position and I hope the department will 
continue to exert pressure on the municipalities, at least to adopt 
suitable building bye-laws. This is a point on which the honourable 
members can also help to exert pressure on the municipalities. 

Before concluding, Sir, I would like to touch upon a very old 
chestnut — the subject of the Tolly gunge protective embankment. 
Year after year a provision of Rs. 75,000 is voted for this embank- 
ment and year after year it remains unspent. In the meantime the 
inhabitants of this area, which extends to approximately 12 square 
miles and is virtually upon the doorstep of Calcutta, suffer the most 
intolerable conditions. If the Monsoon is heavy this year, this area 
will be flooded and remain under water for approximately five months 
of the year. This year we are again voting the provision of Rs. 75,000 
and I would like to have the Hon’ble Minister’s assurance that the 
money will be used and some progress made with the scheme. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs, 50,52,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. Sir, the purpose of my motion is 
lor raising a discussion about not making arrangement for supplying 
a trained midwife to every union in Bengal and the policy of spending 
more money for buildings of dispensaries and hospitals than spending 
for the medicines and qualified medical officers. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, ^ 

W I Report^i] 

'Jot ^ ’TOT Public Health Report;*] ^ 

03 ^ Assembly Libraryc^ ^ I Maternity 

Scheme, Child Welfare Scheme, Rural Health Welfare Scheme 
^ fW ^ <ilt scheme 

^tf% ^ ^ 15t^ W«T 

^ C^, CSWOT OT I OTOT 'fPf I 

CoT^nn ^ ^ ^ I ^ ^ ^ I 

^ gtR ^ ^ (Tffel Public 

Health Department Child welfare Maternity welfare ^ 
^tlbC^l I <il C5fT?n 

welfare centre ^ I ^ centre 



90 


DEMAND EOR GEANT. 


[28th March, 


^ ^k'l ^ *f5Rt?r ^Ff%?n (?*l^ ^ 

f%TOi I crtcif^ c^st^ ^^3 

centre sjfif | (7f C'olW ^5t?r ^8 Tf?r 

c^rfwt? I ^ 

C5tOr ^ I Public Health Union Board -i)^ (T^ I 

^ (cess) W:t^ fetn Union Board^fif? C*r^^ 

I 

Public Health Department^fl 3pf5 C^ I (TT^ft^ Civil Surgeon, 

District Health Officer, Sanitary Inspector, Assistant Sanitary Inspector 
tf^f^ officer I i4»fE '’^iTT I 

'^TtW ’iWri Bleaching Powder, Izol Phenyle 

b1^US C'5tC^ ^ ^ I Sanitary Departmental]^ 

CbtC^ir^ I CrtTB^ tr^f% VvSifJ c^'ok'^ 

C^ Cbk^ (^8^ ^ Census Report f% Tfk^) vsTUS 

(Tfl <il^* wrfe ^rs'm frr 'ilto CbkMC^ l ^ ^ motion 

(ilCnf^ (71 t(TW^ 5Sf^<(cH (7Fk? f*f^^ (7f3Tn ^i]^’ (TT^tllTT 

'^'3 train f^HTS '^tk^ ^ ^ (TTtT I 

^ ^j-f% ^ C^t?f| I Govemmentii]?f policy 

Crk^ ^141 4^ 4^ Building 

(7mu5 ^ ^ ^ f% ^ 1 

?f*r"‘5T4Tft i3«t f4btl%’* I 

idea c4k'3 ^ I (?fC*t 

TO ^^IkSkT Building <«lkP(7f, (THTUT ^5[f5f4^’Tt4 

^STof NSkr vbi3»l4, I "5!^®! Uk®^ &fb^ I ^ 

C?Pk?r Building ^4^ ^ ’RS^tlR Wl^ 4H C^tiTT ^§^4^ 

ii|4* vsjI'Q'kil^ (TT^TR 4111 '^c.^lt? (T^kT ^ ^ I 4^^ (7rk®T 

'®Tt31t4 motion C^ItR I 4# 

'TO®t^l7r®1? ^ C4RM*i ^4* ^[fU5 ^ifRkoRl ‘5t^®t^(7k®^ 4k^ ^RRl 

^ ^ WTFi c4Rrc4^ I 

Mr MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, at this particular stage without 
moving the cut motion that stands in my name I want to make a 
general speech on this subject. 

Sir, we find in the Eevised Estimate for 1940-41 a provision of 
about 43 lakhs under the head “Public Health” but the budgeted 
amount under the same head for the year 1941-42 is shown as about 
52 lakhs. This increase of about 9 lakhs may undoubtedly be spent 
on nation-building activities. But can it give us full satisfaction if 
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we see by the end of the eomiug year that this additional amount of 
Rs. 9 lakhs has remained unspent? Sutdi havS been the case last year. 
The Public Health Budj^et Estimate for the year 1940-41 was about 
Rs. 48^ lakhs while the Revised Estimate for the same year is about 
Rs. 43 lakhs, i.e., lakhs less. I am afraid, this happened perhaps 
for want of some schemes or for the negligence of the department. 
Because if the estimated amount is not spent wliile the country suffers 
from want of quinine, free vaccination, proper facilities for treatment 
of kala-azar, dysentery, cholera and small-pox, 1 believe, it would be 
nothing less tlian criminal negligence on the part of (lovernment not 
to spend the amount that is provided for in the Budget due to the 
absence of any comprehensive scheme for water-supply and medical 
treatment for the rural people. Of course. Government prepared a 
scheme for the reorganisation of Public Health services, but so far as 
I know, Government have not up till now been able to put it into opera- 
tion. So far as I know in some places the local bodies, viz., the 
district boards, local boards and union boards, are doing their best in 
their respective spheres in this direction but due to want of funds they 
cannot proceed further. 1 fully ajipreciate their activities in this 
direction and do not discourage them, but my point is this that some 
suitable method, particularly from an economic point of view, (ui 
co-operative basis should be formulated wliiidi can be practically given 
effect to in every place so far as public liealth activity is concerned, 
otherwise it is bound to fail. 

Next, Sir, our poor village people are almost everywhere seriously 
suffering from want of good drinking water. Of course it is true that 
the present popular Ministry being supported, encouraged and (‘onsulted 
by the Coalition Party has adopted and formulated a rural water- 
supply scheme and estimated for this purpose over Rs. 10 lakhs besides 
some minor schemes involving several lakhs of rupees for the year 
1941-42. My suggestion is that for every 300 villagers a tube-well or 
F. C. well or masonry well should be sunk in the rural areas. It is 
interesting with great hope to mark the earnestness of the Government 
to see the budget estimate for 1941-42 as follows: — 



Rs. 

Free distribution of quinine 

... 6,00,000 

Grants for anti-malaria 

... 2,60,000 

Kala-azar charges 

... 1,25,000 

Vaccination purposes 

... 1,01,000 

i^lural Public Health units 

... 11,50,000 

Maternity and child welfare, etc. 

... 85,000 


By this we find the earnestness and sincerity of the Government. 
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Sir, in conclusion, we press for more money to work out the well 
thought-out scheme of rural water-supply and for combating the 
epidemic diseases, namely,, cholera, small-pox, malaria, kala-azar, 
tuberculosis, leprosy, dysentery, etc., in a comprehensive scale through- 
out the province, and we ask for definite assurance from Government 
to the effect that Government would fight tooth and nail for these 
purposes. 

With this, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supporting 
the present cut motion I shall endeavour as briefly as possible to draw 
the attention of the House to one of the most vital and yet one of the 
most neglected problems of this province. Sir, I refer to the problem 
of infant and maternal mortality. 

The platitudes of the Hon’ble Ministers about their nation-building 
activities have utterly failed to impress us. You cannot forget the 
lot of the mother and child and yet talk seriously about nation-building. 
Mr. Speaker, the figures for infantile and maternal mortality at the 
time of child-birth in this province present a picture which is most 
appalling. 

It is not difficult, Sir, to appreciate that a nation which allows its 
mothers and infants to die in increasing numbers has no future to 
build. Such a nation digs its own grave. 

But where shall we lay the blame for this state of affairs? Before 
we answer that question let me draw the attention of the House to a 
few charts published in the annual reports of the Director of Public 
Health, Bengal. One chart shows that trend of infant mortality in 
the province. It reveals that between 1936 and 1938 infant mortality 
in Bengal went up by leaps and bounds. Another chart shows the 
incidence of infant mortality by districts. This chart shows that in 
1936 in at least 3 districts of Bengal, out of every five new-born babies 
one died; in four districts in 1937 and in seven districts in 1938. A 
third chart marks out the “black” districts showing increase in 
infantile mortality over a ten-year average. The number of such 
black districts in Bengal was six in 1936, eleven in 1937 and fourteen 
in 1938. Unfortunately, the Public Health Beports for 1939 and 1940 
are not available as yet. However, the record of the first two years 
of the present Ministry is enough to establish beyond doubt the utter 
indifference of the Ministry to adopting measures likely to bring down 
infantile mortality in the province. 

Disease and death know no communal discrimination. Hindus and 
Muslims are being equally visited with the sins of the present Ministry. 
I wish those of our Muslim friends who imagine that this Ministry 
has brought salvation to Muslims, were aware of the fact that more 
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than half the babies dyiiio- in this province in the first year of their 
life are born of Muslim })arent^. 1 wi>h them also Xo know that every 
fifth Muslim bab\ dital in 193S as ai*-ain^t ever\ sixth in IDdti. 
Saerifice of one or more lite out of evioy six born— this the reiaod 
of the present Ministi\. 

Sii, the fact that statistics on this subject ari“ mea^rt' and 
incom])lete shows in itscH tlic utter lack ol interest of the Ministry 
in the lot of the unl(»rtunate mother in this jirovince of Ihoi^al who 
in jrivino' birth to one life sacrifices hiu' own and having* oivon birth 
to a child loses it in course (»f the u‘ar. 

Oliicial ri'poits show that the dcath-iatt' ii(un maternal cause's has 
been on tlu' ineri'ase from \i‘ai to ,\eai. Mat('rnit> has turned out to 
be a curse and nion' so un(b'r tin* pri'scuit ( lovei nment . 

1 he blaeki'st s})ots in ri'oard to maternal and infantile niortalit\ 
aie the riii’al areas In otlo'i woials, Heii^-al is mt‘rcilessl\ saeritiein^i 
lici poorest mothers wh(» an* d\ino- m increasing numbers unaltendi'd 
and uncared for 

Sii, what has thi' pH'sent Miiiistrx done to stoj) this indiscriminate 
“sluuyiiter ol the innoeeiits ’ r' Althouf>h iniant mortality and maternal 
moitalit\ have bi'eii increasing' at an alarming rate, tin* Ministrs 
found no reason f(H' increasino- the ^rant foi the trairiinf*- of 'V/u/s*' 
during' the fii'st tliU'i' yt'ais of this so-called iiopular Govi'ninnuit. I’ln* 
^■rani on this account was a paltry sum of Rs. lb, 000 in 193f)-37 and 
it remained so in lO.'hS-dO. We do not know if better sense jui'vailed 
w'ith our Ministers in the fidlowing ,\ears. For the ])oor mothers of 
Beii^-al the services of mid wives were ])robably considered b> tin* 
Government to be a luxury. AVe, therefore, find in 1908. an alloca- 
tion for 01 trained midwives for urban areas and only 2^-1 for rutal 
areas, l^est J should be accused of bein^- unduly critical of the Gov(*rn- 
ment, let me (piote the Directoi of Public Health who wrote in his 
report for 1908 in the folbnvin^- terms: — 

“Excepting- the training of indigenous as stated above the 

local Government’s ])art of maternitv and child welfare work 
has so liU' been negligible.” 

The same Director sounded a warning in 1900: 

“It is a very serious matter indeed and reflects no credit on the 
community which allows this huge number of deaths amongst 
its mothers.” 

I find Ibat our “popular” Mini.sters mis.sed this warning ccunplete- 
J.V'. Is it because that the Ministers have neither the time nor the 
inclination to read the reports of their executives? If that be so, the 
House should put a stoj) to the unnecessary wastage of public money 
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We may be told, Sir, that since 1939-40 an additional sum of 
Es. 50,000 has been provide4 for the extension of maternal and child 
welfare work. Can anyone seriously suggest that this paltry sum will 
help to check the rising curve of infant and maternal mortality ? 
What we need is the provision of adequate medical aid at the time 
of delivery in every remote corner of the province and not a welfare 
centre here and a welfare centre there. 

The reason for such callousness of the Ministry to this tragic waste 
of human material is not far to seek. It is the natural consequence 
of the people at large but is really interested in keeping itself in power 
by extending its patronage to its few noisy sui)porters and creating 
new positions of power and profit for such supporters out of public 
funds. 

Sir, (a)m])ari8ons are a tragic experience for a subject nation but 
they certainly are instructive. Now, the general death rate of India 
is more than twice the death rate of England, infant mortality in India 
is nearly four times the infant mortality in Pingland and maternal 
mortality in India is nearly ten times the maternal mortality in 
England. This is the sad spectacle of unliai)])y India under B:itish 
rule entrenched firmly with the sujiport oi a section of our own peoi)le. 

Sir, this tragedy of waste of human lives is reiie(‘ted in a gradual 
decline in the rate of natural increa.se of tlie population of the i)rovince, 
which was reduced from 10 per nnlle in 1935 to only 4 per nitlle in 
1938. Yet, Sir, in spite of this alarming situation the Ministry has 
thought fit to make additional grants to the police and its whole 
apparatus of oppression of the people. Com])are, for instance, an 
increased grant of one lakh of rupees for the training and comfort of 
the police force with the paltry sum of Es. 15,000 allocated for the 
training of ''dais" to help the mothers and babies of the province. 

Sir, I am constrained to say that the present Ministry is utterly 
indifferent to the welfare of the mothers and babies of this province. 
By its own inglorious record this Ministry stands thoroughly 
condemned before the people of Bengal and before the people of India. 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I oppose the main demand 
on one ground only. Only a few minutes ago while giving a reply to 
the debate on the medical demand, the Hon’ble Minister gave us an 
outline of a very good rural scheme — the scheme of Director of Public 
Health for reorganisation of Eural Public Health Services — in which 
he said “We shall have one medical officer for two Union Boards and 
practically we shall have 3 dispensaries in two Union Boards. You 
want one dispensary for each Union Board. Now you will have 3 
disnensaries for two Union Boards”. What a crenerous offer? Let US 
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.see what this otter is like. They are jroinjr to supply (hits on Rs. o 
j)er month. Can you ima^nne that a dai will work tor you tor two 
I nions on Rs. o a months Then they are j^oing to supply one sweeper 
ier each Union centre. He will be paid Rs. 4 a month. The (lei)lor- 
ahle proposals tor the abolition ot kala-azar I'entres and the ])ost of 
vaccinators are not justified. The scheme is not sdund from the finan- 
fial and administrative point ot view inasmuch as the proposed burden 
on the Union Boards will be too much tor them. They an* ^oin^' to 
.^auction only Rs. 120 tor eacdi ])roj)osed disj)ensary and I'nion Board 
js asked to pa> on an avera< 4 e Rs. 422. The income ot the Union 
Boards undei section d<(B) (d tin* \ illa^a* Self-(i(»vernment Act does 
not e.xceed Rs. 1 (I, .")(),()()() whereas the.\ are to suj)pl\ Rs. 21,10,000 tor 
till'' mad and nonsensical scdjeuK*. Ihis scheme ha> been (‘ondemned 
h\ almost all the District Ihtards .save and except tlu* District Boards 
uhi(di are under the intliience ot thl.^ Minis1r\ and tlie\ want to 
abolish the existing- jiosts ot Sanitary Iiispectois to jirovide tor their 
own. I said the other da\ while diseussinj»- the ji^eiieral Biidf^et tbat 
this is not a rural scheme but an electioneering’ scheme. The Mymen- 
^ing•h Distrii’t Board was of opinion “that existing’ cheajier tyjie of 
disiiensary would be more useful to the public than the proposed (’I'litre 
while the Civil Surgeon thought that no medical man w’ould think of 
combining preventive and curative measures as outlined in tin* s(’heme. 
The Board do not accept the scheme in its present form.” I am not 
going to advo(’ate the abolition ot the posts of Sanitary Insjiectors 
though they all w'orked against us and worked for the ele(’tion ot the 
Chairman. I am not going to advocate tlieir (‘ause either but 1 want 
to (’I’itieise this scheme which 1 must say is a mad and nonsensii'.al 
scheme. I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister whether the 
existing dispentsaries will be alxdished or whether the existing grant 
given to rural dispensaries will be maintained and whether the duties 
pre.scribed for the Rural Medical Officer ot Health for two Union 
Boards are not too heavy. He shall have to attend tin* main 
treatment centres every day in the morning and sub-i’cntres 
in the afternoon. Take this extreme (’ase of one corner of one 
1 nion Board and the other far corner of another Union Board. The 
distance between t?fie two corners will be 8 or 1(1 miles. He will have 
to attend one corner in the morning and he will have to w’alk 8 or 10 
miles for the purpose of attending another centre in the afternoon. 
Is that possible for any human being? Then, Sir, health education 
in schools, school medical inspection and medical relief in schools, 
(l<ii training, discovery of social diseases are some of the features of 
the 31 items of prescribed duties of the Rural Medical Offic^er of 
Health, fte will have to discover as well as cure diseases. I want 
to know from the Hon’ble Minister who is to-day in charge of this 
department which is a very important department about the absence 
uf any provision for qualified compounders to assist the rural medical 
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officer of healtli in running tlie (li*^pen varies and clinics. The chaprasis- 
who arc serviiio- under Sanitary Inspectors will probably be called 
health assistants and persons who are known a> tJukiiddrs and assistant 
vaccinators will i)robabl\ be aNked to occupy the ])ost of compoundei s. 

Another defect is the exclusion of the areas where Fnion Boards 
have not set been established from the calculation of tlie otimated 
<‘ost. I think the honourabh* nnunbers are aware, T don't know if they 
are awaie, that theie are some areas where thio’e aie no T'nion BoaiiK 
es])ecialls in the districts of Malda, Dinajpur and (dher ])laces wheie 
abori^-inals ar(‘ in largi^ numbers. Tliere aia' no Fnion Boaids in tho-t- 
areas and thi'S art‘ totalis exfduded fi’oni this s(dienie. Mans I iimn 
Boards, 7 or (S, under a Distiict Boaid Fhainnan have condemned it 
The (huiini issioiieis iriet at Ja]j)ai;^uii and they also condemned it 1 
have no time* to criticise tlu' sedoune Mi’. Speaker, if you had been 
kind t'TKMieh to allow me fisa* miniu's time, I ssoiild have sliosvn that 
it is a nonsensical and mad sidieim*. 1 ssant to have d(‘finite an''\\erN 
Irom tin* Hon'ble Minister svhethei’ tlu' (‘xi^tin^' dis])misa]i(‘> are ^oin^ 
to be alxdished or aia* ^•oin<>' to la* letained; ss'hethei' the }>(*o])]e an* 
»^'oinj,i‘ t<' ^‘ct ans bettei- bem'fit or tlu'S an* ”oin^’ to be allosved to >ee 
onls some mixture-botth‘s in tlnee ceiitit'N under one mi'dical ottn ei 
and whether the existing Sanitaiv linpectoi^ aie <^'oiny to be ])i'ovided 
for or are ^’oiiig' to be dis]M‘nsed ssith. 

Khan Sahib Mautvi JaSIMUDDIN AHMAD : 

Cl European Rural Public Health re- 
organisation scheme ^ 

Director of Public Health, Dr. Chatterjee^ 
I ^ ^34 ^4] 44 I Distri.-t Boardil4 

Ghairmeni]^ Couferenoei] 441 I 44^4 ot?:4 

scheme Q C4? scheme District Boardi]4 4'f7r5^ 

^ I 4-^ Dr. Bcntly scheme 4FC44 44^ 

It4n 4ts4l C4I*1 Public Hoalthi]4 Sv|i%4 District Board ^f44 

C^tr?rf|4 I 4^ 4t4 C4 District Board ^(4 

scheme ^•J^>llC4 44^ 4^C4 f4, \3t41 44r^ neglect 4^C44^, 

European 4^ C4t4TI^ C4 Government 4f4 f*lC.Sr<l rfr3 44^ 
UT4t4 v5t5'’r4 4^ ^T4 ^14 '^34' 41 ^t4 Ct>C4 5 

^4*1*^ ^^41 4tC4 I District Board "41414 European 

4^ 41 C4lCiiC5?4 "5nf4 ^ f4C4tf^ I f%f4 44^ District 

Boardl3f44 4tfrT^4t^ 41 C^i:4 0^444111 ^44q ^ 4C4 %4CW4 I 

Anti-Malaria scheme c<lolC4 ^ C^Ft4 fe4 

41 I 4>'vS4'Qf4 4'll’4l4 '54" 44^!’^^F4 ^tfwl4 444l4 ^47 
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^ Crtol District Board ^‘PTta 

Quinine ^C*T I District Board 

^Ttfer ^7:?R ^ :rR ^ l Quinine (71 Tim 

itn ^f]%7F ^Tirnr ^(TT District 

Boarder ^ 1 Anti-Malaria stdiome^i]^ 

•g^ Local bodies(T^ C^fTTF scheme (TOTfec^. ^t^t< Europt'an 

^ scheme (T^^rfh | N8-‘^'4‘*f7l 

^srtr^'il^v ^ "S^ European (liairnuMi. ^ 

r^TT i]^ scheme (7^ 31 ’ttft ^11 ^ 3 

(T'N I policy Z7 decentralisation 3tn7T fV 

^ I 

^ C^9?T Anti- 

Malaria scheme undertake TT/] | Tifr I^ffrl District Board il? 
rt3 T’fTT ^r7\ ^ 

^ I District Boai'di]^ ^fTTi ^<T‘'^n f^CTT C'^f?7^ 

tth ctc® ( 7 t^ wFi ^t^sj 

^3h (JlT.^ I District Board ij^T 

(TTf^t^^ C >l ’ ^ t' ^3 "S^T "d"t5 -f T'Tl (Tt??rfe''^, 

Ttn rr^f^ (jlorci> I (Ttw 

';r3‘f''77rc^i^ rfr5 '^1^ iii: cirrc^, w:^ iii^ c'f'dFr jit ^ 

Distrit’t Board i]^ TtTf^ T3 ^ 1*1^1 

Crtr^Tfe^. iTt^ T3 0^f"t C^tC^ l il^ 

^<1 Sfh3 I ^IcT (71 schomoi]^ ?rvn C^fC^n^ 3f^l 'ild^3 
officially sanction Ft I Director of Public Health i]=T schemo, 

Gctvenimenti]^ scheme | <rtT:^ il'^FT i]^ Sdd (TT^f’t ^3TT SffeTS 
^ ^ I 


The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I 
shall try to deal with the motions seriatim. Fir^t of all, Maiilvi 
Abdul AVahed Bokaina^ari has complained that so far as the water- 
siipply })olicy of Government is concerned, it has two defects. One 
defect is that sufficient money is not provided, and the second defect is 
that whatever money is provided is not fully spent, and in dealing 
with the second point I am sorry to say that the Alaulvi Saheh has 
thought it fit to launch what amounts to a wholesale condemnation 
of the Bengali character. He has said that all X nion Board presidents 
are abusing their powers, that they are sinking tube-wells with T nion 
Board funds in their houses; that the members of the District Boards 



98 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[28th Makch, 


do the same thing; in fact, he has said that all non-official person.s 
entrusted with the sacred duty of selecting proper sites for sinking 
tube-wells, do that not to benefit the public, but to benefit themselves. 
I never heard such a wholesale condemnation of the character of our 
people on the floor of this House. 1 do not agree with him at all. 
There may be abuses here and there, but to say that in all cases people 
are abusing their powers and doing things which are improper — that 
is a charge which I refute with all the emphasis at my command. 
Moreover, my friend ought to have known that so far as the selection 
of sites under the present scheme is concerned, that is done ultimately 
by the local water-supply committees on which all important non- 
officials of the localities concerned are re])re>ented. Therefore, all hi> 
charges are altogether unfounded. 

Then, Sir, it has* been said not only b\ this honourable member 
but also by others that poor peoi>le cannot get any benefit on account 
of the fact that local contribution is insisted upon, and that naturally 
the ])oorer section of the j)ublic cannot j)ay the local contributions, and. 
as such, do not get any tube-wells at all. J would like to say here that 
the present ])olicy of (iovernment in this r(‘s])e(‘t is that local contri- 
butions are not insisted upon, and that therefore whatever grievances 
people might have had on this score previously have been effec'tively 
removed. 

Then, Sir, Mi.ss Bell-Hart spoke aboui the training of She 

said that at present only a dozen lectures are given to the dais. I 
admit that the training given is not of a very high order, and that it 
will be better if they can be given better and j)rolonged training. I 
can assure her that the Hoirble Miui>ter in charge of this department 
will certainly take into consideration the suggestions that have been 
made, and I have nothing further to sa.y on that point. 

Sir, Mr. Hamilton has said that in this province so far as Public 
Health services are concerned, decentralisation has taken place to an 
undesirable extent, but that is not, 1 think, the view of the majority 
in this H ouse. Khan Sahib dasimuddin Ahmad has spoken on the 
subject, and so far as the Chairman members of this House are con- 
cerned, they will (‘ertainly not agree with Mr. Hamilton. And what- 
ever this (iovernment proposes to do, it must do with the (‘onsent of 
the majority of the members su])porting the (iovernment. Whatever 
may have been the policy hitherto, (iovernment has not yet decided 
to change that policy, and the apprehension of Khan Sahib Jasimuddin 
Ahmad or rather the charge of the Khan Sahib against Government 
that District Boards are being suspected by (iovernment of inefficiency 
without having siifficient cause, is not yvell founded. Government 
never said that the District Boards failed in their duties in all respects. 
So far as the formulation of anti-malarial s(‘heme'^ is concerned. 
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Govemnient admit, Sir, that the District Boards without expert advice 
were not in a position to frame proper schemes, and it is for this 
reason that a Malaria Eng’ineer has been appointed. Had Government 
been of opinion that the District Boards neglected their duties and 
that they were incompetent to do all these things, then in that case 
Government would not have appointed the expert. Government think 
that they were in a })osition of disadvantage, and therefore they have 
appointed this Engineer. However, Sir, coming back to Mr. Hamil- 
ton’s point, I would like to draw the attention of the honourable 
members of this House many of whom are also members or ('hairmen 
of District Boards to the fact tiiat in several other provinces, as has 
been pointed out by Mr. Hamilton himself, the Public Health services 
have already been provincialised. Mr. Hamilton has referred to 
several provinces and therefore the policy of provincialising the ])ublic 
health services should not be condemned without very careful examina- 
tion. If it is found to be necessary to provincialise the Public* Health 
services, it will not be on account of the fact that District Boards have 
not done their business properly or efficiently, but on account of other 
reasons. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What are those reiisonsp 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have no time to 
deal with these off-hand questions. 

Then, Sir, so far a^ Mr. Hamilton is concerned, he referred to the 
Tollygunge protected embankment scheme. That is an unfortunate 
scheme and I do not know whether the money that has been provided 
in the current year’s budget will be actually spent. The previous 
estimate was Rs. I,o0,000, but subsequently it was found that this 
was an under-estimate and at least a sum of Rs. 3,92,000 will be 
necessary, especially on account of the fact that the cost of laud 
acquisition will . considerably go up. Recently, the Sanitary Board 
has recommended that three-fourths of the expenditure should be borne 
by Government and the rest by the local authority concerned. 
M hether the local authority will come forward to take upon itself this 
responsibility we do not as yet know, but 1 can say this that Govern- 
ment is very anxious that this scheme should be given effect to as 
early as possible and nothing will be done by Government to retard 
the progress of the scheme. On the other hand, I can assure the 
House that Government will do all that is possible to further the 
scheme and to bring it to its final fruition as early as possible. 

AYith these words. Sir. I oppose the cut motions. 



100 


DEMAXD FOE GEAXT. 


[28th March, 


The motion of Mr. Charn Chandra Eoy that the demand of 
Efl. 50,52,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” 
be reduced by Es. JOO was then put and lo^t. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul AVahed that the demand of 
Es. 50,52,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” 
be reduced by Es. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Ivhan that a sum of 
Es. 50,52,000 be g'ranted for expenditure under the head “39 — Ihiblic 
Health” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

Jt bein^ 8 p.m. — 

The House was udjouined till 10 a.m. on Saiurdav, the 29th 
Mar(di, 1941, at the Assenibl\ House, ('alcuita. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 


The Assemmly met in the A>^senibly Hou-^e, (\il(‘utta. on Sntunliiy, 
Ihe l29th Mareh, 1941, at lU a. in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hnn'hle Sir Mrii\MM\T) Azr/i i. ITmh e, r.i e.» 
Klian Bahadur) in tlie Cliaii*, S Hon’lde Minister.s and l(i4 ineinbers. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Introduction of a single system of weight and measure throughout the 

Province. 

*191. Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: (./) the llondde Minister in 
(■liaise til the A^rieultuie and Indu>tiies Dejairlinent aware that 
niiiueiuus .s\ sterns ot wei^ht^ and ineaMires are in \o;.’ue in tin* Pro- 
vince y 

If ^o, what >teps do the (lovernnieiit conteinplate taking lor the 
introduction ot one ^iimlc weij^ht oi 89 tolas per j^eer thrcju^hout the 
Province ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {d) Yes. 

(h) According- to item 51 ot the Federal JiCgiblative Just in the 
Government of India Act, 1995, the Fcntral Government is responsible 
for prescribing standards of weights whereas according to item 99 of 
the Provincial T^egislative List, the Provincial Government is respons- 
ible for the enforcement of tlie standards of \veights prescri])ed by the 
Ceiitial Government and tor prescribing and enforcing the standards 
of measures. The Central Government have passed the Standards of 
Weights Act, 1939, jirescribing standard weights but have not yet 
supplied* one authenticated set of standard weights to the Provincial 
Government under .section 4 of the said Act without which it is not 
possible for the Provincial Government to enforce the standards. 
Pending the receipt of the authenticated set of standard w’eights from 
the Central Government, it is under contemplation to appoint a small 
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committee consisting of businessmen and a lawyer of reputation to 
advise Government on the manner in which the standards of weights 
prescribed by the Central Government should be enforced. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the demand for standard weights in this 
province is widespread ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Yes. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this Government has made any requisition to the 
Government of India to have the authenticated set of weights? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawrady being absent. Question No. 192 
was left over. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 understand that it is not 
possible for you to deal witii the adjournment motion either to-day or 
on Monday. May we know when you propose to deal with it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am looking into the question. Jn case it is 
admitted, it will be taken up on Tuesday. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; In the meantime, I take it 
that the question of urgency will stand waived. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Yes. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: I take it that we shall get informa- 
tion from your Secretary as to the date on which we should ask for 
leave. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall send you information on Monday. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As the HoiCble Mr. Fazlul Huq has not coine, Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy will move his motion. 
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9— Stamps. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (hi the rerom- 
niendation ol His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Bs. 4,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stanijis.” 

37— Education— Anglo-Indian and European. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (hi the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 11,45,800 
be granted for expenditure under the head “87 — Education — Anglo- 
Indian and European.” 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: Sir, I he^ to move that the demand of 
Bs. 11,45.800 for expenditure under tlie head “87 — KdiU'ation — Anglo- 
Indian and Euro])ean" be reduced h\ H.s 100 In moving,; tins motion. 

1 want to make it })erfectl.\ (dear that all 1 want to do is to diinN the 
.attention ol Government and of those interested in Anglo-Indian 
education to what in ni\ humble o])inion is a (‘ryinji need. 1 do not 
know if Government have an\ information on the index of unemjilov- 
ment, the cause of siudi unemjdoMiient or the ]>ossihilil ies of adopting 
ameliorating measures. We who are in close touch with this^ 
communit\ know what things are; we an* aware of tin* h(*roic sai’rifices 
of jiarents to educate their children; it would mu he an exaggeration 
to sa\ that often a (juarter and .sometimes a half of the famil\ income 
is spent on education. We see the fruit lessness of it, the barren soil 
into wdiich this seed is thrown. We pa\ for wheat and we reaj) thistle. 
Our MUing men find it difficult to obtain emploxment. There is general 
feeling of restlessness and discontent, Surel\ the time has come when 
Government should jiaiise and give serious (‘onsideration to the jiresent 
state (d' affairs, flood material is goin^ waste. A communit,\ that has 
served India well in the jiast w ill in a few decades, iinle.s.s adeijuate steps 
are taken, become in the words of Government of India Resolution of 
18th October, 1881, “a glaring rejiroach to the ( jovernment .” To (|Uote 
again from the same resolution, “in the case of the Eurojiean (and 
those of European descent brought up in the Eurojiean mode of life) 
his capacity for self-maintenance dejiends entirely ujmn the education 
he receives. He cannot su])port himself in this count r\ as a day 
labourer or by adopting the avocation of the native jieasant." An 
uneducated member of this communit> almost necessarily becomes an 
idle and profitless if not a dangerous menibei of society . I nemjiloy nient 
in the Indian community was examined by the Inter- 1 Tii versify Board 
in 1985 and by their letter of August 8, 198b, the (ioveinment of India 
requested the India Office's help in .solving the juohlem. On the invita- 
tion of the Government of India through the Secretary of State, the 
Board of Education in England apjiointed its Chief Inspector of Techni- 
cal Schools and its I)irect(»r of Intelligence to visit India and we got the 
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Abott-Wood Report. The Educational Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India, Sir George Ander.son, in his annual report drew atten- 
tion to the alarming increase of graduates and the absence of openings 
lor them. Our people in the fond belief that a Cniversity degree 
would help them to earn a living have been entering the University 
in increasing and large numbers only to share the same fate. A 
thorougli investigation into the policy and system of European educa- 
tion is surely indicated. To do this an emiuiry into the' present state 
of the community is essential. In 1890, half a century ago, such an 
enquiry was made In fhe Government of Bengal through a committee 
appointed by GovernmenC Since then a jiolicy of drift has been 
followed. It is not enough to give a grant for the education of the 
community. In my opinion it is the duty of Government to see that 
the grant is utilised to the best advantage. It is a Herculean task to 
eradicate age-old ideas particularly in the field of education. There is 
a strong feeling in India, and I would venture to say in tlie world, that 
ihe traditional public school type must give way to something new and 
more practical, something that will enable the entrant into life capable 
of taking his ])lace in the industrial and commercial organisation of the 
modern world. The type of education that gave the British Enqiire 
its greatest pro-consuls and statesmen is good for the class fiom 
which they s])rung. It is not good for the ordinary man. But I will 
be told, “It gives you the ojiportunity of living a fuller life." Yes, 
but how can a man enjoy this higher and fuller life on an emjity 
stomach. My community is proud of its useful })ast and glorious tradi- 
tions, but the inheritance is fast ap])roaching bankruptcy. I have 
drawn the attention of the House to these facts in the hope that the 
Government and all fair-minded ])eople from all sections of this House 
and the general public outside this House will see that this process of 
deterioration, decay and waste is arrested before it is too late. It has 
been said that the most pathetic sight in the world is the man who 
wants to work and cannot get it. Tliere are too many such to-day. 
Sometliing must be done and can be done. 

(After Mr. L. T, Maguire concluded his speech, Mr. Syed Jalal- 
uddin Hashemy rose to move IiIn cut motion.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVliat is your point, Mr. Hashemy, in bringing 
forward this cut motion? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: As I have stated, Sir, in 
my cut motion, I want to rai.*ie a discussion on the distinction between 
the Anglo-Indian and European Education and General Education. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise, because it is a distinction laid 
down under the Constitution itself. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, m.\ point is 

U) a.sk the Hon l)le tlie ( liiet Miiii.siei \\li\ lie has exeeedet] the statiilor\ 
inininiiini. I will onl\ ask him \\h\ he has (‘xeeeded the Manilorv 
jiuniminn hy Hs UtdMIO tor An^lo-India!i and Kiir»)]»ean hhlucai ion 

Mr. SPEAKER; H ave \ oil seen the relevant seetiini ol the (ioNt'iii- 
meiil oi 1 ndia Act 'l 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes. Sn. it Is x'ciioii iSd 

whieh deals with the statutoix minimum. And li \ou relei to the 
Kxj>lanatoi\ Hemoiandiim in tin* l^ed Jiook, \ou will tiiid tliai ilie 
staiutor\ minimum is fixed at IN 11 oO.dOd. and 1 lia\e notlunf; to s;i_\ 
.igainst that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then your point is onl\ to leter to the amount 
[Tovideil in excess of the statutoi\ minimum 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Vis. Sii 1 Ik*;.! to nio\i* 
that tlie deninnd ot IN. ll,-f'»,Sdd loi (“Xjieiidit iiit* undei the head 
Jhlucal ion — Anplo-1 ndian and l^lniopean*’ Ik* reduei‘d h\ IN IHd M\ 
(jiiestion to the Hon'hh* tin* ('hie! Mtnisti*! is--\\li\ this la\ouiili^ni 
lot the An;^ lo-I ndian and l\UJ'<»j»ean eoniniunit_\ in this jiioximK*. who 
are ipiite well oft to conduet theii own education r' \^'(* de|)loi(* this 
invidious distinction So tar as the statutorv (dilio-jd ion is con(K*incd, 
we aie helpless; hut we have C(*rtainl\ a ii;»ht to ask w h_\ this increase 
oi |{s. Ki.ddd plus IN. ).ddd undet “CimI Woiks'* ioi' l)uihlin;.>s ioj 
Kuro])ean and An<>lo-lndian Kducation. 1 would su^>';^est tlnit that 
sum amounting to aliout Ks. ‘21, Odd should he sjient for the education 
fit the scheduled castes. We aie here to look ail(‘r the intei'esls of 
I ndians— Ilirtdiis and Ylusliins—and I would ask the Ilon’hle the ( hief 
Ministei to ])rovide the statutory minimum for An^lo-Indian and 
lAiiopean Kducation and not a pie more tlian that staiutoiw minimuni. 


Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, in criticism;.! our educa- 
tion grant for lh41-4‘2, I find it best to ])lace before the House tin* two 
separate allotments made duiing- the \eais of ITovincial Autonomy — 


in;r- 3 s 

1938 - 39 

1939 - 40 

1940 - 41 

1941 - 42 


.Xnulo-lndian 
and European 

Hs 

12.87.000 

1 1 . 02.000 

11.47.000 

1 1.41.000 

1 1.40.000 


IimIihii 

K, 

1,18.82,000 

1,20.08.000 

1.50.59.000 

1.50.52.000 
l,77,48,00n 


The result is clear. We get G, 12,(10(1 le.ss while the Indian schools get 
1,41.99,000 more since 1937-^18. Ls this because the Ministry consist- 
ing of the major communities apjiropriated ail the extra funds \ea^’ 
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after year? Is there no justice for the minorities? Must we wait till 
the majorities fall out over the spoils before we get our just dues ? Let 
me tell you that it is due to this failing which has caused all the trouble 
in Europe, overlooking the right of the minorities. There is no need 
of preaching democracy by false reasoning and a cock-eyed policy. 
No wonder it is said that the Devil was the first Democrat. 
(Laughter.) Hence, we find selfishness, greed and injustice to be the 
aim of ihe majority backed by a mass of w^eaklings who refuse to 
reason. 

Sir, true democracy means the rights of every section of the people 
large or small, rich or poor, on the different rungs of tlie ladder of 
civilization brought aboAit by the slow process of evolution. It should 
b'^ remembered that we Iiave liad 184 years of British rule in Bengal, 
for Plassey was fought in IToT. It does not matter to wdiat section or 
community one belongs — European, Anglo-Indian or Indian Christian, 
Muslim or Hindu, Brahmin or Scheduled Caste, Urdu or Hindi-sj)eaking 
Muslim. 

The question to be considered is whether any communit\ has a 
claim. The question, therefore, before the House is — ha\e the Anglo- 
Indian and European schools a claim to their education grant and that 
in keeping with taxes paid by Europeans and Anglo-Indians, without 
stressing other points for the present? 

I take it that the Europeans alone who are referred to as the 
merchant princes of Calcutta pay one-tenth of the taxes, it not, they 
have been grossly maligned as exploiters, etc., when 90 per cent, of the 
revenue of the province is left aside to be earned by the people of 
Bengal, for. after all, taxes are paid on revenue earned either by trade 
and commerce, house property and zemindari rights or b,\* professions 
and callings. The question naturally follows on what basis do Indian 
schools claim over 90 per cent, and by what law do they make their 
adjustments for Muslim and Hindu education. If their claim is 
arbitrary and cannot be justified, what hope have we of getting a fair 
deal from them? There is a Bengali proverb which says that if the 
Head of the State overlooks one the other courtiers will do the same. 
But it should be remembered that there is a greater force at work. 
Nature abhors a vacuum. You cannot displace the Anglo-Indians and 
Domiciled Europeans without having other claimants. Anglo-Indians 
and Domiciled Europeans in taking Indian domicile do not lose their 
1 irthright as sons of the Paramount Power. The Muslims and Aryan 
Hindus did not lose theirs and subordinate themselves in becoming 
countrymen of Bengal. It is gratifying to find that the British 
military authorities recognise our birthright and have freely admitted 
n.s into the British Army during this war as they did during the Great 
War of 1914-18 and before. Therefore all Indians who live by inherit- 
ed rights, from the rich zemindar to the poor raiyat, need not worry. 
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Now let us examine the cuts — one says, invidious distinction; 
another, pampered treatment; a third, as unnecessary; and a fourth, 
special favours. I wonder if these men paused to think how they came 
to put these questions and whether they intend Eight or Might should 
prevail — such is the privilege one enjoys under the invisible majesty 
of the British law, that all, clothed in lion's skin may roar like lions. 
Do these men wish to resort to Brute Force, that is, sheer might, under 
the guise of democracy and destroy us, as the Hindus did in the 
Corporation and the Muslims have done in this House, refusing us 
a seat in the Cabinet and other important committees, (hirs is a great 
lieritage. I tell you, in trying to destroy us you destroy yourself for 
you sow the seed of hate and discord and you remove the resistless 
splendour of the moral law which protects one and all ami gives Indians 
freedom and liberty which neither Hindu nor Muslim dares. 

Eemember the masses are swa\ed b> a select few, beware therefore 
of the profane teachings of tyrants. Repercussions will be great and 
\our children will curse you for your short-sighted policy. 

In 1939 1 pointed out the gross injustice done to our schools. I 
mentioned that the India Act of 1930 framed by the best brains of 
England and India had fixed Rs. 11,30.121 as our minimum, that we 
admitted 2‘) per cent, of Indians into our schools and therefore did not 
get the benefits of the full grants, that w^e paid our taxes, in fact we 
were hardest hit, that it was not fair to keep us marking time while 
others advanced at the double. Education should be given with a view 
to the life, needs and traditions of the people. In 1940 when our grant 
\\as attacked, we were pleased to find the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Hu([ in a 
^])irited manner championing our cause for which we are grateful, and 
uhat struck uie most was that he stressed the points 1 had raised the 
year before and he admitted that we should get a })roj)ort ionate rise. 
But to-day, in 1941, imagine our suri)rise when by further taxation the 
budget expenditure rises up by 31 (i lakhs since 1937-38 and as mmdi as 
Rs. 58,66,000 extra is earmarked for Education, our schools are again 
overlooked. This seems extraordinary and calls for an immediate 
explanation and necessary adjustment. Should the principle underly- 
ing the grants be the ])rinciple of malice and retaliation for the past or 
should it be one of justice in the present and for the future P The 
British Empire is at war. Expenses have gone up all round. European 
children cannot be sent to England for their education. More funds 
will be necessary for our schools. Our C’hristian education must not 
be hampered, the culture w'hich leads and controls the world, the 
culture in Bengal which embraces European, Anglo-Indian and Indian 
subjects. 

Let your grants be given according to the life, needs and traditions 
of the people, with justice and not with malice, so that it may be a 
blessing and not a curse to the people of Bengal. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not tbink it is 

possible nor is it necessary R)r me to ^o into details reg-arding the various 
points that have been raised in the speeches that have been delivered this 
mornin^»-. Two eminent members belonf>ing to the Anolo-Indian 
coniniunity have s])nken on this subject and the trend of their s])eeches 
was that An<i’h)-I ndian Education should not be lie^lected. 1 can assure 
them that there i^ no cause for alarm. I’he Aii^‘lo-1 iidian Jind ]Mir't])ean 
Education (Vjmmittee has s(‘veral repi’esentatives of the An^do-Tiidiaii 
community on it who aie watchful of the interests of the communitx 
and who advise (iov(‘rnment in matters in whi(di the intervention of 
Government is consideitnl necessary. Sir, 1 can assure them that 
(joveinment will never be slow in rec-oynisin^ theii- claims. Huj it is 
very lielpful to have criti(‘isms of this kind from time to time, because 
it indicates the kind of edmaition whi(di will be accej)table to the Anglo- 
Indian communit,\. I can assure them that we shall gd through the 
])oints that have been raised and the remarks that have been made tuid 
once more I can assure them that, so far as (tovernmeiit is comerned, 
it will do its best to see that the wishes of th(‘ Anglo-Indian community 
are ies])ecte(l in this inatter. 

As regards the s]>eech delivered b\ Mr. -lalaluddin Hashemy, I can 
point out to him that the minimum is never meant to be the 
maximum, and as a matter of fact the budget has been made out on 
the assumption that a certain sum w’hich is described as grant tor 
Education — Anglo-Indian and Eur(»j)ean — w’ill have to be s])ent in a 
I)artioular wjt,\. This \ear we have to sj)end a little more on account 
■of certain unforeseen ex])enses and demands, and it is for that reason 
that this extra expenditure has been incurred. I entirely agree that 
if mone\ could be set free without breaking the statutory laws and 
ilrawu'ng the money that will come to the common till, it should be 
available for this j)urpose. Rut till then we will have to provide tor 
money year to \ear as the law' re([uires and if over and above that a 
little more expenditure is necessaiA , I do not see how' we can refuse 
that expenditure to the community. Rut we will see that these little 
<lemands are scrutini.sed and that unnecessary expenditure is md. 
incurred. On these grounds. Sir, 1 o})])ose the motions. 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: Sir, 1 beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave has been asked for by Mr. L. T. Maguire 
to withdraw' his motion. Is there any objection? 

(Cries of *‘No objection.") 

The motion of Mr. L. T. Maguire that the demand of Rs. ll,4-3,8fHl 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian and 
European” be reduced by R>. 100 was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I also follow suit. 
(Laughter.) I also beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: L eave has been asked for by Mr. Syed Jalaluddiii 
Hashemy to withdraw his motion. Is there any objection:^ 

(Cries of “No objection.”) 

The motion of Mr. Syed Talaluddin Hashemy that the demand of 
Rs. ll,4o,80() for expenditure under the head “87 — Fiducution — Anglo- 
Indian and European" be reduced b\ R.s. 100 wa.s then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that a sum of 
Rs. ll,4o,800 be granted for expenditure under the head “87 — Educa- 
tion — Anglo-Indian and European" was then put and agreed to. 


47->-Mi8cellaneou8 Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sii •, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum <d‘ 
Rs. 4,92,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead “47 — Miscella- 
neous Dei»artments." 

Sir. in order to give the honourable members an o])])ortunity to 
expand themselves 1 will not i)reface any remark. 

Mr. A. M, A. ZAMAN : Speaker 

Miscellaneous Budget^ (71 demand ^ oppose 

I ^ ^ department C<1'^ 

^ ^ I 

(Trf&^ 

bogus union 

union'Qf%r^ 4‘sl^N C^^l I 

(Tirr^snOT ^ c'rPfni 

^ ^ m (?m ^ !rfw-3f#r 

<7T^ ^ '*llPlC'4)C^H I India Government Trade 

Union Representatives 

TC? Suhrawardy union'^fiir^ recognise 

^ •Tt? 1 

C? unionljfiBl SUPtT 

^ C^tr?l WS '©'Qtfi? purpose^il 

eTt^ ^ (71? ^IU57 C^tCHC^ I jrfWTR 

8 
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^ anus ^ ^ 

I ^ om ^ ^ 13^1 fer 

(ij^^ pf^T ^'ttf^nr ^1? c^kii tni!^ wt? i 

departmentii]^ ^ ^ I •iJ^' department<il 

C^ft^ appoint (7?tU^T^ <4^* ^5tUf? ^tt^ f^C-i fTOTO^ I (7T^ ^ C^t^ 

^rt?n ^ ??* •tM^’ c^tnrc^ i 

c^?pr^ ‘^i^* •nt^ <rS^ ^finitc^ 

<5 ^ ^^Td? Rkn 'ctf^nn fr?n fk^ 

cT-^tc?? ^t%i w^u^rm ^ c^rnn:w i ii^: 

^ 4Q^i C‘tC"H -TH I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Zaman, you canuot discuss 
matters which do not arise in the budget. You cannot go beyond the 
budget. This is the only opportunity in the year during budget dis- 
cussion when you can discuss labour grievances. Please confine your- 
self to the question of labour; that will serve labour interests. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Labour I 

(71 (7i C^I^13 GiC< 5^ appoint '4'^i fV 

(^HTf Labourtij^ ^Tt*l (TFt? I ^ ^ 

(71 5f% f% Labour Jftrft I f^'S 

I ^ (7TPF^f% Mill areac^ Rgi 

03^ c^r^r c^Ji fin?*ri 

ymPTm ^<fT c^tn ftwti ^ ^ I 

C^STTO ^'<3, '^N C^fC^ yTf%^ 

I ^ Corporation election«<]^ TOT (7f^ (7T 

tjl’ft f%2 support C-^k<C^, trt’^k^'Q 

support C^lci^K.^ I 5f% OlCD^'l ^ ^5t 

^ 5^ !i|i%^(.‘t'5j •tH c^Pt^, ’TU? 5f% cfIi 

^ '5t€t^ Ft^fkT (TPtr^ ^ 

#. »> 

(Tit c^ ^ ^ f%uwiT 5^175 i 5f% ^ 

irffWOT W3T FkT ^k^k’^ 5f% (71 ^ Policy f%(7k^ (TT^l I ^ 

’Ts’lTtt^^ ^ sSk^kg T ^ ^ ^ ^ (TlttlTF 

Cjrf^k? TO ’5SFTO1 ^ ^k^lTOT^l ^ ^ — ‘ilTO fV 5^tfirQ?kTt^ ^ 
(ntk^ c^tTO <lk^ ^ I ^Fkwt c^^krro Ftt 

^PRT ^sikT^ Policy change I 5f% (TT ^ffTO 'Hnft (TTk^ (Tl^ftlTl 

(TPftlTT ^ ^ ^ 5f% (71 'o1\|?lffi?n union'^fiT CTk^ (THTk^, 

Sttn GPR !5|1%1?TO ^©k*Tii ^tro ^ItTO 



1941] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. Ill 

JCM Permanent Service ^ (TT^ C5et&l 

I fcl ^ ?rf% ^<7^^ Labour 

welfareil^ ^ I (Tit i?W& 

I (TFt^ Labour area03 ^1 ?to4i f5f%’^^l«1<i C^ftTSf 
HffWC?? <i]^ ^ ;^nR I W^ ^^ftOT ^ 

^ (?rt fror Sf% 'ot'^tfen c«ff^ 

‘i]?' ^t?Pf ^ ^*r I ^ csTtT 

fto ^S c^Ftos ^itr^ (Tt^w^ tcw^i 

^tt^S I &t^ (TFt^ 

~lt^^ a Factory Inspector C?tOTf^ ^t? ^ C^fPl 

Complaint ^ ?ir C^ ^ ^ I ^'Q ^‘TtBCSP 

f^nr 61*^ frr ni?*if^c«i rfftr? 

^ ^<fpT ^f?i I ’CT fro 0*51^ 

c?to f% ^ol^^ 

(THT, ^)%nT C*rs^ ^ 0 ^ ftr«f 

fei ^ ^ I ^mc??'c^ cTf:# 3^'^ ^ fm 

(?fQ^ ^ ^ ^ nftni c^ 3R?^ 

^'S’iti^ '^1^ bl=1fCHH ^ »n (TTl? ^^TTSl GHT I ^tCS^ 

5t^ (71 Factory Inspectorii]?! post Labour Comm ssiorjerii]^ 

Departments^ through f^TTl Expert (TTtC^^ ^fS’ 'bt'Tf^ ^ 

itlTtlTl S^ Better result (XtTo ^ I frflir5: Q*^ ^ti:^ 

f^pTOT ^ C^ Jute Mills Hff^PFC^^ 

(?f S?lt?l S^N ^ (T'SHRI c^Rti 

I ^5tOT S^ 9f^3 3[t^ ^T^f% I ^ i1f\5iHf^ 

India Defence Act S^’ Section 144 ^rtfi[ c^fr^ (?T^ 

^ ^t?l^mi C^ (7f5^ I S*?f (TTt^ (TT’ftlTl to 

■^c^i (T^tc^ (^, (73»R^ fbn (TFR ^ I Gi*^ ^c?i 

(TT^tWl^ wyp¥ (TTTIRR C^ C'^trf 'il^N (TTlR tol Company 
bI«nRt>5j I ^RPT (71tCR’?n (RRR C5tni (TfttR ’JiR I SPl 

(71 Policy S^ (?*R c^Rf^ (7T ^tf%f%i?l (^U^ f^, 

^'lWRtf%^ ^ 'RRf? I (TPtOC^, 

(TFtrf (TtRR ^ pR I S? ^f%3r tphtI (?Rt^ W^TT 

^ to I ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ (TtPfR ^ I Railway company^fiyr^ oRTJ 

^?1 ^ tprS C5RVC^H I Jute Mill ^iffinTRl, ^ ST^ ^T? 
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(TPtf ^ ^ ^ ylwc?? ^ ^ C^F\W5 

^ I Howrah Jute Milli]^ Annual Report ^ ^ 

I fV« c’T^ ci^oi^a i?w? c^ ^ ^ i 

tiJOT CTT^ C5'tC5^ ^ I Mill area'^fe fwf^TiOT 'ft^ 

W5T^ 5^ I (TT ^ Mill areac^ ^ 5ft^ 

T*t I lil^N Mill<il? ^ control I ^ 

<i]^ ^ C'fT^t^ ^51^ ^ f^ C*nT I 

^ TffirtTTT ?n ^ (7T^ 1?T^ ^ C^tC^ 

''^fQ ^ I \5tOT c*lT^^ c^Tni c'^ic^c^ i 

^ift ^ ^rru5 Bonus \5TOT 

C^t^ ^ '3[T^ ‘il^N ^r?i!7T Pension^^ TTWl 

^ (7T^^ C5§1 I ^ ^ C^ Q ^ fV ?*n ^rfW(TR 

Mr. I. G. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of Eiirf)])eaii 
Party 1 rise to support the motion which has just been moved by the 
Hori’ble Labour Minister. He asks the House to vote a j^rant to defray 
amongst other things the cost of the Labour Department and the only 
( ritieism which 1 have to offer is that the amount is far from excessive 
when tlie needs of this department were considered. Honourable 
meni))ers are aware that there are many Acts in force which are intended 
to improve the conditions of work in our industrial concerns as well as 
to ])rotect the rights of the workers. But such Acts can never be 
effective unless an adequate staff of Inspectors is available to see that 
they are rigidly enforced. I think the Ilon’ble Minister will agree that 
many enii)lo>ers co-oi)erate loyally in the administration of labour 
legislation, but there are others, not so helpful, who can only be pre- 
vented from breaking the law by the certain knowledge that any 
infringement of the Acts will entail grave penalties. To ensure that 
breaches of the law will be detected, the staff of the Labour Department, 
which is charged with the administration of the various labour Acts, 
must be adequate and efficient. I know how great is the financial 
string’encv in Bengal at the present time and how insistent are the 
demands from other important departments for more funds to carry on 
their activities. Nevertheless, I hope that, when it is possible to do so, 
more financial provision will be made by Government to enable the 
Labour Department to expand and to improve the work which it carries 
out in the interests of the industrial workers in this province. The 
year which has passed since the Hon’ble Minister last presented his 
demand to this House has been singularly free from labour trouble and, 
in the opinion of my party, this is due in no small measure to his 
TT'rvT’lro'rc rk'f T^onrral an rl bi-a dptpmiination to safefiTUard 
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their rights. I also claim, and I think with justification, that he has 
been greatly assisted in this task by the w’illing co-operation of many 
employers who also have the well-being of the workers at heart. Sir, 
my party welcomes as a progressive step the appointment of the two 
additional labour officers for which provision has been made in the 
budget. These labour officers can do most valuable work by moving 
about the workers, listening to their grievances and, where possible, 
taking steps to have them removed. Often little troubles whicli arise 
in the day’s work in a mill or a factory are never represented to the 
management and so remain permanently as a growing cause of dis- 
content. I do not think I exaggerate when I say tliat industrial trouble 
arises more from petty wrongs which have been neglected than from 
larger issues. It may be of interest to the House to know that the 
labour officer scheme which was instituted a year or two ago h\ the 
Indian -lute Mills Association is proving most successful. More and 
more these labour officers are gaining the confidence of the workers 
who not only come to them with grievances about their \\ork, but 
also now consult them about more homely matters. Rut 1 would warn 
the Hon’ble Minister that his labour officer scheme can never hojte to 
be successful unless the men appointed to these ])osts are most caie- 
tully chosen. Industrial workers in Bengal, indeed everywhere, are 
generally shy and backward in talking about themselves and their 
affairs, and any labour officer who hopes to gain their confidence must 
have tact, understanding and a sen.se of justice far above the average. 
Perhaps the most important problem confronting the indust r\ in the 
province is the maintenance of friendly relations between the emjdoyers 
and employees. We in this Party feel that a sound and constitutional 
trade union movement will go a long way towards achieving this end. 
There are many trade unions in Bengal, 19*1 being the latest figure 
available at the end of March, 19d9. AVith a few notable exceptions, 
by far the greater majority of these unions do not appear to function 
except for the purpose of creating strikes. Nobody will deny the right 
of a trade union to call a strike of workers, after reasonable warning 
and when all other peaceful means of settling a dispute have failed, 
but the use of the strike weapon, it must be remembered, is only a minor 
function of the movement, and not its main end. There are far too 
many purely strike unions in the province and far too few' which aim 
at assisting their members in other more constructive w'ays. Take 
labour welfare for instance. How many labour leaders here realise that 
in Great Britain, which is the home of trade unionism, the great trade 
unions devote their attention mainly to organising and running welfare 
and benefit schemes for their members ‘r* I know perfectly well that 
most of the trade unions in Bengal have small memberships and .scanty 
funds and so cannot be expected to undertake this costly work on their 
own account. But I would suggest, in all seriousness, that lalwur 
leaders instead of deriding the welfare .schemes wffiich are run by many 
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mills and factories might with advantage offer their advice and 
t?o-operation to the management and assist in making such schemes 
successful. This bringing together in a common humanitarian work 
r)f the unions and the representatives of the employers would, I am 
^certain, go a long way towards establishing that confidence in each 
other’s good faith which is absolutely essential if peaceful negotiation 
is to succeed as a means of settling labour disputes. In conclusion, 
I would like to utter a word of warning. If trade unionism is to make 
any headway and is to take its proper place in the industrial life of 
Rengal, it must be kept free from all considerations of caste, or creed, 
or ideology. These distinctions, if they are allowed to develop, will 
inevitably lead to strife within a movement whose strength depends 
solely upon the unity of its members. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have listened to the 
speech delivered by my honourable friend, Mr. Zaman. He has taken 
this opportunity to satisfy his grudge against the Hon’ble Minister 
for Labour and the party that supports him. As usual, this time he 
has also reminded us of the day of reckoning. I am confident that this 
threat to us is born of his own fears. Sir, my friend, Mr. Zaman, and 
others who think like him are intoxicated with the suj)erficial charm 
f)f that Jewish godless creed, I mean Marxism, and they believe in 
revolution as such. The whole idea behind their activities is to 
demoralise, turn topsy-turvy and destroy every existing healthy institu- 
tion. They call themselves labour leaders. From what I know of 
them, I am confident that any Government having any desire to do the 
slightest good to the labouring population should first of all do their 
best to free the labourers from the influences of . leaders like 
Mr. Zaman 

Mr, A. M. A. ZAMAN; (ysWOT ^ 

^ f%! 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Zaman and men of his way of think- 
ing have got nothing to do with labour and labour interests. In order 
to use the poor toiling labouring class as a tool for their political war- 
fare, they have adopted tactics by which they are now using the 
labouring people most ruthlessly as food for their guns. Therefore, 
we can have no sympathy whatsoever with their activities and their 
methods of work. I congratulate the Hon’ble the Minister for Labour 
and his department on having succeeded to a very appreciable extent in 
freeing the poor toiling classes from their influence. That is. Sir, one 
of Mr. Zaman’s standing grievances, and that is the reason why the 
new and healthy organisations started under the patronage of this 
Government are styled by them as bogus goondaism. 
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So far as improving* the conditions and other amenities of the labour- 
ing classes are concerned, their demands, their struggle with the com- 
panies and other employers are concerned, I think others have given 
better thought over these matters than I can possibly do. But, Sir, only 
the other day I had an occasion to preside over a mass meeting of the 
labourers at Kidderpore organised by the Seamen’s Association. There 
after enquiry I learnt that these labouring classes lead a very reckless 
life. Their habits and environments are not satisfactory. In my hopes 
for our improvement and advancement I do not count very much upon 
matters like elections, census, wealth and similar other things, but I 
believe that we cannot proceed an inch forward if we cannot improve 
our national character, habits and environments. I think if we are 
really anxious to do any real good to our labouring classes and, for 
the matter of that, for the country as a whole, we must see that we are 
able to improve their habits, their environments and their character. 
I find from enquiry that these labouring classes earn more than our 
agriculturists in rural areas do, but these people spend their money in 
a very reckless manner. They ought to be made to understand that 
they must develop a sense of responsibility not only as to their duty 
to their companies and other employers but also as to their duty towards 
their own families, friends and neighbours. I would appeal to the 
Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy to see that proper education is imparted to 
these people and alongside with the organisations for satisfying their 
demands as against their companies and other employers, 1 would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to set up institutions for improving their 
habits, environments and character and also for keeping a very strict 
eye as to how they spend tlie money they earn. If they remain as they 
are at present, I am confident that even if cent, per cent, of their 
demands against their companies and employers are satisfied, their 
condition will not improve in the slightest degree. With these words. 
Sir, I oppose the motion of my friend in the Opposition. 

The Hion’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, as my time is some- 
what limited, I will not take long to reply to probably one of the most 
irresponsible speeches that have ever been uttered even on the floor 
of this House within the last four years by Mr. Zaman and also to the 
speeches of the other two honourable members who have spoken on this 
grant. Mr. Zaman started by casting certain aspersions against the 
constitutional trade unions that have grown up in pursuance of our 
policy of encouraging trade unions in this province which conduct 
themselves in a reasonable and constitutional manner. I am not res- 
ponsible, 'Sir, for the mistakes that may be committed by the Govern- 
ment of India in consulting the leaders of the All-India Trade Union 
Congress on labour matters, but the obvious reason why they did so is 
that this All-India Trade Union Congress is the only all-India organi- 
sation at the present time that claims to represent all-India labour, 
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although its claim is largely unfounded. We have examined the 
records of the various trade unions or so-called trade unions that are 
affiliated to the All-India Trade Union Congress, and we find that most 
of them are not worthy of the name of labour trade unions and that 
many of the big organisations that were affiliated to that body in the 
days of its strength have now severed their connection from that body, 
and yet this organisation continues to put itself forward as the repre- 
sentative of trade unions all over India. I think, Sir, the time is soon 
coming when real trade unions in India will organise themselves into 
an all-India body and thereafter the claim of the All-India Trade 
Union Congress will vanish in the dust. 

Now, Sir, the same member has said that these various constitutional 
organisations are run by sardars and the like who batten on labour. 
I am not aware where he has got this information from, but it is quite 
clear that if there is any trade union of this type it can never get the 
support of Government or any encouragement from us. A trade union 
must be a trade union of the labourers and must function for their 
benefit and in giving recognition to, or encouraging trade unions of 
workers we apply very strict criteria of honesty and of representative 
character, under which criteria of course most of the trade unions with 
which Mr. Zaman and leaders of his type are associated are ruled out of 
order. That is probably the reason why Mr. Zaman has let loose his 
venom on the floor of the House, and attacked Government on matters 
of which he has very little knowledge. For instance, Sir, he points out 
that we cannot give an account of the money that is spent on labour 
welfare and therefore this money must be spent on these various trade 
unions and in providing motor cars for some people. Now, Sir, not a 
single pice of this labour welfare grant is spent on any trade union 
organisation at all except in an indirect way — I know of only one 
instance where we are giving a grant — to the Kishorilal Library 
which is run by the Press Employees’ Association which is affiliated to 
the All-India Trade Union Congress. This is the only organisation, 
the only union as a matter of fact, to which Government is giving a 
grant, because it purports to run a library for the benefit of the 
labourers. The other moneys from the welfare grant are spent on 
various schools, day and night schools, that have been formed in differ- 
ent parts of the labour area. There are at the present moment 13 such 
schools in operation and our next year’s programme includes establish- 
ment of 8 more schools. The money is spent on these schools and not 
on any trade union whatsoever. If there are trade unions so flourish- 
ing that they can afford to have motor cars of their own and to supply 
their labour leaders with motor cars, so much the better for them and 
for their organisation ; but not a single pice of Government from the 
welfare grant is spent on such organisations. 
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Now, Sir, Mr. Zaman has again come out with the charge that the 
Labour Ministry is dividing labour on the communal issue and 
encouraging labourers to join the Hindu Mahasabha on the one hand 
and the Muslim League on the other. We are doing nothing of the 
kind. As a matter of fact, if we are to place the slightest credence on 
the reports that we receive regarding the speeches of Mr. Zaman him- 
self, he made a most desperate attempt to regain his prestige by fanning 
communal passions in the area which he for the time being represents, 
but he failed to do so, because the policy of this Government is that in 
the labour world Hindus and Muslims are as one, and we deprecate, 
indeed we refuse to recognise, any trade union that is of a communal 
complexion, either Hindu or Muslim. 

Sir, the same Mr. Zaman after atta(‘king the J<abour Department 
expressed his involuntary appreciation when he suggested that instead 
of the Inspector of Factories being entrusted with the task ot looking 
into complaints regarding working hours, this portion of the work 
should be transferred to the liabour Department. Now, as I have 
said, this is an involuntary aj)preciation, because it cannot now be 
doubted that the lifibour DeiJartment starting from the Labour Com- 
missioner, the Assistant Commissioner down to tlie Labour Officers is 
really doing extremely good work and has succeeded in bringing about 
a spirit of hannony and co-operation between the labourers and the 
employers and in promoting industrial peace. It has always given the 
quickest response wherever there has been any disturbance or any 
grievance of the labourers ; it investigates these with the most meticulous 
care, so much so that it has earned the confidence of the labourers to 
such an extqpt that its offices are thronged daily with the labourers 
from all parts. That is something which I think this (fovernment 
may well be proud of, namely, that it has succeeded in cai)turing the 
confidence of the labourers and in looking after their interests and in 
promoting their welfare. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Kennedy has said that w’hen we do appoint these 
Labour Officers, .they should be most carefully chosen ; they should have 
tact and various other qualities. Sir, they are most carefully chosen. 
We do not go merely by University degrees, but we examine him in 
order to find out whether he has common -sense, ability, personality, 
capacity to influence, patience, a desire to understand the other man’s 
point of view, and the fact that our Labour Officers have been most 
carefully chosen has been proved by the fact that the tongue-tied 
labourers do come to them and ask for their support. Sir, I wish, if 
I may return the compliment to Mr. Kennedy, that his Labour Officers 
were as carefully chosen as the Labour Officers of Government. If 
that be so, I am sure there will not be those various troubles that do 
arise from time to time and find expression in grievances and strikes. 
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Mr. Kennedy has referred to labour welfare. I am very c^lad to 
find that the attention of the employers is directed towards labour 
welfare, because it is on that side of the problem that for the next 
year at any rate I propose directing my own particular attention. I 
think it is time that the conditions of the labourers as a whole were 
once more considered, and I hope I shall have the co-operation of the 
employers when I take up the several problems that are outstanding. 
I hope, Sir, that within these four years we have come to the stage 
that we have been able to impress both on the labourers as well as on 
the employers the goodwill of Government to try and promote harmony 
and at the same time to see that justice is done between the employer 
and the labourer. It must not be forgotten, Sir, that after the war 
there will be a great change in the relations between the labourers and 
the employers. That thing must be borne in mind and the system 
or the ideology — a word which is very largely used nowadays — which 
has hitherto determined the relationship between the employer and the 
labourer will have to undergo a radical change. I think the sooner 
this is realised and the sooner the capitalist section feel that they 
should look after the interest of the labourers in a larger and still 
larger measure, the better it will be for the new world order and for 
the relationship between the two. Sir, T have nothing else to add. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 4,92,0(K) be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
laneous Departments'’ was then put and agreed to. 

10 — Forest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 14,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — 
Forest.” 

I take this opportunity to make a statement on some points in 
regard to the administration of the Forest Department. 

Sir, with the outbreak of war, there has been a large increase in 
the demand for timber to meet the war needs of the Defence Services in 
India and overseas. The Government of India have decided to meet 
the increased demand by purchase of timber through the Provincial 
Governments. The execution of the orders for the supply of timber 
received from the Central Government in accordance with the above 
decision forms one of the main activities of this department at present. 
1 may mention here, for the information of the House, that as the price 
of the timber supplied includes all overhead charges the execution of 
every order for the supply of timber received from the Central Govern- 
ment leaves a margin of profit and adds to the provincial revenues. 
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Government have recently set up a Provincial Advisory Board on 
forest utilisation, consisting of officials of the Forest Department and 
repre^entatives of different Chambers of Commerce and of smaller 
trades interested in forest produce, to examine the position of tiu* 
timber and subsidiary trades in Calcutta, to advise the Central Advisory 
Board constituted by the (n)vernment of India on the selection of the 
problems which require investigation in the province and to maintain 
contact with tlie timber industry of the province. 

It is expected that the establishment of this Board will not only 
j)rovide a link lietween the Forest Department and those interested in 
forest produce, but will also help the starting and improvement of 
industries connected with such produce and make the forests mon use- 
ful to the country. 

The question of the preservation of wild life in Bengal which forms 
an integral part of the administration of the Forest Department has 
been engaging the attention of Government for some time past. It has 
already been decided to apj)oint a representative committee consisting 
of officials and non-officials to investigate into the mutter and to suggest 
the best nietliods of tackling tbe question. The personnel of the com- 
mittee has been settled and fonual orders of (h)vernment appointing 
the same will issue as early as possible. It is hoped that the labours 
of the committee will result in the preservation and imj)rovement of 
game and gaiiie fishes in the jiroviiK’e which may otherwise become 
extinct. 

Other important points with regard to the administration of the 
Forest Department, to which I referred in iny last budget speech, are 
the creation uf a new Bengal Forest Service in place of the existing 
Indian Forest Service and Bengal Forest Service, the afforestation in 
estern Bengal and the management of khas muhal forests in Ohitta- 
gong and the meeting of the demands of the tenants in connection 
therewith. 

The scheme for the formation of the new Provincial Forest Service 
has since come to a definite shape and formal orders of Government 
coiLstituting the .service aie expected to issue shortly. As I said in my 
last budget speech, the committee appointed in connection with the 
West Bengal Afforestation Scheme have already submitted their report 
with findings and recommendations which are however under the con- 
sideration of Government. I may point out that the recommendations 
of the committee require very careful examination in the light of the 
present liund Revenue System in Bengal, and, as such, it will take 
time to arrive at a deci.sion in the matter. In my last budget speech 
I dealt at some length with the measures adopted by Government to 
meet the legitimate demands of the tenants in Chittagong. I have 
only to add that a committee to enquire into the question of grazing 
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in the district has since been appointed and that the numbers of paid 
shikaris and trackers appointed by Government to kill wild elephants 
in the Teknaf Rancre have been increased to five. 

I cannot help mentioning here that for some time past a deliberate 
attempt has been made for political ends to stir up the villagers against 
the forest administration in the Chittagong and the Dacca-Mymensingh 
Forest Divisions. As a result of the agitation, there have been several 
cases of theft of Government property and assault on and even murder 
of forest subordinates in the Chittagong Forest Division and some 
cases of deliberate firing of Government reserved forests in the Dacca- 
Mymensingh Forest Division. Government have, however, taken all 
precautions that lie in their power to prevent the repetition of such 
o(;currencefl in future. The House will perhaps agree with me that in 
spite of the precautionary measures taken by Government, the recur- 
rence of the ofi'ences cannot effectively be checked unless there is active 
co-operation on the part of the people in the localities. 1 therefore 
appeal to the House and through them to the people in the localities 
to extend their co-operation to the Forest Department for the proper 
management of the forests which are a national asset of great value. 

I now pass on to an explanation of the more important items of 
new expenditure included in the next year’s budget. These are: — 

(1) Increase in the lump grant for minor works. Government decid- 
ed to include in the “Forest” budget a lump provision of Ks. 10,(10(1 per 
annum for 5 years from 1989-40 to enable the Conservators of Forests 
to finance at their discretion minor works of the dej)artment. This 
amount having proved to be inadequate to meet the demand, it i^ pro- 
posed to increase the lump grant to Rs. 50,fK)0 per annum for a period 
of five years with effect from 1941-42. 

(2) Reorganisation of the Dacca-Mymensingh Forest Di\ision. 
With a view to improve the future in(‘ome of the private forests, known 
as Rhowal Forests, Atia Forests and Muktagacha Forests, which are 
now under the management of Government and in order to give those 
forests the technical treatment necessary to obtain the maximum finan- 
cial results, it is proposed to reorganise the Dacca-Mymensingh Forest 
Di vision at a total extra cost of Rs. 45,388 and to provide a sum of 
Rs. 28,462 in the next year’s budget to meet the immediate cost of the 
scheme. The entire cost of the scheme will ultimately be recovered 
from the proprietors of the forests concerned. 

(8) Protection of the Dalapchen Slip, the Dalapchen Ridge area 
and the Development area in the Kalimpong Forest Division. In order 
to prevent further damage to the Dalapchen and other slips in the 
Kalimpong subdivision of the Darjeeling district the Conservator of 
Forests has formulated certain schemes regarding afforestation, fencing, 
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etc., of tlie slip areas at a non-recurring cost of Rs. 9,4o0 anil a recur- 
ring cost of Rs. 7,416 whicli have already been administrativelx 
approved by Government. It is proposed to provide a total sum ot 
Rs. Is?, 813 on account of these schemes in the next year’s budget. 
With these words, Sir, 1 commend this grant for the consideration ot 
the House. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: 1 beg to move that the demand ot 
Rs. 14,')7,()0U for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest" he jeduced 
by Rs. 100. 1 liave not been in the thick of the forest, nor 

have 1 had an op})ortunity to he there uj) till now. So I cannot (daiin 
to have as much intimate knowledge of forest uifairs as the lion 'hie 
the Forest Minister lias, living as he does in practicull> a forest area. 
(Mr. A^iul Cii.vxDK.^ Skn : He is of the forest.) Nor do I idaiiu to 
know anything about the methods in which afforestation and deforesta- 
tion take jdace; nor do T know whether there is any arrangement for 
adequate supervision of the aflairs of the forest. I think, however, 
there is no adequate arrangement for the supervision as regards the 
ielling ol the trees in the forest, and the officer in charge of a partiiuilar 
department ^\ho is authorised to sell the trees allows or sells the coupi' 
indiscriminately without making it a condition that only the rijx* 
trees should he felled. We see the local merchants bring timber from 
the forest coupe and the trees that are brought are almost green and 
unri})e and they are not durable. So practically when it is used for 
household purjioses the owners of the houses find that after two or three 
years this timber gives way. So, it is a loss to the people who purchase 
the trees, and it is due to the indiscriminate felling of timber grown 
in our fore>ts. If c.are is taken to see that only the ripe timber is 
felled and iu>t the green ones, then such lo.ss can be avoided. I hojie 
the Hon’ble Minister will take due precaution in the interest of the 
department concerned as well as in the interest of the public that green 
and uniipe tiecs are not cut down. It is the poor people who purchase 
such green timber for constructing their houses. Such timber becoim^s 
useles.^ in tvo or three years and these people are put to a great loss. 
1 hope adequate measures will be taken by Government in future to 
put a stop to such indiscriminate felling of timber. 

Mr. H. BRABANT SMITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in my speech on this 
grant last year I was able to congratulate the department on their 
progressive policy towards roads. I note with much regret that there 
appears to be a decrease in this grant for 1941, particularly for the 
Northern Circle. This seems to me to be a retrograde step as, unless 
there are good roads in the forests, it is impossible to extract timber 
and other forest products. 

I also note with regret that no additional money has been sanction- 
ed for creeper cutting. Unless our forests are free from creepers, 
growth of trees will deteriorate and forests become unproductive. 
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Last year the Hon’ble Minister seated that the report of the West 
Benjti’al Forest Committee was under consideration. It would be 
interesting to know what decision has been reached, as this report has 
been well received in Dehra Dun and in Kngland. 

This year there has been widespread distress in Bankura and 
Birbhum, and it is significant to note the committee's remarks with 
regard to the forests in Bankura and Birbhum. Of Bankura the com- 
mittee say, “in no other of the four districts are the piocesses of forest 
destruction and soil denudation so (;alamitously rapid as in Bankura; 
it is not necessary to venture u])on any prophecy as to the number of 
years before the forest disappears, but anyone with eyes to see can tell 
they w’ill not be many.” Of Birbhum the committee say, “as regards 
its forests, Birbhum may be said to be in complete decadence. It will 
be appreciated that not a small part of the present trouble in Birbhum 
and Bankura is due to the process of forest destruction and consequent 
soil denudation. The important point to remember is that where there 
are thick forests something like 90 per cent, of the rainfall may be 
retained in the soil and 10 per cent, may run off ” I would, therefore, 
like to have a definite statement from the Hon’lde Minister that he 
intends to go on with the Private Forests Bill proposed by the com- 
mittee. Bihar has already, I understand, passed a Bill for the 
management of private forests, and I do not see why there should be 
this delay in coming to the decision in Bengal. 

We frequently hear questions in the House about floods in the 
centre of the province, and the Hon’ble Minister for Communications 
and Works says that hands will be raised and channels deepened. 

Is this any use when eveiy year more and more of the Himalayas 
are being washed down the rivers to again block u]7 their beds!" If 
this process of sudden floods and deposit of sand is to be stopped, it is 
absolutely necessary to carry afforestation of the catchment areas of the 
rivers. 

The Forests Department have done g*ood work in forming vschemes 
in the Kalimpong area for taking over the catchment areas of some 
of the rivers; other areas should also be taken over, especially that round 
the source of the Lish river which has recently given a great deal of 
trouble. The main source of the trouble, however, lies in the denuda- 
tion of the catchment areas of the large rivers in Bihar and the TTnited 
Provinces, and I would like to know what steps are being taken to 
deal with this problem through the Inter-provincial Commission. What 
I should like to see would be co-operation of all departments to improve 
these conditions and Government to make a definite statement of their 
policy in regard to forests. Unless something is done, the province 
must look to bad days ahead. 

Conditions in Chittagong are different. Here the Forest Depart- 
ment has given over large areas to the cultivators for planting rice. 
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As soon as the crops are planted, the cultivators demand a clearance 
of all adjacent jungles as they harbour wild animals who damage the 
crops. here this lias been done, the surface soil has been washed 
away in about five years and thereafter the cultivator has to build 
Imnds to keep the subsoil out of his hhets. 

This means that all these slopes which previously grew forests are 
lost to the province. e are living on capital and destroying the 
fertility of the soil in those areas by these methods. 

Here again co-operation of departments should be insisted upon. 
The Agriculture Deppartment should be called in at once to teach the 
cultivators how to plant these slopes with oranges, pineapples, napier 
grass and cachou nuts. 

In conclusion, I would like once again to ask the department to 
declare definitely their policy as regards forests. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I am grateful 
to the honourable members who have spoken on this grant for their 
advice. Kazi Emdadul Haque lias referred to the question of felling 
of immature trees and he complained that the purchasers of such timber 
bear heavy losses. The Forests Department fells all sorts of trees, 
mature, half-mature, and immature. Immature and lialf-mature 
timber is chea])er, and it is natural that some peo])le will prefer cheaper 
material. But I may tell the House that we have adopted a new 
scheme and under that scheme we are trying to reserve our forests 
and to grow good timber. I can therefore assure my friend, the Kazi 
Sahib, that after the scheme has been in operation for a certain number 
of years we will be able to supply better timlier than at present. 

Sir, Mr. Brabant Smith has complained that we have not provided 
more money for forest roads this year. As he has admitted, we spent 
a lot <d money during the past few years on forest roads and have 
effected considerable improvement of roads which is necessary to bring 
timber out of the forests. If there is some decrease in the allotment 
made lor next year, I can assure him that ^'ertainly it was not due 
to any negligence of the department in the matter of improving forest 
roads. I may also tell him that I shall bear in mind the request he 
has made and shall try as far as possible to provide money in future 
for the improvement of roads. 

As regards the Western Bengal Forest Afforestation Scheme, I have 
already stated in my speech that the matter is receiving our best atten- 
tion and requires sufficient and thorough examination. As to the 
Committee of Enquiry*, we are considering the recommendations regard- 
ing what should be done, and as far as possible we shall try to hurry 
up the scheme. 
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The motion of Kazi Emdadul Haque that the demand of 
Rs. 14,57,000 for expenditui'e under the head “10 — Forest’’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut that a sum 
of Rs. 14,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — 
Forest” was then put and agreed to. 


54 — Famine. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 2,60,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — 
Famine.” 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,60,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, ^ 

(Tf'Sin i 

c=^ cTtff Trf%5 c^tc^, w 

"srtw c\ c^lctic^ a\ 

^srprt^ ti]<^I?l t|X3^ (7i 

^ WT 5*^^ C?FtR (TSRt^ 

^ ^ OTtc? \ 

a ^ ^ ^ 1 vfpTpT 

<f]wir ^ ^ vfPrPi ^ ^ '>1^5 

atnr I <ii^ ^ I ^ (7f^ ^,ooo\ 

cw^? ^tf% c^ionif I 

0<\ per cent.^?[ ^ C5tCllC^ <ij^* >1^ 80 per cent. Tp\^ c^tGT c^ I 

WWi Test Relief Work CTlClIC^ I 

^ (?r8?n csjictic^ glRtt c^rt^ 

8Kt &Pin cMctic^, ^ TO1 ^ i 

^ffinfPr ^31 1 

I CSRt? Glci^ Test Relief Work^iiit »nr 

c^'^ki C^FPT ^t?Rrff% 4f®l C?^in ?ni ^ l Tanks Improvemet Actiij^ 
(71 derelict tank ^ Test Relief Work 

f|5T <»fpF=r (7T (7FPT ^ I C^rsft^ 
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C5Tt^ ^ C'SfllW (TT ^ ^ (Tf^^Tl (XtC^IC^ I 

(?*ftF^hr trf% c^ TO trfe^ftro TITO 

T?l TOt? I 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir, I believe we are 
conoludinpf with Famine and that i^ in the fitnes.s of thin^v*^, because 
after all, in spite of whatever is talked here of action and inaction and 
consideration, the major portion of Bengal is in the gri]) of terrible 
distress. My grievance is that the Hon’ble Mini^^er has not been able 
to place all the famine-stricken areas on a uniform basis. I do not 
grudge that he has detdared certain areas as scarcity-stricken. My 
grievance is that although in Birbhum certain areas have been declared 
to be scarcity-stricken, still the contiguous portion ol Murshidabad, 
although the distress there is admitted, has not been declared as 
scarcity-stricken area. constructive suggestion before tlie llon’ble 

Minister will be this. Ai)art from the fa(‘t whether test reliet is 
adecjuate or not — if it is not adequate we .shall ask for a further grant 
— in the meantime ma\ I warn the Hoirble Minister against the 
possibility of further recurrema* ot distress in view oi the fact that 
there is no indication of rain this \ear and if the almanac is to b(‘ 
believed the forecast of the a,strol()ger is that this year will In* a year 
of drought. Now, Sir, what is (iovernment going to do!^ 1 would 
advise (.xovernment to take uj) the question of sinking a large number 
ot shiillow tube-wells in the affected area, so that there ma> not be a 
rejietition of failure of crops as in the last \ear. 

In this connection, Sir, there is one other matter to which 1 want 
to make a passing reference, particularly to the (diief Minister v\i)o is 
nowadays in charge of the Home Department. You know. Sir, that 
in ])revious y^ars of distress, non-official relief committees aie !ornu‘d 
and reliid is extended by non-official agencies. Most of them are 
congress workers. In the flood .season and in the scarcity season they 
always went from door to door to organise relief; but to-day on account 
of the indiscriminate ojieration of the Defence of India Rules the 
principal workers of every di.strict have been prevented, among other 
things, from associating with one another. As a result of that, workers 
who previously had a record of doing yeoman \s service are practically 
mutilated. If not in any other interest, at least in the inb‘rest of 
formation of relief work, 1 would appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to 
consider the question of relaxing the rigidity of the Defence of India 
Rules, so that the volunteers may co-operate amongst tliemselves and 
may also indirectly help Government by organising extensive test 
relief work, because after all Government measures are not always 
adequate. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BlilOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, 1 do not 
admit that Government have not taken sufficient steps to tackle the 
famine situation in some of the districts in West Bengal. I had an 
9 
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opportunity of mentioning this matter more than once on the floor oi 
the House (luring the last one month. For instance, in the district ol 
Birbhum, we have spent Rs. 1 lakh on gratuitous relief, and I do noi 
think my honourable friends opposite will try to suggest that that u 
not a sufficient amount. We have decided to spend a large amount or 
re-excavation of derelict tanks to provide against future droughts, 
Similarly, we have taken steps in the district of Murshidabad foi 
re-excavation of derelict tanks and also in the district of Burdwan and 
also in part of Bankura. Adwaita Babu has said that test relief works 
have not yet started in Bankura. I do not think his information is up 
to date, because I have information from the Collector that test reliel 
works have already started in the shape of re-excavation of derelict 
tanks. As the time is very short. Sir, I just want to give oiu'e mort 
tlie assurance that Government are fully alive to their re.sponsibilities 
and they are prepared to spend an\ amount that is necessary to save 
human lives and give relief to the people in distress, but. Sir, if the 
rain gods are determined to baffle us, we are Indple^s. All that 
humanely possible, Gov(*rnment have done and will do. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. 2, 00, ()()() foi* exfieiidil ure under the head “o4 — Famine ' ^\a^ then 
}>ut and lo.st. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ro_\ that a sum 
of Rs. 2, 00, 000 be granted for ex])enditure under the head “d4 — 
Famine” was then put and agreed to. 

9 — Stamps. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Rs. 4,o}),000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps” 
was then put and agreed to. 

11 — Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
dation of His Ext'ellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a s\nn of 
Rs. 20,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — 
Registration.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 1,52,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
”13 — Other Taxes and Duties.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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22— Interest on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, Oil ihe recom- 
mendation of Hi''! Excellency tlie Governor. I beg to move that i ^sllm 
of Rs. 7,000 be granted for expenditiire under the liead — Interest 

on Debt and Other Obligation^." 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

30— Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of lli^ Excellency the (Jovernor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 4,08,000 be granted tor expenditure under the head “80 — Ports 
and Pilotage.’' 

The motion was then })ut and agreed to. 

55— Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, 55A— Commutation of 

Pensions financed from Ordinary Revenues, and 83 — Payments of 
Commuted Value of Pensions not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of Hi.s Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 8(),S(),00() lie granted for expenditure under the heads “55 — 
Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, 55A — Commutation of 
Pensions financed from Oi dinars Revenues, and 88— Payments of 
C'oinniuied Value ot 1‘cnsions md (diarged to Revenue.” 

The motion was then ])ut and agieed to. 

56 — Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — 
Government Presses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Cjovernor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. ‘.35,12,800 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government 
Presses.” 

The motion was then jiut and agreed to. 

57— Miscellaneous. 

The* Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 13,89,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — 
Miscellaneous.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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63-~Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 7,52,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India.*’ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 4,52,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest 
Free Advances.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Ex(*ellencv the (iovernor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 72,33,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “‘Loans and 
advances bearing interest.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

43 — I ndustries — C inchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir . on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency file (iovernor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 7,14,000 be granted for expenditure under tlie head “43 — 
Industries — Cinchona.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

36 — Scientific Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a ::.um of 
Rs. 30,100 be granted for expendituje under the liead “36 — Scientific 
Departments.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The House will meet at 8-30 a.m. on Monday to 
discuss the supplementary demand and notice will be issued to remind 
the members. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 11-35 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on Monday, 
the 31st March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 31st March, 1941, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Sjjeaker (tlie Hoiri)le Sir Mru \MM AzizrL c.i.E., 

Khan Baliadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon'ble ^linisters and 178 members. 


Oath or affirmation of allegiance. 

The following’’ j)ersnn took the oath or aftirmation of allefjianee to 
the (Town: — 

Maulvi Colam llabbani Ahmad, m.l.a. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Women workers in Jagatdal Jute Mill. 

*192. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
aware tliat a large number of women workers of tlie Anglo-India 
(Middle) Jute Mill at Jagatdal have recently been tlirown r)ut of 
employment ? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) the number of such women rendered unemployed; 

(ii) the names of such women with reasons for their discharge 
against each; and 

(lii) the number of years each had been in the service of the mill? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether any relief has 
been granted by the mill authorities to these women workers in the 
shape of — 

(i) pension; and 
(ii) railway fares? 
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{d) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any representation from any 
of the women workers? ^ 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what step, 
if any, has been taken by him in the matter? 

Hon’ble MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): {a) Yes. 

{h) (i) 115 women have been gradually rendered unemployed over 
the past four months but they are registered for suitable re-employment 
when vacancies occur and a number have already been given work. 

{ti) They have been discharged owing to the introduction of modern 
machinery in the preparing department w’hich is unsuitable for women 
employees. I do not feel justified in asking the company for the 
names 

{lii) Individual records not available, but the average service of the 
discharged workers is about 7 to 10 years 

(c) (f) No. 

(//) The w’omt‘n are mostly married and laig(‘ majorit.s of them 
reside i)ei'maneiitly in the mill area with their hiishands and families 
who are employed in the mills; no application for railway lares has been 
received. 

{<]) One has recently been received from some of the worker^. 

(e) It is under consideration. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state in a nutshell the substance of the demands'inade in their 
representations ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, the question gives 
ample materials. A number of w'omen have been rendered unemployed. 
They have been dismissed from service owing to the introduction of 
modern machinery for which they are unsuitable. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 want to know what is the 
substance of their demands as contained in their representations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Their demand is for 
reinstatement. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of their unemployment at 
present, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of giving 
these women railway fares for going back to their respective homes? 



mt] 


SUPPL. DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


131 


the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think that 
Government can be called upon to pa\ the railway fares, but if appli- 
cations are received from those who have been removed frym service 
in this manner, we can impress uihui the ('om])any the desirability of 
meeting* their demand in this respect. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ibm'ble Minister eonsi- 
der the desirability of giving them some sort oi compensation, if not 
pension 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir (b.veniment 

cannot take u])on itself the re>])onsibilit \ (d the cmplouMs. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
jileased to state whether (iovernment has had an> conesjioiKhuice with 
the ('oni])any with regaid to this (|uesti(»n>' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, the\ have had 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

Point of order. 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY; I rise to a ])oint of order. Sir, with 
regard to this demand of Re. 1 tor the pavment of Rs. 1,(10. (100 as 
contribution to the (dilcutla Maxor's Fund for London air raid victims. 

M,\ submission is that this demand is not ailmissible under the 
pro\isions of the Government of India Act. The only section which 
might make it admissible is section loO of tlie Act. N(»vv the demand 
wbich is going to be jdaced befoie the House is a demand for a grant 
to the Galcutta Mayor's Fund for London air raid victims. JMease note 
the words — “London air raid victims”. I submit, Sir, that this 
demand for the relief of T;ondon aii raid victims cannot in any sense 
come within the jiuiview of the “purjioses of India” for which alone 
the revenues of India or the ]>rovinces may be s])ent. I need hardly 
remind you of those well-known jirincijdes that statutes imjiosing obli- 
gations or burdens must be strictly construed, and in case of reasonable 
doubt such an interpietation should be made as is beneficial to the 
subject. And the subject here is the revenues of this province. In 
this connection, Sir, I would like to refer to Maxwell s “Interpretation 
of Statutes,” 7th Edition, page 240, w'here the author ha.s made it 
clear beyond any possibility of doubt that statutes which impose 
pecuniary burdens are subject to the rule of strict construction. It is 
a well settled rule of law that all changes upon the .subject must be 
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imposed by clear and unambiguous language. In a case of reasonable 
doubt the construction m<de must be beneficial to the subject. And 
the subject here is the revenues of this province out of which the 
payment of the demand is asked for. In view of what is very clearly 
laid down in this book, Sir, I submit that the present demand which 
will be made by the Hon’ble the Ghief Minister is not permissible under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. A demand for the 
Ijondon air raid victims cannot be construed to be for the purpose of 
India. Section lo() of the Government of India Act clearly says that no 
burden shall be imposed on the revenues of the Federation or of the 
provinces except for purposes of India or some part of India. I have 
no doubt that you will agree that the expression “purposes of India “ 
cannot cover the case of London air raid victims. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I would only add one 
word more, Sir, and that is this. We are here to look to the purposes 
of India only and it is immaterial whether we are going to contribute to 
any fund started in India or not. We have got to look to the pur])oses 
onl\ . 

Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS! On a further point of order, 
Sir. J submit that this is 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Biswas. I cannot allow a 
genera] discussion on this point. Two important members ot the 
Opposition have already spoken on the subject, and if there is any 
otlier fresh point that you want to raise, you can do so afterwards. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: But my point of order is in 
this connection, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Even then, I shall take that up as a new point 
and you may raise it after the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has spoken. 

Th6 Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I propose, with your 
leave, to move this motion first and then to deal with the point of order 
that has been raised. 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, you cannot do that. The point of order 
must be disposed of first. 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right. Sir. 
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The point of order raised is that under section 150 (7) of the 
Government of India Act this motion asking* for thi.s ])articular grant 
is not admissible. The section says that no burden shall be imposed 
on the revenues of the Federation or of tlie provinces except for j)urpose 9 
of India or some part of India. Now. Sir, it is tlie considered opinion 
of this (Tovernment, as far as we have been able to discuss the legal 
aspect of the question, that ^^hat we have in view is permissible under 
sub-section (J) of section lot) of the Government of India Act of lOdf). 
It is true that the final and conclusive inter])retation of this section 
would only he given by the Federal Court or on appeal h^ the dudicial 
Committee ot the Privy Council, hut until an occasion arises for those 
courts to make a relevant pronouncement action has in an,\ iiarticular 
case to he taken on the basis of the best view that can he tormed by 
the executive authorities as to the correct interpretation of the said 
sub-section. 

The cit\ of London, I may sa\ in passing, has suffered ver> severely 
from air raids and the Ma>or ol Calcutta has started a luml for the 
relief of the victims ot these air raids. Now, Sir, this fund is raised in 
India by Indians and tor a ])urp(>se ^^hicll, 1 submit, comes within 
the purview of the ])hrase *‘for the purposes of India" I submit. Sir, 
that the phrase is extremely wide and if the money is raised in India, 
that mone_\ shall be sjient either in India or outside India ])rovided tliat 
it helj)s any purpose which is beneficial to India or which hel])s India 
to maintain even her honour and dignity among the comity of nations 
of the world. The question is that India has got to play a great ])art 
not merely as India within the geographical limits of India but as an 
integral part of the British Empire as a country which has had a great 
past and which has got to play a great part and to hold her head high 
among the nations of the world. Therefore, Sir, I submit that once 
the fund is raised in India, it is competent to any one, a member of the 
Legislature, individually or collectively, or any jierson outside the 
Legislature to contribute to that fund and once the fund is there we 
place it at the disposal of the Mayor of Calcutta. I submit that there 
is nothing in the Act which binds the discretion of the Mayor to sjiend 
it for any object which he considers is a purpose of India. The object 
of the Government of India Act, Ibdo, is to limit expenditure within 
India. They would not have u.sed the words “purposes of India"; 
they might have said “for any object beneficial to India to be spent 
within the limits of India.” “Purposes of India”, I submit once again, 
is very wide and it includes any expenditure which is beneficial to 
India materially, economically and even from the most sentimental 
point of 'view. I, therefore, submit, Sir, that the motion is quite in 
order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the scope of Mr. 
Biswas’s point of order will be different. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think we better hear that point of order. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, under sub-section { 2 ) of 
section 79 of the Government of India Act we find that every expendi- 
ture shall be submitted, in the form of a demand for grant, to the 
Legislative Assembly and if the demand is assented to, then under 
4section 80 the Governor shall authenticate by his signature a schedule 
specifying the grant made by the Assembly. 

Now, Sir, I find from the Explanatory Memorandum that the esti- 
mate of expenditure is Rs. 1 lakh. To-da> is tlie last day and tliis has 
been put as a sui)plementary estimate, and tliis IL. 1 lakh sliall be 
spent according to the grant made by tlie Assembly v. itbin this a ear. 
Sub-section { 3 ) of section (SO provides tliat m) expenditure from the 
revenues of the i)rovince shall be deemed io be duly authorised unless 
it is specified in the sche<lule so authenticated. The demand being 
only for Re. 1, I submit, Sir, that this demand foi Rs. 1 lakh is not in 
order. 

Secondly, Sir, under sub-section of section 80 this Assembly 
has a right to assent to the demand subject to a reduction of the amount 
specified therein. Now, Sir, the demand being for Re. 1 this right 
cannot be exercised. Supposing the House agrees to jniy Rs. o0,0()0 
and not Rs. 1 lakh, how can this House express its ojiinion with reg.ird 
to that? Sir, the difhcult^N arises if the demand, as it has been put, 
is carried. We shall not be allowed to exercise our rights which we 
liave got under sub-section { 2 ) ot section 79 to reduce the grant. So, 
J submit that the motion, in the form in which it has been presented, 
is not in order. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think T better dispose of the points which have 
been raised by Mr. Bisw.is. I take it that the first point of Mr. Biswas 
is that Government intend to ])ay Rs. 1 lakh by taking a token vote of 
Re. 1 and as such this House will luO have an o])])ortiinit\ to consider 
whether it should pay Its. ] lakh or Rs. .’)(!, (KK) lor the joiijiose. I 
think that so far as that is concerned, if the ex])enditure is ol sncdi a 
<diaracter that Government is not entitled to make, the matter should 
be taken up before the Public Accounts Committee when the expenditure 
is incurred. For the time being, 1 have got nothing moie to say 
beyond this that this question is not free from dithcuity, but that is a 
question which can be considered at a much later time as to whether 
Government should be entitled to take a token vote and .spend a sum 
of Rs. 1 lakh in circumstances which would deprive the House of an 
opportunity to consider whether it should pay Rs. 1 lakh as a whole 
or in part. 



1941.] 


SUPPL. DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


135 


So far as the other Diatter concerued. 1 am not very clear as to 
what Mr. Biswas means. I take it that this House is in full possession 
of the demand and has got a right to check it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, the full estimate has not 
been put forward in the form of a demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a well-known convention that in all finan- 
cial transactions, where Government have got money available in other 
heads within the same demand they have got a right to transler it or 
ai)propriate it from one minor head to another minor head. That is a 
matter for the Jbiblie Accounts Committee and not for this House. 

The real point whicdi has been raised is the inter|)retat ion of section 
L3U. In a matter like thi> it is very difficult for me to intervene one 
way or the other, because the ultimate authority to inteipret this Act 
is the Federal (.’ourt. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Hut what is \our vi<'W, 
Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am coming to that. JMea.se have patience. 

livery constitutional provision has to be interpreted not merely with 
reference to the spirit of the law but also to the princijile behind it. 
It all dejiends on how we look at the purj)ose. Does th(‘ jihrasc “pur- 
poses of India*' mean the juirpo^es of the geogra]>hical limits ot In<lia 
(Rai Hakkndra N \ti{ (Tixi'Diu ki: Yes, Sir.) or does it mean the 
purposes of India a-^ a countr\ 'i I am putting to >ou a concrete case. 
Sujipose thert' i^ an eait luiuake or famine in China or J'iastern Turkey 
or some other country and a-" a matter of int(*rnat ional courtesy and from 
humanitarian point ot view thi-' country considers that in a matter 
like this we ought to semi some relief on behalf of Government as a 
token of our deej) sympathy with the (list res, sed in those countries. 
Well, the (juestion is: is that the ])ui])((se of Indiay Now, one can 
legitimate]\ aigue that it is lije ]uirj)ose of India lor the sim])le n*ason 
that India has a sintus as a nation in the world and an\ thing which 
affects the statu.s of India as a nation with othei' coiintrus is the ])ur])ose 
of India. In other words, the puipose of an individual is not the jmr- 
pose of looking at himself, but looking also as a gentleman in the 
society at large, and the (juestion is whether the country has a right, 
an inherent right, to so consider it.self. It is alw'a\s desirable that 
India should figure in the comit\ of nations as one in which the otlier 
nations do figure. I do think that if we restrict tlie iriterju'etation of 
this section and the words “for the purposes of India* only as meaning 
directly and specifically for the material benefit of India, then, a.s the 
section stands, I am afraid, it would be a very narrow interjiretation. 
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It is a well-known international custom to send relief to other countries. 
Supposing India is affected by a severe famine, she gets relief from 
others. Are we to he debarred from sending relief to others under 
similar circumstances? I consider that it would be for the purpose of 
India for the simple reason that we are merely reciprocating the feelings 
of humanity which the other country did. Standing on the same parity 
it is quite possible for us to send them relief. There have been many 
occasions in the past in which relief has come from different countries. 
As I say, in any case, that is a matter of interpretation. Whether the 
purpose of India means the restricted purpose of India or whether the 
purpose of India means the wider purpose wliicli includes the existence 
of India as a nation is a matter which is to be decided by court, and I 
think J should not intervene b^ ruling out this motion. It should 
not be said that the House has not had an o])portunity to give a decision 
as to whether the money should be paid or not. As I say whether the 
issue is this or that, in view of the legal opinion received by (iovern- 
ment that tlie motion is in order, the S])eaker will nf)t be justified if he 
rules the motion out of order. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 1 desire to }>lace one further con- 
sideration before you in this matter. T submit. Sir, that you and I, 
rather you and we, are not concerned with any legal opinioir which 
jnay have been taken outside the House. We have to accept ^our ruling 
regarding- the inter])retation of the section itself, namely, section 150. 
May I draw your attention to the wcjrds “except for the purposes of 
India or some part of India’’? Obviously these words mean that the 
^‘purposes’’ are confined to territorial limits. Sii, if you read the whole 
sentence, it is clear that no burden shall be imposed on the revenues 
of the Federation or the Provinces exce])t for the jiurposes of India or 
some part of India. The w*ords “the purposes of India” relate to the 
Federation, and the words “some part of India” relate to the provinces. 
So, obviously, it is territorial. Further, I would like to place one other 
important consideration before you. We have to consider the old Act 
in order to find wdiether the power, s given under the old Act have been 
curtailed under the present Government of India Act. The old Act 
was in these terms. Section 21 of the old Act provided “the revenues 
of India shall be applied for the purpose of the Government of India 
alone”. These words are wdder. They did not impose any territorial 
restriction because the w*ords w^ere “the purpose of the Government of 
India alone.” Under section 150 of the new Act a territorial restriction 
is placed on the powers of the Federation and on the powers of the 
Province. This matter was considered by the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee and though it is not open to the Courts of Law to consider 
what was said and what was not said by the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, it is open to you as Speaker of the House to consider that. The 
question was raised w^hether the cost of troops serving outside India 
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could be saddled on the Indian Exchequer. There was no question of 
territorial restriction ; and it may well be that the Government of India 
was vitally interested in sending troops outside, because directly or 
indirectly the defence of India was involved. But here we are con- 
sidering the question of the contribution to the Lord Mayor's Fund in 
London, eventually for the purpose of the Lord Mayor's Fund in Loudon 
for air raid victims there. 

The Joint Parliamentary Committee discu.ssed the matter when the 
matter was brought before them, ami they were of opinion that it might 
on occasions be in India’s interests to make a contribution towards the 
cost of external oj)erations, but that is a very different thing. In spite 
of the then existing wording of the old Act. the new Act did not LjIIow 
the wording of the old. The new Act made a change in the old Act. 
The Joint Parliamentary Committee saiil that if therefore the (jiiesticm 
should arise of offering a contribution from India’s revenue in the cir- 
cumstances in which we are discussing and the interest in (piestion did 
not fall in the other Reserved Dejiartments of external affairs, we are 
of opinion that it would have to be ratified by the Federal Legislature. 
But that is a ver^ different question from the jire.sent question where 
this House is asked to contribute a lakh of rupees to the Major's Fund 
here in order that the mone\ may be remitted to the Lord Mayor’s Fund 
in London. The matter which is raised now does not involve the defence 
of India either in the broadest sense or in an\ limited sense. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a ({uestion whitdi affects the status of India. 
AVe are asked to extend a soit of international courtesy. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: With great resi)ect to yf)U, Sir, 
questions of courtesy or humanitarian (|uestions do not come into the 
consideration of a dry .section like .section IdO. It is a section which 
says “no burden shall be imposed — it is mandatory — on tin* revenues 
of the Federation or the Provinces except for the purposes of India or 
some j)art of India". I beg leave to point out that the defence of India 
is not involved iirthe remotest degree. If it had been so involved then 
of course under the old Act such a contribution might have been made 
though the Joint Parliamentary (hmimittee had doubts even on that. 
But the section of the old Act has been changed and the powers of the 
Federation and of the Provinces are limited to some purpo.se which 
either relates to the whole of India or some part of India. It is purely 
territorial. In that view of the matter, I say that so far as the present 
demand is concerned, it is entirely out of order under .section 150. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am very sorry I don’t agree with the Leader of 
the Opposition that the old Act was a wdder Act than the present Act. 
On the other hand my view is that “for the purpose of the Government 
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of India alone” raises a much narrower and a more restricted issue than 
the words contained in the present Act. namely, *4'or the purpose of 
India”. What is the purpo.se of India is never mentioned. Is the 
purpose merely defence, is the purpose only economic well-heinf^ or is 
the purpose only to live as human l)ein^»-. the wider life of a nation. 
One can very well say that we have a li^lit to live as a nation and that 
right involves not merely the right of exislence hut also the right of 
extending international courtesy. In any ca.se, all I say is this: the 
issue does not worr\ no* whether the money is going to be paitl h) the 
Mayor’s Fund in Falcutta, or the Maj’oi's Fund in London. I do not 
see any dift'erence. Even if we directl\ jiay to the Mayor's Fiiml in 
London, it would be quite in order. In the view I lake I think it is 
for the purpose of India. If this section containing the words “for the 
purposes of India or some part of India " is inteiqueted to mean only 
territorial issue, then that interpretation does not appeal to me for this 
reason that in the administration of the constitution there are things 
which are beyond the letter ol the law which have to be looked into. 
The whole ])rinci])le behind the Government of India Act is Provincial 
autonomy in the financial domain, and it ant(»nom\ means that we can 
do everything but not extend international coulters, then I am afraid 
this section has been rather badly drafted. Put, a> I say, it is not held 
that this section is such for the time being, till the Lourt declares 
otherwise, as to preclude items like this. 

Tho Hon’blo MTi A. Ki FAZLUL HUQs Sn, cn the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellenc\ the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Re. 1 
be gianled lor e.\])endit ure in the cuirent year undei the head “oT — 
Miscellaneous". 

As stated in the Kxjilanatory Memorandum at the foot of the 
Supplementar^ Estimate, this demand of Re. 1 is made for the purpose 
of obtaining the assent of this Legislature to the payment of a con- 
tribution of Rs. 1 lakh to the Calcutta Mayor's Fund for the relief of 
London air raid victims. The head of account on which the proposed 
expenditure is debitable is “37 — Miscellaneous", and as honourable 
members may remember, considerable savings are expected under this 
head in the current year. Although, therefore, no additional appro- 
priation is required. Government, appreciating that the charge was 
of a novel nature, thought it fit and proper that the Legislature should 
be given an opportunity of discussing the proposal. The reason.s that 
have led the Mayor of Calcutta to open a fund for the relief of London 
air raid victims are well known to the honourable members of this 
House, and I should like to assume that regarding the merits of the 
proposed contribution there will be no differences of opinion. But, 
Sir, I do not want to confine my remarks only to the constitutional 
aspect of the proposed expenditure, and I am making an appeal to the 
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Legislature ou entirely humanitarian grouiuls. I maintain. Sir, that 
if I had come up before the House for a demand for even war purposes, 

I would have been within the purview of section lod of tlie Govern- 
ment of India Act, but this demand i.s not for war purposes. It is for 
the relief of human sufferings which have been caused a> a result of the 
war operations on Great Britain. I submit. Sir. that on this point 
humanitarian consideraiions should be so paramount as to take no 
notice of technical objections to the granting of this sum of 
Rs. 1,00,000. On this point. Sir, it there is even now some lurking 
suspicion that we are giving a much wider interpretation to the phrase 
“puriKises of India" than the words do bear, may I jioint out to the 
House one important fact wiiich I forgot to mention when I dealt with 
that pointy I remembei. Sir, the doint Select Committee in tlieir 
deliberations laid down very clearl.\ certain aspects wliich induced them 
to change the plira^ecdogy of the previous Act and adopt tlie ])liraseo- 
logy which we now find in the i>resent Government ot India Act, The 
Joint Select ComniittiM' in tlieir Beport. paragrajili ITS, says, “It. might 
on oc(*asion> ha^e the right in its general inier(‘^t to make contribu- 
tions towards the co^t of External Operations". J submit, Sir, on the 
basis ot that delibtu'ation oi lh(‘ doint Seh‘c1 Cnmmitt(‘e which formed 
the foundation (d the pre^ent Act, India can ])ay a contribution towards 
the co^t of External Ojierations. And I submit, thereiore, that that 
would be a contribution tor India's jmrjioses of war. But. here, Sir, 
as 1 have jiointed out, we are raising a fund in India by the Indians 
and placing it at the disjiosal of the Mayor of the Second City of the 
British Empire authorising him to spend this money on a humanitarian 
object, namely, to give relief to the London air raid victims. I submit, 
Sir, that the imrpose is noble, the meaning of the words is plain, and 
I once more appeal to the House not to allow any considerations based’ 
on technical phraseology or interpretations of the sophisticated minds 
to stand in the way of giving effect to this ]>roj)osal. 1 have been some- 
what iiainfully suriuised that on a (|uestion like this so much of legal 
controveisN should have been laised. I thought. Sir, that thc'- 
ajipeal was such that it would evoke immediate sMnjiathy ami assent 
But it is a jiainful surjirise to me to find that the jmsition is other- 
wise. However, I hope the House will ungrudgingls assent to this 
grant, and although we have discussed from the legal point of viewy 
humanitarian considerations demand not to object to the {layment of 
this mone}’. If this appeal fails, nothing can succjeed. And I place 
this demand before the House in the confident hope tJiat it will get the^ 
support of the House, and in thi.s hope I place this demand before the 
house for its acceptance. 

Mr. MALI N I RANJAN BARKER: May 1 move my amendment a-L 
this stage? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be better if I took up the next 
motion of Mr. Sansaka Sekhar Sanyal first for it simply deals with the 
principles underlying the contribution whereas your motion is one 
which wants to make an actual reduction. Besides, his is a modest 
cut of one anna, but you want to take away fifteen annas. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Re. 1 under the head “37 — Miscellaneous — Contribution to 
the Calcutta Mayor's Fund tor London Air Raid Victims" be reduced 
by one anna, and in this connection. Sir, I would like to discuss the 
principles underlying the contribution. 

In jdacing before the House the principles involved, the question of 
legal j)riuciple comes out first and foremost. And if 1 propose to take 
up a portion of the time of the House on this question, it not as a 
point of order merely wdiich has already been <liscussed but also as one 
of the vital grounds for the reduction that has been proposed. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, 1 have heard with considerable respect the illuminating 
discussion on the (luestion of order including the observations that fell 
from >ou, but what strikes me is that in view of the intricate question 
about the point of law, was it not expected of the (jovernment not 
merely to be satisfied in their own minds about the legal question ; was 
it not expected of the Government to ask the Advocate-General to come 
and attend this House and to j)la(‘e his own o]>inion on this matter? 
The Hon’ble the Chief Minister in his usual nonchalant way has said 
that their interpretation of section 130 is such that it does not preclude 
their asking for this demand or the granting of this demand by this 
House. Well, Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister may have been ii 
lawyer at some time or other, but to-day on behalf of the Gjiposiiion we 
must emphaticalh repudiate the authority on the question of lau which 
the Hon'ble the Chief Minister wants to arrogate to himself. The 
Advocate-lieneral is a highly paid salaried t)fiicer of (Tovernment and 
of this House, and the Hon’ble the ('hief Minister knew that this 
question of law was raised in the Cp])er House and that it would be 
raised and discussed in this House also. In view of that it was exjiected 
tliat the Advocate-General would be asked to attend to-day and place 
his o])inion on the matter so that we might analyse and dissect his 
opinion and be in a jHisition to otter our criticisms upon the same. The 
Hon’ble the (’hief Minister has not even made it clear as to what is the 
authority of the opinions that he has received and he is guilty in the 
sense that he has placed before the House neither the two great opinions 
that he has received nor the authorities from which the said opinions 
have been obtained by Government. Sir, I shall be glad if tiie Hon’ble 
the Minister enlightens the House as to the source of the opinion that 
he has received even now. I do not know whether he is in a mood to 
state that, but still on behalf of the Opposition we claim that we are 



uot going to accept the opinion as sacrta^anct unless the source of the 
opinion is placed before the House an(] the opinion itself. Sir, the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has expanded the scope of the section in 
his own convenient way and there were cheers from the European 
benches, chorus of “Hear, hear” and thumping upon the desk when 
the Hon'ble the Chief Minister raised the question of dignity of India 
and the integrity in war efforts. Well, these are words which may be 
very sweet and j)alatable to the European benches, but we on this side 
of the House are constrained to observe that “purposes of India” cer- 
tainly cannot come within the four corners of the demand unless the 
purpose of India or a part of India i.s so extended as to make Indian 
flattery a purpose of India which is now sought to be mooted. The 
Hon’lde the Chief Minister made his position worse when he referred to 
the (|uestion of the external operations referred to in the Joint Com- 
mittee’s Report. Well, that external operation to have any connec- 
tion with India must be such as may involve the Indian interest, at 
least the interest of a portion of India or Indians. Sir, the victims of 
London air raid cannot by any stretch of imagination be construed to 
be connected with India or Indian purposes excepting, as I have said, 
by way of Indian flattery to the European purposes. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, then I come to the question of principle. Much 
humanitarian platitudes have been expressed. Well, we do not mean 
to say that we have no sympathy with the victims of London air-raid, 
but, Sir, the question is if expression of sympathy is to be translated 
into an action which is a burden upon the exchequer of the province, 
mere sMiipathy will not do. Sympathy must be broadbused u])on cer- 
tain known principles of contribution. Sir, if we have got sym])at]iy 
with the Tiondon air raid victims from the humanitarian point of view, 
we have no less sympathy with the (lerman victims caused b,^ 
iinscrupulou.s air attacks ot London people upon (Jermany’s innocent 
citizens. (Cheers from the Opposition benches.) If we are talking 
from humanitarian point of view the victims of London and victims 
of Berlin must stand on the .same footing. 

Sir, on the question of India’s dignity and humanitarian questions, 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister waxed eloquent and there was recipro- 
cation from the European benches. May I remind you, Sir, that our 
unfortunate country is annually visited by disasters upon which we 
have got very little control and the resources of the province, the assets 
of the province are too inadequate for meeting these disasters? Has 
there been any single instance in which the big European millionaires... 
(The Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.\.s.ad SiN(iH Roy: Many, many.) Through 
the Government? (The Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phas.\d Sinoh Rot: 
Through the public.) Well, that is a different matter altogether. Sir 
Bijoy ought to know his position before he interrupts. (The Hon’ble 
Sir Buoy PR.is.AD Singh Roy : I know it.) Even here, Mr. Speaker, 
10 
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you know that our executives are being used throughout the length and 
breadth of the province and monies are being collected in the name of 
Governor’s fund and that money is going where we do not know. We 
have no control over the collections made by our own executive. Then 
we may say that for humanitarian purposes people make voluntary con- 
tributions. These voluntary contributions may go to certain purposes 
with which we have no concern. But when this House as the spokes- 
man of this province is expected to commit to certain principles of con- 
tribution, I challenge the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister in spite of the 
nodding of his bald head to cite a single instance in which the 
Britishers either through the Parliament, either through the Mayor or 
through the Speaker of the British Parliament, made a single contri- 
bution. Sir, it is not very many years ago that there was the great 
Bihar earthquake. Our honourable colleague, then Mayor of the 
Calcutta Corporation, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu started a fund. That 
fund was raised, that fund was run principally upon private contri- 
butions. Sir, will the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister, who was also a 
persona grata of Government at that time, recollect tlie old days and 
cite an instance of any contribution coming from the Mayor's fund of 
London through the vote and suffrage of the Houses of Parliament? 
(C'heers from Opposition benches.) If that is not so, well, our being 
called upon to contribute to a mushroom committee of London air raid 
victims — questions of humanitarian concern apart — stands out merely 
as an act of flatter^ and it does not stand upon any principle. Mr. 
Speaker, as I have said, huge sums of mone> are being raised through 
our executive upon no principles and this House has no control over the 
disbursement of these sums. When the (piestion of contribution comes, 
w’e must not only protest against the jirojiosed demand but also voice 
the protest of the province that huge sums are being raised over which 
the House has no control. 

Then, fSir, the real (juestion is this. It is not merely a question of 
contribution but a question of principle is also involved. Sir, indirectly 
attempts are being made through this demand to commit Bengal further 
to the w’ar purposes. I submit. Sir, even if we pay, we would certainly 
not agree to contribute a single pie for the purposes of war. parti- 
cularly in view of the fact that the Europeans for whom the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister has expressed solicitude, those Europeans are 
adamant in their war purposes and in spite of repeated reasonable 
demands from the various platforms of this countr3" the Europeans have 
not budged an inch in their w’ar efforts. That being the position even 
if we pay we w'ould not contribute a .single pie to the fund which goes 
to Europe in the name of w’ar and for war purposes. I could have 
understood if the Hon’ble the Chief Minister came with a demand for 
relieving our own men who are in England. Thousands and thousands 
of students who belong to this province and to this country are locked 
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up within the four corners of the British Isles. We do not know w’hat 
is happening to them. We do not know to what extent they have been 
suffering from the air raids. We do not know how much of the money 
which has already been drawm out of private funds throughout the 
length and breadth of the province has been applied for the rescue and 
relief to our own men. Sir, we could understand if the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister had come out with a demand w’ith the specific object 
of extending relief to our own men. We do not know wdiat arrange- 
ments have been made for the evacuation of our owm men that have been 
locked up there. Sir, from the driblets of report that w’e rend from time 
to time all that we know is that evacuation is going on in favour of the 
men of the Isles themselves. Their children and >oung men have been 
evacuated to a safer territory . But what about our children and young 
men w’ho have been locked up in the British Isles ^ If this money was 
w'anted for the specific purpose of relief and rescue of our own men, we 
could have understood; but we sternly refuse to be a party to a demand 
or a grant which far from touching any Indian pur|>ose, either 
territorially or from the point of view of our Indian population, indirectly 
seeks to strengthen the British war efforts and India’s obligation and 
the obligation of the iirovince in the .same. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, then there is another matter. From the demand 
you will find that savings are expected out of the provincial revenues. 
Well. Sir, when this matter came up, when Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaii- 
dhuri and other speakers on behalf of the Opposition ])ointe<l out the 
fictitious character f)f the deficit, tlie Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
presumably with the voice of the other ('abinet Mem hers strongly 
pleaded for the needs of this money and he joined issue with regard to 
the alleged iifflation of the expenditure, but, Sir, our apprehension and 
arguments have been more than justified by this single sent<‘nc(‘ in the 
budget statement as substantiated further by the speech of the Ilon’ble 
the Chief Minister. So there the Ministry stands. The figures that 
have been given are inflated and the Miscellaneous l)ej>artnient ‘s savings 
were antici])ated from before, that is to say, within the four corners 
nf the budget there was the plea for getting further nione\ for the 
purpose of helping our British masters in their home-land. The Finance 
Tax, the Sales Tax was also critici.sed as a w^eapon for collecting nnmey 
for extending w^ar efforts because the purposes were not ear-marked. 
Sir, our position stands vindicated. 

There is another matter. If this House in spite of our opjiosition 
really passes this demand, I say that we are not going to be a party 
to making over any contribution to the Mayor’s Fund. We have no 
disrespect for the Mayor, but if this House is committed to any ('on- 
tribution, I do not know why the Speaker should not be entrusted with 
a Fund which is going to be a fund out of assent and consent of the 
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Various sections of this House. That is also a matter which is a ques- 
tion of principle, and on that principle we strongly repudiate the claim 
of the Mayor in spite of his dignity and position to have any fund 
drawn out of the Exchequer through our suffrage. Sir, we do not 
know what will be the avenues of the expenditure. We know that tlhe 
expenditure will go to the blind alley. We have no control over the 
Mayor. Even if we have no control over the Speaker in respect of 
certain matters, we have connection with the Speaker and by inter- 
pellation we can get information as to how the money is going to be 
spent. So, from all these points of view, we on behalf of the Opposition 
make tlie position clear that this demand is illegal, mischievously 
illegal, that it is injudicious, and that it is incompetent of this poor 
province, major portions of which are afflicted with famine and distress. 
To take further money out of the blood of this l^rovince may be a good 
flattery to the European Masters, but it is a betrayal of the trust which 
has been entrusted to the members of this House. 


Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I do not want to move 
my own motion. T shall only speak on the cut motion of Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal. 

So far as the subject matter on which the demand is based is 
comv*rned, I have not got anything to sa> against it. I have every 
sympatliy with the purj)ose and object for whiidi the money is being 
wanted. Tie object is one for which I naturally have deep sympathy. 
The inhuman suffering, the terrible agony and the ordeal which the 
citizens of London are being subjected to (*annot fail to strike a 
sympathetic cord in all human hearts. As human beings we cannot 
but feel deeply touched by the terrible sufferings undergone b\ people 
in England, Holland, France or anywhere else. 

Sir, t do not want to mix up the moral and sentimental questions 
with the constitutional issue. Sir, the power of a Provincial Govern- 
ment or for the matter of that of any Government implemented by 
Statute is limited by the object for which the State is competent to 
incur any expenditure; and under section lo0(7) of the Government of 
India Act the Government canu(»t incur expenditure except for the 
purposes of India. Sir, to the phrase “for the purposes of India” 
you have given a very extended and wide interpretation. So far as 
your ruling is concerned, I bow to that, but so far as the interpreta- 
tion is concerned, I say that if that interpretation is accepted, it 
would be dangerous for the finances of India. Somebody may think 
that if we contributed towards a dance or music performance in Vienna, 
the nations of the world would like India’s appreciation of the cultural 
aspect of the dance or music and to that extent India would rise in 
their estimation. Will we for this reason be competent to spend any 
money on dance or music at Vienna? Taking the line of argument 
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you suggested, the Indian National Congress might have sent the 
Indian Good-will Mission to China from funds obtained from the 
provincial exchequers, but as you know, Sir, they raised subscriptions 
and sent the mission with their own money. At that time there were 
six Congress Governments functioning in the Provinces, but nobody 
gave the interpretation that it would be constitutional to help ('hina 
from the provincial finance. If this interpretation is made a precedent, 
1 think the finances of India and of the Provincial Government are 
bound to go to ruin, and it was certainlx not the ])urpose of the (‘(msti- 
tution-maker to give such large powers to the Proviiices and to the 
Government of India to spend money like this. 

Sir, the Assam Government made some contributions to the War 
Fund, but in the first instance the Speaker there ruled it out ot order. 
But in a subsequent meeting the Government made it in a wa.\ which 
could, under certain circumstances, come und(*r the ])urvie\\ of the Act 
and the motion was allowed. Th(‘y made it on the ground that 
England’s war was India’s war. I ndei‘ that interj)retation tht*\ made 
the contribution to the British Government from the Provincial 
exche(iuer. I heard of one instance in which the Government of India 
made a contribution which, it was doubted, was not in kee))ing with 
the terms of the Government of India Act. But if m,\ iiifojinat ion is 
correct, they first ajiproached the Auditor-General and jieisuailed 
him not to raise any objection on the understanding that the l(‘gal 
aspect of it would be left ojien. If anybodv goes t(» the Federal (hnirt, 
then it can be decided there. 1 think. Sir, that tliis is nut tin* jirojier 
way of wairking the constitution. 

1 am very sorry to observe that 1 found the Hon’ble the (diief 
Minister saying that he was proposing to make this contribution in 
order to raise the status of Bengal in the Comity of Nations and he 
was cheered by the European Group. 1 (|uite appreciate that. 
Generally the European members claim impartiality, they claim justice 
and they also want to follow the constitution to the very letter, but 
when their own interests are afi'ected in certain things, they have no 
objection to breaking the terms of the law. 

As I have already said, I have nothing to say against the jiurpose 
for which the money is being raised. The (diief Minister has said 
that the Lord Mayor of London helped us in the past. Certainly we 
should acknowledge gratefully the help which we have always received 
from the Mayor of London, but not from the British Treasury. That 
money was raised from the citizens of London. Here also the Mayor 
of Calcutta may appeal and in fact he has appealed to the citizens of 
Calcutta to contribute to his Fund. He has said that Calcutta is 
sending it on behalf of its citizens. It is not the Government of 
Bengal or the Government of India that is sending the money. It is 

r'loftrlv a raiaofl #nr riTi-irafa niimMCuta un/1 T fliinir Slii* 
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it is not proper to spend any money from the Provincial Revenue 
towards a Fund which has been raised by the Mayor of Calcutta, by 
appealing to the citizens of Calcutta for the purpose of sending the 
proceeds to the citizens of London. 

Even if the Government want to ignore the terms of section 150(i) 
and pay that money, I say if they so desire, they ought to send it 
direct to the Mayor of London or to the British Government and not 
to the Fund raised by the Mayor of Calcutta, because so far as I know 
the Mayor’s Fund has up till now got only Rs. 13,000 and I do not 
think tliat the Provincial Government have got any obligation to bolster 
up that Fund. To-day the demand is going to be passed by the vote 
of the Coalition Party and by the Coalition Government. I want to 
ask one question: to that Mayor’s Fund how much have the Coalition 
Party members or the Ministers (contributed ? So far as I know, with 
the exception of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister none of the Ministers 
has paid even a i)ie. With the exception of Mr. Tspahani and the 
Mayor himself I do not think any other member of the Coalition Party 
has (‘ontributed even a cowrie to this fund. The (‘ontribution so far 
made to this fund is only Rs. 13,000, and that sum was raised mainly 
from ])eoj)le outside this Ijegislature. It is a wonder. Sir, that only 
Rs. 13,000 could be raised so far, and that tlie Mayor of this great city 
could not so organise the (collections as to raise a sum of Rs. 1,00,000. 
Sir, we have to learn the methods and the processes by which we can 
be successful in raising public contributions. We know, Sir, how a 
predecessor, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, liad been able to raise a fund 
of several lakhs of rupees. Mr. Basu and others had made prepara- 
tions from the very beginning and tbe whole thing was so well 
organised that a very go(»d response was forthcoming. But so 
far as the present (‘ase is concerned, we know how it was 
organivsed ; how the Sheriff’s meeting was called and what was 
the audience. 1 would not be wrong if 1 say that in that public 
meeting we ccoiild only find the Hon’ble Ministers and a host of their 
liveried orderlies moving about prominently in the meeting. If that 
is the sort of public meeting by whicli you want to raise a public fund, 
shall 1 be wrong if T say that it was not organised in sympathy with 
the sufferers of London, but that it was organised only to bolster up 
the acetivities of the Mayor in raising a fund for the London air raid 
victims? Sir, if one finds that he cannot raise a decent sum, it is 
better that he should not undertake the task at all. I can appreciate 
the attitude that was taken up by Mr. Fazlul Huq when he, 
as Mayor of Calcutta, started a fund for the relief of the 
sufferers from the Quetta earthquake, for when he found that 
there was not much response to it be closed it down. He could not 
think of approaching the Government of Bengal or any other Govern- 
ment to put in lakhs and lakhs of rupees into his fund and then to 
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take credit in the name of the citizens of Calcutta from the citizens of 
Quetta. I know that the purpose for which the fund has been 
started is good ; that the object on which the fund is going to be spent 
is noble; but the procedure adopted for raising contributions for this 
fund is defective. Everybody knows that a sum of Rs. 1 lakh is 
nothing as a contribution from the citizens of Calcutta. Everybody 
knows that had it been properly organised, a lakh of rupees could have 
been easily collected for a purpose like this. My grievance is that 
nothing was done except issuing a statement to the Press ; there was 
no organisation and no effort ; and now it has proved to be a total 
failure. Now, if tlie fund is closed or if sufficient money is not 
raised, the person responsible for it will be put to shame. That is 
why the Government of Bengal is in such hurry to contribute to the 
Mayor’s Fund. 

As 1 have already said. Sir, in my view it is absolutely against 
the purpose mentioned in section lot) of the Government of India A(“t 
to incur such an expenditure. Sir, the Mayor mad<‘ an a})peal to the 
citizens of (Calcutta to make contributions to the Fund but the people 
did not respond. So the money is being contributed by the Govern- 
iiieut of Bengal which will be sent to the London air raid vi(‘tims in 
the name of the citizens of Calcutta. If all these facts are made 
known, I think it will not be appreciated in London, not even the 
provincial Government’s interest in the matter. Though the object 
is very laudable, I say things ought not to have been done in this 
manner. And if, even ignoring sucli clear provisions as embodied in 
section lot) {!) of the Government of India Act, the Government want 
to contribute one lakh of rupees to the Mayor’s Fund, I think they 
should pay it direct and not through the Calcutta Mayor’s Fund, 
because the Mayor’s Fund concerns the citizens of Calcutta and not 
the people of Bengal as a whole. 

Mr, DAVID HENDRY; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like to express 
the appreciation of the members of this party of the generous impulse 
which has actuated the Ministry (Mr. Ntiiarendu Dutta Mazumdar: 

Question.) in bringing forward this supplementary demand. Sir, 

I do not intend to enter into the legal disputations which have been 
evoked this morning, but I am perfectly prepared to accept your ruling 
and the interpretation which Ihe Chief Minister has given us of the 
relevant section of the Government of India Act. As a non-lawyer 
member of this House I should have thought that it was not intended 
that the Government of India Act should prohibit the Government of 
Bengal or any other Government from entering into any domain 
having a humanitarian object such as this. 

Sir, the deliberate destruction of civilian homes is a very dreadful 
thing. I have experienced bombing myself in the last war, and I can 
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assure you that it was a very unpleasant experience. But bombing 
in the last war was a very mild thing compared with the high power 
bombing of to-day; and the bombing of soldiers on the field of battle 
such as I experienced was free from the horrors associated with the 
bombing of a civilian population in crowded towns 

(At this stage Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar made some remark.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, in the very first sentence 
of Mr. Hendry’s speech you interrupted him questioning his statement 
and there have been two more such interruptions and this is the fourth 
occasion when you have interrupted him. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am en tied to 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are not; and if you do *>.0 again, I sliall have 
to take necessary action. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: hen in the critical days of last Autumn 

the (lerman air force was defeated decisively hy British figliters over 
Britain by day — in many cases a number of tliese fighters in S])itfire8 
provided by the contributions to the East India Fund from this 
province, — the enemy turned their attention to the indiscriminate 
bombing of towns by night, concentrating their efforts on the bombing 
of Eondon itself, the hub of the Empire. Furthermore, the bombing 
was concentrated to the greatest extent on the poorer and more crowded 
parts of the city with the avowed intention of breaking the s])irit of 
the i)eo]de. That that bombing has failed in its purp‘ose is now a 
matter of history, and, in fact, it has had an entirely opposite effect. 
The fortitude with which the people of Eoiidon have borne the terrible 
uounds inflicted upon them has aroused the admiration of the whole 
W’orld, and neutral observer after observer has expressed his astonish- 
ment at the courage and steadfastness shown by the people of London 
in their trials which we in this country know nothing of. But, Sir, 
the shattering of homes and the distress among the air raid victims 
is a very real thing and calls for more than our admiration ; it calls 
for our helpful sympathy. By their courage and steadfastness these 
people of London have placed the first real obstacle in the way of 
Nazism, which is now spreading like a blight over the greater part 
of Europe and threatens the whole world. Their ideals are our ideals 
whatever our race or creed, and we must support them. 

That this great city of Calcutta should hold out a friendly and 
helping hand in these circumstances to London with which it has so 
many associations is therefore a kindly and timely act, and one which, 
I hope, members of this House will support and facilitate; for in 
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similar circuinstanfes, I am sure the eity of London itself would be 
the first to reciprocate, and we all remember the timely and generous 
support given by the city of London to sufterers in the Bihar earth- 
quake. In my opinion the legal point that has been raised is merely 
an academic question, and what 1 consider to be of importance is 
some generous action on our part and not a dabbling in legal 
quibbles. 

The suggestion which has been put forward by Mr. Sarker that 
this contribution should be given direct to Tiondon by the Government 
of Bengal rather tlian through the Mayor’s Fund is quite understand- 
able, but it is one with which I am afraid I cannot quite agree, although 
there is much to he said for it. Thi^ contribution. Sir, is as much a 
gesture, a liumanitarian and kindly gesture, from one great city to 
another in di^tres^ as it is a substantial measure of financial assistance, 
and in my opinion it is much m(»re appropriate that this gesture should 
be made from the city which is the cai)ital of the province than from 
the Government of the j)rovince itself. 

M ith these words. Sir, I beg most heartil\ to su])p(trt the motion 
brought forward h\ the Hon ’hie the Cliief Minister. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
motion under (li^cu^sioll is a ver\ d(dicate one in vievi of the fact 
that the cjuestion ol intei’national courtes\ and the (piestion of humani- 
tarian point of view have been dragged in. Sir, 1 am very 
glad to listen to the speech of in\ Euroi)ean friend who after all has 
now realised the horrors and terrors of air raids in London. (Gries of 
“Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches.) But it is alrcadv too 
late for him to realise that. AVhere was this Euro})ean gentleman 
when poor Abyssinia, the whole of Ethiopia, was bombed and gassed 
by Italians a few years ago? here was this European friend when 
innocent persons of the North-AA'est Frontier Province were actually 
bombed and the civilian population of women and children were killed ? 
(Cries of “shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) I for myself 
have every sympathy tor the air raid victims of London, but I have 
equal sympathy for the air raid victims of Berlin, (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Opposition benches) Albania, Libya and Somaliland 
and other places. I would have been very glad to c(nitribute to the 
Mayor’s fund if the 8(;ope of that fund had been extended by the 
Mayor of Calcutta and if it had been named “Air-raid fund for the 
air raid victims of Europe, Africa and Asia”. Nearer home, we must 
have sympathy for China’s air raid victims. What attempts have 
been made by the Government of Bengal, particularly by the Chief 
Minister of Bengal, to give relief to the air raid victims of China 
where raids are still going on? 
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Sir, we are perpetual victims of slavery and consequently we are 
victims of flood, drought, famine and other fell diseases like kala-azar, 
malaria and the like, but^i Sir, the Chief Minister of Bengal must 
realise the poverty of Bengal. In spite of the fact that there are 
difficulties for voluntary contribution towards the War Purposes Fund, 
still Bengal has contributed her mite to that fund and we know how 
that fund has been raised. Times without number we have drawn 
the attention of Government that in the name of voluntary contribu- 
tions exactions have been made by the executives for raising funds for 
the War Purposes Fund from the poor people of Bengal. Sir, I could 
have understood the Chief Minister’s position if he had started another 
fund in the name of the Chief Minister’s War Purposes Fund. Why, 
Sir, will the people of Bengal contribute money from the provincial 
revenues for a fund started by the Mayor of Calcutta? The Mayor 
of Calcutta is quite competent to raise a fund from the rate-payers of 
Calcutta, and I am sure the rate-payers of Calcutta will not lag behind 
in responding to the appeal of the Mayor for raising a substantial fund 
for the victims of air raids in London. Why should the Government 
of Bengal come forward to help in the fund that has been started by 
the Mayor? Let the Chief Minister of Bengal start a fund for himself 
and try to raise money not from the provincial revenue or from the 
people of Bengal but from the members of this Legislature belonging 
to his party. 

Sir, as a member of this House 1 have no sympathy, I have abso- 
lutely no sympathy for nations who have no sympathy for India, who 
have no sympathy for the other black nations of Africa and Asia. I 
have no sympathy for Germany. That I can say here and now. And 
equally, if that question is raised, I have no sympathy for the English 
peo])le who liave been taught a lesson by their own people, by a nation 
of Europe, and I do not know how far they will proceed. The days 
are not very far ofl when they will be paid in their own coins and no 
amount of Mayor’s fund or the Chief Minister’s fund or money from 
the provincial revenues or from the Government of India will be able 
to render them any help in the onslaught that is before them. 

Sir, this motion must be opposed on principle. One lakh of rupees 
from the provincial revenues is not a very big amount, but it must be 
opposed in the sense that if the string of purse of the Provincial 
Government is once let loose there will be no end of it. This is a 
token demand and if this token demand is once approved by this House 
this Government as a mere matter of flattery will be going on helping 
war purposes in Europe from time to time. We shall not, I say, 
allow this under any circumstances. The Government of Bengal have 
already warned the people of this province, particularly the city of 
Calcutta that there might be air raids in Calcutta and they have said 
in their notification “bombs may fall on your house’’. So, we have 
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to think of our own victims, we have to think of our own houses, and 
it has been proved that Britishers are no g^ood in protecting? this 
country or this city. They have failed in their mission. Now when 
we find that the Britishers in Calcutta, in Bengal and in India are 
utterly exhausted and have not the other advantages of life, then we 
will consider the question of helping the Britishers. Now, Sir, they 
are quite solvent; they can afford to (‘ontrihute lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees which they are exploiting from the Indians, particularly from 
the people of this province; they should come forward to help their 
own people in their distress. This small amount of Rs. 1 lakh can 
very well be contributed by the Europeans themselves. (A voice from 
the Kiishak Proja benches: A singh‘ one can do it.) 1 do not know 
how' much money tiiey have contributed for aid of air raid viidims of 
London . 

AVith these words. Sir, I strongly oppose this motion. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mi. Spcakei Being the 
chiel culprit of the subject of the debate* thi^ afternoon, 1 am grattdul 
to you for permitting me to give one or two explanations as to the 
raiso/i d'etre of this fund for the relief of victims from Air Raids on 
London. But before 1 do that, may T point out to the honourable Whip 
of the Op])osition that after thundering loudly on the primuple of law 
that the (lovernment would not be acting correctly if it contributed 
out of provincial revenues to any funds outside the province or outside 
the country, he gave up the ghost at the end oi his speech y Jlis argu- 
ment ultimately boiled down to this that if the Mayor sent the money 
it would be v^roug but Mr. S])eaker, if you did it, then he would ask 
for leave of the Hoii.se to withdraw his motion in spite of all the legal 
objections he has placed before us. (Interruptions from the 0])])osition 
benches.) 

The speech of the honourable member for the National Chamber of 
Commerce is a bit incomplete. 1 wish he had added night clubs to the 
list of dance and music clubs. It is a pity he could not rise to the 
height of the occasion to-day and assist the House in coming to a 
correct decisiofi on the problem that we are discussing. I am not in 
the habit of prying into the secrets of Government. 1 do not know 
how he found out that His Excellency the Viceroy was going to shake 
hands with General Franco and how his Excellency managed to get 
round the Auditor-General of India. 1 am not concerned with that 
and I do not want this debate to be discussed and voted upon from the 
low standard to which he has tried to drag it down. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear'’ from the Coalition Benches.) My brain is not bounded geo- 
graphically by the Himalaya and the Indian Ocean. I have always 
looked at India on the wider background of the whole world. The 
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Brahminical mentality which has kept this country down for thousands 
of years has led us to eternal and perpetual servitude. Hon’ble members 
who have spoken to the resolution to day 

(There were disturbances from the Krishak Proja Benches.) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I hope you will see that my time is not taken 
away. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; 1 want to know from 
you, Mr. Speaker, what ri^^ht has the honourable member "ot to talk 
of Brahminical mentality and other things? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; If the honourable member 
cannot rise up to the standard of my argument, he had better keep to his 
seat and try and learn to understand it. Mr. Speaker, I hope you will 
not take away my minutes. The point 1 was trying to make is this. 
People who cannot look at India as part of a bigger world had better 
try and learn. If honourable members o})posite cannot understand 
this, may I })oint out to them that India is one of the foundation 
members of the League of Nations, and that the contributions India 
has made to that bod,\ from year to >ear have been the biggest that the 
League gets or used to get? Honourable gentlemen opposite will 
perhaps think that 1 am one of the devotees of the League of Nations. 
If they had known what I have said and written about the League of 
Nations, I do not think all of them put together could utter even half 
of what I had said. But that is not the point, Sir. The point is a 
gesture — that is the w’ord used by the honourable member who spoke 
on behalf of the European group. May I qualify that gesture? It 
is a gesture of gratitude. The Mayors of London have come to the 
assitance of India at every critical juncture and in every calamity. I 
think that in the horrors of the war in which women and children 
and (‘ivilians are being slaughtered and killed, it w'ill be just an act 
of gratefulness on our part to come forward and make this gesture. 
May I also inform the honourable member for the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce that the fund began with the promise of this 
one lakh of rupees? There can thus be no question of bolstering it up. 
Even if I had succeeded in collecting only Rs. 5,000 and not Rs. 13,000, 
as has been found out by him, I would have been a happy Mayor. Even 
if I had sent Rs. 5, I would have been a happy man because I felt 
that our pride over Calcutta being the second city of the Empire would 
not be justified if we did not go to the assistance of the Lord Mayor 
of the first city, that had come to our help more than once. Why the 
Fund has remained at Rs. 13,000, and why I have not been able to 
organise it, as a predecessor of mine did in the matter of the Bihar 
earthquake, is a point which I should not like to speak about. My 
unfortunate handicap in this great cit>' of ours is that I happen to be 
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a Mussalman. They cannot realise that even a Mussalman has a heart 
and possesses sentiments. There is suppressed animosity on every side. 
The torpedoing of every ideal and dream of a Mussalman is considered 
an achievement and deliberately tried. That being the case I consider 
this Rs. 13,000, if the figure is correct, to be equal to Rs. 13 lakhs. 
Speaking again as an old member of an international organisation, the 
Red Crescent Society, of which I have been a member from so far back 
as 1913 and in which my interest has continued, 1 felt that this was 
the time when, having regard to the fact that the Congress and the 
League had not yet arrived at any definite (‘onclusion, at any definite 
decision, due mainly t(» our own letharg\, which was humiliating, to 
the indecisiveness of the Government of India <»r even, if you like, to 
the intrigues of the Government in Whitehall, we could and should go 
to the help of the civilian victims of air raids in London. The Major’s 
Fund, Sir, was purely humanitarian and entirely non-political. It 
gave a chance to every person, whatever his politi(‘al views, to repay, 
in a humble way, the debt India owed to London, for kindnesses received 
in the j)ast from its citizens. There is also another reason given by the 
Whip of the Opposition, why w’c should support the motion of the 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister. There are Indians also in London. Some 
members of my own family are in London. The hous(‘ in whicli my 
cousin lived was bombed. The building in which my own office is 
has been bombed. Looking to this aspect of the matter I did feel that 
it would be an act of grace and generosity to send a message of syni})athy. 
Rupees 1,13,000 do not matter so much to the Mayor of London. Kven 
Rs. 5, sent with a generous heart, would be welcome. 

There is another viewpoint to this problem. The Congress and the 
League have l)een meditating for long but to no purpose and without 
any result. The wLole of India has gone to the assitance of Kngland. 
Our bo>s are fighting on many battlefields in Europe, Africa and 
Asia. India is thus a party to this w^ar, whether with or without our 
consent is now almost a past chapter. Industrialists and merchants of 
all shades of opinion have rushed to take advantage of the situation 
created by the war. Even now and indeed in these days of horror 
Londoners are sending all sorts of presents to our boys. Is it too much 
to send Rs. 1,13,000 if friends do not come forward to help me further 
and to let me tell the Lord Mayor of London that there are hearts in 
Calcutta beating in unison with his in the matter of the sufferings, 
not of the soldiers because they are determined to die if need be, but 
of the civilian population of Loudon, in which we have also got at 
least a few, if not many, Indian men, women and children. 1 can 
speak on that point with some knowledge, because 1 have spent 17 
years of my life in London. We have our quarrels with the politicians 
in Whitehall, but those among the honourable members who have gone 
to London must have realised that the average citizen, the man in the 
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street, the shop-keeper and the bus-conductor are very lovable characters. 
It is to them, their wives and children that my heart goes out. I 
would appeal to the honourable gentlemen opposite and certainly to 
honourable friends on this side of the House to give their unstinted 
support to this gesture of gratitude, to this gesture which will give 
us the right to be heard in international organisations and to establish 
a basis of reciprocity for the future. This gesture will lead India out 
of the very limited and restricted bounds in which they have kept her 
for five thousand years. China and other places have been mentioned. 
I agree we should have gone to the help of China, but that is another 
matter altogether. Bombing of the people on the Frontier is a matter 
on which there can be no two opinions but this point too is extraneous 
to the one now before us. I^et us isolate it if we can. Tlie words 
“purpose of India”, as the section has it, does include grants of the 
type under discussion for it adds to the prestige, dignity and greatness 
of the land w’e live in. The honourable member for the National 
Chamber of Commerce did bow to your ruling, but he questions its 
interpretation. That sort of argument does not appeal to me; that 
sort of argument makes the debate cheap and low. Whether the House 
would like the Mayor to send it or whether we would like you, 
Mr. Speaker, to send if or whether we authorise the Government of 
this province to send the money is beside the point. My appeal is : 
let the money go : let Bengal feel that, God forbid, if there is a calamity 
here, there will be persons in London who w'ill extend a helping hand 
to us and send forth a message of sympathy to us in (Uir agony. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE; Mr Speaker, the issue raised by 
the Hon’ble tlie Chief Minister is such a serious and fundamental 
constitutional issue that I feel it is not necessary for me to make any 
apology to this House for intervening in this debate. 1 lieaid the 
Chief Minister say once or more than once that legal opinion had been 
taken. 1 wisli he vouchsafed to the House the name of tlie learned 
lawyer who gave that opinion, because so far as legal o])inion^ are 
concerned, much does hang on the name. I wanted and I still want 
to know from him, and I pause for a reply, whether the legal opinion 
to w^hich he referred emanated from the learned Advocate-General of 

Bengal : I pause for a reply (There was a pause, but no reply 

was forthcoming.) (Cries of “No rejily” from the Congress Benches.) 

If that is so. Sir, I may take it that the learned Advocate- 

General has not expressed any such opinion. And under the Constitu- 
tion may I remind the House that it is the duty of the Advocate-General 
to give advice to the Provincial Government upon legal matters and 
to perform other duties of a legal character as may from time to time 
be referred to him or assigned to him by the Governor? But whether 
it is the Advocate-General or not. what I am going to say is — and 
I say so with a full sense of responsibility — that any legal opinion to 



1941 .] 


SUPPL. DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


155 


the effect that this money is properly payable from the Provincial 
Exchequer is not worth the paper on which it is written. When my 
learned and honourable friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, was address- 
ing the House, I heard interjections on questions of law from the 
Hon'ble the Revenue Minister 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. it was on 

questions of fact. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I disdain. Sir, to rejdy to inter- 
jections coming from that quarter. 

We are concerned with a serious and fundamental constitutional 
question, and as a member of this House and as the Leader of the 
Opposition I am entitled to demand that Government should place 
before the House the best legal opinion available in India before Govern- 
ment comes forward with a demand of this nature. 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister referred to the Report of the Joint 
Select Committee, paragraph 178 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. With the greatest respect to the honourable the Tveader of the 
(opposition, is he nc»t impugning the ruling of the Chair that it is within 
tile competence of this (Tovernment and of the House to put in such a 
demand and vote on it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already stated that the question is a 
difficult one and that until the matter is finally settled by a judicial 
])ronouncement it is difficult to give a c.orrecd interpretation of it. I 
held the motion to be in order because I did not want to shut out the 
right of debate which the House jiossesses and 1 further held that it 
w^as a matter in which it was open to any member to persuade any other 
member to accept the former’s view. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of ordei, Sir. 
After a ruling has been given by you, can anybody call it to question 
on the floor of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already stated that I hold the motion to 
be in order on the ground that it is certainly not the function of a 
Speaker in such circumstances to take the responsibility of shutting out 
a debate. Therefore I held that it was in order. But I still hold that 
the matter is one which it is for the House to decide. (Applause from 
the Opposition Benches.) 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOt£: The Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
referred to paragraph 178 of the Report of the Joint Parliamentary' 
Committee in the course of his speech. May I tell him that I have 
read that paragraph again and again. That paragraph is to this 
effect: that the Joint Parliamentary Committee were of opinion that 
it might on occasions be in India’s general interest to make a contri- 
bution towards the cost of external operations. We can well imagine 
that on occasions it might be in India’s general interest from the point 
of view of India’s defence to make a contribution to the cost of external 
operations. Bui the present picture is a very different one. The 
House is not being asked to contribute towards the cost of external 
operations which might be made from the point of view* of defence of 
this country or the defence of this province, but the House is being 
asked to contribute through the Mayor of Calcutta to the Lord Mayor’s 
Fund in London for Air Raid victims. If this is not, in the opinion 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, driving a coach and four through the 
Constitution Act, I do not know what is. 

Now, Sir, I shall in passing refer to one observation of the honour- 
able Mr. Siddicji who happens to be the Mayor of Calcutta. I wished 
when we were discussing a serious question of this nature he had not 
brought in the perennial and vexed Hindu-Muslim question 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD : It was first raised from your 
side of the House. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: No it was not raised, I say 
definitely, from this side of the House. 

Sir, it is quite sufficient to jwint out that one of th'e contributors 
to the Mayor’s Fund is Sir Manmatha Nath Mukherji, the President 
of tlie Hindu Mahasabha in Bengal. Now, as Mr. Siddiqi has raised 
this question, may I ask how many Muslim friends of ours have contri- 
buted to this fund? Is it not an irony of fate that whereas he and 
others are talking of humanitarian objects and principles, he has failed 
to raise anything more than Rs. 13,000 in this second city of the 
Empire? 1 may be pardoned if I prefer to the efforts made by one of 
his predecessors — I mean my esteemed and honourable friend to my* right 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu — efforts which have been praised from 
quarters which were not lavish in bestowing praises on Congress Mayors. 
This is what the Government of Bengal’s Administration Report of 
1933-34 says: “This was largely due to the broad view and responsi- 
bility taken by the Mayor of Calcutta, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, who 
worked with great *eal and energy to make the Relief Fund an 
unqualified success. As a result of the appeal issued in his name a 
sum of seven lakhs of rupees was raised and hundreds of doctors and 
salvage workers with eauiuments were sent to the affected areas.” 
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And may I add, Sir, Mr. San tosh Eumar Basu did not go on bended 
knees before the then Government of Bengal for a contribution towards 
the Bihar Relief Fund? 

Now, Sir, niucli has been said by my friend to the left, Mr. Hendry, 
about bombing on civilian population. May I ask him not to go back 
to ancient history but to comparatively recent history? May I ask 
him to read the records of the League of Nations and find out for himself 
if it is not a fact that when the League of Nations were prepared to put 
a ban on bombing on civilian population it was Great Britain who 
opposed that ban? (Cries of “shame”, “shame” from the Opposition 
benches. ) May I ask him to look into the records of the Indian Legis- 
lative Assembly and to find out for himself if it is not a fact that time 
and again when the matter was raised in the Central Ijegislature and 
the opposition party including the Congress wanted to j>ut a ban on 
bombing on civilian po])ulation in the North-West Frontier Province 
and in the borders of India, it was the (iovernment of India who opposed 
that? (Cries of “shame”, “shame” from the Opposition benches.) Sir, 
it is idle for my friends to the left to talk about the horrors of bombing 
on civilian population. Their own history belies all that they have 
said on tlie floor of House to-day. Sir, I am entirely at one with those 
of nn friends on all sides of the House w'ho spoke on the humanitarian 
objects of this grant. As regards that there is no issue before the 
House. AVe do not join issue so far as the humanitarian object is 
concerned. I would have been glad personally if all sections of the 
different communities representing the House had through their own 
resources, through their owm efforts, contributed not merely one lakh 
but lakhs and lakhs of rupees to humanitarian objects as the city 
contributed at the time of the Bihar Earthquake Relief. Buf, Sir, 
that is another question. The question before the House is a very 
limited one and may I draw your attention and the attention of the 
House once more to section loO? That section is even more limited 
in my submission than what might appear on a first reading of it. So 
far as the provinces are concerned the purposes are limited in this section 
to the particular province itself and not to the whole of India, because 
the words are, “No burden shall be imposed on the revenues of the 
Federation or the provinces exce])t tor the purjxises of India or stone 
part of India” and I ma> correctly add after those wt>rds the word 
“respectively.” That, Sir, is the construction to be put on section 
150. You may give full play to imagination, as full a play as you 
desire, but I ask you, I ask the members of the House to consider in 
all seriousness whether they are going to lay down a wrong precedent 
which may be further abused as time rolls on. No one objects to 
members of the House sitting in a room out.side this chamber and 
contributing their mite towards the relief of the victims of the air 
raid. But so far as this House is concerned, Sir, 1 submit, a mere 
11 
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reading of section 150 of the Constitution Act is a settler. And I hope, 
Sir, it will be maintained by members, and if not by members, by some 
authority outside the House that this purpose is a purpose entirely 
foreign to section 150 of the Government of India Act. 

Sir, there is one other point on section 150 which I desire to raise. 
When the Constitution Act talks of the purposes of India or some part 
of India, it is an elementary rule of construction that the purposes 
are to be found within the four corners of the Statute. Is the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister able to point out one single section of the Consti- 
tution Act and in order to satisfy the House by as broad an interpreta- 
tion as possible that there is a single section in the Government of 
India Act which gives sup]>ort to the construction which he seeks to 
place on section 150? Sir, the point of view of the Opposition has 
been explained by the Chief Whip of the Opposition, Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal, and I do not want to repeat what he has said. But I 
do desire to give the House a warning that on questions of a constitu- 
tional nature humanitarian objects or other similar objects do not come 
into play at all. 

With these words 1 support the motion moved by my esteemed and 
honourable friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. (Loud applause from 
the Opposition benches.) 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as 1 explained to 
the House when moving this motion, the expenditure is sought to be 
met from the head “57 — Miscellaneous” and that we expected con- 
siderable saving under this head and therefore the money could have 
been paid by the Government on its own resj)onsibilitv without bring- 
ing this matter for the consideration of the House. But we thought 
that in incurring an eX])enditure tor which, I admit, there is not yet 
any precedent, it would be advisable to let the representatives of the 
people of Bengal assembled in this House to exi)ress their views 
whether this expenditure should be incurred or not. I have been told 
that the people of Bengal might have raised funds and sent through 
the Mayor of Calcutta not one lakh or two lakhs but lakhs and lakhs 
and that would have been a far more satisfactory method than paying 
this sum out of the provincial revenues. Sir, may I ask the Leader of 
the Opposition, is it not open to the re})resentative8 of the people of 
Bengal assembled in this House to decide that till we can raise such 
a fund money may be paid out of the provincial revenues which, after 
all, are made up of contributions from the various sections of the 
people of this province. It is after all the vote of the people that 
counts and I say it with a full sense of responsibility that this House 
is representative of all the opinions that might have been formed in 
the province, is representative of various sections of the House and 
the view of the majority is the view of the people of Bengal. It is for 
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this reason that we have brought out this motion for the considerution 
of the House. I have been repeatedly asked, not merely by the 
Leader of the Opposition but by several members, to disclose the 
names of the lawyers wlio have advised us in this matter. Sir, J am 
not in a position to do so, because I do not see the necessity of oblijz’inp* 
my friends in this respect. But, Sir, if the Leader of the Opposition, 
in view of the fact that he happens to be an eminent Ailvocate ot the 
Calcutta High Court, can arrogate to himself the position that what- 
ever he says on a legal (piestion is absolutely the final word and it he 
dares to say that any other legal opinion that has been expressed is 
not worth the paper on which it iias been written, I as a humbler 
individual who has had the privilege of knowing something ot the 
intricacies of legal interpretations, as one who kn(»ws the meaning of 
English words and who in his own humble capacity has had oci'asions 
to put interpretations on phrases of Acts of Legislature can say — and 
I say this with a full sense of responsibility and with all the confidence 
that I can command — that we, tlie members of the ('abinet are fully 
satisfied that the expendituie comes within the purview of section lot) 
of the Act. (Cheers from Coalition benches.) 

Sir, apart from the legal opinion that was available to us locally, 
I am fortified by the opinion of the Advocate-tfeneral of Assam. But 
what is more tlie question was referred for interjiretation to the 
Secretary of State for India in Council by the Government of India. 
The Secretary of State for India must have taken the best legal opinion 
available in London and has forwarded the interpretation for the benefit 
of the Government of India and of the Local Governments subject of 
course to whatever interpretation may be given by the Federal Court 
or by any local court. The following conclusions have been reached 
in consultation with the Secretary of State for India by the Govern- 
ment of India and are now communicated to the Provincial (iovern- 
ments for their information. What the Secretary of State lias 
forwarded to the Government of India is this: — “The words ‘for the 
purposes of India, under section 150 (/) of the Act can in practice be 
construed as including any activity the pursuit of which is in th(* 
country’s interests. Such interests need not necessarily be in the 
nature of a specific and measurable benefit and would include among 
other things broader considerations affecting the reputation and dignity 
of India in the comity of nations.” I take my stand on this inter- 
pretation which has been forwarded to us by the Secretary of State 
in consultation with the best legal advice that is available in London. 
This interpretation has been forvi^arded to us by the Government of 
India and so long as the Federal Court or any other Court does not 
decide to the contrary, I am not going to accept the interpretation, 
the mischievous interpretation that is being given by the Opposition. 

Now, Sir, it has been said that the fund raised by Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has succeeded, but the fund that is being raised by the 
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present Mayor of Calcutta has not succeeded and that shows according 
to niy friend Mr. Barker, that the object does not meet with popular 
support. (Voices from tha Congress Benches; It is due to lack of 
organisation.) Someone has remarked that the present Mayor is a 
communally-minded Mayor. (Voices from the Opposition Benches : 
No; no.) Someone has said and I forget who it is (A voice from the 
Opposition benches : Nobody has said) and therefore his appeal has 
not been so successful as the appeal of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 
Unfortunately the Mayor is a Muslim Mayor. We have got two kinds 
of enemies to face. There are external enemies of India, namely, 
Hitler and his Nazi forces, and there are internal enemies who are my 
friends opposite and it is owing to the opposition of my friends 
opposite that the Mayor’s Fund in Calcutta has not succeeded as it 
should have succeeded. Therefore, we are helpless. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You are helpful, and you are 
resourceful. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The question now before 
the House is this. The legal opinion has been obtained. It is true 
that we have not consulted the legal luminaries who adorn the Opposi- 
tion benches but we have consulted some members of the legal 
profession who sit on this side of the House. We have consulted 
whomsoever we thought fit enough to give us advice. After all if I 
have to obtain legal opinion, I have to be guided by my own judgment 
as to who is the person who is best fitted to give me legal advice. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Do you mean who is most 
pliable? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: And I may add that 
the advice which we have sought is advice wliich is disinterested 
advice, advice which is not based on political considerations, advice 
whicli is based on considerations which are not foreign to the legal 
interpretation of the words for which the interpretation is sought. We 
have taken such advice. We have received the view of the Secretary 
of State for India, He has communicated the interpretation to the 
Government of India who in their turn have communicated to us. 
Therefore, Sir, I submit that so far as w^e are concerned, this opinion 
is final and conclusive. The only question is whether we should pay 
the money. On that point we aie all agreed that the object is of a 
humanitarian character. (Cries of lin ha from the Opposition 
benches.) If my friends of the Opposition cry ha ha^ and they cannot 
even accept my expression of opinion that the object is of a humani- 
tarian character, I can only say that they have not got a human heart 
but a stony heart for which I have no sympathy. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Not a Klave’s heart. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The interruptions are becoming: too many. You 
should know that there are some etiquettes to be observed in this 
House. I am trying^ from the very bepfinninjr to see that the Lreader 
of the Opposition and the Leader of the House are jfiven due attention. 
While the Leader of the House is speaking, if you are not prepared 
to sit quiet, I will ask you through the Leader of the Opposition to 
go out of the House and take your seat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As 1 was submitting, 
Sir, it is very laudable object. In order to decide whether we should 
pay the money, I submit that we have got the money. I have already 
submitted to tlie House that we are not going to encroach upon any 
other item but we are going to pay the money out of the savings under 
the head “Miscellaneous." Surely we have to satisfy our- 
selves whether tin peojile of the country approve of this. I once 
again submit that the rejiresentatives of the peo])le are assembled in 
this House ami if they decide that the money is to be spent, I submit 
that it is the decision of the people of Bengal. I appeal to this House 
in the name of humanity and in the name of everything that they Ind 1 
good and dear for the dignity of India to repay in a very small measure 
Uie help that the Lord Mayor of Ijondon has rendered on various 
occasions to the jieople of India, to show to the world that we are not 
always guided by narrow ])olitical considerations and that whatevei' 
our differences may be, there is a genuine scdidarity dominating the 
heterogenous elements (d the Indian population and that loyalty to 
public cause and loyalty to humanitarian (d)ject constitute the creed 
of the citizens of Bengal. Sir, in that view, in that human it ari:ii» 
aspect of the matter, 1 appeal to this House for a vote with unswerving 
confidence and unfaltering faith, which will demonstrate to the world 
that we are in sym])athy with the sufferers of the air raids and that 
although we ourselves are in great difficulties owing to economic causes 
consequent on the war, we are not thinking of our own difficulties, wa* 
are thinking of our brothers beyond the sea,— Human beings like our- 
selves who are victims of inhuman jmictices of Hitler and his forces. 
We w^ant tu show’ to the world ihat although our resources ma> he 
very limited, our heart is great and that Bengal can rise up to the 
height of the occasion in order to demonstrate that charity is not ,\et 
dead in Indian hearts and that an appeal made in the name of 
humanity' has not been made in vain. 1 ask the House to vote for the 
demand. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I through you, Mr. Speaker, 
seek one information? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How many members of the 
Tabinet have contributed to the Fund? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
R(‘. 1 under the head “57 — Miscellaneous — J — Contributions — Contri- 
bution to the Calcutta Mayor’s Fund for London Air Raid Victims” 
b(‘ reduced by anna one, was then put and a division taken, with the 
f(dl(>\vin”' result: — 


AYES— 41. 


AMul HakMin, Mr. 

AMul Wahid. Maulvi. 

Abu Hottain Carkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarli, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barman, Baku flhyama Proiad. 
Baau, Mr. Santoih Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda Chandra. 
Biawat, Babu Lakahmi Narayan. 
BUwaa, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Beta, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 
Ohakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandra Nath. 
Dai Bupta, Babu Khaiandra Nath. 
Dal Bupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 
Dutta Bupta, Mill Mira. 

Dutta Maiumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Haqua, Kaii. 

Bhoia, Mr. AtuI Krlihna. 
Blaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 


Bupta, Mr. J. N. 

Haian Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Jonab Ali Mijumdar, Maulvi. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Ma)l, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Jofandra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Praiad. 
Maniruizaman lilamabadi, Mauiana Md. 
Maqbul Hoiain, Mr. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sinfha, Babu Kihatra Nath. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranian. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 121. 


Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

Abdul HaSz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Nakim VIkrampuri, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. (aliai Lai Maah). 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latit Biiwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abilla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raichld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raihaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Motalob Malik, Dr. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

AMua Shahhod, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Roza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Abul Houin Ahmad, Mr. 

Acharyya Cboudhury, Maharaja Sathi Kanta, of 
Muktaicba, Mymanaingh. 

Ahmad Ali Cnayotpuri, Khan Bahadur Mauiana. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Htaain, Mr. 

Altaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 


Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hoisain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puapajit. 

Barman, Babu Upandra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Biiwaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Ohippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhuun. 

Dat, Mr. Monmohan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Faziul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Fazlnl Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymanaingh). 
Bladding, Mr. D. 

Boiam Rohhani Ahmod, Maulvi. 

Bolam Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Bomai, Mr. 8. A. 

BriMtha, Mr. 0. 

Burung, Mr. Dambor tiugh. 

Byaauddin Ahmod Chohdhury, AfhadJ. 
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NakilMlIaii. tM Han’Mt Nawah Bahaiar K., af 
Daeca. 

HaitaMia Cliaa«kari. Maalvi. 

HanMaMia Khaa Sakib. 

Hauaanaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Natkaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Btkaiar Maalvi. 
Naaiaa Martkad, Mrt., M.B.E. 

Hataaially Jamadar, Khaa Sahib Maalvi. 

Naadry. Mr. David. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

dalaladdia Ahmad, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 
daiimaddia Ahmad, Khaa Sahab Maalvi. 
Kabiruddia Khaa, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 

Kazam All Mina, Sahibiada Kawaa Jah 8yad. 
Mahiuddia Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafiiuddia Ahmad. Maalvi. 

Mafizuddia Choudhury, Maalvi. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab, Mahara}icumar Uday Ghaad. 

Maadal, Mr. Amrila Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Baaka Bahari. 

Maadal, Mr. Jagat Chaadra. 

Maniruddia Akhaad, Maalvi. 

Milas, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammad Ah, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Mozammai Huq, Maalvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal. Khan Bahadur Maalvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiquo, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad 
Mukarjaa, Mr. Taraknath. M.B.E. 


Mukhariaa, Dr. N. 0. 

Muliick, tha Han’Ma Mr. Mukuada Bahary. 
Muliick. Mr. Pullia Bahary. 

Musharrull Hosaaia, tha Noa’Ma Naurab, Khaa 
Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Raikut, tha Hon’Ma Mr. Praunaa Dab. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmad, Ha|i. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Sanauilah, Dr. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

San, Rai Bahadur Jogash Chandra. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sinclair, Mr. J. F. 

Sirdar, Baba Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Spallar, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon'bla Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon'bla Mr. 

Total Ahmad Ghoudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 


Tilt* Ayes beiii”' 41 and the Noes 121, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon'hle Mr. A. K. Fazlnl Iluq that a demand 
of He. 1 he voted for the payment of Ks. 1,00,000 under the head 
“,")7 — Miseelfaneous — J — (Vmtrihutions — t^ontrihiition to the Calcutta 
Mayor's Fund for London Air Raid VictiniH” was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 113. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kador, Mr. (dllas Lai Moah). 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul LatH Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syod. 

Abdul Motalob Malok, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Mr. 

Abdur Rahmaa, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahmaa SMdlqi, Mr. 

Abdur RaKhid Mahmoud, Mr. 

Abdbr l^askood, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abdui ihahaod, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Roza Ghowdhury. Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Abul Hotala Ahmad, Mr. 


Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja SashI Kanta, 
Muktagacha, Mymonsingh. 

Ahmad Ali Enayotpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad Ali Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Ahmod Husain, Mr. 

AHazuddin Ahmad, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Auiad Hussain Khan, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. » 

Barma. Baku Promhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Baku Upondra Nath. 

Baou, Mr. datiadra Nath. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chippoadalo, Mr. d. W. 

Das, Rai Sabib KirR Bhusaa. 

Das, Mr. Moaomohaa. 



164 


SUPPL. DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[31st Mahch 


Mr. UpMErMtlli. 

Fariiai Rata ekawilury, Mr. M. 
rarkat tiMa Kkaaan, lafan. 
racial Nak, Ikt Maa'kia Mr. A. K. 

Facial Qaailr, Kkaa Rakakar Maalvl. 

Faclar Rakmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faclar Raknaa, Mr. (MyncaclBgk). 

DlaMiag, Mr. D. 

Rclaai Rckkaai Akaaiai. 

Qcmci* Mr. 1. A. 

RriMtha. Mr. 0. 

Raraag, Mr. Daaikcr liagk. 

RyacaMla Akaicd Okcaikury, AlkaiJ. 
Hakikailaki the Hca'kic Nawak Rahaiar K., cf 
Dacca. 

Haflcaitfin Oheatfkari, Maalvl. 

HaaildatfMn Ahaiad, Kkaa lahlb. 
Hataaaccaaiaa, Maalvl Md. 

Haihcai All Kkaa, Kkaa Rahadar Maalvl. 
Haslaa Marched, Mrs. M.R.E., 

Maternally Jamadar, Khaa Sahib Maalvl. 

Hcadry, Mr. David. 

NIrtcel. Mr. M. A. F. 

daclaiaddin Ahaicd, Khan Sahek Maalvl. 

Kablraddln Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvl. 

Kuem All MIrca. Sahikeada Kaaran dah Syed. 
Maficuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

Mafliuddin Ahmed, Maalvl. 

MaSiuddln Gheudhury, Maulvl. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtah, Maharajkumar Uday Ghand. 

Mandal, Mr. Ranku Reharl. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Ghandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Mllci, Mr. G. W. 

Mchammed All. Khan Bahadur. 

Mergan, Mr. 0., G.I.E. 

Mezammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 


Mahammad Afeal, Khaa Rahadar Maalvl Syed. 
Muhammad Ikrahim, Maalvl. 

Mahammad lakakue, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Icrall, Maalvl. 

Muhammad SlddlgBC, Kkaa Rahadar Dr. Syed. 
Mukherjea, Mr. Tarakaath, M.R.E. 

MakNrJi, Dr. N. G. 

Mallick, the Hea’kie Mr. Makaada Rekary. 
Mulllek, Mr. Palin Rekary. 

Muiharrut Heccain, the Hen 'Me Mawak, Khaa 
Rahadar. 

Muitagawcal Hague, Mr. Syed. 

Nertem, Mr. H. R. 

Ralkut, the llea’kle Mr. Praiaana Dek. 

Racaur Rakmaa Khaa, Mr. 

Rey, Mr. Dhaaanjey. 

Sadaraddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sacceen, Mr. R. M. 

Sen, Rai Bahadur degeih Ghandra. 

Seralul lilam, Mr. 

Shahakuddin, Mr. Khwaja, G.B.E. 

Shamcuddln Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sinclair, Mr. J. F. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brakant. 

Speller Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven. Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hen’kie Mr. H. S. 

Tamliuddin Khan, the Hen'kie Mr. 

Tolel Ahmed Gheudhury, Maulvl NaJI. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordeworth, Mr. W. G. 

Yeueuf Mina. 

Yueuf Ali Gheudhury, Mr. 


NOES— 37. 


Akdul Wahed, Maulvl. 

Ahu Hoeealn Sarkar, Maulvl. 

Akul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Aeimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Ranerll, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barman, Baku Shyama Proead. 

Baeu, Mr. Santech Kumar. 

Rhawmik, Dr. Roklnda Ghandra. 

Rleaae, Baku Lekehml Narayan. 

BIcaae, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Roee, Mr. Sarat Ghandra. 

Ohakrakarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 

Ghaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Dae Rupta, Baku Khageadra Nath. 

Dntta Rupta, Mice Mira. 

Dutta Macumdar, Mr. Nlharendu. 

Emdadul Hague, Kail. 

Rhoee, Mr. AtuI Kriehna. 

RIaeuddIn Ahmed, Mr. 

The Ayesi)eiiig 113 and the 


QupU, Mr. d. N. 
dalaladdin Haihemy, Mr. Syed. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Ghandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niebitha Nath. 

Ma)l, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Ma|umdar, Mre. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. dogendra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriehna Praead. 

Maniruiiaman lelamakadi. Maulana Md. 
Magkul Heeain, Mr. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinieharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Rey, Mr. Gharu Ghandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saeanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Ghandra. 

Waliur Rahman, Maalvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Noes 37, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 10-50 a.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the Ist April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the Ist April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoii’ble Sir Mihammad A/.izul H.vque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 175 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Establishment of a charitable dispensary and a charitable maternity and 
child welfare centre at Sundarban (Rupamari Abad area). 

M90. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in char|»‘P of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government l>ej)artnient he pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that he received a deputation on behalf of the cultivators of the 
Sundarban (Itujminari Abad area) in Tauzi Nos. l.‘17L\ l‘li)l, 
1421 and the lots Tankloli and others under Hasnahad ihana 
within the district ot 24-Parf]fanas on the 29th t'(d)ruary, 
1940; and 

(??) that a petition asking' for the establishment ot a cliaritable 
dispensary and a maternity and child welfare centre was sub- 
mitted on their behalf on the same date? 

(b) Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
the (lovernment have taken for the establishment of a charitable dis- 
pensary and a charitable maternity and <hild welfare centre there? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate spending? fifty per cent, of the 
revenue and the road cess collected therefrom for the imrpose? 

MINISTER in ctiarge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwa]a 
HabibuHah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(5) As the establishment of rural dispensaries is primarily the res- 
ponsibility of the local bodies, the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division has been requested to address the District Board in the matter. 
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His reply is being awaited. Government have already a scheme foi 
establishment of maternity and child welfare centres and this scheme 
was explained to the depixtation, and they were requested to take the 
necessary action in the matter in consultation with the District Board, 
so that the funds that are required from local sources may be available. 

(c) No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Eon hh 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the deputa- 
tionists repiesented to bini tliat the fund required from local sources 
were of such magnitude that it was beyond the local resources to find i1 
immediately and that therefore Government were asked to take speciaj 
measures to suit the requirements of the people? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoai 

In regard to these things Government cannot take the whole respon- 
sibility on themselves. A certain jwrtion is paid by local bodies and p 
certain portion by Government. It is difficult for Government to under- 
take all the expenditure for the whole of Bengal for the purpose foi 
which the deputation has asked. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am afraid the 
Hon’ble Minister has not answered properly the previous question. ] 
am asking whether the Hon’ble Minister is not aware that the depu- 
tationists contended that it was beyond the means of the local people 
to collect the required fund, so that they might get additional amount 
from the Government. In view of that contention, has the Hon’ble 
Minister been pleased to take any special measures to suit the local 
requirements ? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

As I said, it is the primary duty of local boelies to spend money on this 
account. The deputationists maintained that it was difficult for them 
and I maintained that it was not difficult for them to get subscriptioB 
from the people of the locality. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what did Government actually offer tc 
them if they were able to collect the additional amount from the local 
people? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

There are certain rules made by Government. If the honourable 
member gives notice, I can answer him after notice has been received, 
but I cannot answer him offhand. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I will give notice about 
that. 

With reference to the Hon’ble Minister’s answer that Government 
have already a scheme for the establishment of maternity and child 
welfare centres, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
nature of that scheme for the establishment of maternity and child wel- 
fare centres? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa; 

In my budget speech I tabled a statement giving particulars nlmut 
several schemes in regard to medical and j)ublic healtb and at tlu‘ pre- 
sent time from memory T cannot rej>eat all those schemes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Is the llon’ble Minister 
aware that there are no provisions made in the budget for any puch 
schemes be is referring to? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

There are certain provisions. I (‘an assure him that as soon as schemes 
are ready, money wdll be found for them. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the TIon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, in view of his i>revious answer, what are 
the available resources on which Government are counting at the pre- 
sent moment with a view to give eft'ect to the schemes which they have 
in mind? 


Mr. SPEAKER: What was your j)revious question ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My previous (}U( stion 
was if he was aware that there was no imndsion made in the budget to 
give effect to any Government schemes and the Ilon’ble Minister’s 
answer was that Government would explore all possible avenues with 
a view to give effect to those schemes. I am now asking him about 
the resources. 

Mr. BREAKER; That is going much beyond the sco])e of the 
question. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Commissioner was requested to address the 
district board and when his reply is expected? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I want notice. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’bh 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that he has promisee 
to the deputationists on tjie same occasion that he would undertake i 
special tour of that area with a view to ascertain the nature of the difl& 
culties they suffer from in respect of child welfare and maternity? 

The Hon’ftrie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca 

Most certainly I gave an undertaking. Unfortunately I have been sc 
very busy that I have not had an opportunity of fulfilling my promise 
as yet. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Cooks in Medical College and other Government hospitals. 

73. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chargj 
of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether in all Goveniment hospitals of the Province including 
Medical College and other (jovernment Hospitals in Calcutta 
the cooks are all Hindus ; and 

(i?) whether Muslim patients have no other alternative but to take 
the food and diet prepared by Hindu cooks and served l\v 
non-Bengali and non-Muslim coolies and servants? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate taking any action in the matter? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (/) A statement is laid on the table. 

(it) Where the cooks are all non-Muslim, the Muslim patients take 
food prepared and served by non-Muslims. 

(h) Projects for construction of separate kitchens for Muslim patients 
in the Campbell and Sambhunath Pandit Hospitals have already been 
undertaken in this department and steps are being taken to exi>edite 

them. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (?) of unstarred question 

\o, 73. 

1. Carmichael Hospital for Tropical Diseases {attached to the School 
of Tropical Medicincy Calcutta ). — There are both Hindu and Muslim 
cooks as well as cooks for European patients. 

2. Campbell Hospital y Calcutta . — All the cooks are Hindus. 
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3. Sambhunath Pandit Hospital^ BhowaniporCf Calcv^tta . — All the 
cooks are Hindus. 

4. Voluntary Venerea] Hospital y Alipore. — There are both Hindu 
and Muslim cooks. 

5. Medical College Hospitals y Calcutta . — There are both Muslim 
and non-Muslim cooks. Food for Muslim patients is ('ooked and served 
by Muslim cooks. Other articles of food are served by noii-Beupali and 
non-Muslim sirdars. 

6. Presidency General Hospital y Calcutta. — There is no Hindu cook. 

7. Mitford Hospital y Dacca. — There are both Muslim and non- 
Muslim cooks. Food for Muslim patients is cooked and served by 
Bengali Muslima. 

8. Darjeeling (.\ u.ralhari Hospital ). — The cook employed is a 
Nepali Hindu. 

9. Chittagong Hill Tracts. — Two cooks are employed in two 
hospitals and both are Hindus. 

10. I ttarpara Hospital, Hooghly. — There is only one cook who is 
a Hindu. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in Medical College Hospitals the food for Muslim patients is prepared 
as well as served by Hindu cooks and Hindu servants? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered that question. 

Amount spent by Midnapore District Board for flood relief work. 

74. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MONDAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Hovernment 
Dej>artment be pleased to state what is the total amount s]>ent by the 
Midnapore District Board tor flood relief work? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

About Es.4,000 during the year 1940-41. 

Vacancies in the Local Boards of Sadar, Contai and Tamiuk in 
Midnapore district. 

75. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-lTovernmeiit 
Depaii:ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact tliat seats of 
several members of T/Ocal Boards of Sadar, Contai and lamluk have 
remained vacant for more than a year? 
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(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stato the reasoi 
for the delay in filling up the seats? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Delimitation of constituenoies of the Tippera District Board. 

76. Mr. SHAH AD ALI: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in chargt 
of the Piiblir Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether there will be the general election of the District Board, 
Tippera, in the year 1941 ; and 

(u) whether the delimitation of the constituencies in the coming 
District Board election has been effected finally? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (li) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of the elected constituencies in Chandpur subdivi- 
sion; and 

(li) the number of them that are for (1) Muslims and (2) Hindus? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of delimited (onstituencies within Matlab 

police-station ; 

(u) the number of them that are for (1) Hindus and' (2) Muslims; 
and 

(in) whether any part of the Matlab police-station falls within the 
constituencies of neighbouring thanas? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (?V/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the names of the Unions of the 
thana which go out to form a constituency with neighbouring police- 
stations ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

'(a) (i) Steps are being taken to hold the general election to the Tippera 
District Board in 1941, if possible, after delimiting its constituencies. 

(n) No. The proposals for the delimitation of constituencies have 
not yet been received from local officers. They have been asked to 
expedite. 

(6) to (d) The questions do not arise. 
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Mr* WAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the danger that has compelled him to give a problematic reply P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is the problematic reply? 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI; Sir, the Hon'ble Minister has replied in answer 
(a) (i) that steps are being taken to hold the general election to HJhe 
Tippera District Board in 1941, if iwssible, after delimiting its consti- 
tuencies. 1 want to know, Sir, why this “if possible”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question (Iocs not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is his policy to defer the district board and local boai’d 
elections ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Point of Privilege.. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have an import- 
ant point relating to the privilege of this House to bring to your notice 
in ie8i>ect of the questions and answers of this afternoon. Unfor- 
tunately this Chamber was not ac(‘e8sible to us until 4-45 p.m. and we 
have had no time to get the question papers in advance so as to lolok 
through them. I submit it will not he fair to us if we are not allowed 
some time to .read the questions and answers. I appeal to you that 
the honourable members should l)e given some time to go through these 
questions and answers in order to enable us to ]>ut supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have every sympathy with you, hut I am help- 
less in the matter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: You, Sir, with your 
sympathies can surely find out some means by which we may have a 
little time to go through the questions and answers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The only means that I possess perhaps is to turn 
out the men of the other House in order that we may have a little more 
time to go through the questions with a view to putting further sup- 
plementary questions. (Laughter.) 

I am sorry to say that I am quite helpless in the matter. 
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In compliance with the observation made by the Hon^ble Speaker 
on the 2nd December^ 194(f, the following question a7}d answer /,v 
printed for information:—^ 

Offer of fionation by Maharaja of Lalgola for construotion of a 
Tuberculosis Ward at fferhampere. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be 
pleased to state — 

{i) whether the Maharaja of Lalgola has offered a donation for the 
initial cost of construction of a Tuberculosis Ward to be 
attached to the Sadar Hospital at Berhampore; and if so, 
what is the amount so offered ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the offered money has not been appro- 
priated, because Government have not yet been able to 
settle with the Berhampore Municipality a particular land 
near the hospital whi(‘h has been selected and approved as 
the site for the proposed Tuberculosis Ward; 

(Hi) how long the Government are in correspondence with the 
Berhampore Municipality on the one hand and the 
Maharaja of Lalgola on the other over the proposal of the 
settlement of the parthmlar land and the appropriation of 
the Maharaja’s offer; and 

(iv) how long the Government will take to complete the preliminaries 
and to avail of the offer? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of expedit- 
ing the settlement? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HAS I BULL AH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (7) Yes. Es. 13,500 as reported by the Berhampore Municipality. 

(ii) As the Municipality of Berhampore asked for a gift of a plot 
of land for the establishment of a clinic, and as this was outside the 
approved policy of Government, Government had correspondence with 
the Divisional Commissioner with a view to fix a fair rental and salami, 
so that Government might consider making an equivalent grant to the 
local body. 

(Hi) Reference to Government was made by the Commissioner in 
February, 1940. Government have had no direct correspondence with 
the Maharaja of I>algola and the Municipality of Berhampore. 

As the Maharaja’s estate is under the Court of Wards, he applied 
to the Board of Revenue in April, 1938, for sanctioning a donation of 
Rs. 13,500 towards the construction of the tuberculosis clinic and the 
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Board sanctioned the proposal in June, 1938. The Medical Depart- 
ment, however, had no information about this till February, 1940, 
when a reference was made to Government by the local officers. 

(iv) and (b) In order to enable the authorities of the Berhampore 
Sadar Hospital to avail themselves of the offer, Government have 
approved the proposal for making a suitable grant and provision has 
been made in the budget in the ensuing year. 

Land Retenue Commission Report. 

Mr. CASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before you proceed to the 
other business, Sir, may I mention one difficulty? The Floud Com- 
mission’s report has been included in the agenda for to-day and 
to-morrow. This information was given to us prior to this day’s sitting, 
but we do not know why the Special Officer’s rej^ort has not yet been 
given to us. If that is not done, how do you think we can do justice 
to the 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us first finish the other items and then we shall 
take that up. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Connoil. 

The Secretary read out the following message received from the 
Bengal I^egislative Council : — 

‘^That the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, was passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Council with amendments at its meeting held 
on the 31st March, 1941, and that the concurrence of the Assembly be 
asked to the amendments made in the Bill by the Council. 

Copies of the Bill showing in loco the amendments made by the 
Council have been laid on the table of the members.” 


The Schedule of Authorised Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in pursuance of sub- 
section {2) of section 80 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg 
to lay l)efore the Assembly the Schedule of Authorised Expenditure 
lor 1941-42 authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor under sub-section (1) thereof. 

In pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (2) of section 80 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay before the Assembly 
a Supplementary Schedule of Authorised Expenditure for 1940-41 
authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor under 
sub-section (1) of section 80 read with section 81. 

12 
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In pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section ( 2 ) of section 80 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay before the Assembly 
a further Supplementary Schedule of Authorised Expenditure for 1940-41 
authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor under 
sub-section ( 1 ) of section 80 read with section 81. 

In pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section ( 2 ) of section 80 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay before the Assembly 
a Supplementary Schedule of Authorised Expenditure for 1938-39 
authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor under 
sub-section (7) of section 80 read with section 81. 

Question of Privilege. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move 

Mr. SPEAKER: .lust a minute, please, Sir Bijoy; there is just one 
matter to which I should like to refer before you move your motion. 
In a Bill like this whatever might be the defects, it is desirable that 
all sections of the House should co-operate in coming to a deci'^icui on 
the point. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, we shall place our 
attitude on the floor of the House, and I am sure you will appreciate 
the attitude that we shall take up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite possible that there will be considerable 
difference of opinion on this question, but I have every sympathy with 
you. Even taking it for granted that there is considerable difference 
of opinion, all that 1 can hope for is that you will be able to carry on 
the work in a spirit of co-operation : as you know, the present Govern- 
ment of India Act is not at all satisfactory, yet we have all been ren- 
dering our assistance in its working. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 'VTc shall express our attitude. 
Sir, and we shall see how Government faces that attitude; and we shall 
keep the matter open until then. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have just now said, even though the Govern- 
ment of India Act is not considered satisfactory by any section of the 
people, yet we all have been w'orking it because we feel that it is 
necessary to work it for the present. On that analogy I would request 
you to take up the same attitude on this question. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I am afraid you have not 
understood our point of view, Sir. Our point of view is something 
very different. What we allege is that Government is departing from 
some agreed principle, and that therefore it is incumbent on the 
Government 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil know that these matters were not before the 
Government at that time. You discussed it and got the thing done. 
It is quite possible that an agreement might be reached b\ discussing 
the matter round the table. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: All that will depend on the 
attitude that the Government propose to take up. We shall give our 
feeler, Sir, and we shall see how Government respond to it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; 1 very much appreciate the 
observations that have fallen from you, Sir, with regard to the 
desirability of the members of the Opposition of vserving on the Select 
Committee of this Bill. So far as this Bill is concerned, it lias been 
sponsored by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. The llon’ble the Deputy 
Speaker as the Chairman of the Privilege (kmimittee, however, has 
placed before the House a Bill which satisfied the requirements as laid 
down by the Privilege Committee. The decision which had been 
solemnly arrived at by the members of that committee was a un- 
auimous decision. Now, that Bill embodied certain provisions, which 
certainly met with the wishes of the members of the Opposition to a 
very large extent. All sections of the House represented on the 
Privilege Committee accepted the proposal which was formulated by 
the committee on the basis of which the Bill was brought before the 
House by Mr. Deputy Speaker. But Government have now deliberately 
chosen to give the go-bye to that Bill and, instead, to bring forward 
another Bill not only in an attenuated form, but also containing provi- 
sions which do not touch any of the privileges so far as the members 
of this House are concerned. In the Select Committee, matters which 
were embodied in the Bill sponsored by Mr. De])uty Speaker may be 
considered to be beyond the scope of the Bill sponsored by the Hon ble 
the Home Minister. AVill it then serve any useful purpose, so far as 
members on this side of the House are concerned, to come and serve 
on the Select Committee of a Bill which is merely an apidogy for a 
Privilege Bill and does not touch even the fringe of the question about 
the privileges of the members of this House? If w’e could get some 
assurance that the provisions of the Bill as laid before the House by 
Mr. Deputy Speaker can really be incorporated in the Select Commit- 
tee stage in the Bill which has been brought forward by the IHm’ble 
the Home Minister, it would be worth w’hile on our part to consider the 
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suggestion which has fallen from you and which deserves earnest 
consideration as emanating from such a high quarter. At the same 
time, we feel that absolutely no useful purpose will be serv^ed by going 
to the Select Committee on a Bill of this character. I trust you will 
consider our position in the light of the observations I have made. 
If there is any hope held out to us that this Privileges Bill is going to 
be really a serious measure and not sponsored in the light-hearted 
cavaliar fashion in which it has been framed, we shall certainly recon- 
sider our position. 

Mr. SPEAKER; All that I say is that, so far as this Bill is con- 
cerned, it refers to the question of privileges and, therefore, if the 
Opposition desire to incorporate those provisions of Mr. Deputy 
Speaker’s Bill in this Bill and bring them before the Select Committee 
there will be no bar to that. 

Mr, 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: May I, Sir, then take it that 
these matters which are raised in Mr. Deputy Speaker’s Bill can be 
legitimately raised at the Select Committee? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. I have very carefully considered it, and in 
view of the fact that it is a Privileges Bill, it would be open to any 
member to bring in either this or any other Privileges Bill and leave 
it to the Select Committee to discuss it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I am glad that Sir Bijoy 
is present here to-day. 

Th6 Hon’Me 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may I sub- 
mit that my honourable colleague Sir Nazimuddin who is the sponsor 
of this Bill is unfortunately absent from the House to-day and of 
course he will be the Chairman of the Select Committee and the deci- 
sion must rest with him. But I have no reason to assume that he will 
take a view different from what you have been pleased to take, but 
it is not for me to give any asvsurance as to what will be the ruling of 
the Chairman of the Select Committee because 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Unless Government gives an assurance, I am help- 
less in the matter. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; How can Govern- 
ment give an assurance, Sir? I must make my position perfectly 
clear, because it is a matter of interpretation 

Mr. 8PEAKER; It will ultimately be a matter for me to interpret 
as Speaker. What I feel is this. There is another Bill in the posses- 
sion of the House, and there have been precedents in this House where 
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the same Select Committee has considered not merely a Bill sponsored 
by the Government but also other Bills brought by private members, 
not that Government thereby accepts the other Bills but all that Govern- 
ment does is to give an opportunity to the Select Committee to discuss 
the provisions of the other Bills. You remember, Sir Bijoy, that there 
are precedents for that? 

The HOn’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

MTi SPEAKER: So, following those precedents, would it not be 
correct for Government to consider as to whether along with this Bill 
the other Bill may also be considered by the Select Committee? That 
will solve all problems anil, incidentally, it will avoid at least showing 
that this Bill is not being sponsored by all sections of the House. I 
am anxious to avoid such a misunderstanding. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that Bill has 
not been referred to the Select Committee. I would just request you 
to bear that fact in mind. But if a member of the Select Committee 
places any provision of that Bill l)efore the Seleiit (k)mmittee and 
wants the Select Committee to consider it, I have no reason to assume 
that Sir Nazimuddin as Chairman of the Select Committee — 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a ])oint of order, Sir. 
How does Sir Nazimuddin come in? The agenda circulated shows that 
the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy l^rasad Singh Roy is to move that the Bengal 
Legislature (J^rivileges and Powers) Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of, among other members, No. 1*1. the mover. 
So, it is he who counts. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I had anticipated 
the honourable member, and I was going to move the Minister in 
charge of the Bill instead of the mover. 1 have got it here. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Then you are merely a 
carrier! (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, why not avoid criticism? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, personally I 
am very anxious, if 1 may say so, to accommodate the wisiies ot my 
honourable friends opposite. (Mr. Santo.sii Kumar Basu : In what 
respqct?) If they desire to discuss any particular Bill clause ol the 
Bill introduced by Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sure there will be no diffi- 
culty. But it depends, .strictly speaking, on the interpretation of the 
particular Bill clause that may be placed before the Selei^t Committee. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That can be avoided by issuing instructions to the 
Select Committee that they will take into consideration the provisions 
of the other Bill. There is no bar to it. Just as I have said, there 
are precedents in this House in which three Bills have been referred to 
the Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD. SINGH ROY: That means 
referring two Bills to the Select Committee which is not my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. This is the main Bill. The question is 
whether you can take into consideration the other Bill because other- 
wise the result will be that I will have to allow a motion of Mr. Deputy 
Speaker if he wants to have another Select Committee and have the 
matter considered there. There will be two Bills before the House, 
which means waste of time. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Don’t you think, 
Sir, that it will be better and will solve all difficulties if any honourable 
member who wants any of the provisions of Mr. Deputy Speaker’s Bill 
to get incorporated in the Government Bill is to move in the Select 
Committee to that effect? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But we must have an 
assurance from Government to that effect. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there cannot 
be any such assurance. My honourable friend being a parliamentarian 
of long standing ought to realise that in the matter of interpretation 
there cannot be any assurance from Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why not? Sir, it will 
be for you to interpret that. Just a moment ago the Hon’ble Minister 
said that he could not assure the House whether he was going to block 
the proposals of this side or not. He is not even inclined to adopt 
j^our suggestion ; he is not prepared to accept any suggestion thrown 
out. In the circumstances, we think that Government may not accept 
our proposal at all. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not, Sir, 
I regret to say, a correct interpretation of what I have said. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best solution for the time being would 
be, as has been suggested by the Government Whip, that in a matter 
like this there is no hurry. I shall take this as the last item in the 
agenda before the prorogation. In the meantime, both sides maj^ sit 
together and discuss the matter, and I hope there will be an agreement. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a fair 

suggestion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, will Sir Nazimuddin come 
back by that time? Otherwise, his opinion will have to be taken by 
post. 

Mr. SPEAKER; That does not matter. 

We will now take up discussion of the liand Revenue ronimission 
Report. 

Discussion of the Land Revenue Commission Report (Floud 
Commission Report). 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. My 
point is that we have not yet received all the volumes of the Special 
Officer’s Report. We have received only two volumes some time back. 
The evidence that has been recorded has not been served on us. We 
cannot argue in the air. We have to study this most complicated ques- 
tion; we have got to pick out points; we have to consider these things 
ourselves. You know, Sir, that the discussion of the Floud Commis- 
sion’s original Report was postponed because the matter was referred 
to the Special Officer and it w^as desired by all sections of the House that 
before the matter was discussed, the S])ecial Officer’s Report would be 
forthcoming. But the iKjsition remains as before. The Special Officer’s 
Report is not forthcoming and Government wants us to hurry through 
the matter. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I support the suggestion 
that the Report of the Special Officer should he placed before the mem- 
bers of this House before a discussion comes on. 

Sir, you are aw^are that the Report relates to a particular economic 
and administrative problem which is as old as at least seven centuries. 
If there is an attempt to alter that system, the proposal should be 
scrutinised in all its bearings. Government have been good enough 
to have a scrutiny made of the recommendations of that Report. It 
is necessary that the result of that scrutiny should be before us to 
enable us to find the administrative and other implications of the pro- 
blem presented by the Report, which have come out on that scrutiny. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Sir, serious allegations have 
been made by some gentlemen as, for example, Sir Bijoy Chand Mahtab 
and Mr. Badrudduja in their minutes of dissent that important decisions 
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were taken by the weight of votes without reference to the evidence 
collected and placed before them. Therefore we must have the evidence 
volumes. 

The Hoil’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; May I make the 
position of Government clear? Government naturally attach very great 
importance to the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission 
and they would like to come to a decision on their recommendations as 
early as possible, but before they make up their mind on this momentous 
issue they would like to obtain the views of members of different Groups 
in this House because they would like to consider the problems and the 
different recommendations in the light of the opinions of the members 
of this House. Sir, Government do not want to burke this matter or 
defer it indefinitely. They are anxious to come to an early decision, 
that is, within a reasonable time. Of course, there is the Report of 
the Special Officer. That Report was received by Government some 
time back. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; How long ago? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Some time back. 
They had no opportunity of examining that Report in detail in the 
Cabinet. Therefore, they are naturally reluctant to publish it or to 
circulate it to the members. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Why? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; The^^ are reluctant 
to circulate it to the members without examining the Report them- 
selves. But that does not mean that the Report is not going to be 
placed before this House. At the next opportunity Government hope 
to place that Report before the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; When? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Mr. Speaker, our atti- 
tude also we should make clear on this point. We are as anxious as 
the Government or rather more anxious than the Government to have 
the Report of the Land Revenue Commission discussed in this House. 
AVe are also anxious to formulate our vieAvs on the Report of the Com- 
mission. But, Sir, if the Government are unable to make up their mind 
w'ith regard to the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission 
w’ithout examining the Report of the Special Officer, how will it be 
possible for us to make up our mind with regard to the recommendations 
of the Commission without having the considered opinion of the Special 
Officer before us? Government say that they will be guided by the 
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views of the representatives of the people in this House. A Govern- 
ment guided by a majority party may at times be inclined to say that, 
but we have also got certain duties to perform. We cannot be expected 
to make up our mind regarding the recommendations of the Land Reve- 
nue Commission without having the Report of the Special Officer whom 
the Government thought it proper to appoint for the examination of 
the Report. Not only that; Government are under a moral obligation 
to place the Report of the Special Officer before us before they can 
expect us tp give expression to our views because on a former occasion 
Government burked the discussion on the Floud Commission’s Report 
on the plea that a Special Officer had been appointed, tliat he had not 
yet finished the examination of the Report and that they wanted to 
take his views into consideration before coming to a decision. If 
that be the case, .how can the Government expect us to enter into a 
discussion of the Report without knowing the views of the Special 
Officer, w'e cannot understand. AVe therefore suggest that the discus- 
sion should take place early as we are acquainted with the results of 
the examination of the Special Officer. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On this side of the House we 
very strongly feel that Government should come to a decision as soon 
as possible on the Floud Commission’s Report. When the first agenda 
was published for consideration of this Assembly, the discussion of the 
Floud Commission’s Report together w'ith Mr. Gurner’s Report was in 
it, but unfortunately Government withdrew that part of the agenda. 
AA> do not know why. 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Was that on the agenda? 

The Hon’bie 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8iNCH ROY: That was on the 

agenda by mistake. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Government take the plea of a 
mistake of fact. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Now the Hon’hle Sir Rijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy comes forward and says that he had no time to go 
into Mr. Gurner’s Report. AA"e on our part sa\ that he made that 
statement quite unjustifiably. Therefore, we projiose that Government 
should place all the materials relating to the Floud (’ommission’s 
Report before us so that we may take up the discussion of the Report 
and give our considered opinion in this session. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHRA 8ANYAL: A dilatory Government! 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I say a few words 
in connection with the Floud Commission’s Report and the provision 
that has been made this session to give the members of this House an 
opportunity of expressing their views on the Report of the Commis- 
sion P It is not a question of Government being unable to make up their 
mind. The position is that the Report of the Floud Commission dis- 
cusses a subject that is of vital importance to various sections of the 
people, but also raises a constitutional question and also the Permanent 
Settlement which is of great historical importance and which has got 
to be considered from various points of view. Whatever may be the 
merits or demerits of the Floud Commission there is no doubt that the 
members of that Commission have been at great pains to collect a vast 
amount of very useful material which forms the subject of discussion by 
all parties whatever may be the ultimate result of those discussions. 
Now, Sir, the Report of Mr. Gurner is the report of the officer who was 
put on special duty to go through the Floud Commission’s Report and 
summarise the conclusions and to give suggestions as to the means that 
may be adopted to implement the various recommendations that have 
been made by the Floud Commission. The Report was submitted by 
Mr. Gurner for the benefit of Government themselves, but if the mem- 
bers think that they should have Mr. Gurner’ s Report also before they 
can discuss it, that aspect of the question will be considered and in that 
point of view it appears to us that the members are not ready to discuss 
the Floud Commission’s Report without Mr. Gurner’s Report. (A 
voice from the Congress Benches: And without the Evidence Volumes.) 
If that is the position, it is no use anybody getting up and making any 
remarks, because it seems that the House is not prepared to discuss 
this question. That being the position, it is for you to decide. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know whether these volumes have been 
circulated to all the members. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They were avail- 
able only recently, and I believe they have already been circulated. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Only two volumes have been 
circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that they have not yet received all 
the volumes. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as I 

understand, Sir, they have been circulated; but it might be that they 
have not yet reached the hands of the honourable members. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I have not received any. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Goswami says he has not 
got them yet. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I have also not received my copies, 
Sir. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I believe those members who have given 
their Calcutta addresses have already received their copies, but it is 
most likely that the books have been issued to the mufassal addresses 
of some of the honourable members who have not therefore got them 
yet . 

Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: 1 have got my Calcutta address, 
but I have not yet got the books. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have the members belonging to the Euro])ean 
Group received their copies? 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: I have received all the six volumes. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I have received only two volumes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It seems that a large number of members have 
not yet received all the volumes. 1 think what has happened is this: 
the circulation has taken a somewhat longer time than usual, because 
volume after volume had to be printed and sent out to the members, 
and that has had to be done by the ordinary staff. In view of that fact 
and in view of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s .suggestion we may take 
up this matter on another day. 

So far as the Keport of Mr. Gurner is concerned, it is for Govern- 
ment to decide whether they will circulate his Report or not. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8iNGH ROY; Sir, it is not 
possible for Government to circulate Mr. Gurner’s Report immediately, 
because we mut first consider it ourselves and then, it necessary, we 
may circulate it. That will take .some time. I submil that Mr. 
Gurner’s Report is mainly meant for the consideration of Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Personally, I think that if the members get all 
the six volumes, that will be sufficient for them to participate in a 
discussion on this question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, what about the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister’s reply to the large number of questions 
put to him about the Special Officer’s Report? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I can understand that Mr. Gumer’s Report being 
a report by an official of Government, it lies entirely with 
the Government as to which part of it should be accepted and 
which not. Under ordinary circumstances, therefore, such a 
report needs no circulation to the members, but Government may do so 
if it likes. I can realise, however, that when in this particular case 
specific questions were asked on specific issues, the reply was that 
Government had been awaiting Mr. Gurner’s Report. I must add, 
however, that that does not necessarily mean that Government intended 
to circulate Mr. Gurner’s Report. 

Then with regard to the late circulation of the volumes, I think the 
members can legitimately expect to have sufficient time to devote to 
this question in order to enable them properly to go through the 
voluminous Report ; and that is especially necessary in view of there 
being such a strong difference of opinion amongst the members. If, 
therefore, it is the desire of the House to devote some more time to this 
subject, I think there is hardly any time left in this session to take it 
up because we have almost come to its end. Firstly, it is for the Gov- 
ernment to say whether they are likely to come to a decision on the 
matter soon, and even if it is done, I think it is hardly possible to take 
this matter up in this session. I would therefore say, what harm is 
there if we discuss Ihis question on the first opening day of the next 
session ? 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It may be too late, 
Sir. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
difficult to understand the attitude of some of my friends here. The 
main report was circulated, I think, about a year ago; two of the 
volumes were circulated about a year ago; and I take it that the 
honourable members have studied the Report very carefully. There- 
fore, nothing should stand in the way of tlieir discussing the Report 
here and now. What are being circulated at present are the volumes 
containing the evidence. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: But that also i^ very 
important. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I do not for a 

moment deny that, but if you want to shelve this question in this 
manner, that is a different matter altogether. (Cries of “No, no” from 
the Congress Benches.) 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after the 
observations made by the Hon’bie the Chief Minister, I thought that 
the difficulties would be tided over. The Hon’bie the Chief Minister 
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liad taken up a very reasonable attitude that if it was the desire of the 
[Opposition to defer the discussion because they were not in a position 
to deal with the matter properly now, he would postpone its discussion 
for the time being. Well, Sir, we have no objection to that. But the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has taken up an attitude which is utterly 
inconsistent with the position taken up by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister says that the Report of 
the Commission was circulated a year ago and that that ought to be quite 
enough to enable the House to participate in the discussion, quite apart 
From the evidence portion which was the basis and foundation of tliat 
Report. Sir, that is a position which I do not think anybody on this 
dde of the House will at all accept. Now, Sir, if Mr. Gurner's Report 
is considered to be so helpful for Government to come to a decision, why 
should Government deny the House the opportunity of going through 
it? If the discussion in the House is at all expected to be helpful to 
the Government in arriving at a decision with regard to the Floud 
Commission Report, Government is Ixmnd to afford all possible facilities 
and place at the disposal of the House all materials which are available 
to them in order to enable the House to come to a decision and express 
an opinion which may ultimately prove t-o be of assistance to the Gov- 
ernment. Government have taken up the position that it is an official 
Report intended for Government only. Probably they may be right 
technically. But why this anxiety to avoid publishing this Report 
and supplying it to the members of this House? When that Rejwrt is 
a Report of a public official on a public question and when it is expected 
to be of help to Government and of assistance to them in arriving at 
a decision, I cannot understand why the Revenue Minister is denying 
that assistance to the members of this House. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I have made 
it very clear that it is never the intention of Government not to place 
Mr. Gurner’s Report before the House, but what I said is that Govern- 
ment are considering the Report at the pre.sent moment, and until they 
have completed their consideration they are not in a position to place it 
before the House. Therefore, I sulnnit that the suggestion made by 
the Hon’ble the Speaker is perfectly right, for if it is taken up on the 
first day of the next session, Government may in the meantime arrive 
at a decision 6n this Report and also as to the advisability of placing 
this Report before the members of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Personally, I feel that it would be better to 
defer discussion on tlds question for the present in order to allow the 
Government to come to a decision in the meantime. I should try to 
calm down the present tense atmosphere of the House, and I am here, 
I think, to bring in peace, if possible. So far as the supply of the 
six volumes of the Report to the members is concerned, it is now clear 
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that many of the members have not yet received the volumes containing 
the evidence portion. As a matter of fact, I received my copies only 
two days ago, and I have not been able to give more than a mere 
cursory glance over them. I think, however, I cannot altogether agree 
to the observations of the^on’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a 
perusal of the first two volumes will enable the members to come to a 
conclusion, for I am sure that in this case we cannot simply go by the 
recommendations made by the Commission. So far as the other volumes 
are concerned, there are enough materials in them concerning the land- 
lord and the tenant which are as much essential for the purpose of our 
discussion as the main Report of the Commission itself. Fortunately, 
I find that the materials put up by the landlords and the tenants have 
found place in different volumes: those concerning the landlords have 
found place in one volume and those concerning the tenants in another. 
That, I think, is very convenient and useful. 

Then there is a second point as to whether Mr. Gurner’s Report 
should be placed before the House, and it is a very important point on 
which Government will have to come to a decision. So far as an 
important matter like the one we are going to discuss upon is concern- 
ed, I think under a democratic constitution it would probably be more 
helpful to all sections of the people if a decision, tentative or other- 
wise, is arrived at by Government before the matter is placed before 
this House, for, otherwise, the discussion may turn to issues which are 
formal and academic; for instance, it may turn to the theoretical ques- 
tion as to whether the entire land should be nationalised or not. I think 
it is no use having a formal and academic discussion of that character. 
In any case, it is a matter for Government to decide. 

Having taken all these factors into consideration, it seems to me 
that in the present circumstances it will harm no party if the discus- 
sion takes place at the beginning of the next session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I make a 
suggestion? I admit, Sir, that the complaint of the various sections 
of the House that they have not received the volumes containing the 
evidence is well founded, because in perusing the report and consider- 
ing the recommendations it may be necessary to refer to the evidence 
to find out how far the recommendations are justified on the evidence 
that has been recorded. Therefore, Sir, I admit that it w^ould be 
helpful if they had an opportunity of discussing this also. We will 
get the copies of the evidence and have them circulated. May I there- 
fore suggest why not the leaders of the various groups sit with you, 
Sir, and fix a convenient date for the discussion of the Floud Commission 
Report ? 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This session? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is almost impossible to have it this session. 

Th6 Hon’bi0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not want to discuss 
that in the House. It is for them to find out if it is convenient to have 
it discussed this session. If not, we will have to do it some time later. 
The leaders of the various Groups will sit w'itli the Hon’ble the Speaker 
and decide what date will be convenient for the discussion of the 
Report, opportunity being given to the members to receive copies of 
the evidence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I feel is that if it is taken up this session it 
avoids the difficulty for the time being, but that is bound to carry us 
beyond the Easter. But would it be desirable for us to sit even up to 
that? It is for us to consider that, because, as 1 say, we must know 
our exact position. If it is not the intention to take it up this session, 
then I think it is better that we do it at the earliest opportunity next 
session. In any case the matter stands over for the time being. As 
to the actual date wdiether it would be this session or next session, that 
may be discussed later. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, what has 
fallen from your mouth we quite appreciate, but I ask 8ir Bijo,\ to con- 
sider the attitude he has taken and the statement he has made that we 
are trying to shelve the matter by trying to get all the volumes of the 
Report. 

(At this stage there was interruption from all sides of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
4-45 p.m. to-morrow\ 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 5-45 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 2nd April, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 2nd April, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Aztztil Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon'ble Ministers and 192 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Hon’ble Chief Minister’s discretionary grants. 

*193. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hod ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, — 

(a) the amounts allotted from the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s discre- 

tionary grants for the current year; and 

(b) the objects in each case for which the allotment was made? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) R8.200 is the average grant. The information would not 
therefore justify the time and labour involved in collecting it. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

So, 193. 

Rs. 14,889 as detailed below — 



Rs. 

Bakarganj 

2,300 

Faridpur 

1,215 

Dacca 

668 

Mymensiugli 

450 

Tippera 

1,800 

Noakhali 

550 

Raii^pur 

950 

Malda 

690 

Darjeeling 

50 

Rajshahi 

450 

Khulna 

350 

24-Parganas 

700 

Hooghly 

300 

Murshidabad 

250 

Calcutta 

4,100 


Total ... 14,889 


13 
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QUESTIONS. 


[2nd Apbil, 


Reliof to Co-operative cMitors through Speoial Debt Settlement Boards. 

•1S4. Mauivi MD. ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to stato— 

(a) whether Government are considering the desirability of giving 

any relief to the debtors of the co-operative societies for the 
liquidation of their debts ; and 

(b) if so, when and in what 8hai>e ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Removal of Nangalkot Sub-Registry Office to Bagmara in the district 

of Tippera. 

♦1S5. Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware — 

(/) that Nangalkot Sub-Registry Office was removed to Bagmara, 
l)olice-station Laksham, district Tippera, in December, lil4(); 
and 

(u) that the said office was again removed from Bagmara to 
Laksham on the 28th February, 1941? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, will the lion’ ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the transfer of the said office 
to Laksham has caused inconvenience to the people of Bagmara? 

{d} If so, do the Government contemplate the reopening of the office 
at Bagmara in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a)(i) Yes, the removal was 
sanctioned but the effect was not given pending further consideration. 

(ii) The Sub-Registry Office at Nangalkot instead of being removed 
to Bagmara, on reconsideration, was removed to Laksham. 

(b) On mature consideration it was thought that the op>ening of a 
joint office at Laksham would afford greater relief to the Sub-Registrar 
of Laksham who had to register 7,992 deeds in 1940. 

(c) Yes, but the office is intended more to afford relief to the Sub- 
Registrsir of Laksham than to remove the inconvenience of a particular 
village. 

(d) No. 
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Jalpaiguri Western Duars Market Fund. 

M96. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement on the Jalpaiguri Western Duars Market Funds 
showing — 

(a) the total receipts of this Fund in 1937-38, 1938-39 and 1939-40; 

(h) the amount of expenditure out of this Fund in the years 
referred to in (a) under different heads; 

(c) the j)iirposes for which the proceeds of this Fund can be 

utilised ; 

(d) the opening balance of the Fund on Ist A])ril, 1940; and 

(c) the name of the officer who is the, administrator of this Fund? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): 

Rs. a. p. 

(a) 1937-38 ... 94,951 4 8 

1938- 39 ... 86,781 5 5 

1939- 40 ... 89,062 8 0 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The pur])oses for <\’hich tbe Fund may be ex])ended are the 
following : — 

2st — Fo^ the payment of the establishment required for collection, 
supervision and maintenance of the markets in a proper 
sanitary condition, as also for the construction and main- 
tenance of the quarters of such establishment. 

2nd — For the construction and maintenance of works of public 
utility and convenience in the markets or in connection with 
them, such as sinking of wells, constriu'tion of sheds, public 
necessaries and urinals, planting trees, repair or construc- 
tion of roads leading to markets, etc., as well as for such 
sanitary measures as may be necessary from time to time. 

Srd — For the establishment of new markets. 

4th For such other pur])Oses (for the direct or indirect benefit of 

markets) as may be ajiproved by the Administrator with the 
sanction of the Commissioner. 


(d) R8.45, 202-10. 

{e) The Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaigiiri. 
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StatemerU referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 196 ^ show- 
ing the annual expenditure of market fund under different heads. 



1937-38. 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 


Rs. a. 

Rs. 

a. 

Rs. 

a. 

P. 

I. — General Administration — 

(1) Establishment 

16,865 14 

17,423 

3 

17,608 

5 

0 

(2) Travelling allowance . . 

678 5 

1,253 

6 

1,542 

6 

0 

(3) Contingencies 

5,203 5 

5,702 

11 

5,766 

10 

0 

II. — Improvement works — 

original — 

(1) Building 

16,662 11 

6,321 

11 

4,660 

6 

0 

(2) Wells 

661 13 

590 

13 

277 

4 

0 

(3) Drainage 

l,a57 13 

5,473 

5 

1,918 

11 

0 

(4) Communication 

4,362 9 

12,577 

4 

2,070 

14 

0 

(5) Miscellaneous 

3,163 9 

2,640 

1 

754 

11 

0 


III. — Improvement works — 

repairs — 


(1) Buildings 

3,229 9 

2,993 

14 

4,148 

6 

0 

(2) Wells 

394 9 

388 

2 

312 

0 

0 

(3) Drainage 

129 13 

217 

2 

478 

13 

0 

(4) Communication 

6,759 3 

' 4,698 

6 

5,005 

4 

0 

(5) Miscellaneous 

1,854 3 

3,160 

0 

3,087 

6 

0 

IV. — Printing and stationery 

1,021 11 

638 

2 

' 405 

3 

0 

articles. 

V. — Medical — 

(1) Establishment 

2,774 2 

3,675 

1 

3,684 

10 

0 

(2) Medicines 

1,606 14 

1,259 

13 

1,205 

8 

0 

(3) Contingencies 

118 4 

189 

9 

231 

4 

3 

VI. — Samtation (including burial 

3,200 8 

497 

0 

2,818 

6 

0 

of paupers). 

VII . — ^Miscellaneous — 

(1) Provident Fund contri- 

2,580 14 

1,899 

11 

2,001 

15 

0 

bution and pension con- 
tribution. 

(2) Miscellaneous 

9,733 9 

6,662 

14 

4,427 

2 

0 

Total expenditure 

88,091 2 

82,652 

0 

76,895 

0 

3 
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Expenditure for rural reconstruction works in Bengal. 

M97. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Honble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Rural Recon- 
struction) Department be jdeased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing how much money has been sanctioned for each districi in Bengal 
in 1940-41 for rural reconstruction works? 

•• 

MINISTER in charRe of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement 
is placed on the table. 

Statement referred to in the re phi to starred question .Vo. 1^7 , showing 
grants so far sanctioned out of allotment of ]ts,2,S5 ftOO for 
augmentation of District Officers" discretionary grant for Rural 


Reconstruction in 1940^41. 

Rs. 

Murshidabad 

... 2,300 

Jessore 

... 8.825 

Khulna 

.. 3,674 

Burdwan 

... 7,250 

Birbhum 

... 6,066 

Bankura 

... 5,315 

Malda 

... 1,300 

Rajshahi 

... 6,710 

Pabna 

... 1,515 

Bakarganj 

... 4,664 

Mymensingh 

... 4,983 

Tippera 

... 2,050 

Noakhali 

... 1,950 

Howrah 

... 2,000 

Dinajpur 

... 1,855 

Nadia 

... 1,550 

24-Pargana8 

155 

Darjeeling 

... 2,270 

Jalpaiguri 

... 2,300 

Midnapore 

... 17,450 

• Faridpur 

... 4,200 

Chittagong 

... 1,100 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

... 6,500 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state why a paltry sum of Rs. has been 
spent in the district of tb* 24-Par>raiias ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The moDey is sanction- 
ed according to the requisition made by the Collector. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does it depend entirely 
upon the Collector to enforce the scheme of rural reconstruction? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Collector gets the 
sanction of the (:lovernment, but he is certainly advised by Siibdivi- 
sional Officers. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does the Hon’ble 

Minister mean to say that in the 24-rarganas the scheme of rural 

reconstruction is not undertaken at all? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tliat I cannot say. 
Moreover, this (juestion is directed to get certain statistics. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: My question is also with 
regard to statistics. 

(No answer.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: M ill the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he can tell us that these amounts sanctioned 
have been spent during this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have not enquired inU) 
that. I think the moneys have been spent. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of the work that has been done with 
regard to the rural reconstruction scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us why there has been so much difference in the amounts 
of grants in different districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr- TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already said that 
money is sanctioned' according to the requisitions made by the 
Collectors. If certain Collectors do not come up with proposals, then 
no money is sanctioned. 
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Affiliation and holding a centre examination of the old scheme Junior 
madrasahs of Bengal. 

*198. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMAD ALI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in chargre of the Education Department he 
pleased to state whether there is any provision for affiliation and for 
holding a centre examination of the old s(‘heine junior madrasahs of 
Bengal as is done in the case of new scheme*' junior madrasahs? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister he pleased to state whether the (lovernment contemplate 
making provision for the (dd scheme madrasahs in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No 

(h) The Madrasah Education (’onnnittee made certain recommenda- 
tions regarding the (‘ourses of studies and recognition of old scheme 
junior madrasahs and the institution of a public examination at the 
end of class VI of such madrasahs. The recommendations of the Com- 
mittee, as a whole, are now under the consideration of Government. 

Congestion in the Primary Final Examination Centres in the Jalpaiguri 

district. 

•199. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased 
to lay on the table a ‘Statement showing — 

(?) the number of candidates wdio appeared in the l^rimai’y Final 
Examination in the Jalpaiguri district in Ihdf) and in 
1940, respectively ; and 

(li) the number of I’rimary Final Examination centres in the 
Jalpaiguri district in 19*19 and in 1940, respectively; their 
names and number of s<iuare miles servetl by each centre? 

(b) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that in these centres last year, 
the little examinees and their guardians had to experience untold 
hardship and were put to unnecessary high expenses for want of proper 
residential accommodations and for going to these centres from very 
long distances? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that each oi these examination 
centres last year was overcongested? 

(d) Is it a fact that under the rules in the Bengal Education Code, 
a centre can be provided, only if there are 50 candidates for Primary 
Final Examination? 
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The Hoil’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) {i) 471 and 785 candi- 
dates appeared at the Primary (Maktab) Final Examination in 1939 
and 1940, respectively. 

(ii') Four centres, namely, (1) Jalpaiguri, (2) Mainaguri, (3) Pat- 
gram and (4) Alipur Duars. The number of square miles served by each 
centre cannot be exactly ascertained as the examinees from any part 
of the district can appear at the examination at any of the centres. 

(b) There was no such report, but probably there was some hard- 
ship. There are however very few other places in the district where 
facilities for accommodation are available. 

(c) No such report was received. 

(d) No. 

Primary Final Examination in the Jalpaiguri district. 

•200. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education I)ei)artment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the rate of examination fees realised by the Government last 
year from candidates for Primary Final Examination in the 
Jalpaiguri district; 

(ti) the total amount of such fees realised in 1939 and in 1940 
respectively from the Jalpaiguri district; 

{ill) the amounts spent, during the years 1939 and 1940, out of the 
fees, for the following: — 

(1) examiners, 

(2) invigilators, 

(3) clerks attached to the office of the Inspector of 
Schools, Rajshahi Division, 

(4) clerks attached to the office of the District Inspector 
of Schools, 

(5) officers of the Inspecting Department, 

(6) cost of printing question papers, descriptive rolls, 
etc., 

(7) cost of stationeries actually required for the examina- 
tion, and 

(8) menials; and 

(iv) the total number of examiners appointed for 1939 and 1940, 
respectively*, for the Jalpaiguri district, and the number 
of them who are Government servants? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the nature of the 
work done by the Inspecting Officers, the clerks of the Divisional 
Inspector of Schools, and the District Inspector of Schools ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (i) to {in) A state- 

ment is laid on the table. 

(iv) Examiners are appointed for the whole of Division and not 
for individual districts, So the number of examiners for Jalpaiguri 
district cannot be supplied. 

(h) The Divisional Inspector appoints pa]>er-setier.s and examiners, 
gets papers moderated, printed and distributed to different centres and 
finally declares results and issiies ]mss certificates. 

All the clerical work in connection \\ith the conduct of the Primary 
(Maktab) Final Examination is done by the assistants of office of the 
Inspector of Schools, Pajshalii Division. It is the duty of the office 
of the District Inspector of Schools to tabulate the marks sup])lied by 
the examiners and distribute the admit cards and pass certificates to 
candidates of their res])ective districts. This work is done liy the 
Inspecting Officers of the districts with the help of the clerks in their 
offices. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) (i) to (hi) of starred 
quebtion No. 2(K}. 


{i) Re.l per candidate. 



Rs. 

as. 

P- 

(u) 1939 . 

... 547 

0 

0 

1940 

... 918 

0 

0 

(m) (1) 1939 

.. 298 

5 

6 

1940 

... 496 

15 

0 

(2) 1939 

... 19 

8 

0 

1940 

... 29 

4 

0 

(3) 1939 

... 28 

0 

0 

1940 

... 775 

0 

0 

(4) 1939 

... 32 

8 

0 

1940 

... 400 

0 

0 

(5) Nil, 




(6) 1939 

... 55 

0 

0 

1940 

... 92 

0 

0 

(7) 1939 

... 51 

5 

0 

1940 

... 113 

0 

6 

(8) 1939 

2 

0 

0 

1940 

... 24 

0 

0 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

FrM-studantship of Govern mont echolarthip-holders. 

77. Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government scholarship-holders are entitled to free- 
studentships ? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister b.e pleased to state whether the scholarship-holders are entitled 
lO get refund of their tuition fees paid before the publication of the 
scholarship list in the Gazette? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes, the holders of 
school, junior and senior scholarships only. 

{h) Yes. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With leteieiue to {h), will the 
Ilon’ble Minister bo pleased to stale what steps does he propose to take 
in case any institution withholds an\ payment of refund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have enough 
lime to make enquiries and take whatever steps may be called for. 

8tatus of the Jatrapur Junior Madrasah in Rangpur district. 

78. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state wdiether it is a 
fact that the Jatrapur Junior Madrasah in police-station Kurigram, 
district Rangpur, has after twenty years of its existence, lowered its 
status to a lower primary inaktab for want of financial help either from 
Government or from District School Board ? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

{i) whether the maktab has been inspected during this year or the 
year preceding; and 

(n) whether any grant has been proposed for it ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) {ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The Jatrapur Madrasah 
in police-station Kurigram could not fulfil the minimum requirements 
of a junior madrasah; so it was not recognised by the Education 
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Department and as such remained unaided. It was lowered to the 
status of a maktab as the local people were unable to run the madrasah 
in a full-fledged state. 

(b) (i) The maktab was visited on the 7th March, 1940, by the 
District Inspector of Schools, Raugpur. 

(u) No. 

(c) There is a Board-managed primary school close to the maklah. 
The Survey Committee formed by the District School Board has not 
recommended retention of the maktab. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Having oh tained your consent, 
Mr. Speaker, I now ask tor leave to inov" tlie adjournment motion, 
of which 1 liave given notice, that this House do now adjourn to 
discuss a definite mattei' of urgent public importance and also of recent 
occurrence, namely, the order issued by the Home Department, Oovern- 
ernmerit of Bengal, and served on the Jhnuk Ihisuuuifi newspaper of 
Cah'utta on Friday, the 2Sth March, 1941, at (\ p.m, which prohibits--- 

(a) the turther publication, sale or distribut ion of the issue of the 
• Da'nul Bmumnti, dated 9th Cbm fra, 1‘UT B.S., equivalent 

to 2drd March, 1941; and 

(h) the publication, sale or distribution tor a period of twenty-on(‘ 
days from the date of MTvice of the said order of any sub- 
sequent issue of the said Jkunik Bmiinn/iti newspaper and 
which forfeited to HIn Majesty all copies wherever found 
of the said issue of the Dmmk Ba^utnaii newspaper, dated 
the 2drd March, 1941, and any docunomt containing c(»pies, 
reprints or translation.^ of or extracts from the said issue. 

1 have annexed to that a .statement tor which 

Mr. SPEAKER: I b ave n«»w to decide whether this motion is in 
order. May I know first what (rovernment have got to say. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the question 
whether it is in order is concerned, I hav'e nothing to say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have read the original .statement, and I hold, in 
view of the nature of the .statement as it is, that the motion is in order. 
Is there any objection P (No objection w'as raised.) As there is no 
objecfion, I would like those gentlemen who are in lavour of the motion 
to kindly rise in their seats. 

(More than fifty members rose in their seats.) 
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As more than the requisite number is there, I hold that the motion 
will be iaken up immediately after the special motion business is 
finished or at 6-30 p.m. whichever is earlier. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am afraid, Sir, under the 
rules you have got to fix a definite time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As 1 read the English language, I think, 
“immediately after tlie resohnion business is finished” is a definite 
time; moreover, I am the final aullmrity to decide and interpret these 
rules. (Laughter.) 


8pecial Motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I hcg to move that 
this Assembly 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. May I invite your attention to rule Oo of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Pr<»cedure Pules where it is laid down that for any such 
motion to he brought before ilie House the matter must he of general 
public interest and that no discussion on such a matter shall take ])lace 
otherwise than on a resolution moved in accoidance with these rules 
except with the consent of the Speaker or of the Minister to whose 
department the motion relates. No motion shall he admissible if it 
relates Ui a matter which is not primarily the concern of a Provincial 
Government. In this motion the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister seeks 
to introduce the question of the capture of Keren and Harrar which 
does not relate to the department of any particular Minister of this 
Government or the Provincial Government as a whole. Then in the 
latter part of this resolution he refers to the question of Indian soldiers 
having taken part in those actions. That is also a matter which is 
wholly outside the jurisdiction of this Provincial Government and does 
not relate to any department or any Minister of this province. There- 
fore, I submit that under the rules this motion is wholly out of order. 
This special motion procedure has been provided with a view to enable 
you. Sir, when you think fit to allow motions relating to any depart- 
ment of a Minister or concern of the Provincial Government which may 
come up with such a motion at short notice on grounds of urgency. 
But I do not think that the capture of Keren and Harrar or the part 
which the Indian troops have played in it is at all a matter of .^ny 
general public interest or of any urgency, apart from any other con^ 
sideration. Moreover, the Bengal Government have got no means of 
giving us actual facts in this matter, not to speak of the question of 
this subject forming a part of this Provincial Government at all. Sir, 
we are getting various news in the newspapers 
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Mf> SPEAKER! But this has iiothinir to do with newspaper 
reports. 

Mti NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, iny submission 
is that the facts stated are not authentic and beyond the authority of 
the Government ; on all these grounds this motion is wholly inadmis- 
sible. It should be declared as bein^ out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ] ha\e heard Mr. Dutta Mazumdar veiy carefullx 
while he was making- out a case in sup]>ort of his point of order that 
the motion vvhiidi the Iloirble tlie (diiet Minister is ^•oin^’ to plaie 
before the House is out of order, beiuL*’ a subject which does not relate 
to any department of this Go\ernmenT or to any Minister. 1 must 
admit that so far as the movement i)f any Armv, Navy or Air Fort'e 
is (oncerned, that does not concern any department of this (lovernment 
or fall within the portfidio of anv of oui' MinisliTs. But surely a 
matter as to whether we in Bengal or any section of people in Benj^^al 
or this Assembly can c-ive expression to their feelinc* in (‘oiii^ratulatinc- 
the Indian soldiers on their acliievenient is a question which, althouj^h 
these Indian siddiers may not concern any dejiartnieiit of this Govern- 
ment or come under the portfolio of any Minister, is certainly within 
the jurisdi(;tion of this Jliuise This expression of your •feeling — 
whether some of you agree with that feeling 4»r not is altogether a 
different question — is a matter which, although it may not concern 
the portfolio of any Minister, can certainly be a concern of this House. 
I hold therefore that for the time being this motion is in order. 

The Hon»b»e Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that a message of its sincerest rejoicing 
may be conveyed through His tixcellency the Governor of Bengal and 
through His Excellency the Goinmander in Ghief to Sir Anhibald 
Wavell at the capture of Keren, Harrar and Asmara. 

This Assembly further conveys its warmest congratulations to tlie 
Indian soldiers and other ranks of the Imjierial Forces on the 
conspicuously gallant part played bv them in bringing about these 
successes. 

Sir, I do not think I need say mmdi in commending this special 
motion to the reasonable section of this House. The victories to whi( h 
I refer are not merely local in character but are likely to have 
repercussions elsewhere so far as the conduct of the war is conc.erned. 
India has been proud to learn that Indian battalions fighting side bv 
side wdth the other units of the Imperial Forces under great dis- 
advantages, pliysical and geographical and otherwise, have done fine 
things in Libya, followed them uji by fine things in Eritrea. It may 
not perhaps be known to the general public in this country that the 
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whole of the oounlryside is aroused to hear of the part taken by on 
troops. Indians with other soldiers adjiiste^d themselves with remark 
able versatility and broke the defence down with their energy, resource 
and general competence. His Majesty the King-Emperor has beei 
pleased to congratulate the Indian soldier^. In a cable to the Viceroy 
he has said that the victory against the vast and heavy odds has adder 
fresh laurels to India’s military renown, words that will be appreciat- 
ed to rouse this land. 1 think, Sir, it is ])ut fitting that we shoulc 
convey through the proper channel not merely our rejoicings at the 
achievements of our countrymen in this distant land, but we shoulr 
record in this Assembly that we appreciate the message of Hij- 
Gracious Majesty the King-Emperoi- and that we reciprocate the 
gracious sentiments expressed therein and that we hope that these 
signal victories in Africa will only be precuisors of still more glorious 
victories and bring the war to a successful termination to the glory ot 
Britain and to the lasting advantage of India. (Applause from the 
European Benches.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: t)n a point of information, Sir 
Will the Hoirble Minister please enligliten us as to how many Indiar 
soldiers have been killed m this honourable enterprise? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That h as nothing to do with tbe motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR; Sir, I draw youi 
attention to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Half a second please. Mr. Hashemy, do you 
move your motion? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is my motion in order, 
Sir? If it is in order, let me move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the difference in form? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The ditference is that I 
am not sending my rejoicings to Hi> Majesty the King-Emperor. [ 
am sending my rejoicings to tlie Indian s<ddiers. That is the differenc^e. 
I have left out the first paragraph and I am taking the second para- 
graph of the original motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got the words “through the proper 
channel.” Do you mean by that through post oflfice or telegraph 
office? 



1941.] 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


205: 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The proper channel is 
in the orij^inal resolution. I do not know the channel. The Chief 
Minister knows the proper channel. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lie has since chang#^d it. 

Mr. KhMraJa 8HAHABUDDIN: May I iMiint out, Sir, that the 
resolution that has been read out by the Chief Minister has been 
amended to read “through His Excellency the Governor and Hu- 
Execllency the Commander-iii-Chiet.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ih ave permitted the change in view of the natuio 
of the resolution, hut it is veiy inconvenient if at the very last moment 
changes are made. I think it sln'iild he realised hy Government tluit 
even in a matter like this there ought to he somehodv to look after 
this business. Just now there has been objection on this side (indicat- 
ing the Opposition) and it i.s very natural. As a matter of fact, I 
have not been supplied with a copy. 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: iMay I i>H)int out most 
respectfully, Sir, that this is not a matter for any kind of levity ^ If 
we are agreed that we are proud of the achievements of the Indian* 
'soldiers in distant lands, if we are agreed on that, if we are agreed* 
that the message ot ilis Majesty the King-Emperor should he appreciat- 
ed, I do not see, Sir, why there should he so much quarrel over words. 

I do not see why it should he treated as a mere ordinary resolution 
over which there may he a quarrel as regards sentences, phrases and’ 
other things. T^et us see that this resolution in whatever form he 
accepted hy the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far a^ Mr. Ha.shemy’s mhtion is concerned, 
the change is that the words “to His Imperial Majesty” are not there. 
Now the usual channel is His Excellency the Governor and the- 
Commander-in-diief . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR: Not under this rule. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In that case I will only 
oppose this motion. I will not move my motion ^ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR:. Sir, may 1 draw your 
attention to the notice of amendments P 1 gave notice of two amend- 
ments. I have been informed that one amendment has been disallowed 
by you. As regards anothei amendment, I have received nd lettei 
cr communication. I have just received this chit after entering this 
hall which gives a typed copy^ of my amendment with something 
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written in ink therein. 1 do not know what lias been your ruling on 
my amendment. I was quite in time while giving notice, and I should 
like to have your definite ruling on ray amendment. I am not sure 
whether the one amendment which you have disallowed could not be 
admissible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: L et Mr. Hashemy speak. In the meantime, I 
will look into your point. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to oppose the special motion moved by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 
Sir, in rising to oppose the motion, I should like to make it perfectly 
clear that we have got nothing to do with the success at the oatTie< of 
Keren and Harrar and other places. Frankly speaking, Sir, the 
capture of Keren and Harrar is nothing to us. They have passed only 
from one hand to the other, from one Imperialist to another Imperialist. 
The position of Keren and Harrar can be no better described than the 
proverb that they are “from the frying pan into the fire.” Sir, this 
Keren in Eritrea and this Harrar in Abyssinia were very recently 
occupied by Italians. Sir, w e have not forgotten those da> s w hen 
bombs from the air were throwui on innocent children and women of 
Ethiopia and that no democratic countries of Europe raised their little 
fingers to help the last man-killing in Africa. Sir, such is the i‘ase of 
Keren in Eritrea. Frankly speaking, to us British Imperialism is 
the same as Italian Fascism. Italian Fascism is equivalent to British 
Imperialism so far as their possessions in Africa and Asia are concerned. 

Sir, I had a mind to congratulate the Indian soldiers only on the 
ground that these soldiers have proved their worth, have proved their 
efficien(*y, have proved their military genius to the comity of nations. 
But, Sir, now 1 realise that they are no better than mercenary soldiers. 
They have gone there not for the cause of India, not for the cause of 
freedom of India, but for perpetuating British Imperialism. (Cheers 
from Opposition Benches.) 

Sir, w’e have not been able to understand the w^ar aims of the 
Britishers. Unless we know what is their war aims, we have no 
ground to support anything that is coming on. Sir, the history of 
Indian soldiers is a history of efficiency, the history of Indian soldiers 
is a history of military genius. But, Sir, during the regime of British 
Imperialism in India they have gone down so far that during these 
200 years their position has not been raised above subedars and 
havildars in the rank of military officers. Sir, tor the last 200 years 
they have given their lives, thej’ have sacrificed the peace of their 
hearths and homes for the perpetuation of slaveries in different 
countries. The reward is that they are yet havildars, subedars and 
jamadars in the Army and all the higher ranks are reserved for British 
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soldiers. Sir, the method of recruitment of Indian soldiers is not 
unknown to us. It would not be out of place to discuss the report of 
Sir Sankaran Nair regarding the recruitment of soldiers from the 
Punjab. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Please don’t refer to all that. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: No, Sir. We know, Sir, 
the position of Indian soldiers. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
come forward to congratulate the Indian soldiers. May I ask him for 
what earthly reason he is going to congratulate the Indian soldiers? 
What is it they are fighting for? AVe could understand this resolution 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister if, after the capture of Keren and 
Harrar the British Government would come forward to declare 
independence. But, Sir, up till now they have not declared independ- 
ence of Eritrea or Abyssinia. I am perfectly sure if the whole of 
Ethiopia and the whole of Eritrea is captured by the British Govern- 
ment, they will be kept under perpetual ocxmpation as they have done 
in the past. We know, Sir, from history that these white bureaucrats 
or white Imperialists have no sympathy with black things of either 
Asia or Africa. Therefore, I feel we have got no ground to stand on 
for rejoicing over the success of Britishers in the battles of Kereti and 
Harrao’. Far from congratulating the Indian soldiers we condemn 
their action and we do it rightly. (Cries of “shame” from the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, and counter-<Ties of “shame” from the Congress 
Benches.) I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to go to the field 
of battle instead of sitting peacefully on his fjuddi and declaring 
“shame.” Shame on him who is sitting there I Had he that courage 
he would have gone to the fields of battle in Eritrea and Ethiopia. 
(Mr. Atul Chandim Sen: He will go.) He will go and declare 
“shame” there. It is no use dilating on the subject that il is not a 
matter of this province at all. It is a mere flatterv. This sort of 

resolution has no other meaning than the flatterv of the British 

Government. AVe have searched into the meaning of tlie resolution, but 
we don't find any other meaning. Possibly, Sir Sikander Ilyat Khan, 
the Chief Minister of the Punjab, moved such a resolution in the I*unjab 
Assembly and^our Chief Minister has followed suit and nothing else. 
Sir Sikander Hyat Khan might have some justification in congratulat- 
ing the soldiers of the Punjab. He himself is a soldier and has sent 
his son to the battle-field. But, Sir, these Ministers of Bengal have 
neither sent their sons nor any of their relations to the battle front 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I am afraid you are going much beyond the 
scope of the resolution. The only question is whether you are to 

congratulate or not. All other questions are wholly irrelevant. Let us 

carry on this debate at least in a manner in which it ought to be 
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conducted. Please don’t think that I am standing in opposition to 
j^ou. What has got a particular Minister or a particular member to 
do if he has not himself joined the Army or sent his son to the battle- 
front ? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs I don’t attribute motives. 
As we have got nothing to do with the capture of Keren or Harrar, I 
oppose this motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs What is your ruling, 
Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have found that both the motions are not in 
order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. In moving this motion, 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has proposed to convey the congratula- 
tions of this House to His Imperial Majesty on account of the capture 
of Keren and Harrar. We know, as the i)revious speaker ha^ already 
referred to it, that in utter disregard of all international agreeinents, 
in utter disregard of the Covenant of the Tveague of Nations, Ab\ssinia 
was callously betrayed and most mercilessly and brutally handed over 
to Italian aggression. Sir, if there was any power that was responsible 
for the capture of the whole of Abyssinia by a foreign Government, for 
the war of Africa, as a sequel to which Keren and Harrar have (‘hanged 
hands, as has already been aptly said, from one set of aggressors to 
another, ])erhaps a more subtle, cunning and a bloodier type of 
aggressor, it was the British. It will not do for us to forget to-day 
that if the British (jovernment had stood u]) by the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, if the British Government had faithfully .Ntood up 
by the (jovernment of France in those days, there would have been no 
war of Abyssinia, Abyssinia to-day would have remained a free 
country. Keren, Harrar or Abyssinia need not have })assed to Italian 
hands and from Italian hands to British hands — poor consolation indeed 
for Abyssinians. We find it amazing that from the province of 
Bengal one honourable member acting as the Hon’ble the (^hief 
Minister, speaking in the name of the people of Bengal, comes forward 
wdth a resolution of this kind, A resolution of this kind if allowed to 
pass will stand testimony to the whole world of the utter shamelessness 
of this Ministi^^ of our lack of sense of honour of this House. The 
people of Bengal who are themselves striving to-day in common with 
the people of India for the freedom of the country have got nothing 
w’hatsoever to rejoice at the fall of Keren and Harrar from Italian 
hands to British hands. We shall rejoice on that day and that day 
alone when Keren and Harrar will be reconquered by the people of the 
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country with sword in hand, with arms of the people to niatcli the 
arms of the a^f^ressors — when they will drive the British and the 
Italians out lock, stock and barrel. We know that oftentimes in the 
war the British Government have always professed to be fi^htin^’ for 
freedom, for democracy. On a previous occasion the honourable 
Leader of the Opposition had occasion to point out that the last war of 
freedom, of democracy, ended up by the British swallowing about one 
million square miles of territory. Sir, here we find another example 
in the case of Keren and Harrar, and in what is going: on in Ab\s>sinia. 
We know what was the fate of Egypt. The promise of liberation of 
the British Government to Egypt was never redeemed. Sir. tor the 
purpose of keeping the people down they are no respector of race, 
religion, caste, or creed. Ireland is an evidence of that. In Ireland, 
in Christian Ireland, the bloodiest repression and tyranny were carried 
on by the British Government. Who does not know of the Black and 
Tans’ deeds in Ireland? To-day it is also proposed to congratulate the 
Indian soldiers for acting as mercenaries in the pay of the British 
Government who, we are told, have taken a conspicuously gallant part 
in these campaigns of Keren and Harrar. One cannot but feel sorry 
that Indian soldiers should have been employed in a despicable action 
of this kind. India is not considered free, to the shame of every 
Indian, to the shame of our friends on the Coalition side as well as 
on this side, to bear arms. Indians are not considered fit to be granted 
arms for their self-defimce. We do not forget the Arms Act. Indians 
are only allowed to lioltl arms when they are asked to go at the bidiest 
of their masters to do their expl(»its in foreign lands. To our >iianie 
we also remember that Indian soldiers, Hindus and Muslims alike, 
were employed against 'i'urkey in the last war. Tlic emjdoynnjit of 
these men in the bombardment of M(‘cca and Medina, can mMtli'O be 
forgotten nor forgiven by any Indian, tar less by an\ freedom-loving 
man, or even by a Mussalman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don't think that it is a matter which can 
legitimately be considered relevant. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 am sorrN , I cjmnot 
help these feelings coming uppermost in my mind, with regard to the 
question of the use of Indian soldiers. When the Hon hh* tin* (diief 
Minister proposes to convey his warmest congratulations to Indian 
soldiers, I for one cannot but hang down my head in shame. J here 
has been other news fr{)iu other sources which have also to be considered. 
AVe know. Sir, that the Indian soldiers have been treated not in a 
satisfactory manner in the battle-field of Egypt. Indian soldier^ and 
Indiah lorry-drivers working over there were asked to do the handling 
of goods, were asked to work as coolies, while the Australian or British 
soldiers were standing aside. And when self-respecting Indians refused 
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to do that work, which was contrary to the terms they had signed in 
and in violation of their contract, they were threatened, they were 
court-martialled, and fifty Indian soldiers were shot down with a view 
to intimidating others who might refuse to do the work of a coolie. 
(Cries of “Shame, shame” from the Congress Benches.) I challenge 
the British Government to contradict this. I know. Sir, no department 
of the Ministry is concerned with that. I know the responsibility that 
attaches to a statement of this nature, and with the full sense of respon- 
sibility I offer this challenge to the British Government to disprove and 
contradict this. I challenge the British Government to allow a 
committee of enquiry composed of Indians to go to the battle-field of 
Egypt to find out what happened there. But when after shooting dowm 
fifty Indian soldiers it was found that the Indian soldiers’ will could 
not be broken, they could not be brought to their knees, the authorities 
relented,, and the Indian soldiers were exempted from doing that dirty 
work of coolies which the Australian and the British were not doing, 
and they stuck to their post even at the cost of their lives. That is 
another aspect of how Indian soldiers are being treated there. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister who is noted tor his eloquence, 
his brilliance, his ready wit and his power to convey his thoughts, 
found it impossible, while moving this resolution which he read out 
from a slip of paper written down at his master’s behest, to bring intp 
display those rare qualities. In these circumstances, when the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister has come forward with this resolution, I cannot 
help feeling that it is a piece of abject hypocrisy, it is a piece of abject 
shame under the compulsion and coercion of which the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister has been obliged to stand up and move a motion in 
which there is no heart behind it, no sincerity behind it, and it is for 
that reason that he has not been able to give vent to his natural flow 
of spontaneous eloquence in describing what he was tutored to call 
the heroic achievements of the Indian soldiers. 

Sir, we shall certainly congratulate our Indian soldiers, we shall 
certainly congratulate them when they like the soldiers of Great 
Britain will stand undaunted for the defence of their motherland, 
when they will stand for the defence of India. How preposterous 
would it seem. Sir, if even to-day we hear of English mercenaries in 
the service of Hitler conquering Austria and the British Parliament 
being called upon to congratulate those mercenary soldiers on such 
heroic achievement? If Indians as soldiers, as civilians, as citizens, 
as a freedom-loving people, are entitled to hold up arms to meet our 
approval, that shall be only for the liberation of their dear mother- 
land. The Government of India has been raising the bogey of the 
necessity of the defence of India and the fear of invasion of India. 
Sir, as for the fear of invasion of India, if there is anybody who can 
afford to defend India, it is the Indian people when ihey realise that 
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they have something worth while defending. It is well known what 
sentiments have been expressed time and again in times of war when 
our English masters have threatened us Indians with the consequences 
of war, — at worst a change of masters while the slaves go on. AVell, 
Sir, I need not quote what has been said b\ eminent men that masters 
might change but the slave must go on. Only on that day when the 
people would rise in rebellion that they would be justified in lending 
their ears to the question of war. If an Indian peasant is asked about 
the threat of foreign aggression and the fear of the Oerman.s coming 
and taking the place of the British in India, his reply is, 

Sir, that is the genuine feeling of the whole of India, li the pest 
of British Imperialism remains on the shoulders of India, if wv rtnnain 
yoked to the wheels of British Imperialism, it matters very little 
whether we are under British rulers or under (lerman rulers, and it is 
no wonder therefore that change of rulers means littb‘ to the common 
men. I, for one, shall very much welcome that, it \\ e tail to win 
freedom, the worst tyrants should rule over us. 1 for one shall welcome 
a rule b> the w’orst form of tyrants rather than by a benevolent foreign 
ruler so that its tyranny might rouse the dull brains and scuises of (‘ven 
some of the Hon’ble Ministers as we find over there, .so that tht'V might 
also rise and join the ranks of rebels, of the people rising in rebellion 
lor the freedom of their countrx . 1 wmuld congratulate the Indian 

soldiers when like the .soldiers of Massaryck the> w'ould rise in rebellion 
against their British officers and wdll mandi on under tlu‘ bnubu’ship of 
Indian Generals as a legion for the liberation of the motherland That 
wull be the occasion. Sir, w'hen I shall congratulate our own soldiers. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is very 
difficult for me to understand how’ anybody can rejoice at tin* misl()rtune 
of others. Harrar and Keren have been bombarded, destroyed, 
demolished and looted by foreigners, and here I find some gentlemen 
who are not ashamed of giving expression to their savage pleasure and 
brutal rejoice at the sight of the destruction of two fine citi<*^, one in 
Abyssinia and the other in Eritrea, tbily two days back, Mr. Speaker, 
I found some gentlemen here, some of the Hon’ble Ministers, giving 
expression to their feelings of sympathy and kindness for the unfor- 
tunate victims of bombs in London. But wdiere is that feclirig of 
sympathy and kindness on their part now when we find that these two 
fine towns have been destroyed? Instead of that we find to-day that 
these Ministers are rejoicing at the de.struction of these tw’o ancient 
towns and proposing to send a word of congratulation to those who have 
been responsible for their destruction. I wmnder how they could cjiunge 
their .colours in this fashion w ithin these tw’o short days. 

Mr. Speaker, Harrar and Keren have been razed to the grf)und and 
rendered desolate, and not only men but wmmen and children have had 
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to suffer where people have been bombed either by the Italians or by 
the British, where ancient monuments and many other fine buildings 
have been destroyed. I am therefore painfully surprised to find that 
all the finer human feeliitgs of sympathy which these Ministers possess 
are reserved for the British men, women and children, especially the 
London air raid victims. Are not these unfortunate human beings of 
Harrar and Keren fellow human beings? The only distinction that 
can be drawn between them and the London air raid victims is that they 
are black people while the Londoners are white. Are these Ministers 
so docile as to give expression to their feelings of sympathy and 
kindness onlj^ according to the wishes of their superior masters 

Th6 Hon’blo MPi H. $■ SUHRAWARDY; On a point of order, 
Sir. May I point out that this rejoicing is for the defeat of the Italian 
Army and that it has nothing to do with the bombing of the innocent 
people of Harrar and Keren. I submit therefore that the honourable 
member is wholly irrelevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite admit that, but sometimes it is difficult 
to keep pace with the irrelevancies in the House. (Laughter.) 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 submit tint ever\ Mussal- 
man, no matter whether he is a Mussalman of India or a Mussalman 
of any other part of the world should have a word of sympathy for these 
unfortunate Mussalmans of Harrar and Keren. Will the Muslims of 
India forget that these people of Abyssinia gave shelter to the first 
batch of refugees from Mecca . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You are going into wholly irrelevant 
ground. You can refer to such matters in passing, but you cannot 
certainly develop your argument on them. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 am not going to develop that 
point. Sir. As a passing remark I was going to say that we, the 
Mussalmans of India, should rather show our sympathy with the unfor- 
tunate Muslims of Harrar and Keren which gave shelter to one of the 
finest batches of Muslim refugees from Mecca 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Again, Mr. Sarkar, you are on irrelevant ground. 
May I tell you that there is nothing in this resolution about the 
position of the civil population of Harrar and Keren ; it simply refers 
to the capture of those two towns. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I was submitting that there 
was no cause for our rejoicings. Sir. We are as good slaves as the 
people of Harrar and Keren are. It does not matter much whether the 
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Italians are defeated or not; for if the Italians are defeated and the 
English people win, it only means the perpetuation of our slavery. 
And if English people want our slavery to be perpetuated for ever, how 
can people rejoice at the destruction of people who are similarly placed, 
similarly disgraced, similarly suppressed and oppressed by Imperialist 
nations? The people of Harrar and Keren are not at fault. They are 
innocent people. Two warring nations come from Europe — one English 
and another Italian — and they fight over these beautiful cities and 
destroy them. Where is the (*ause of pleasure? How can a man with 
genuine humanitarian feelings rejoice at the destruction of two towns 
and of innocent people, women and children of those places? I wonder, 
Sir, at the change which has taken pla(‘e within two da>s in the mind 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. He has shown his sympathy, a fine 
feeling for the men, women and children of London. Rut (‘an he not 
turn his resolution, can he not shape his resolution so that he can show 
his sympathy, his kindness, his inter-national obligation and this and 
that for the poor distres.sed people of these unfortunate towns? I 
wonder how this is possible, and how within less than a week peojde can 
change in that way. 

Further, Sir, I submit, Mr. Speaker, that our soldiers are not 
practically soldiers of the nation in the true sense of the term. These 
poor people were ordered by the British Imperialists to take the liberty 
of other nations. History tells us the story of 200 years, namely, that 
Indian scddiers, the finest land soldiers of the world, have been used by 
these British Imperialists t() bring slavery on the people of Africa 

Mr. SPEAKER: That kind of argument has been made by 
Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar. You better develop some other 
argument. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, this time we have no 
cause for congratulation. Rather we should hang down our heads in 
shame that our people, our soldiers, have been exploited and have been 
allowed to be ordered to destroy the finest cities of Africa. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose, and that vehemently and with all 
the force that I can command, the resolution moved by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister, a resolution which was inspired and which was 
ordered to be moved by somebody 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Sarkar, you must withdraw 
the last expression. You have no right to say that the Chief Minister 
or any member of the House has been or expecds to be ordered by 
anybody to do anything. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Sir, that part of my statement 
may be treated as withdrawn. 



212 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[2nd Apeil, 


Mfi W. At Mi WALKERS Mr. Speaker^ it afPords me great 
pleasure to support the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 
It was with considerable gratification that we in this Party learned of 
the Chief Minister’s intention to move such a resolution ; gratification, 
because it gives us an opportunity in public to pay our humble tribute 
to those responsible for the achievement of these magnificent victories. 

There is not much that I can add to what the Chief Minister has 
already said. All of us have been thrilled at the brilliant and daring 
exploits of the Imperial Armies in the Middle East as they have gone 
on from one success to another. These victories could only have been 
achieved by the brilliant strategy of Oeneral Wavell and his staff 
together with the loyalty, daring and bravery of the troops under his 
command. 

I need hardly stress the importance of these successes from the 
point of view of the defence of India to whom this battle of the Middle 
East is of such vital interest. 

The strenuous opposition put up by the Italians sliows the 
importance they attached to Keren — the battle was a long and arduous 
struggle which has ended in a magnificent victory, and it is our 
humble privilege to pay homage to those who have borne the heat and 
burden of the campaign. 

We desire, Sir, in particular to rejoice at the glorious part played 
by our Indian soldiers in these victories. Theirs has been a fine record 
of endurance and courage and once again as in the past thej^ have writ 
their names large on the pages of the history of this Empire, 

Sir, I deem it a very great honour to associate my Party with the 
resolution moved by the Chief Minister and with the messages of 
sincere congratulations which this House will ask you to convey to 
those who have brought about the victories of Keren and Harrar. 

I have listened very carefully. Sir, to all that has been said by 
members on the right, but I feel sure that the rest of the House will 
agree with me that it should be treated with the silent contempt that 
it deserves. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, my Group and myself 
associate ourselves wholeheartedly with the resolution that has been 
placed so eloquently before this House by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. 

Sir, an attempt has been made by some members to raise political 
issues in connection with the present discussion. I do not see how 
there could be any room for introduction of such an element in connec- 
tion with what the Chief Minister has moved. Sir, something has been 
said about the Indian troops defending India only. Africa is so close 
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to India, Sir, that the defence of the position and the military opera- 
tions there vitally affected the safety of India. Think for one moment 
that these operations hud not ended as su(‘cessfully as luckily they 
have. Would not there have been a])prehension in India? It would 
have meant further Italian advan(‘e towards the east. I do not know 
whether any of my friends here would have liked such a contingency. 
We are practically fighting the battle of India on the Italian soil, and 
we cannot but congratulate the officers and men who are making sacri- 
fices, sacrificing their lives for the safety amongst others of our own 
country. Sir, ours should be a feeling not only of felicitation but of deep 
gratitude to the men who are fighting India’s battles in Africa. It should 
always be borne in mind that we cannot take a narrow view of these 
things and try to introduce considerations which have been suggested 
by some on the discussion of this resolution. At this stage, a general 
discussion of political grievances is, I believe, a most irrelevant use of 
the ojiportunity given by a resolution of this characder. 

With these words, Sir, I wholeheartcdl\ associate m\sclf with what 
the Chief Minister has said. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me tell you at the 
very outset that I feel myself extremely hapjiy at the victory of the 
Enemies of Fascist Italy in Africa. The reason for this joy is not due 
to my loyalty to my rulers or to the brilliance of Indian soldiers at the 
battlefields. My sym])athies are with Abyssinia. >>ir, as you are 
aware, the entire Muslim world is deeply indebted and 1 as a member 
of the Muslim w^orld community am deeply indebted for our very 
existence, for the existeu(‘e and spread of Islam, to the counti’j of 
Abyssinia. As you know'. Sir, at the very outset when our Projdiet 
Muhammad started preaching his religion, hi»s gospel to the i)eople, he 
and his party were severely persecuted. At that time, the Prophet 
had to send a batch to Abyssinia for protection. There the I’rophet’s 
greatest enemy went and requested the Emperor not to listen to what 
the Prophet said. But, Sir, the King of Abyssinia gave protection to 
the Prophet’s men and to this to a very great extent is due the subse- 
quent success of Islam and the civilization that has been built upon 
it. »Sir, only the other day the King of Abyssinia and the Abyssinians 
as a nation w'ere turned into slaves by this Fascist Italy. (Mr. Nihak- 
ENDu Dutta Mazumdar : Aided by the British.) May be. I know 
that this victory of the British people in Abyssinia and Africa may not 
"mean liberation of Abyssinia or the reinstatement of the Emj)eror 
on his throne. Sir, even if it does not mean that, I have cause for 
rejoicing at the victory because I am certain the British j»eoj)le will 
not make the King of Abyssinia and his people homeless and helpless 
and will not deprive them of all their pow'er and jiosition a-^ the 
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Italians did. They will at least keep Ab5"8sinia as one of their pro- 
tectorates. (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : Miserable !) That is something 
better than nothing. That is my main reason why I feel happy over 
these victories. Yesterday I have not been able to associate myself 
with the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. (Maulvi Anu 
Hossain Sarkar : You destroy your case.) My friends on the 
Opposition have said many things about British trusteeship and all 
that. I am not unaware of those things, and I have no very great 
regard and sympathy, I maj^ tell you frankly, for the British people 
as such. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from the Opposition Benches.) I 
have already explained my reasons for my sympathies. You may 
remember for the first time in the last four years I have abstained from 
taking part in tlie voting when the Hon’ble Chief Minister moved his 
resolution for sending Rs. 1 lakh for helping the air raid victims in 
London. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : All credit to you for that!) 
I deliberately abstained from voting for that resolution because he 
said that the object was humanitarian. I would have supported him 
if he had come forward to help other nations also who were suffering. 
With England we have our differences, but that is our domestic affair. 
I know that my friends are talking loud of Indian freedom, salvation 
and all those thing?'. I do not know wdiether we are going to get our 
liberty and freedom as a charity, as a gift, from the British nation. 1 
am one of those who do not believe that freedom and liberty are any- 
one’s birth-right. Freedom and liberty are the highest blessings of 
God bestowed upon man and they are not the birth-rights of anyone. 
India is not a desert like the desert of Sahara. It is a very flourishing 
country. Merely by the fact that we are accidently born in India, 
I don’t think that we have any right to enjoy all the good things in 
the country while there are other hungry and more vigorous nations 
outside. Very often we talk of efficiency. If efficiency is taken into 
consideration, if w’e believe in the survival of the fittest, we must 
earn the birth-right of freedom. We will have to earn it, and I am 
prepared to undergo any amount of sacrifice for earning it but not to 
beg for it from any other nation. If England comes out defeated in 
this war and Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy win, I have not the 
slightest doubt that our condition will not in the least imjirove. It 
may worsen. But if England comes out victorious, I know that we 
are not going to get liberty and freedom. But I am certain of one 
thing, that we shall advance to a little extent at least further than 
where we are. We have been used to British rule and we can tolerate 
it a little longer. But I do not know how our condition will improve 
if Nazi' Germany and Fascist Italy win. Therefore, Sir, I am not 
rejoicing at the success of the British people in Africa, for my loyalty 
to the British people, or for my regard to the British people. My 
reasons are two-fold. The first is that the nation of Abyssinia will be 
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benefited to a little extent. They may not get their former indepen- 
dence, but they will have their hearths and homes protected by the 
British people. The second is that I believe that in this struggle, it 
the British people come out successful, then in that case our condition 
will be comparatively better than what it would be under the rule oi 
Germany or Italy. That is why I associate myself whole-heartedly with 
the resolution of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr Speaker, I think 1 
correctly heard the last sentence of the speech ot the Hon'ble Leader 
of the J^uropean (frouj) — the only sentence 1 believe which hud not 
been committed to paper. I believe he said that while he listenetl 
with great attention to the s]>eeches from this side of the House, he 
thought tliat it was best to treat them with silent contem])!. Sir, I 
treat wdth less than silent contempt manuscript speeclies, in which 
even references to undelivered sj>ee(*hes are included in print or type. 
It was with great reluctance that 1 had to livSten to the sjieech ol 
Mr. Walker in which there w^as no expression of sympathy for the 
feelings of those who feel that Indian soldiers should not have been 
sent abroad to fight the battles of England without the consent of the 
Indian ])eople. That is our point. I can tell you that I do not agree 
with everything that has been said on this side of the House. My 
view is this: we Indians have a right to determine when and where 
we should send out our troops: we must judge the cirimmstances 
ourselves, because Indian troops have been used not merely as coolies 
but as cannon-fodder. I shall say no more on this resolution. I shall 
neither say that I supi)ort nor shall I say that I entirely opjiose the 
motion, but I will vote with my side of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the representatives 
of the martial races of the Punjab in a meeting assembled in their 
Legislative Assembly passed a resolution very much in these terms; 
and it is not surprising that that resolution was not only unanimous 
but was passed by the House with all the members stiiioling. These 
people who know’ how’ to pass through cannon-fire can realise the di.-'- 
advantages under which the Indian soldiers have fought and won and 
have added plentiful laurels to their record of glory as soldiers in that 
distant land. But w’e in Bengal can only rise and make fiery speeches 
regardle.ss of the fact that the speeches that are delivered are them- 
selves the worst condemnation of the attitude of opposition which 
has been taken up by some members of this House. It is only under 
this Constitution w’hich hap been condemned that such H])eeches are 
possible, speeches verging on sedition and disloyalty 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It L better to preach 
from the gallow^s than to be slaves! 
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Th® Hon’bls Mri A« Ki FAZLUL HUQs Had these speeches been 
delivered elsewhere they would not have been tolerated. 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Look at your own speeches in 
the old Council. 

TKe Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: And that is all the more 
reason why I am grateful that I was allowed to make those speeches. 

Sir, I do not want to say much to prolong this acrimonious debate. 
I have put forward this resolution in this House for two reasons. In 
the first place whenever it is a case of Indians achieving a glorious 
success in that distant land, naturally I consider it to be a matter for 
rejoicing. Secondly, the Abyssinian base is a matter of great 
importance to us. As has been pointed out, Abyssinia under the 
Italians with an opportunity to form a base of operations was a direct 
menace to the peace and prosperity of India : with tlie Italians in 
Abyssinia the European war would be at the very door of India. It 
is clear therefore that the victory of Keren and Harrar has freed India 
from the immediate danger of Italian aggression. I may in this 
connection refer to the matter which Maulvi Abul Hashim has raised, 
namely, that it is a matter of gratification to us that the Italian 
defeat is paving the way to the emancipation of Abyssinia from 
Italian bondage, and I entirely agree with Maulvi Abul Hashim that 
the Muslims of Abyssinia are entitled to get back their freedom. We 
are rejoicing, Sir, not merely on the success of our Indian soldiers 
but also at the thought that the gallant Abvssinians are going to win 
their freedom which is their birth-right, and which they have been 
deprived of by the Italians. Sir, I say that we rejoice at the success 
of our brother Indian soldiers in the battle-field of Africa and in the 
second place we beg to convey our congratulations through the proper 
channel and we wish to testify that our Indian soldiers are giving 
evidence of their martial spirit and acting in a manner in which they 
can overcome all obstacles. They have demonstrated once more to the 
world that Indians as soldiers, as statesmen, and as persons holding 
any other responsible capacity can stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
representatives of other nations in any part of the world. I]ven on 
that simple j)oint of view, apart, from others, I regret to find that 
this resolution has to meet with opposition. If I had raised contro- 
versial questions, that would have been a different matter altogether. 
I have deliberately moved a very short motion, but my friends have 
delivered such vehement speeches appealing to sentiment more than 
to reason. If they would only read the resolution, as it is, I submit 
that they will find that there is nothing in the resolution which 
conflicts with any opinion which people might hold as regards the war 
itself, its origin and its consequences. I still hope, Sir, that in spite 
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of the Opposition speeches, my motion will have the support aud 
sympathy of every section of the House. I hope whatever opposition 
there may have been, the Opposition has been satisfied by the manner 
in which you, Sir, have allowed the Opposition to 8])eak with perfe<‘t 
freedom. And I sincerely hope that even now that although there has 
been opposition in words, there will be no opposition in action. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my special motion to ilie 
acceptance of the whole House. 

The special motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A, K. Fazlul Huq “that 
this Assembly is of opinion that a message ot its sincerest rejoicings 
may be conveyed through His Excellency the (xovernor of Bengal and 
through His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to vSir Archibald 
Wavell at the capture of Keren, Harrar and Asmara. 

This Assembly further conveys its warmest (‘ongratulations to the 
Indian soldiers and oilier ranks of the Imperial Forces on the cons- 
picuously gallant part ]dayed by them in bringing about these 
successes” was then put aud a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 12S. 


Aktfni Aiiz, Naulani Mtf. 

AMal Hafiz, Nr. Mirza. 

AMHI Hafiz, Nr. Nia. 

AkiMi Hakim, Naalvi. 

Aktfvl Hakim Vikrampari, Naaivi Nd. 

Akdul HamM, Nr. A. N. 

AkdHi Hamid Ikah, Nauivi. 

Akdul Jakkar, Nauhri. 

AkdttI Kadtr, Hr. (aiiai Lai Naak). 

Akdul Karim, Nr. 

Akdui Latif Biiwai, Nauivi. 

Akdul Najid, Nauivi. 

Akdul Najid. Nr. lyad. 

Akdulla-al Nahmood. Nr. 

Akdur Rakman, Khan Bahadur A. F. N> 

Akdur Raiehid Nahmood, Nr. 

Akdur Rathtod, Nauivi Nd. 

Akdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Nauivi I. 

Akdul Notaiok Nalik, Dr. 

Akdur Razzak, Nauivi. 

Akdul Shahood, Nauivi Nd. 

Akidur Roza Ohowdhury, Khan Bahadur Nauhri. 
Abul Haihim, Nauivi. 

Akul Hooain Ahmod, Nr. 

Akul Qoaiom, Nauivi. 

Aebaryya Ohoudhury, Haharaja lathi KaaUii of 
Nuktagaeha, Nymoaiinfh. 

Ahmod Ali EaayotMri, Khan Bahadur Maulaui. 
Ahmod All Hridha, Nauivi. 

Ahmod Hooain, Nr. 

Alfazuddiu Ahmod, Khao Bahadur Nauivi. 
Amiaullak, Khan lahih Nauivi. 

Amir AH Nia. Nauivi Nd. 

Aauraful Aaim, Khaa Bahadur Nd. 

Aulad Haooaia Khaa. Khao Bahadur NaulvL 
Aihar Ali, Nauivi. 


Barat Ali, Nr. Nd. 

Burma, Nr. Fuipajit. 

Barman, Baku Upondra Nath. 

Baiu. Nr.datindra Nath. 

Birkmyro, llr Honry, Bart. 

Biiwat. Nr. Raiik Lai. 

Clark, Nr. I. A. 

Dai, Nr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Rai tahik Kirit Bhuiaa. 

Dai, Nr. Nonmoban. 

Dan, Baku Dokondra Nath. 

Edkar, Nr. Upondranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Nr. N. 

FazIul Huq, tho Hon’kli Nr. A. K. 

FazIul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Nauivi. 

FazIul Rahman, Nr. (Dacea). 

Fazlur Rahman, Nr. (NymoniinihJ. 

Oladding, Nr. D. 

Bolam larwar Hoiaini, Nr. Shah tyod. 

Bomoi, Nr. I. A. 

BriNthi, Nr. C. 

Byaiuddin Ahmod Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Qoiam Rokkani Ahammod. 

Hakikullah, tho Hou'kIo Nawak Bahadur K., ot 
Dacca. 

HaNzuddin Choudhuri, Nauhri. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khao lahib. 

Haaaaaazaman, Nauhri Nd. 

Haihom Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Nauivi. 

Haiina Nurihod, Nn., N.B.E. 

Hatomally damadar, Khan lahlb Nauhri. 

Hawkingi, Nr. R. d. 

Hottdry, Nr. David. 

Hoywood, Nr. Rofon. 

Hirtiol, Nr. N. A. F. 

Iipahani, Nr. N. A. H. 
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JalaluMin Ahmatf, Khan •abatfar Maulvi. 
Kabinttfain Kban, Kban Bakaiar Maalvi. 

Kaiam Aii Nina. Sablbiaia Kawaa Jab tyaJ. 
Kannady, Mr. i. fli. 

Mafliaddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mafliaddia Abmad, Maalvi. 

Mafliaddin Gbeadbary, Maalvi. 

Mahtab, Maharajkvmar Uday Chand. 

Mandal, Mr. Banka Babari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Maniraddin Akband, Maalvi. 

Milai, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammad All, Kban Bahadar. 

Mobiin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. B., C.I.K. 

Moalam Aii Mollab, Maalvi M. 

Moaammal Hug, Maalvi Md. 

Mohammad Atial, Kban Bahadar Maalvi tyod. 
Mohammad Ibrahim, Maolvi. 

Mohammad lihagoa, Maolvi. 

Mohammad liraii, Maolvi. 

Mokorjoa. Mr. Taraknath. M.B.E. 

Mollick, tho Hon’blo Mr. Mokonda Bobnry. 
Molliek. Nr. Polin Bohary. 

Moitagawtal Hagoa, Nr. gyod. 

Ralkat, tho Hon'hio Mr. Praunna Dob. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 


Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

•adaroddin Ahmad, Mr. 
taflroddin Ahmod, Naji. 
•ahobo-Alam, Mr. tyod. 

•anaoHah, Dr. 
iarkar, Baho Madhnaodan. 

•arkor, Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

•on, Rnl Bahador Jogosb Chandrn. 
•orajoi Islam, Mr. 
lhahabnddin, Mr. Kbwaja, C.B.E. 
•hamsoddin Ahmod Kbondkar, Mr. 
•yollnr, Mr. J. H. 

•hamsoi Hoda, Maoinna. 

Sinclair, Mr. J. F. 

Sirdar, Babo Litta Monda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stovon, Mr. J. W. R. 

Sohrawardy, tho Hon’blo Mr. N. S. 
Sterk, Mr. A. F. 

Tamiinddin Kban, ths Hon’blo Mr. 
Totoi Ahmod Choodhory, Maolvi Haji 
Walkor, Mr. J. R. 

Wnikor, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitohaad Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yoiot Ali Cbowdhnry, Mr. 


Abdol Hakssm, Mr. 

Abdol Wahsd, Maolvi. 

Abo Hossain Sarkar, Maolvi. 

Abol Fail, Mr. Md. 

Ahmsd Khan, Mr. Sysd. 
Asimoddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

Bansrji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Baio, Mr. Santosh Komar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda Chandra. 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Sorsndra Nath. 

Boss, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chaodhori, Rai Harsndra Nath. 
Das Qopta, Babo Khagondra Nath. 
Das Bopta, Srijot Nanodra Nath. 
Dotta Bopta, Miss Mira. 

Dotta Maiomdar, Mr. Niharondo. 
Emdadul Hagoo, Kaii. 

Bhoss, Mr. Atol Krishna. 

Biasoddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Boswami, Mr. Tolsi Chandra. 
Bopta, Mr. J. N. 


NOES— 46. 

Hasan Ali Cbowdhnry, Mr. Syod. 
Jalaloddin Hashsmy, Mr. hyod. 

Jonah Ali Majnmdar, Maolvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dsbondra Lall. 

Komar, Mr. Atol Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Komar. 

Majomdar, Mrs. Hsmaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogondra Nath. 
Maniruiiaman Isiamabadi, Maolana Md. 
Maqbol Hosain, Mr. 

Nasksr, Mr. Hsm Chandca. 

Ramiioddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sokhar. 

Son, Mr. Atol Chandra. 

Shahsdali, Mr. 

Shamsoddin Ahmsd, Mr. M. 

Singha, Babo Kshstra Nath. 

Thaknr, Mr. Pramatha Ran}an. 

Walior Rahman, Maolvi. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 125 and the Noe& 46, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Mr, Bose, you may now moye your motion. 

Mr. &A8ANKA 88KHAR SANYAL: Will it not be convenient, 
Sir, if you take up the adjournment motion after prayer interval? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The adjournment period is 15 minutes under the 
rule and not half an hour. What I am su^frestin^ is that we will sit, 
if the House has no objection, till about 6-20 p.m. when 1 will adjourn 
it for pravei. Otherwise we shall have to sit late. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I take it that you will rise at 
6-20. That means I will speak for 8 minutes before adjournment and 
7 minutes after adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, I would like to adjourn the House at (>-20 
and we shall come back at 6-30. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, you used to adjourn the 
House previously much earlier. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but then the time was 6-15. The time now 
is 6-25. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, we ordinarily have 
adjournment for 15 minutes. We may have 20 minutes to-day. 

. Mr. SPEAKER: If members go now can they come back at (>-30 ^ 

(Cries of ‘‘Yes, yes.”) 

In that case 1 think it would be better if 1 adjourn the House now. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned lor 17 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr S] )eaker, I now move the 
adjournment motion, tliat this Jlouse do now adjourn to discuss a 
definite matter of urgent j>ublic importance and also of recent occur- 
rence, namely, the order is'-^ued ))V the Home Department, (iovernnn'nt 
of Bengal, and served on the DainiL Ba.sumati newspajier of Calcutta 
on Friday, the 28th March, 1941, at 6 p.m whicli prohibits — 

(a) the further publication, sale or distribution of the issue of the 
Dainih Basinnati , dated 9th Chaifra, 1347 B.S., equivalent 
to 23rd March, 1941 ; and 

ih) the publication, sale or distribution for a period of twenty-one 
days from the date of service of the said order of any sub- 
sequent issue of the Dainik Basuniati newspaper and which 
forfeited to His Majesty all copies wherever found of the 
said issue of the Dainik Basnviati newspaper, dated the 23rd 
March, 1941, and any document containing copie®, reprints 
or translations of or extracts from the said issue. 
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Sir, about this time last year, speaking in this House on an adjourn- 
ment motion, I described the Defence of India Act and the rules made 
thereunder as having been promulgated, not for the Defence of India’s 
freedom, but for the perpetuation of India’s slavery. Little did I 
anticipate on that occasion that action after action taken by the Govern- 
ment against newspapers, against particular newspapers and also against 
the Press generally, involving suppression of important news matters 
from the public press would prove the truth of my remarks. Sir, the 
latest example of the suppression of civil liberties is the order which 
has been i)assed suppressing the newspaper Dainik Baunnati for three 
weeks. The order which has been published bearing the date, 27th 
March, 1941, says that the ground for such suppression is that the 
issue of that paper of the 23rd March last contains prejudicial reports 
of the nature described in sub-rule (7) of rule 34 of the Defence of 
India Rules read with clause (/) of sub-rule {€) of that rule. I will 
not take up the time of the House by quoting the rules which have 
been mentioned in the Government communique. It will suffice if 
I were to inform the House that the charge against the Dainih BasuiJiati 
is the promotion or the incitement of class hatred, to use the exa(’t 
words of the Defence of India Rules, to promote feelings of enmity 
nnd hatred between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects. 

Sir, I have taken some pains to scan the matters which appeared 
in that issue of the Dainik Basuviati beginning from its leading article 
of that day. Sir, if a few lines of criticism against the (’liief Minister 
followed by a few lines of criticism as against Mr. Shahabuddin 
followed also by a few lines against, if I may use the Bengali expression 
in the article, the '^Suhodh Balaks,'' the expression by which the Hindu 
^Ministers have been described — if such criticism is to be described as 
promoting feelings of hatred and enmity between different classes of 
His Majesty’s subjects, all that I shall say is that I congratulate the 
Ministry on their intelligence and their wisdom and their knowledge 
ot the I'.iiglish and the Bengali languages. There is also in that 
jnipei — ^\e are left to surmise because the Government have not said 
which is the offending paragraph or which are the offending jearagraphs 
in that issue — there is also in that paper a report emanating from a 
place known as Bhola, a place with which I am sure the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is personally familiar. Sir, if the publication of a report 
that some members of one community did this and some members of 
another community did that also comes within the mischief of the 
Defence of India Rules, then I shall say that under the garb of the 
Defence of India Rules you are really suppressing civil liberties in 
this land. 

Sir, -speaking a few days ago on this order of the Bengal Govern- 
ment I said that it was the latest example of the gross misuse of the 
Defence of India Rules to which this Government seem to have 
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become a confirmed addict. On that point, I may draw the attention 
of the House to what was said and done in the British House of 
Commons when the Government there proposed an amendment throuj^h 
its Home Secretaiy to shut down any newspaper it he was satisfied 
that there was in it a “systematic publication of matter which was in 
its opinion calculated to foment opposition to the prosecution to a 
successful issue of any war in which His Majesty is en^^•aged." Mark 
the words there. The ainendment proposed was in respect of }ti/stcnuitic 
jmhkcatwn of matter whicli was calculated to foment op]H)sition to 
the i)rosecution of the war— not one stray matter here or another stray 
matter there, not a matter which has been published without warning. 
Systematic i)ublication was wiiat the amendment aimed at. But even 
then, the British House ot Commons — a ver\ large section of the 
members of the British House of Commons— took the view that it 
amounted to a serious suppression of the civil liberties, and Sir John 
Anderson of Black and Tan lame and of Bengal lame was at great 
pains to defend the amendment. 1 think it is necessary to remind 
the House of what Sir John Anderson's delence was. He said: “The 
fact that the Government of this country has been reconstituted and 
now contains rej)]'esentati ves of all the elements in our ])ublic life is 
a safeguard." That saleguard, of course, does not exist in this 
])rovince. It nevei existed in the past and it does not exist to-day. 
His next delence was, he said, that though an ap])eal to the (k)urts 
had not been i)iovi(lc(l. the exercise of vigilance l>y tlie House ot 
Commons itsell would in practice be a much moie j)otent safeguard. 
It must be rememberul that the British Houses of Parliament are 
known and in fact act as the High (jourt of Parliament. It is a Couit 
no less honourable than the Royal Courts of Justice in (diancery Pane. 

Now, Sir, in opposition to the amendment it was said b\ a very 
large section of the House of (hnnmons — the difference betw'ecui those 
supporting the amendment and those opposing it in the British House 
of Commons was only -kS — it was said by the large minoiity there 
that even the House of (\)mmons, a part of tlie High (\)urt of Parlia- 
ment, was a poor substitute for the law courts as the guardians of the 
subjects’ liberties None of theM* defences are available to the Hon’ble , 
Ministers of this province. 

Sir, on a previous occasion I dilated on the meaning and effect of 
the Defence of India Rules. I shall not do so on this occasion, but 
I shall remind the House that there are even to-day some Englishmen 
^ho know how to condemn high-handedness and to uphold civil 
liberties, refusing to stretch the law in the interests of this new tyranny 
of administrative law. I am referring to a recent judgment of 
T* District and Sessions Judge of Nagpur, a British 

Civilian, who in acquitting our comrade Sj. R. S. Ruikar. said, ^'One of 
the great dangers of emergency legislation in time of war is a tendency 



222 


ADJOURNMENT MoTKlN. 


[2nd April, 


to divert it against the ordinary civil liberties of the people,” and, 
he wound up by saying, “that unfortunately one of the most deplorable 
features of emergency laws is that they must often deny their victims 
the right to invoke the help of courts of justice.” I know, Sir, that 
the experience of the present Government with the Basymati has been 
rather sad and painful to them. I remember that when the Press Act 
was enforced against them and a large sum of money was sought to be 
forfeited, the Calcutta High Court, which was described by Chief 
Justice Sir Francis Maclean as “the last refuge of those who were 
pursued by an overzealous executive,” came to the rescue of the 
Basujnati and set aside that order. I remember also that prosecution 
Was launched against Hasvinafi under one of the sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and the same High Court came to tlie rescue ot the 
Basirmati and did justice to it as against the Government. Sir, 
possibly those sad and painful ex])eriences — I mean, sad and painful 
to the members of the Treasury Bench — incited them to launch this 
new attack against the Basmtuifi in a manner tliat offered the 
no means of escape in a legal and constitutional way. Sir, 1 do feel 
and 1 do maintain that there is not the slightest justification, having 
regard to the existing law of the land, having regard to the oOO odd 

sections of the Indian Penal Code and ])aving legard to tlu' ligoious 

provisions of the Press Act, there i^ no justification whatevei- foi the 
present Governnu'iit to inv(d\e in theii aid the piovision^ of the Deieinh^ 
of India Rules, — rules which were iii’onnilgated f(»i the efficient 
prosecution of the war, rules which weie nevei meant to be a])]di(Ml to 
ordinary matters whiidi could be dealt with undei the ordinary law 
of the land. 1 therefore say that it is a gro>s misuse of these rule^ to 
apply them to cases of this nature. 

Sir, speaking on the restrictions uhicli had been imposed on the 
Indian Press and Indian peo])le several decades ago, John Bi uce 
Norton of illustrious memory said: “The Indian Government, the 
Indian Civil Service, the Court of Directors, the Board of Control have 

everything to gain b_\ secrecy." Would I be \M‘oiig in sa.\ing that 

the jiresent Government ahso have everything to gain by seci ecy He 
further said, “They hav(‘ everything to lose by publicity." Would 
I be wrong in saying that the present Goveinment have everything 
to lose by publicity!" He further said, “By gagging the Pre^s the 
Indian Government has wanted to secure to itself the entire occupation 
of the public ear." Would I be wrong in .saying that the Government 
of Bengal by means of these gagging orders want to secure for them- 
selves the entire occupation of the public ear .so that no othei voice 
can be heard ^ John Bruce Norton further said, “It can put forward 
what it pleases, keep back what it pleases, alter what it pleases, mystify 
what it pleases.” That is what the present Government of Bengal 
are seeking to do. Sir, the blue light is on, and I shall not say more 
on this occasion, but I do maintain that having read the issue — the 
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BO-called offending issue — 1‘rom the beginning to the end, I do not 
find one word there which can be construed as a prejudicial report if 
a fair and liberal meaning is to be put to these words in tlie Defence 
of India Rules. This attitude of the Government reminds me of a 
famous utterance of a great British philosopher statesman: "Invention 
is exhausted, reason is fatigued, experience has given judgment, but 
obstinacy has not yet been conquered." 1 ask the Government, when 
are they going to cry a halt to their mad career^ I would ask them 
in conclusion, when will they cease from mounting from one tolly to 
another greater t(dly and tumbling from one absurdity to a \et greater 
absurdity y (Loud ajq)lanse tioni tbe ('ongros ami other (b>p<>sition 
Benches.) 

Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Sj)eaker, Sii, it is a ])rivilege 
to be able to sujiport the adjournment inotion which lia^ Ikmoi inovt'd in 
a manner which was ])os,sib]e onls for my Icadci , the Leader of the 
Opposition, Sri Sarat (diandra Bose. 1 tliink, Sii, 1 shall be failing 
in in\ duty if I do not join m\ voice of j)rotest, hoW(>vei‘ feeble it may 
be to that of m_\ leader, again>t this wanton act of injiisti<‘e and 
uinighteousne>^, i-etaliation and re\enge which flu* Gomou imoit of 
Bengal has ])ei pi'trated 1 a parsing the order on Busnnuiit which is 
^the ‘'ubj(‘ct-nialtei of to-night’s adjournmcjit motion. 

Sir, we claim to 1 im* in an age of democracy, and what is more, 
we claim to fight, in the pi(‘Nent wai, foi' the I’e-establ ish ment of 
democracy. Whate\er differimces ot o]»inion there may exist about the 
sucie^.s or lailuie ot demo(iac>, the utility or futility of deniocractic 
ficedom, I am sure there is abs(dutel\ none, that it has be(]ueathed to 
Us certain rights, it has vouchsafed to iis certain liberties, viz., liluuty 
of th(tught, liberty of jiress, liberty of speech, liberty of ussociaLon, 
libei‘t_\ of movement and liberty of jiersun, rights and liberties foi the 
attainment of which hiinianit\ had lieen steadifv' ami emit in uoiisly 
fighting. And of all these liberties, Sir, liberty to know, to speak 
and to criticise stands first and with this ilberty, the order that forms 
the sub je( t-matter of to-night's deflate seeks to int<‘rfere. 

Sii', in any demociatic countiv, the Lress has an impoitaiit function 
to perform and onerous duties to discharge. In fact, it has been called 
the fourth estate. It has to collect, circulate and interjiret news of 
public interest. It helps in creating, and reacts on, public opinion, 
which is, in the last lesort, the bulwark of all Governments. And 
in order that it may satisfactorily perform its function and discharge 
its duties, it .should be free from all arbitrary official restrictions upon 
the dissemination of iiew's and comment upon news. Sir, in the w^jrds 
of Mr. Wickham Steed, a well-known English Journalist, and a former 
editor of the “The freedom of the Press, that is to say, the 

absence of arbitrary official restrictions upon the dissemination of news 
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and comment upon news is a pledge ot public safety. It ensures that 
all sides of a case shall be heard before a free community makes up 
its mind. But since ideas may differ upon the degree of knowledge 
that is good tor a community, the principle has gained recognition 
that freedom should be given the benefit of any doubt there may be 
and that a larger measure of it is better than a smaller.” 

Ijet me now, Sir, come to the order itself. It is said that the 
Dainik Basumati of 23rd March, 1941, contains prejudicial report 
likely to promote feelings of enmity and hatred between different 
classes of His Majesty’s subjects. Sir, I have carefully read and reread 
all the matters, especially the leading articl(\ "'^ninpradiuk Jhinffa 
and have no hesitation in saying that no right-minded peison can, by 
the longest stretch of imagination, come to the (-onclusion that it 
contains prejudicial report of the nature referred to above. Sir, a 
few days back, I asked a question whether any action would be taken 
against the Star of India with regard to an article which appeared in 
it on the 4t]i of March last and which fomented communal hatied 
and incited disturbance of ]>ublic pea(‘e to which the Ilon'ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq in his own usual way replied in an em})hatic negative. 
I asked, Sir, another (|uestion whether any action would be 
taken against the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul IIlk] him>eli 
for fomenting communal discord and hatred, but 1 am soiry 
to have to say that you. Sir, in the abundame of your ^vi^dom 
thought fit for reasons best known to yourself to disallow it. I am 
referring to these (juestions. Sir, because they unmistakably go to 
show how dangerous it is to ])lace arbitrary ])()weis, as a result of 
emergency legislation, in tbe hands of a (lovei inneiit ho\\e\er well- 
intent iotu'd it may be, not to speak of siudi a communal-minded one 
as the j)resent trovernment of Bengal c(‘rtainlN is. If the Jhnuil 
Basuinati committed any offenct*, was not the arm of the oidinaiy laws 
of the land and the Press Laws long enough to reach it? Why then 
Sir, this subterfuge, this re(‘ourse to the Defence of India Act ann 
Rules thereunder, an Act admittedly an emeigency measure for ensur- 
ing public safety and interest and the Defence of British India and 
the efficient prosecution of war? Why this severe, unwarranted, 
unjustified and uncalled for infringement of the liberty of the Press? 
Is. it. Sir, State necessity? State necessity, Sir, is a very vague, wide, 
elastic and I may add a dangerous expedient ; under its protecting 
wing can be brought everything which appears to be unpalatable, 
inconvenient and uncomfortable to the powers that be. No, Sir, it is 
not State necessity in the real sense of the term ; if it is at all so, 
it is in the word of Sheridan, one of the greatest of English orators, a 
quibbling, pilfering, prevaricating State necessity that tries to skulk 
behind the skirts of justice, a State necessity that tries to steal a pitiful 
justification from whispered a(‘CUsations and fabricated rumours. No, 
Sir, it is not State necessity — tear off’ the mask and you will find it is 
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only malice lurking under the gaudy disguise of justice, it is revenge — 
coarse and vulgar — seeking to feed fat perhaps an ancient grudge, it is 
retaliation, pure and simple, riding rough-shod over all (a nous of 
justice, equity’ and good conscience. 

Sir, the Defence of India Act and the Rules thereunder have clothed 
the Government with unlimited powers, powers with which no executive 
can safely be entrusted because, in the words of Mr. 'Wickenden, I)istri« t 
ainl Sessions Judge, Xag])ur, “one of the great dangers of emergency 
legislation in time of v^ar is a tendeney to divert it jigainst tlu' ordinary 
civil liberties of the ])eople.'’ That being so. the (Tovernment v ill do 
well to remember the eternal truth that man was not made the i)i'oj)eity 
of man, that there is a limit to the j)atien<*e undei the dett'sted tyianny 
of man, that human ])ower is a trust for human benefit and that ^\heu 
it is abused, revenge befomes justict*, if not the bounden duty of the 
injured. 

Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the adjournment motion moved b\ the honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Sir, the order against the under the Defence of India 

Rules has been totally misdirected. If b\ such an order Government 
Vant to suppress communal riots, then the Government would have 
done well if it had ])as8ed this order against the Ghief Minister, the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K, Fazhil Iluq, wdio by his reckless and irres])onsibb' 
utterances was ])rimarily responsible for the communal liots in 
different parts of Rengal. ((hues of “Qu(‘sti(m, (juestion" from the 
Coalition Benches.) 

Sir, the Press ])ublishe(l (m]\ one incident, hut the utterances of 
the Chief Minister during the last four years have brought about 
strained relations between the two major communities of Jhmgal, who 
have all along been living in amity. Sir, the direct (ause of the 
communal riots is the utterances of the Chief Minister. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order, (aunmunal riot is not the issue 
here. Nobody has raised this issue. Government also have not 
mentioned it, and it does not appear anywhere in the notification that 
communal riot is the rea.son for which the notification has been issued. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. That is the heading of the leader. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. We are bound merely 
by the notification and the Gf>verinjient order, whatever may be the 
leader. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How can that be? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid this debate cannot be a debate on 
communal riot and its jrenesis, Mr. Barma is arguing as to the 
genesis of communal riot, but this motion has got nothing to do with 
the genesis. All that is necessary for us to argue is whether there 
was any justification for (Government to pass the order. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, having regard to your 
observation, may T submit that in order that this debate may proceed 
on right lines somebody on behalf of Cjovernment should get up at 
this stage and say what are the prejudicial reports in the paper which 
are complained of? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Sarker came to me just now and I told him; 
perhaps he has now realised it. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, this order relates to 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have told you that you should not refer to 
them. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: These are the re]>orts with regard, 
to the riots 

The Hoil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That cannot make the 
communal riots relevant. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, it you want me not to deal 
with the communal riots. Government 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall h ave to ask you to sit down because I 
have repeatedly told you that the genesis of the communal riots has 
got nothing to do witli the adjournment motion. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: The Dmnik Ihis uinati only pub- 
lished what was reported about the riot and, therefore, Government 
ought not to have suppressed the Dmnik itself in their 

anxiety to suppress the news of the communal riot. The Government 
passed this order on the ground that the Dainik Basuniati wrote some- 
thing about the communal riot. It was not at all desirable that 
Government should have passed such an order. Moreover, the order 
was not strictly according to the Defence of India Rules. They are 
intended for the defence of India, but this Government are using the 
Defence of India Rules to stabilise Muslim rule in Bengal. They are 
using these rules to stabilise Muslim and Communal Raj in Bengal. 
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Therefore, Sir, tliese rules have been misused. 1 think that the 
Goveriinient have issued this order to suppress news and if they 
suppress news with regard to the comniunal riot in this way, then the 
result will be that wild rumours will be afloat in the country and the 
effect will be disastrous. Therefore I think that instead of sup]U'ess- 
iu^ the real news from the public, Government should ^dve correct 
news to the public. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 

<4^ Housei] Defence of India Rules 

(TT Defence of India Rule Defence of 

Ministry Rule. rules 

5^ Ol (7T^ 

^ I (71 ®rrf^ ^ 

(TTfkTT? '^rmi (Ttc^ i ^ i 

C'^, ^^4 (7t ^ 

^ (7T^ ^ I BarisaliiJ^ 

CS^ Magistrates^ «TdC5^ I \slc4 tf^FtOTf 

^ ilUTO ^ officially f% I 

^r. Bell official report, fV C'^ (.<((.&•! ^ TOR I TOT^tTS 

<7T C^rf%?71^ fkr C'l^'ok^ WRR l S^lrs, Mr. Bell '3TR?ri 

(R TO? CTOrfpRR ^ (TT? TO3r OT I 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid you are going beyond the scope of the 
motion. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : i#:r ^ (Trfron:^ 

<7T^ consult (RRR I ^ CTOlfW ^ (TOl C^^Tt 

^ I 


Mr. SPEAKER : Magistrate TO??f ^ TOf, ^ I 

Sirijut NARENDNA NATH DAS GUPTA : (Ttf% 

TO^" Pctt (TFR ‘^ICH ^rfC'5t I 

<si^ fk? ^TOTOTOI (TFhR (7T^“ TO frRITR 

OT, (TT^fRTO Assistant Superintendent of Police Mr. Anath Ganguly^ 

^troT'S m I tnRR (R^ r (TOt <tw?i ^rw?r 

^ I 

Mr, SPEAKER : May I know what is the relevancy of that to the 
Government order ? 
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Srijui NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : It is relevant because what 
the Dainik Basumati published was quite accurate. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is that in the issue of 23rd March of that paper ? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : Yes Sir District 

Magistrate (Executive Head) a (Tit ’Png 

I tr^ ^rf?i 

cTtm ^ ^ 1 fe?F (Pt 

(TT^ I ^ frr ^ 

’==rt73i c^lGic ^ — 1 

District Magistrates]^ C’tnrfl ^ ^ 

I ^ S]?^ ^ Defence of India Rules 

^ ^ s] ^ ^ ^tptfw 

^ (Xtipr%r f% ^ ? f^rc3: ^ f%f% 

^"5tr!r<r ^ tpu*t ^ i 

s]^ tpm TPr?pj ^ fttun:^ f 

^Rt? R ^T^1 (Tt?PE^ 3 ^ ^sRTPTT 

f^^C4 ■RtR^ I 

^3Tlbt^ S 

(Pr:^ 711 3Jt7T:^ ^^rtptj cTRr3 ^tRpR 1 

^ ^x^(pfT»f c^ '5rt3CT?r ^ th r, 

^PRPT ^irPmTt^, ffwMw s]^“ 

*ft^ ^^x wg ^x^Tt^ ^p5 WYtTR 

R 3n f^/rf^ ^«rr tr ^ ^f^fpr ^ifr ^ 

I ^ R 'iRl ^ I 

CTRPT (Tri^ ^x^ 7R S]^^ Rt 

cttr ^tTr I 

Dr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
give uiy suj)p()rt to the adjuurniiieut motion moved b}’ Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose. • 

Sir, when the Defence of India Rules were passed, apprehensions 
were expressed in many quarters that the rules might be applied not 
for the purpose of protecting legitimate war interests in this country 
but for suppressing public opinion on matters concerning vitally the 
welfare of the people at large. Sir, these apprehensions were expressed 
not only in this Chamber but also in the Central Assembly when 
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matters came tor discussion before that House, and the Home Member 
of the Government of India gave a definite assurance that the instruc- 
tions which had been sent to the Provincial Governments were such 
that it should not be reasonably possible for any Provincial Govern- 
ment to misa])ply the Defence of India Rules as apprehended by the 
Opposition. Sir, to-day the matter which has been raised for discus- 
sion in course of the adjournment motion assumes more than ordinary 
inij)ortance This order was passed on the BasumuU on Thursday, 
just three days after a general order had been jiassed by the Provincial 
Government })rohibiting the publication of news concerning communal 
disturbances in the province unless sucli news was censored by officers 
nominated by the Government. Sir, it passes my comprehension 
wh^ this order on the Basunuiti in particular was separately passed 
after the promulgation of the general order only a few days ago. If 
the Government really felt that in view of the ])eculiar position through 
which the province wah passing to-day it was necessary that news 
should not be published unless censored by Government — a viewpoint 
to which we have not and we cannot subscribe — if that was the real 
point of view of the Government, it passes my comprehension why 
a j)articular issue of the Ddinik Bdsuinati was selected for news pub- 
lished jirevious to the ban, and a severe penalty was inijmsed on it 
prohibiting its publication for a period of three w’eeks. Sir, I have 
^before me a copy of the order which was not served on the printer 
but was served onl\ on tlie editor of the newspaper. 

Now, Sir, in that order it is not mentioned which particular portion 
of the article published in this issue of the Dainih Ba.smfidfi is 
objected to by the (Tovernment. It has been pointed out by previous 
speakers that up till now Government has not made its ])osition clear 
as to which passage or which article in question has offended against 
the order concerned, namely, its publication tends to foment class 
hatred in the jirovince. Now, Sir, if you look at the newspaper you 
will find that certain items of news liad been published in that issue 
concerning the communal disturbance at Dacca and other places. Tf 
ycui look at the newsjiaper a little minutely you will observe that at 
least in cases of four items of news they were taken from the United 
Press and the Associated Press messages. I take it that Government 
was not passing it> order in respect of any of the news published under 
the authority of the Associated Press or the United Press. Then, Sir, 
there is news published with regard to the disturbances that occurred 
at Bhola to which a special refereme was made by the previous 
speaker. Now, in that report, it is true, mention is made of Hindu- 
Muslim clash in that place in the district of Barisal, when there was 
an altercation on the day of the last Hoh w^hen a cow was slaughtered 
and the blood of the cow was sprinkled because the Muslims were 
offended as some Hoh water was thrown on a Muslim. Now, let me 
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ask, Sir, is this the item of news for which this severe penalty has 
been imposed on the Dainik Basuviati? That the news is true cannot 
be denied. In fact, the first information report confirms it. 

Sir, the only other article is the leading article on that day. If 
you read that article you will not find any objectionable passage there 
which seeks to foment class hatred in any manner whatsoever; on the 
other hand, the Government communique had been printed in Bengali 
in cjicnao and the editor says that the paper wholly endorses the 
view])oiiit expressed in the Government com m unique and also expresses 
its hope that normal condition may be restored in Dacca as soon as 
possible. Of course, the paper proceeds to add that what has been 
done is not sufficient. It refers to certain offensive remarks made in 
certain newspapers over which the present Ministry has special 
control, namely, the Star of India and Azad, and the editor of the 
paper pertinently enquires what special steps have been taken against 
these particular newspapers which have been fomenting class hatred. 
(Cries of “Question, question” from Coalition Benches.) You may 
question, but you cannot question the truth. You may go on question- 
ing for eternity, but you will never get a different answer. 

Sir, so far as the question of the particular passage is concerned, 
let me ask you in all seriousness, is a reference to these newsj)apers 
an offence under the law? Does it seek t(> foment class hatred for 
which the iJainik Basumatt has been banned for three weeks? And 
then the paper says that it is desirable that Hindu Ministers should 
visit the place of occurrence and also, if possible, Ilis Excellency the 
Governor might also go to that particular place. May I ask in all 
seriousness, are these references objectionable in any way whats(»ever 
which justifies the Government to ban the Daimk Baaumafi'f I know, 
Sir, the Chief Minister will say, look at the past records of the Dainik 
Basumati. But that is not a relevant question at all. If these 
questions are raised, we are prepared to discuss them on their merits. 
If any offensive article had been written by the Dainik Ba.su.niufi in 
the past, may I enquire, Sir, was any warning given to that news- 
paper; was the attention of the paper drawn to the offensive article 
during the last few weeks? Why, again, should the Defence of India 
Rules be ai)plied instead of proceeding under the ordinary law? If 
on the other hand it is proved that on that very particular day on which 
the Basumati was published, other newspapers published similar 
news, and that there were other newspapers such as the Star of India 
and Azad which published information of a most offensive character, 
may I enquire. Sir, of the Government which claims to be the custodian 
of the interests of Hindus and Muslims alike and of the general peace 
of the province, why is it that no action has been taken against these 
two newspapers? You look at Azad of that very day, ?.e., of Sunday, 
?drd March. Here a statement is printed that in particular portions 
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of Da<(a tliere have been ea^es where the Hindus have attacked 
Muslim women, have torn their hair and have also reduced them to 
a state of nudity. Such a remark i> printed here in cold ])rint 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On a point ol order. 
Sir. I think, this is wliolly irrelevant. (Cries of “Oh! oh! from 
the Con^iTCss Bencdies.) It is no question of oh! I ask for 

your ruliun-, Sir. If speakers are allowed to stray on to feats of 
irrelevancy, the debate will not end. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Dr. Mookerjee. all I .sa> i> that you cannot enter 
into details, because once \ ou do it, it will be ne<‘i‘ssarv loi“ the Chief 
Minister to say whether that statement is correct or not. Therefore, 
whatever > on want to say mu^t be on general terms without reading 
the details. 

Dr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: I am n(»t rea<liug the details 
for the ])ur])ose of proving or dis])roving their accuracy. What I am 
saying is that action has been taken against a particular newspaper 
because it has been promoting class hatred, but on that very Sunday 
articles were ]>ublis}ied in the Acad which are far more offensive than 
W’hat has been published in the Dannl- l^asu niati . May 1 ask, Sir, 
Vh\ this deliberate discrimination ^ It is not merely a (luestion of the 
correctness or otherwise of tlie statement W’hich had apjieared in any 
newspaper whatsoever. But why this deliberate discrimination on 
the part of the Ministry? (The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. F \ZLUL Huu: 

Because ) Because that is the pcdicy of the jiresent Ministry. 

(Cheers from (Jpjiosition Benches.) 

So much with regard to the Azad. Now, look at the Star of India. 
In the Siar af India an anonynnuis letter is printed and published on 
the same day, Sunday, where an allegation is made that the Muslim 
casualties are not receiving proper attention in the hospital which is 
overwhelmingly manned by Hindu d»>ctors. May I ask, Sir, is not 
that a hospital which is under the control of (iovernment? And if 
there are doctors there who may he Hindus, why should sucli a serious 
allegation be allowed to be published in any newsjiaper attacking the 
integrity, honesty and efficiency of doctors belonging to a ])articular 
community, specially at thi'^ critical hour? 

Now, Sir, I only ref(*r to these two instances because on that very 
day the JJainik Ija.unnati published other news w^hicli is regarded as 
offensive. Sir, I have scanned the.se articles with as much care as 
I could possibly devote and have not been able to discover anything 
which could possibly be brought within the purview of the particular 
rule which it is supposed to have offended. If the intention of the 
Government was honn fide, why was not action taken against other 
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newspapers which have clearly been fomenting class hatred even on 
that particular clay? I am not referring to issues published on days 
previous to that. 1 am confining myself only to the issues of news- 
papers published on that particular day and that is a straight question 
which I am putting to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

Sir, as regards the general question raised, I shall conclude by 
saying that the province is now passing through a state of great tension 
and it behoves every one of us to do all that is possible for restoring 
the normal conditions of peace in the province. But that can be done, 
Sir, not by followdiig the methods w’hich the Government has sought 
to follow ill this particular instance. It will not be done by 
suppressing news. It will be done by releasing for publication news 
in wdiich not only local people are interested but people throughout 
the province are interested. There have been cases, vSir, wdieii news 
has been deliberately kept back, altliougli publication of such news 
was essential for the purpose ol e^tablishn^ent of peace and harmony 
of this ]>rovince. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister referred a few 
days ago to his inability, to his failure to take action against the news- 
paper SUir of Indm. 1 saw that in the newspapers. He said that 
such (piestions had better not be pressed because already a peace 
conference was going on under the ('hairmanship of His Excellency 
the G(»vernor. If that was the motive which impelled him not to 
take any action against newspa])ers like the Sfor of Indui, may 1 not 
ask him, Sir, could not the same motive have impelled him for not 
taking any step against the Daitn/x liosu muti . 1 w'oiild tell him once 

again that it will help to restore normal conditions if not by wmrds 
but by deeds the Government can make the j)eople of Bengal realise 
that they are not reall\ partisans for the i)uri)ose of placing their 
communal ascendancy in this province. Whatever might have been 
done in the })ast, it in this instance the Hon’ble the (.’hief Minister 
at this stage gets up and says that the order will be withdrawn, that 
wdll help in the restoration ot confidence in the public mind. (Loud 
applause from Oj)})osition Bencht*s.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, Lord Morle> in his “Memoirs” 
tells us that addrcNsing a letter to Lord Minto, the then Governor- 
General of India, with regard to the deportation and externment of 
eight prominent political leaders of Bengal under Regulation III of 
181S, he as Secretary of State for India wrote: “My Lord, I beseech 
you to avoid one thing, namely, the trial of a single accused person 
in his absence. It has an ugly Austro-Russian look.” Sir, if I w^ere 
permitted to address a letter to the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazlul Huq, 
Chief Minister of Bengal, wdth regard to the action his Government 
have taken against the Basumati, I would write: “My dear Maulvi 
Sahib. I beseech you to avoid one thing, namely, the gangster method 
of administration in dealing wdth the Press of the province.” (The 
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Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : What^ (jaiijrster method P) Yes, 
I repeat gangster method in dealing with the Pre>s of tlie province. 
Unless this timely warning is administered to the Chief Minister, who 
knows he might one day go out at the head of a gang, a hammer in 
hand, and smash a printing press that produces artiides not quite 
complimentary to the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Ilmj and his 
Government. 

Sir, I do not propose to enter into a general discussion of the 
gangster method of administration of the Government and the abuses 
of the autocratic powers vested in tliem after what has been said by 
my Leader (m tlic subject. I will })roceed straigi>t to tlie leading 
article of the lidsuinuii which, I presume, is the article that has 
invited the wrath of Government upon its devoted head. This artitde 
is devoted mainly to a discussion of the recent ha])])enings in Dacca. 
It begins by making a reference to the Government com mini igm' on 
the subject, dated the 21st March. This communigue stated that the 
situation at Da(‘ca at that time was almo.st undei‘ control, and it 
ap])ealed to all newspaj)ers not to make irresponsible criticisms or 
observations on the communal situation at Dacca and elsewhere. Sir, 
the Jhisumnii in cour.se ot the (‘ditorial reci])rocatcs th(‘ simtiments 
expiessed in the romrnunigur. It writes: “We accord our fullest 
^sympathy to the spirit which actuates this ronnninnguc." Rut the 
IJd-nniKifi tak(‘s excei)tion to that part of the Government comm iniigitc 
which .stated that the situation at Dacca at that time was almost under 
control. The liosumofi writes: “It does not, however, appear that 
the situation at Dacca was under contnd even on the 21 st March, the 
day on which the Government com m mug uc was ])ublished, as appears 
from the tact that Mr. 1’ Nag, Subdivisional Officer, was stabbed on 
that very day.” Sir, I wonder if the liosinmiti by this very pertinent 
and ver\ relevant criticism of this portion of the Government 
commu/ngiic has brought itself within the mi.s(diief of the Defence of 
India Rules. If the liasumati has erred, it has erred on the side of 
underestimation and not overestiination of the dangerous situation 
that prevailed on the 21st March, on the day previous and on some 
days following. 

Sir, I was at Dacca from the 2()th to the 2Sth March. During all 
these days that I was there I have tried to study the situation with my 
own eyes. I have visited the affected areas. The people of Dacca 
know it; the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca know.s it; and, Sir, if you ask 
me to give to the House a vivid de.scription of the situation at Dacca, 
my language fails me to give such a description. I can only tell you 
that during those unhappy days Dacca was a veritable hell. There 
was indiscriminate stabbing and assault in many parts of the (*ity. 
There was also arson. On the 21st of March three important commer- 
cial mahallaa of Dacca, namely, Maulvi Bazar 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will Dot go into details. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: I am just trying to show 

Mr. SPEAKER; The moment you enter into details you go 
beyond the scope of the motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; 1 submit. Sir, that the Basuniuii 
by saying that it was not a correct statement of affairs at Dacca to 
say that the situaticm was under control did not really deviate an inch 
from the path (»f the real state of affairs there. 

Next, Sir, the Basumdh makes a reference, my friend 

Dr. Syama])rasad Mookerjee has pointed out, to the Azad and Star 
of India. I leave that alone. Tlie Basumati next makes a reference 
to Mr. Fazlul Hu(j\ irresponsible statement h which he has recently 
made in connection with the census and whi(di in the o})inion of the 
Basil mail were in a way res])onsible for rousing ract‘-hatre<l in Bengal. 
1 surely think that in e\]>r(‘Nsing this honest o})iiiioii the Basumatt. 
did not bring itself within the mischief of the Defence of India 
Rul es. Then the Basinndti mak«‘s a sugg(‘stion that if Hi^ Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal personally went to Dacca, his presence there 
might ‘be very hel]d'ul. AVhoever in this House can object to this 
statemmit? Next the Basiniiafi .sa\ s with regret that the two Ministers 
who went there to deal with the situation were Muslim^ and that no 
Hindu Minister went there to hel]» the situation. I i)(*rsonally bear 
testimony to the fact that in Dacca to-day there is absolute mistrust 
and susiiicion between tht‘ two communities. The Hindus d() not 
btdieve the Muslims and the Muslim^ do not believe tlie Hindus. It 
is an extremely uniortunate state of affairs there. The Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca knows that for some days yve as members of 
the Peace Gommittee worked shoulder to shoulder. went to the 

affected areas and tried to bring Dacca to a normal state of things. 
He knows that the joint yvork of the Hindu and Muhammadan resi- 
dents of Dacca h(‘I]>ed to some extent to restore the normal situation 
there, but unfortunately the servi(“es of the Nawab Bahadur towards 
the latter i)art of his stay in Dac(‘a yyere not available to u>. We felt 
that if we could go together along the affected areas of the city much 
could have been done. I personally wish that Hindu Ministers yvere 
there together yvitb the Nawab Sahib. (A voice : There is no Hindu 
Minister in the Cabinet.) Then, Sir, lastly the HoiTble Chief Minister 
was there. It is with a great sense of pain that I say that the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister who ought to have tried his utmost to restore peace in 
Dacca by calling together the Hindu and Muhammadan residents 


Mr. SPEAKER; I am afraid, Mr. Sen, you cannot discuss that. 
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Mr. ATUL 6HANDRA SCN: I feel that if the HoD'ble Chief 
Minister 


Mr. SPEAKERS We are not concerned at all with what the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister should or should not have done in Dacca. 
The question at issue is what it is that he has done in connection with 
the Basumuti. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS 1 submit to your ruling’. Sir. I 
have tried to impress this H(»use that the editorial of the Basutnati 
does not contain a sing-le sentence, a singfle sentiment, that reasonably 
oug’ht to bring it witliin the mischief ot the Defence of India Rules. 
Tlien, Sir, why has such a drastic action been taken against this news- 
pa])ery If people attribute motives to tlie (lovernment, if it is said 
because the H(isuinat) is not in the good hooks of (jovernment, if it 
is >aid that the Ihi^anuiti h\ it^ relentless and uns])aring criticism of 
tile (Toverninent has made itself an eneni\ of the (iovtu’iiment, and 
that it is to Iced fat tlie old grudgt‘ that this drastic step has been 
taken against tin* paper, it is not going fai’ from the truth. I there- 
loi»‘ ^uhnllt that the action ol the (lovernnient has not h{‘en a ho/o/ fide 
oio'. I think that (jovernment should at once withdraw the order that 
ha^ been ])asse(l on th(‘ paper. 

With tliese words I accord my wlndehearted su])])ort to the 
adjournment motion moved h> m\ Leader, Mr. Surat (diandra Bose. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDlQl: Mr Siieakei, Sir May 1, on 

behalf of the House, thank the Dp])osition for having (juoted a fewei' 
number of law lords, Lord Morle.N and Mr. Wickham Stead. I am 
])aiticularly grateful to the Hon’hh* and Learned Ticader of the 
Opposition tliat he did not inflict uihui us long (luotations tifim Bernard 
Shaw, (Mr. Saimt Cii\M)K\ Bosk: That has been left to you.) 
otherwise the debate would have reached the level of the ridicubms. 
Democracy, freedom of sjieecb and other liigh-sounding principles have 
been repeated at considerable length. We have heard of them for 
generations. But democracy , in the hands of gentlemen opposite, has 
become an intellectual demoralisation and liberty complete license. 
In the face of the situation as it exists, 1 am surprised at people who 
have the hardihood to talk of the.se great principles to-day. In the 
relation of facts by the honourable member for the University of 
Calcutta certain important items have been left out. In fact, he 
stopped just when he should have continued. His ignorance would 
then have been illuminated and the reason why action was taken by 
the Government would not have eluded his comprehension. 
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Journalistic etiquette and the law of the Press would demand recipro- 
city between newspapers and the Government of the day. When it is 
said that a certain statement or document has been withdrawn, direct 
or indirect reference to it is considered to be against the rules of the 
g-ame. The reference in the Dainik Basumati to the statement of 
Mr. Shahabuddin, which had been w'ithdrawn is, I consider, sufficient 
to punish the editor. But there is something worse and more serious 
than that, and that is that in the leading article there is a reference 
to mosques and places of Muslim worship. It is this reference W’ith 
the poisonous sting behind it that has created the trouble. The 
Hon’ble and Learned Leader of the Opposition, in stentorian tones, 
talked of systematic acts of persons in such matters as capable and 
<leserving of notice. I ask him in all seriousness w'hether he has 
noticed the systematic vulgarity, the systematic' license taken by the 
Press continuously from the day the present Ministry came into office? 
Why the (iovernment did do something and why the Government did 
not do something else is not before us. When you raise a motion for 
adjournment you have got to prove your case not by a suppressio ven 
and supf/estfo falsi, but you should come out with facts, make your 
statements deliberately and then judge the issue on its merits. Where 
I join issue with the honourable gentlemen opj)osite is that they take 
shelter behind statements made in the Central Assembly and preach 
to us lofty principles of democracy and freedom of speech, but they 
do not come forward and tell us whether in their view publication or 
reference to a document which has been withdrawn is right and correct. 
I can from this side of the House, Sir, state that the Government of 
the day has been more unkind to the Mussalmans than it has ever been 
to other sections of the population. The ilon’ble the Chief Minister — 
and I am pained to make this statement because I belong to his Party 
— has interfered and is interfering with the freedom of speech, with 
the freedom of Press and with the freedom of association of the 
Mussalmans more than with those of others. The very latest exhibi- 
tion of the power of the Government was seen in connection with the 
holding of demonstrations about Pakistan. You may not agree with 
the Pakistan scheme, but it is the right of the citizens to hold these 
meetings and place their views before tlie people in a peaceful way. 
Iqbal, in his “Shikwah” has put the point in his inimitable way. He 
says — 


A A ^ 'ja 

Thy blessings are (showered) on the abodes of others. 

(But) When lightning strikes it strikes the helpless Muslims 
(alone). 
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Imagine, 8 ir 4 foaming politicians wandering all over the province 
creating a public opinion violently anti-Government, definitely un- 
friendly to the Mussalinans and disseminating lawlessness all round 
and yet the Goveriiineiit has taken no action against them 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you are just entering into irrelevancy. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Relevancy comes in, Sir, if 
you will permit me to say so, when a (jucstion of discrimination is 
raised. 1 find that discrimination is u.sed against me and my people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And therefore 1 do not di.scriminate. 1 stoj)ped 
Dr. Mookerjee when lie entered into details, and 1 must stoji you as 
yon are doing so. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: The honourable member for 
the University of Calcutta wanted to know why the Jhi.sinnati was 
specially selected. The Persian poet has pithily remarked 

\ 

How courageous the thief is that he carries a lam]) in his hand. 
There is no choice; all of them are alike; but if the Uasunuiti was 
selec'ted, it was for th(‘ sim|)le reason that it had disobeyed a direct 
order. We may go on talking about the application of the Defence 
of India Rules and the general Press Law of the country 
ad in fiat tarn hut, Sir, what sur})rises me most is that the Opposition 
tries to compare me with my ruler. Theirs is a liberty and theirs is 
a Ireedom which we do not po.ssess. We are a subordinate dependent 
{leople and we have got to act in accordance with the wishes of the 
masters. Demanding equality of treatment would be to arrogate to 
myself the rights and privileges which 1 have never possessed and 
which the present Government in Bengal is not in a position to give 
me to-day . In such ( ircumstances, Sir, to quote the decisions and 
obiter dicta of the Judges of the High Court of Parliament appears 
to me to be slightly beside the point. 1 have taken notes of the points 
made by members who liave spoken before me, but if liberty 
and democracy have to be considered and discrimination discussed, 
I am afraid, Sir, you will pull me up and rule that J am wandering 
into the realms of irrelevancy. I do not know how the Cabinet works, 
but in every action of the nature under discussion, 1 am sure. Sir, the 
Government consults its legal advisers; every action taken has, or 
should have, the law behind it. I am at the moment, in another 
matter the butt of various lawyers’ opinions. I am at sea as to what 
to do 

16 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BdSE: There is behind you at the 
moment one lawyer. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAn 8IDDIQI: May I appeal to the Hon ble 
the Leader of the Opposition and those who desire to bring peace into 
the country to put tlieir own house in order and take account of their 
own sayings and doings? 

Sir, my own position is clear. Like every other Indian 1 am a 
slave. Quoting Morley will not help us. Let us talk of peace and 
if we desire it sincerely, let us try and get it wherever it is obtain- 
able. 

1 feel certain, Sir, if the honourable memlxu for the University of 
Calcutta will look into <he other paragraphs of the article which he 
tried to explain to us, he will, with the ])eacefiilness that has now 
come upon him, find out that the action taken by the (iovernment was 
justified. He may not get the chance to speak a second time, but it 
will be in the fitness of things if the spokesman on behalf of the 
(government in winding U)) the debate, will give us the extiacts from 
the artich* he and the last speaker from the Fiuward Bloc benches have 
so conveniently left out. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI : 

^ I Sir, ^ (71 ^ ^ 

(71 (Tit I ^2^ 

tp^pi ^ ^ i 

^1^ >p24'frnnj ^ i 

^ wtf% i 

^ ^ Jpj^ C5lac^ ^ ^ head 

line froi ^ ^1 ft’^l'S* gas 

^ ^ srtf^ ?n:^ ^ C5h 

oQt ^ (71 ^Uf^(7F ^ 

(TP3^ I ^5p:^ ^ firjUT ^ (71 ^ cTir^ir^ 

ft( 7rgiTT ^ >iwrr<? 'ii^“ 
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I ^ 15\ ^ c4Nc^»i ^5f5T^ (7fc*f?r 

5-C^ “frf%'3 Wit? *ftft vftf%c^-T I fTT^ 5RT ?t^5n 

^Hj?w c^t?fw I 

Sir, am ?t?| 3fC?l^ i]?^ 

\»t^? lt>HC^«lf<7 “fTt^Itprt^ ^ S 5 ‘SfffTt? 

€tef c? 'St^ 

Ministryc^ ^t’Jftfw 3J# ^ I 'Sftft 

fw^ C^HU5 Sir, ?ts“^ ^ c^ ^T^mi 

^C'viC^'1 I Sir, iiMl ?'<^\!)i C'*1^1f.?Ctj>H vStOTT f^5sl*1i C^f?fe 

^5t?1 fe? f?^ ooiniminity ^17?? 

^ “^*15 Budget ^iMtb'll ^ 

<p(^f.ei ^RlIf.M'fl 

^ feb^ I ist: -frmtprt? 

Euroj)ertnOT blftll ?R:^ ^TS 

^ fef? 5c?cf^ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8URAWARDY : Sir, the Opposition do not like 

hi8 sj>eech. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI : No, we arc enjoying it 
iminenscly. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR : The 0))tM)8ition always enjoys such 
l)iiHooner\ . ((’riesoi “HearJ hear!”) 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI : ?tr7?, 

^ ?tv^ ?<faj ^ c? 

communal riot 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, You cannot say that. 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI ; ^ 

? <=10*11 Sir, i£li? EstI^ci ?"?t*f^C<iJ'?) CS'R??;^ I 

Govemment^tfe? b?7^ 

Star of India ?l «tf^l Governmental? bC^ 

^ I ^3t?| '^1 ^ ^tr? <i!l?" (71^ 

^ ^ ^"4 ^ ^n I ?:?t*f 

fen fenfl, ^ ^ ?’?t^ I <ii^ “Itf^ wm 

Dr. Mookerjee ^ \5tm ^®rt3R«f ‘^C^C^'T, 
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I ^Fft^ W\f^ Ft^ rioti] 

5T’»T^f^!C3r \5t^ ^ morphia injection 


Mr. SPEAKER : Order order. You are again mentioning the subject. 


Mr. SHAH SYED QOLAM SARWAR H08SAINI : 1 am sorry, Sir 

^"5n nc5F ^ c^rm^ Ftt 

lYess 

(71 yRPTf^ t| ^ll*tb c^Rol? bl^ ^ffb C] 

?S ^ I "srfft cii^ ftTOR ?[fb wS (TU^ I 

■^N^bl^ otb ^ cUtti ^ •iHH *^1% 

?ts^ *ftf% f^ bt?7R ^FRb l sir, ^'en 'Stb't"- 

(R«^ ^ Coalition Party 5^ yy^RtT^ HC*^^ 

I Sir, (TTR^ 'STt^rferof^ (71 ^ C^Ft^-“ 

CS^ F^RTT ^ ^ ^HJlH’J 5 Tn^ ^ ^ »fTf% ^ ^ I 

^l’^‘Tllii^bl‘^ ^TRi (7rt^ttC15^, ^rR3’^lf^4bH 0*511^ ( st^t ) 

btOT ^ ^ ^ *ftf% Tlftb ^ ^ I Dr. Shamaprasad 

Mookerjee (7lW^ftf% (TT >1l*^j^flfi^'bt^ <dlRcy ^(TTC^ 

(Mr. Speaker : Order, order.) 1 am sorry, Sir, ^ ttR (TFt^ ^ I Sir, 

(Trst? ®t: "rTRi 

?pfhf ^ ^ bi b ofc^ “ttf^ vrtrc^ 

<»trR ^1 ^ (7r*t >il*^wlRi4bl^ ^ 

«i]^ ^sRTR C'lt^b‘=^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, T rise lo take part 
in this debate under eertain disadvantages. Tii the first place, I have 
to deal with facts and I cannot afford to indulge in mere sentiments 
and emotions. Secondly, Sir, I have got to defend the action ol 
Government with regard to a newspaper whose past record has cast 
a blot on journalism not merely in Bengal but, if I may say so, on 
journalism throughout India. It is difficult to conceive of a paper 
which day after day, month after month, year after year, persists in 
language, the vulgarity of which forbids any repetition in decent 
society. Had there been no ladies present here to-night, I would have 
read out to you. Sir, the extracts that I have collected from the issir^s 
of the Dainik Basumnti 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister in order when he refers to past incidents 
t<) justify his action? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to say whether the order of 
Government is due particularly to this article. There mi^:ht have been 
other offensive articles, and action might have been taken not merely 
on this article but for other articles as well. I am afraid I cannot 
stop the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But. Sir, the order i. (here. 1 
would draw your attention to the fact that it is clear that this order 
has been promulgate*! with reference to the article* of the ‘Jdrd March 
and as such we ho])e you will give your considered ruling in tlic matter. 
I want to know' whether the Iloii’ble Cliief Minister is entitleel to 
bring forward past imddents. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It i^ not t(»r me to say. If Government say tliat 
this decision is not mer(‘ly based on this article, but on the tend(‘ncy 
of other articles, 1 cannot stop the Minister. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, is it permissible foi' Govern- 
ment to say that hijving regard to the terms of the ordtu? In the 
opinion of the Government the issue, dated tin* I9th Ai)ril, j>rintt‘*l 
and jmblished by Sasi Bhusan Dutta, contained ])rejudicial reports oi 
the nature described in sub-rule (7) of rule d4 oi the Defence of India 
Rules, read with clause (/) of sub-rule (()) oi the said rule. We an* 
debating on this older and the adjournment motion is on this oriler. 

1 submit on a point of order tliat it is m»t ])ermissihle on Induilf of 
the Government to put forw'ard any other reasons having regard to 
the terms of the order itself. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: T submit that altliough the Governim>nt 
order is in respect of this ])articular article, Govi'rmnent an* full\ 
entitled in justifying the ord(*r to .show’ how tolerant th<*y lunl been 
in the past. I submit that I am perfectly in order when 1 make this 
submission. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I am not pre[)ared to accept the 
authority of Mr. Shahabuddin. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard both sides. As I say, the conduct 
of Government in this matter is an action which only the Ghief 
Minister can explain. Mr. Shahabuddin says that the justification of 
Government is that they have been tolerant to the utmost limit and 
it was only when they were driven that they took action — — 
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Mfi M8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL{ On a point of order, Sir. 
Will you kindly see that this debate centres round only the motion 
itself? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Why are you afraid? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are not afraid. You in 
your wisdom, Sir, pulled up Ihe speakers on behalf of llie Opp(»sifiou 
immediately when they referred to what was considered to be extraneous 
to the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th is is not extianeous. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you allow the Government 
to introduce facts which are not within the purview of the motion in 
question, we are absolutely left stranded, because we cannot meet 
these extraneous facts. I protest against this wild and disorderly 
discussion . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not going to take 
lessons from you. 

I am going to bring to the notice of this House that the action'^ 
that has been taktui against the Jhnnih Ba.sumdft has not been taken 
on the im})ulse of the moimmt or in pursuance* of any s])irit of 
vindictiveness. This ])aper has got a very bad r(*<*ord. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: T again lise on a j>oini of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend the Leader of 
the Opposition, one of the legal luminaries of the (^alcutta High Court, 
knows that ac(H)rding to the Imlian Evidence Act when the (piestion 
is whether an act is incidental or intentional, evidence can be given 
of similar occurrences which have taken place before in order to show 
that a particular event is onl\ one in the chain of events. Therefore 
I am entitled to show from ])ast records that warning after warning 
has been given which has had no effect, and on the 2drd 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA B08E: On a point of order, Sir. I want 
to remind the ex-legal luminary that it would not be permissible even 
in a court of law to raise other grounds if an order is passed on a 
certain specific ground. No court will permit a person who is 
supporting the order to go beyond the specific grounds mentioned in 
that order. Further, Mr. Speaker, the order makes it clear what are 
the prejudicial reports on the basis of which the order is made. It 
uientions prejudicial reports contained in the issue of 23rd March, 
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It further limits it to prejudicial reports which have the effect of 
promoting or inciting feelings ot enmity and hatred between different 
classes of His Majesty’s subjects. Therefore, it is extremely limited, 
and T may add that if the Ooveniment desired to extend the grounds 
which I maintain is not permissible, they ouglit to have put up a speaker 
on their behalf at an early stage, so that the Opposition would have 
had an opportunity of meeting the new’ grounds put forward. On 
these grounds. Sir, T say it is not permissible. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, 1 have had to regulate this 
debate very carefully, because 1 do not want at all to go beyond the 
limit or the sco])e in discussing this adjournment motion which is in 
the nature of censure of the conduct of Ooveniment. There were at 
least two or three speakers who used the words, (1) to teed fat the 
ancient grudgi', (2) vindictivt‘nt‘ss, and {'^) no warning given. If as 
a reply to these, Oovernment state that as a matter of fact there W'as 
no vindictive conduct on their ]mrt. that it was not to feed fat the 
ancient grudgi* and that it was not be<*ause no warning wnis given — 
the fact is that warnings hav(‘ lunm given in the past, that it is not 
to feed fat the ancient grudge, hut because the reputation of the ])aper 
has been all along bad — how* can I rule it out thenP 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Two WTongs cannot make one 
right. If certain members are not in order, it will not justify the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister speaking on irrelevant matters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : May I remind tin* House 
that th<‘ ord(‘i- that has been passed is a fact, hut th(‘ reasons are 
diff'erimt altogether. 1 was trying to convince the House that theje 
were leasons for the order 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: In the order itself. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; J ’hen I would show^ that 
the order itself is not mendy justified, hut it is the only order that 
could have been passed in the circumstances. The Header of the 
Opposition is continuously drawing my attention to the terms ol the 
order. May I ask him to consider for a moment that wdien a certain 
order is decided to be passed, the order must he made only in the 
language of the law? When 1 say that such and such article comes 
within the mischief of sm h and such rule, I have to quote the words 
of the* article, and T have not to give in that order the reasons for 
that order. The reasons for the order are something different. 



244 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[Snd Apeil, 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: What are they!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Since the year 1^37 this 
paper has been constantly flouting: 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I again object, Mr. Sjjeaker : 
This order gives the reasons. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: 1 don’t think the Leader of the 
Opposition is right. You have already given your ruling on liis point 
of order. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I am pointing out to you, Sir, 
that this order does give reasons. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, he is trying to obstruct the 
proceedings. 

Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: With a vie w to deliberately obstructing 
the ju’oceedings of this House, h(‘ is repeatedly rising on a i)oint of 
order. 1 want to draw your attention to that fact. 

Th0 Hon*bl6 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will be very brief. I 
am (juite sure that iny friends opposib* will be convinced if they want 
to be convinced that there was ample justification for this order, and 
that 1 have not only taken legal opinion but as a matter of fact it has 
been admitted by the l^ress Advisory Hoard that this article was objec- 
tionable. The only thing that they have re])resented to (fovernment 
is that the order is of extrem(‘ severity. The justifiableness of the 
order has not been called in question. 

1 will only deal with tacts. 1 have not got the time to go into 
the matter in full details. The warning that has been given to this 
paper amounted to no less than b') times in the year 1938. I can 
point out to this House that some of the articles that appeared in this 
newspaper were so very objectionable that Government wanted to take 
action, but they were advised that warning should be given to see if 
the warning had any salutary effect. I would s[)ecially mention to 
the House the three artiedes which appeared in the issues of 19th 

October, 1939, 28th November, 1939, and 4th February, 1940 from 

the 19th Oedober, 1939, down to this offending article on the 23rd of 
March, 1941. Now, Sir, when this article appeared, we took legal 
advice and after we took legal advice we were advised that the article 
was actionable. Then, as soon as we got the legal oi)inion, the 
Special Press Adviser, who by the way is a member of the Indian 
Civil Service and a Brahmin gentleman, informed the Bengal 
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Provincial Press Advisory Committee that the Government had been 
legally advised that the article was actionable and wanted to know 
what, if any, action the committee would like to recommend to the 
Government. The members of the committee held that the article 
was objectionable and that the tone and method of the article was 
very regrettable. After action was taken the Press Advisory 
Committee wrote to the Bengal Government saying that the Bengal 
Provincial Press Advisory Committee expressed regret and surprise 
that action was taken by the Government against Bnsumati in 
disregard of the committee’s expectation, — exi)ectation after a discus- 
sion with the Special Press Adviser that time should be given to the 
committee to fully consider tlie matter and take whatev(‘r action was 
found possible. While the committee was of ojunion that the article 
in the Basvmati was regrettable, it feels that the puiiisliment in this 
case was out of all proportion to the offence and represents to the 
Government the advisability of its witlidrawal or m<>difi(‘ation. The 
position therefore is this, that the legal advisers have advised that 
it is actionable. 

Dr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: May I re(iuest th(‘ llon’ble 
the Cliief Minister to place the whole d(M‘ument8 on the floor of the 
House ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am prepared to read 
the wliole of it. 

“The Bengal Provincial Press Advisory Committee expresses regret 
and surprise that action was taken by the Government against the 
B(isu7n(iti in disregard of the committee’s expectation after discussion 
with the Special Press Adviser that time should be given to this 
(•(vmmittee to fully consider the matter and take whatever action it 
found possible. The committee further notes, at its meeting held on 
the 28th March at the SUiteaman office, Government through its repre- 
sentative never gave an inkling of the immediate Hus])ension of the 
Basumoti. The committee feels that apart from the merits or 
demerits of any i)arti(;ular (;ase, its function is rendered nugatory if 
Government acts in this fashion independently of the committee. 
While the committee is of opinion that the article in the Basitmaii 
is regrettable, it feels that the punishment in this case is out of all 
proportion to the offence, and represents to the Government the 
advisability of its withdrawal or modification.” 

There are certain very essential facts. Our legal advisers have 
advised us that the article is actionable. The Press Committee 
considers that the article is regrettable and its tone and method is 
open to objection. The Special Press Adviser informed the committee 
17 
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that the article was actionable and that Government proposed to take 
action. All that we have done is that we have done our duty instead 
of waiting to see what the Press Committee was going to do. The 
responsibility for maintaining peace and order is ours ; it is not the 
function of the Press Committee. The question is whether this article 
was actionable or not, and on that point there was no ditference of 
opinion. It has been admitted by the Press Committee that the 
article is objectionable and actionable. The only question is one of 
punishment. It may be that suspension tor one week, or ten days, 
or fifteen days might have been in the opinion of some peoi)le enough, 
but there are others who think that it should have been three months 
instead of three weeks. The fact remains that the order is justified 
and if the order is justified the adjournment motion must be voted 
down. 

I do not wish to take up more time of the House. I have been 
asked to cry a halt, and I have been given a warning. But let me 
tell this House and througli this House convey this message to the 
world outside that this Governimoit is not going to tolerate articles 
of that type whicdi app(*ared in the JiasmfNifi the other day. We 
will not tolerate any one to distuib public ])eace and tranquillity, we 
will not let any one (Mr. S\.ntosii Ki .m\h ]b\si’ : Including the 
Ministers?) to play with the i)assi()ns of tin* multitude and break jmblic 
peace and import communal disunion. We will c(*rtainly take action 
and this action taken against tiu' Jidsumaii constitutes a warning to 
the whole field of modern journalism. 

The motion that the House do now adjourn was then ])ut and lost. 

Adjaurnment. 

It being 8-15 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-15 j).m. on Thursday, the 3rd 
April, 1941, at the Asstunbly House, Ckdcutta. 


B. G. Pre8»~l941-42~2578A-095. 
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In the Jalpaiguri district: (Q.) p. 190, 

Privilege Committee Bill: pp. 174-179. 

Raikut, The Hon’bie Mr. Prasanna Oeb 

Excise shop at Araidanga in Malda dis- 
trict: (Q.)p. 58. 

"lO-Forest: pp. 118-121, 123-124. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona : p. 128. 


Raoruitment 

Of Sub-Deputy Collectors from Sche- 
duled Ca.ste8 : (Q.) p. 19. 

Re-excavation of Mithaohhara Khal: (Q.) 

p. 3. 

Relief to Co-operative debtors 

Til rough Special IVht Settlement 
Boards; (Q.) p. 190. 

Removal 

Of Niingalkot Sul^Registry Office to 
Bagnmra in the district of Tippera . 
(Q.) p. 190. 

Restriction Imposed on '‘Deshervanet": 

(Q.) I>. 33. 

Roy, The Hon'ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh 

Discmssion of the Ijand Revojiuo Com- 
mission Report (Floud Commission 
Report) : pp. 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 
185. 

64 — Famine: pp. 124, 126-128. 

Jalpaiguri Western Duars Market 
Fund- (Q.) p. 191. 

7 — Land Revenue: p. 22. 

1,3 — Other taxes and duties: p. 126. 

Privilege (knnmittee Bill: pp. 174, 
170, 17.7, 178, 179. 

9 — Stamp ; pp. 103, 126. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

39 — Public Health : pp. 89-90. 

41 — Veterinary : pp. 61-52. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatho Nath 

point of wder regarding the demand of 
Re. 1 for the payment of Rs, 1,0(),0(X) 
a.s contribution to the fJalcutta 
Mayor’s Fund for Loudon Air Raid 
Victims: pp. 131-132, 

Sanaifllah, Dr. 

Re-excavation of Mithaohhara Khal : 

(Q.) P. 3. 
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tanlbl, Dr. Nalinaktha 

Subdi visional Officer of Bajshahi Sadar: 
(Q.) p. 12. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 

Discussion of the Land Bevenue Com- 
mission Report (Floud Commission 
Rt^port); pp. 179, 181, 182, 183. 

64 — Famine : p. 126. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 26-28. 

Land Revenue Commission Report; p. 
173. 

Offer of donation by Maharaja of Lal- 
gola for construction of a Tuberculosis 
Ward at Berhampore : (Q.) p. 172. 

Privilege Committee Bill: pp. 174, 
175, 176, 177. 

KuppUimentary demand for grant: “67 
— Miscellaneous — Contribution to the 
(Calcutta Mayor’s Fund for London 
Air Raid Victims” ; pp. 140-144. 

41 — Veterinary : pp. 41-43, 63-64. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Fri>e-studentvship of Government scholar- 
shipholders : (Q.) p. 198. 

Last B.C.S. Examination and Sche- 
duled Caste Candidates: p. 15. 

Recruitment of Sub-Deputy (Collectors 
from Scheduled Castes : (Q.) p. 19. 

Barker, Mr. Nallnl Ranjan 

Supplementary demand for grant; “57 
— Miaoellanoous — Contribution to the 
Calcutta Mayor’s Fund for London 
Air Raid Victims” : pp. 144-147. 

Schedule of Authorised Expenditure 

Laying of — : p. 173. 

Ben, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding Govern- 
ment order on Dainik Btisumati ban- 
ning its publication for 3 weeks: pp. 
232, 233, 234, 236. 


Berajul Islam, Mr. 

Introduction of a single system of weight 

and measure througliout the Pro- 
vince: (Q.) p. 101. 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Delimitation of constituencies of the 

Tippera District Board : (Q.) p. 170. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 

10 — Forest: pp. 121-123. 

Speaker, Mr. (The Hon'ble Sir Muhammad 

Azizul Haque, C.I.E., Khan Bahadur) 

Observations and Rulings: 

On the adjournment motion on 
Ihnmk Bdsvmafi banning its pub- 
lication for 3 weeks : pp, 225, 226, 
227, 231, 234 , 235, 237, 239, 240. 

On the discussion of the Land Reve- 
nue Commission Report (Floud 
Commission Report) : pp. 181, 182, 
183, 184, 186, 187. 

On the Privilege Committee Bill : pp. 
174, 175, 176, 177, 178. 

On the point of privilege raised by 
Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar 
regarding supply of questions and 
answers in the Chamber : p. 171. 

On the point of order by Mr. Atul 
Krishna Ghose on the adjournment 
motion regarding Government order 
on Dainik Basumati: p. 241. 

On the point of order regarding the 
demand of Re. 1 for the payment of 
Rs. 1,00,000 as contribution to the 
Calcutta Mayor’s Fund for London 
Air Raid Victims: pp. 132, 134, 
135, 136, 137, 138. 

On a point of order raised by Mr. 
Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar re- 
garding admissibility of Special 
Motion at the capture of Keren and 
Harrar: p. 201. 

On a point of order by Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose on the adjournment 
motion regarding Government order 
on Dainik Basumati : p. 243. 

On the special motion at the capture 
of Keren and Harrar : pp. 202, 
2a3, 204, 205, 210, 211. 
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tUtoial Mation— 

Regarding capture of Keren and 
Harrar: pp. 200-218. 

Status 

Of the Jatrapur Junior Madrasah in 
Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 198. 

Stoppage of grants 

To night schools and iniiktabs by the 
district School Board, Rangpur; 

(Q.) P. 6. 

Subdivisional Officer of Rajshahi Sadar: 

(Q.) p. 12. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 

Deposits and Advances; p. 128. 

03 — Extraordinary charges in India. 

p. 128. 

•22 — Interest on Debt and other obliga- 
tion : p. 127. 

Jjaying of Scho<lule of Authorised Ex- 
peiidituje : p. 173. 
o7 — Miscellaneous ; p. 127. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments : pp. 

109, 115-118. 

30 — Port and Pilotage ; p. 127. 

50 — Stationery and Printing and De- 
preciation Reserve Fund — Govern- 

ment Presses: p. 127. 


taiirawardy, The Non’Ma Mr. 

55 — Superannuation Allowances and 

Pensions, 55 A— Commutation of 
Pensions hnanoed from ordinary 
revenues and 83 — Payment of com- 
muted value of pensions not charged 
to revenue: p. 127. 

Women workers in Jagatdal Jute Mill : 
(Q.) p. 130. 

Supplementary demand for grant 

“57 — Miscellaneous’': pp. 131-101. 

Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Exiienditurc tor rural reconstruction 
works 111 Bengal; (Q.) p. 193. 

Government Demonstration Agricultural 
Farm at Kalinipong: (Q.) p. 2. 

Intrixliictioii ot a single system of 
weight and iiieaHuro throughout the 
Province; (Q.) p, 101. 

38 — Medical : pp. (>0-63, 77-80. 

Operation ol Jutt‘ Begiilaiion Act in 
(Uiittngong district: (Q.) p. 2. 

39— Public Health: pp. 81-8.3, 97-l(X). 

41 — Veterinary • pp. 30, 54-57. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Special motion at the capture of 
Keren and Harrar : p. 212. 

Women workers in Jagatdal Jute Mill: 

(Q.) p. 129. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

47 — MiscellaneouK Department: pp. 
109-112. 
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